
fli 

kansas cit|f p| public library 

' IsSb bansas city, missouri 

lilr 

Books will be issued only 
on presentation of library card. 

Please report lost cards and 

change of residence promptly. 
Card holders are responsible for 
all books, records, films, pictures 
or other library materials 
checked out on their cards. 







EVERYMAN’S LIBRARY 
EDITED BY ERNEST RHYS 


THEOLOGY & 
PHILOSOPHY 


HOOKER’S ECCLESIASTICAL 
POLITY BOOKS I~IV WITH 
AN INTRODUCTION BY THE 
REV. RONALD BAYNE, M.A. 



THK PUBLISHERS OF 
L1B%J^ WILL BE PLEASED TO SEND 
FREELY TO ALL APPLICANIo A LIST 
OF THE PUBLISHED AND PROJECTED 
VOLUMES TO BE COMPRISED UNDER 
THE FOLLOWING TWELVE HEADINGS; 


TRAVEL SCIENCE ^ FICTION 
THEOLOGY & PHILOSOPHY 
HISTORY f CLASSICAL 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
ESSAYS ORATORY 
POETRY & DRAMA 
BIOGRAPHY 
ROMANCE 



IN TWO STYLES OF BINDING, CLOTH, 
FLAT BACK, COLOURED TOP, AND 
LEATIiER, ROUND CORNERS, GILT TOP. 


London : J. M. DENT & CO 
New York: E. P. DUTTON k CO 








OftfieEAWS 

S^ECCLESI- 

ASriCADt 

POLITY^ 

^RICHARD 

HOOKERS 

•BOOKS lto4- 



LONDON:PUBU5HED 
fyJ'MDENT-©'CO 
AND IN NEW YORK 
BYEPDUrrON©CO 


Richard Clay & Sons, Limited, 

BREAD STREET HILL, E.C., AND 
BUNGAY, SUFFOLK, 



INTRODUCTION 


Isaac Walton’s “ Life of Richard Hooker ” is an English 
classic, accessible to all readers, which no modem biographer 
can attempt to compete with, or to supersede. This intro- 
duction therefore must be of the nature of a supplement to 
Walton’s account, adding any facts which may have come to 
light since he wrote, and briefly considering the significance 
of Hooker for the twentieth century. 

Richard Hooker was born in Exeter, probably in the be- 
ginning of the year 1554, just before his uncle, John Hooker, 
was made Chamberlain of the city. John Hooker’s fame has 
been hidden behind that of his more illustrious nephew, and 
therefore students of English literature and politics have not 
sufficiently realized the great interest and importance of his 
life and work. He was educated at Oxford, probably at 
Corpus Christ! College like his nephew, studying civil law. 
He travelled in Germany, pursuing legal studies at Cologne, 
and also at Strassburg, where he lodged m the house of Peter 
Martyr and acquired his very definite sympathy with the 
religious views of the I'eformers. He came back to Exeter 
and engaged m the municipal affairs of the town. During 
forty-eight years he held the office of Chamberlain. He has 
himself left us an account of his various activities and of the 
growth in importance of his office, composed towards the end 
of his career, and contained in a large manuscript folio, along 
with other particulars relating to the history of Exeter. His 
fame as a student of English antiquities and history caused 
him to be entrusted with the editorship of the I58f edition of 
Holinshed’s “Chronicles,’’ but his modesty made him insert 
his own contributions to that work so unobtrusively that he 
has never won proper credit for them. The most interesting 
is his vigorous and graphic account of the 1549 rebellion, of 
which he was an eye-witness. Froude owes to Hooker his 
picturesque narrative of this outbreak in the West country, 
which was caused by the introduction of Edward VI.’s first 
Book of Common Prayer. The excellence of Hooker’s English 
prose is not less remarkable than his clearness of vision and 
sagacity as an observer of men and affairs. His second con- 
tribution to Holinshed was a valuable account of recent Irish 
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history. His acquaintance with Irish affairs was due to a 
singular circumstance. That picturesque Elizabethan paladin, 
Sir Peter Carew, whose English property was in the neighbour- 
hood of Exeter, where useless attempts had been made in his 
youth to educate him at the Grammar School, convinced 
himself from certain documents in his possession that he had 
claims upon extensive estates in Ireland. John Hooker’s repu- 
tation as a lawyer and antiquary caused him to be chosen by 
Sir Peter to investigate the matter. He left Exeter for Ireland 
in IMay 1 568 and w’as in Ireland for three years, holding a seat 
in the Irish Parliament and acquiring an intimate and first- 
hand knowledge of Irish affairs. But John Hooker had two 
brothers. The younger, Roger, was the father of Richard, the 
author of the “Ecclesiastical Polity.’’ Isaac Walton gives us 
no information about Roger except that he was too poor to 
send his son to college when the son’s exceptional abilities 
made that desirable ; and more recent biographers are equally 
without information about him. But in the papers of John 
Hooker some interesting facts come to light. In the first letter 
written by him from Ireland to Sir Peter Carew, dated May 26, 
1568, John recommends his brother Roger to Sir Peter as a 
steward. He says housekeeping in Ireland is difficult ; spice, 
sugar, and such other foreign wares are not to be had ; he 
himself is “but a bad steward”; and “forasmuch as an 
expert man in these things may do you pleasure here, I have 
thought to move you of one who was sometime servant and 
steward to Sir Thomas Chaloner, being ambassador in Spam, 
a man very expert and skillful, as also to his said master 
profitable, and of whose praise I would speak now as I have 
heard, if he were not mine own brother ; he now dwelleth 
with the old Lady Mountjoy ; and for his truth I will not 
refuse to give deposit as much as I am able to.” Roger m 
consequence went to Ireland, where he appears to have 
remained till his death. 

Richard Hooker therefore, like William Shakespeare, be- 
longed to the provincial burgess class. His uncle was not 
rich. He tells us himself how absurdly small his salary as 
Chamberlain was in the beginning, and with what difficulty 
he got it increased when his duties began to expand and 
multiply. This was why it was necessary for Richard’s “rich 
uncle,” as Walton calls him, to get for his nephew the patronage 
of Bishop Jewel, and why the keeping of him at college was 
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always a strain upon the family, so that we find Richard 
Hooker’s name five times between 1570 and 75, in the lists of 
poor scholars helped by the benevolent London merchant, 
Robert KowelL^ 

Richard’s education began at the Exeter Grammar School. 
The schoolmaster reported him a little wonder,” but Walton’s 
delightful account is too obviously penned after the event ; it is 
so exactly what the youthful Richard ought to have been 1 
“ At his being a schoolboy he was an early questionist, quietly 
inquisitive why this was and that was not to be remembered ; 
why this was granted and that denied I This being mixed with 
a remarkable modesty and a sweet serene quietness of nature.” 
It was probably because of the absence of his uncle and father 
in Ireland that Richard’s entrance at Corpus Christi College 
was arranged. At all events it coincided with that absence, for 
it was in 1 568 that the lad was admitted to the College, first as 
chorister and later on as clerk. 

It is important that the modem student of Hooker’s works 
and character should have an idea approximately true of what 
an Oxford College was like during Hooker’s sixteen years of 
residence at Corpus. At Corpus there were twenty socii or 
scholares, whom we should call “ fellows ” to-day, and twenty 
discipuli^ in modem English “ scholars.” Every socius had a 
discipulus who shared his bedroom and had to look after it. Only 
one or two of the senior officers of the College were allowed ser- 
vants, and women servants were not allowed till the seventeenth 
century. The juniors waited upon the seniors at meals. But 
while those whom we should call undergraduates performed for 
themselves and the graduates a number of menial offices, the 
few servants were much nearer the undergraduates than they 
have been since the sixteenth century. They shared the studies 
of the College, and if they showed ability could rise to high 
position in the University. The whole establishment was like 
a big family m which there was very little privacy, very little 
luxury and very little recreation. It was still monastic in many 
of Its characteristics. A quotation from Thomas Lever, who 
was master of St. John’s, Cambridge, in the middle of the 
century, will open the eyes of the modem reader to the realities 
of student life in poor Colleges when Hooker was young. 
‘‘ There be divers there,” he says, which rise daily betwixt four 
and five of the clock in the morning, and from five until six of the 
1 Brother of the celebrated Alexander Nowell, Dean of St. Paul’s. 
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dock use common prayer w ith an exhortation of God’s word m 
a common chapel, and from six unto ten of the clock use e\ er 
either private study or common, lectures. At ten of the clock 
they go to dinner, whereas they be content with a penny piece 
of beef amongst four, having a few porridge made of the broth 
of the same beef with salt and oatmeal and nothing else. After 
this slender dinner they be either teaching or learning until five 
of the clock in the evening, when as they have a supper not much 
better than their dinner, immediately after the which they go 
either to reasoning in problems or unto some other study until 
it be nine or ten of the dock, and there being without fire are 
fam to walk or run up and down half an hour, to get a heat in 
their feet when they go to bed.'’ At Corpus, Oxford, the hour of 
the first meal was eleven in Bishop Jewel’s time, but otherwise 
Lever’s description would be nearly accurate for Hooker’s years 
of residence. During Jewel’s residence the students were driven 
by the plague to Witney, where the College had a sort of 
sanatorium. Jewel suffered so severely from cold that he 
contracted rheumatism in his leg and limped for the rest of 
his life. In the sixteenth century therefore the student’s life was 
hard and his comforts few. But Lever’s touching appeal for the 
“living saints” must not lead us to idealize them overmuch. 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, was founded in 1517 by Bishop 
Fox The history of the College has been carefully written with 
much graphic detail. There is much in it that is mean and sordid. 

The fifth President, Thomas Greenway, for instance, was 
a man of no dignity and very doubtful morality. Cole succeeded 
him just before Hooker came into residence, and seems to have 
been excellent in his fatherly care for the younger men— the 
discipuli and the probationary fellows ; but in his management 
of the College property and estates he was avaricious and 
grasping and almost dishonest, and therefore continually at 
feud with the senior fellows. On one famous occasion Bishop 
Home, the Visitor of the College, threatened him with depriva- 
tion ; Anthony Wood tells the story. “‘Well, well, Mr 
President, seeing it is so, you and the College must part without 
any more ado, and therefore see that you provide for yourself-’ 
Mr. Cole therefore, being unable to say any more, fetched a deep 
sigh and said, ‘What, my good Lord, must I then eat mice at 
Zurich again Meaning that he must endure the same misery 
again that he did at Zurich when he was an exile in Queen 
Mary's reign, when he was forced to eat carrion to keep life and 
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soul together. At ^\hich words the bishop being much terrified, 
for they worked with him more than all bis former oratory had 
done, said no more, but bid him be at rest, and deal honest y 
with the College.” It was the custom of the President and 
senior fellows to make a kind of progress once a year to the 
CoUege estates to collect rents and interview tenants. Of one 
of these progresses a witt>' account has come down to us 
composed by a fellow named Nicholas hlorice, about 15 2 
It IS in Latin with the title, “Dialogus de lustratione Geitonica, 
qui inscribitur Nuttus that is, “A Dialogue of the Jo««ey to 
Temple Gmting, which is entitled Nuttus.” Nuttus was William 
Nutt, another Corpus fellow for whom this jett d esfrit 

was written. We are delighted to find one single mention of 
Hooker. The party has been listening to a foolish speech by otc 
of the Manor stewards. If Reynolds had been listening to this 
man,” says Morice, “he would have averted his eyes at many 
parts ; if Hooker, he would have smiled, with bent head. It 
is interesting to find this first reference to Hooker’s personality 
so exactly in accord with what we hear later. John Spenser, 
eighth President, who was admitted to the College while 
Hooker was still in residence, says of Hooker in 1604, “whose 
eyes in the humility of his heart were always cast down to the 
ground.” The Reynolds above mentioned was President after 
Cole, and became the leader of the “ doctrinal ” Puritan party 
in Elizabeth’s reign. At the Hampton Court Conference he 
played a leading part. From about 1568 he was Hooker’s 
tutor and remained his friend through life, being continually 
consulted by him during the writing of the Ecclesiastical Polity.” 
Morice in his “ Dialogus speaks always most respectfully 
of Reynolds, but his general tone brings out a point of very 
great interest. Morice belongs to the party in the College which 
sympathized with the old religion. Dr. Fowler^ summarizes 
the facts by stating that “ the leaven of secret Romanism con- 
tinued to work in the College long after the Reformation was 
definitely settled, certainly throughout the reign of Elizabeth. 
At the end of the “ Dialogus” Morice takes occasion to sketch 
the characters of the Presidents of Corpus. On the last night 
of the progress, when dinner was cleared away, “ The President 
calls for cards, cards. We have a game and do not get to bed 
till twelve. It is all fun, we know. There is no harm ! Who 

1 “ Si Hookerus, demisso capite, subnsisset ” 

a “ History of Corpus Christi College,” p. 99- 
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Will say otherwise? But m that space of leisure CIa>Tnund 
would have been at his prayers on his knees ; Chedsey would 
have been at his studies ; Butcher would ha\e snored ; Morwen 
would have had a chat with the farmer, and Green'way with the 
farmer's wife." hlonce's attitude to the religious question is 
conveyed m his exclamation: “A frank Papist I love: for an 
honest Protestant I can die the death . but an aged trimmer, as 
I live, I abominate.” 1 

Hooker graduated B.A. m i573) hLA. m 1577? became 
a full fellow of his College in 1579' ^bis same year his 
Hebrew scholarship received a remarkable recognition. The 
Regius Professor fell ill of some obscure mental disorder, and 
Hooker was appointed his deputy till he should recover. We 
are told that in his own College Hooker’s Logic lectures were 
remarkable, and gained him a wide reputation. He had the 
good fortune to gain the respect and love of two influential 
pupils. One was Edwin Sandys, a son of the Archbishop 
of York, and the other George Cranmer, the grandnephew 
of the great Archbishop. Both young men proved their 
exceptional parts and abilities by tbeir deep and lasting 
regard for their tutor. Comments by both of them upon 
portions of the ‘^Polity” are extant and are - still printed 
m illustration of their master’s book. George Cranmer 
ended a career of great promise prematurely at the battle of 
Carlingford in Ireland, m i6oo. Edwin Sandys was knighted 
by King James, and his book KuropCB Speculum \ a “survey of 
religion in the Western parts of the World,” exhitits many 
interesting points of contact with Hooker’s mind and writings. 

It was probably in 1581 that Hooker, having taken holy 
orders, was summoned by John Aylmer, Bishop of London, to 
preach at St. Paul’s Cross. The Sermon was fraught with 
important consequences for the preacher. Walton has told us 
how it occasioned his marriage with Joan Churchman, the 
daughter of a draper in Watlmg Street, but it may be said also 
to mark the beginning of inquiries which resulted in the 
“ Polity.” It is the starting-point of Hooker’s later life, in which 
the bashful, peace-loving Oxford student found himself a leader 
in the fierce controversies which divided the Elizabethan Church. 
In his sermon he developed the doctrine that in God we may 
conceive that there are two wills, one antecedent and another 

1 “ Papistam equidem ingenuura dihgo : pro honesto Prote3tante emori possum. 
neutrum seniculum, ita vivam, abhominor." 
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consequent. But this seemed to cross a late opinion of IMr. 
Calvin’s/' who had said in the “Institutes'’^ that “nothing is less 
accordant with the nature of God than that He should have a 
double will.” Hooker therefore became at once conspicuous as 
having differed from Calvin. He gives his own mature view on 
the point m Book V, chap, xlix, of the “Polity,” but his theory 
was remembered against him and might have caused him trouble 
but for the presence of Bishop Aylmer himself at the sermon. 

In 1584 Hooker was presented to the vicarage of Drayton- 
Beauchamp in Buckinghamshire, but vacated it almost at once 
to become Master of the Temple. The previous Master, 
Richard Alvey, had been a pronounced Puritan, and his after- 
noon lecturer was Walter Travers, whose views were definitely 
Presbyterian. By these two men Presbyteinan methods had 
been introduced into the management of the Temple Church and 
the views of the “ Disciplinarian ” Puritans as to public worship 
very thoroughly adopted. Lord Burghley proposed Travers as 
Master, but Archbishop Whitgift objected to him as a man 
from whom no loyalty to the Prayer Book could be expected. 
The Queen would not accept Whitgift’s nominee, but rejected 
Travers, and Hooker was appointed master, perhaps on the 
recommendation of Archbishop Sandys and Bishop Aylmer, on 
March 17, 1584-5. 

It was not surprising that the famous duel between “pure 
Canterbury in the morning and Geneva in the afternoon ” began 
almost at once. The end of it was that Whitgift inhibited the 
Reader, Travers, because he preached against the Master. 
Travers at once -wrote a “Supplication” against the action 
of the Archbishop, which he addressed to the Privy Council. 
Hooker, finding this document m everybody’s hands, wrote an 
“Answer” m his own defence to the Archbishop. 

From these two documents it becomes plain that we have in 
the two sermons printed below (pp. 1-75) the gist of what Travers 
found objectionable in Hooker’s preaching. He complains first 
of the old sermon of 1581. Then he objects to the opening 
argument of the sermon on the Certainty and Perpetuity of 
Faith, and more especially the sentence, “that which we see by 
the light of grace, though it be indeed more certain : yet is it 
not to us so evidently as that which sense, or the light of 
nature will not suffer a man to doubt of.” We have here the 
germ of the whole discussion of the relation between reason and 
1 Instit , iu. 24 
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revelatioDjWhicli is contained m Books I L and III. of the Polity. 
Hooker declines to use the Bible to strangle his human faculties, 
just as he declines to use it to fetter ail freedom of human a.ction 
in church government. But the Discourse of Justification is the 
fullest statement of what Hooker taught at the Temple Church. 

The mother sentence whereof I little thought that so much 
trouble would have grown” was the simple observation, I 
doubt not but God was merciful to save thousands of our fathers 
living in popish superstitions, inasmuch as they sinned ignorantly. 
But Hooker, when challenged, could not withdraw his statement ; 
on the contrary he enlarged and enforced it with passionate 
eloquence : Surely in this case I have no respect of any 

person alive or dead. Give me a man of what estate or con- 
dition soever, yea, a cardinal or a pope, w^hom at the extreme 
point of his life affliction hath made to know himself ; . . . 
whose eyes are opened to see the truth ... this one opinion of 
merits excepted ; . • • shall I think, because of this only 
error, that such a man toucheth not so much as the hem of 
Christ’s garment.?” There is nothing of Hooker’s that reveals 
his heart so fully as this sermon. The exquisite temper of the 
writer, his combination of sweet reasonableness with ardour for 
truth, which is the charm of the “Polity” appears full grown in 
the deeply-felt paragraphs of this noble discourse. The close 
connection of the “Polity” and the Discourse becomes clear in 
such a sentence as : “ By the masters of civil policy nothing is so 
much inculcated as that commonwealths are founded upon 
laws. ... So it is in our spiritual Christian community.” 

It was in pursuit of the truth about the matters raised in this 
controversy that Hooker took up the composition of the treatise 
which he called “ Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity.” But he 
found that he could not get on with it in London. “ I shall 
never be able to finish what I have begun,” he writes to Whit- 
gift, “ unless I be removed into some quiet country parsonage, 
where I may see God’s blessing spring out of my mother earth 
and eat mine own bread in peace and privacy.” In 1591 he got 
his wnsh, being appointed Vicar of Boscombe, m Wiltshire. But 
the book he was working on was not to be concerned only with 
his own pei'sonal controversies. Whitgift desired that Hooker 
should review the whole course of the controversy between the 
supporters of Elizabeth’s religious settlement and those who 
wished to overthrow it. This controversy began by the publica- 
tion in 1572 of the virulent “Admonition to Parliament” and 
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Second Admonition to Parliament," which w’ere herce attacks 
upon the Prayer Book and the constitution of the Elizabethan 
Church. Whitgift, in 1572, produced “An Answer to this, 
which Thomas Cartwright, the leading Cambridge Puritan, re- 
plied to wuth “A Reply to an Answer,” in 1573. This was so 
able and impressive a piece of work that Whitgift could not 
leave it unanswered, and accordingly produced in 1574 a second 
treatise, in which his first “Answer” was included, which he 
called “ The Defence of the Answer . . . against the Reply.” 
This is a large folio of 800 pages. Cartwright retorted with 
“The Second Reply of Thomas Cartwright” in 1575; and 
“The Rest of the Second Reply” in 1577. But Whitgift could 
not find leisure to answer these two final books by Cartwright, 
and it was made a reproach against him that he had suffered 
the redoubtable T. C. to have the last word. It was this con- 
troversy which the “ Ecclesiastical Polity ” resumed and summed 
up. Hooker reviews all the main positions of Cartwright, carefully 
adopting Whitgift’s scrupulousness m quoting large sections of 
his opponent in the course of his argument. The first four 
books of the “ Polity ” appeared in 1 594, nearly twenty years 
after Cartwright’s third volume, but in the contents eight books 
are summarized. In 1 595 Hooker was presented by Whitgift 
to Bishopsboume, near Canterbury, and in 1597 he published 
Book V. of the “ Polity,” with a dedication to the Archbishop. 
There can hardly be any doubt that before his death on hTo- 
vember 2, 1600, he finished the last three books, but also there 
can be little doubt that they were, in their completed state, 
destroyed. What we now have as the last three books were not 
printed till nearly the middle of the seventeenth century, and 
while we may feel confident that they are from Hooker’s pen, 
they are not finished, and do not correspond exactly to what 
he promised in 1594. His finished work is all included in the 
five books published before his death. 

Hooker’s five books made a great impression upon the English 
public, but a faint voice was raised in opposition. In 1599 
there appeared a tract of fifty pages entitled, “A Christian 
Letter of certain English Protestants, unfained favourers of the 
present state of religion, authorised and professed in England : 
unto that reverend and learned man, Mr. R. Hoo. requiring 
resolution in certain matters of doctrine (which seem to over- 
throw the foundation of Christian religion, and of the Church 
among us) expressly contained in his five books of ‘ Ecclesiastical 
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Polity.'^’ This treatise is not creditable either to the heart or 
the head of the anonymous writer or writers, and is remembered 
only because Hooker read it and meditated an answer, and his 
copy, copiously annotated by his own hand, is m the library of 
Corpus Chnsti College, Oxford. The tract is referred to in the 
notes of Books 1 . to V. of the “Polity” as “Chr. Letter,” and 
many of Hookeds caustic comments are quoted. At the end of 
Book V. certain longer fragments of Hookeds contemplated 
answer are printed as Appendix I. The fragments are pre- 
served in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. These notes 
of Hooker’s are of unexpected interest, because they exhibit him 
as it were in undress, and prove how much fire and point and 
pungency his mind retained at the very end of his life, when 
undoubtedly his body was becoming frail and ailing. They 
show us the foundation of mother-wit and pithy English upon 
which the towers and temples of his “great argument” were 
raised. One sentence scribbled on the title-page of the tract 
was chosen by Keble in 1836 as a motto for his edition of 
Hookeds works: “All things written in this book I humbly 
and meekly submit to the censure of the grave and reverend 
Prelates within this land, to the judgment of learned men, and 
the sober consideration, of all others. Wherein I may haply 
err as others before me have done, but an heretic by the help 
of Almighty God I will never be.” 

It is, no doubt, partly because Hooker wrote nearly twenty 
years after the controversy he sums up that theie is in his book 
such a fine spirit of candour and tolerance ; but his own 
singularly sweet and fair-minded temperament is the first cause 
of this. Hooker is a representative Elizabethan in the scope 
of his mmd and sympathies. He contrived to unite and hold 
in a real equilibrium a deep sympathy with the three great 
spintual currents of his time. He was sincerely and deeply an 
Evangelical, a Catholic, and a Rationalist. Low Churchmen, 
High Churchmen, and Broad Churchmen, can all find them- 
selves to-day in Hooker, and claim him as their master. But 
for all of them the lesson of his personality is its mclusiveness, 
its harmony of apparently opposite qualities and habits of 
mind, which the intense national vitality of the age fused into 
a unity. 

Ronald Bayne. 

1907. 
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Of the Lawes of Ecclesiastical Politic. Eyght Bookes by Richard 
Hooker. Panted by John Wmdet, without date (1592, 1594?). Only 
four books were given in this edition ; these were re-issued in 1604. 
The Fifth Book, the last to be published in Hooker’s lifetime, was pub- 
lished in 1597 ; the Sixth and Eighth in 1648 and 1651. The Seventh 
Book first appeared in Gauden’s edition of Hooker’s works, 1662. 
The “ Works” were re-issued, with Life by Izaak Walton, 1666, 1676, 
1682; and there have been several later re-issues. The “Works” 
were edited by Keble and published 1836 ; revised edition (Church 
and Paget), 1888. The First Book of the Polity, ed. Church (Clarendon 
Press), 1876 ; the Fifth Book, ed. by R. Bayne (“English Theological 
Library”), 1902 ; An Introduction to Fifth Book, by F. Paget, 1899 ; 
Selections, by Keble, 1839. Theie have been several abridgments of 
the “ Poll tie.” 

In 1612 several sermons were published separately, and in the same 
year appeared “A Learned Discourse of Justification, etc., on Habak. 
i. 4,” and an “Answer to the Supplication that Mr. Travers Made to 
the Council ” ; two further sermons weie published 1613. Finally, as an 
Appendix to Launcelot Andrewes’ work, “ A Summarie View of the 
Government, etc.,” appeared “A Discovery of the Causes of these 
Contentions touching Church Government, out of the fragments by 
Hooker,” but the authorship of this is questioned. 

Izaak Walton’s Life of Hooker was first published in 1665. 
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SERMON 

OF 

THE CERTAINTY AND PERPETUITY OF FAITH 
IN THE ELECT: 

ESPECIALLY OF THE PROPHET HABAKKUK’s FAITH ^ 


Habak I. 4 

Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth.”] 
Whether the Prophet Habakkuk, by admitting this cogitation into his 
mind, The law doth fail,” did thereby shew himself an unbeliever. 

We have seen in the opening of this clause which con- 
cerneth the weakness of the prophet's faith, first what things 
they are whereunto the faith of sound believers doth assent : 
secondly wherefore all men assent not thereunto : and 
thirdly why they that do, do it many times with small 
assurance. Now because nothing can be so truly spoken, 
but through misunderstanding it may be depraved , there- 
fore to prevent, if it be possible, all misconstruction in this 
cause, where a small error cannot rise but with great 
danger, it is perhaps needful, ere we come to the fourth 
point, that something be added to that which hath been 
already spoken concerning the third. 

1 [This and the Discourse of Justification, are now placed first among 
Hooker’s Opuscula, as having probably been earliest written. See 
Travers’s Supplication to the Council, in Dobson’s Hooker, li. p 464. 

Upon . occasion of this doctrine of his, that the assurance of that 
we believe by the word is not so certain as of that we perceive by sense, 
I . . . taught the doctrine otherwise. — According to which course of 
late, when as he had taught, ‘^that the church of Rome is a true church/ 
&c.” Compare Hooker’s Answer, § g, 10, ii It should seem as if 
these two, and the Sermons on Pnde, were portions of a series on the 
Prophecy of Habakkuk preached m the Temple Church, 1585"^ ^ 
the present arrangement sets them in the order of their texts.] 
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2 The Certainty and Perpetuity 

That mere natural men do neither know nor acknowledge 
the things of God, we do not marvel, because they are 
spiritually to be discerned , but they in whose hearts the 
light of grace doth shine, they that are taught of God, why 
are they so weak in faith ? why is their assenting to the law 
so scrupulous? so much mingled with fear and wavering? 
It seemeth strange that ever they should imagine the law to 
fail. It cannot seem strange if we vreigh the reason. If 
the things which we believe be considered in themselves, it 
may truly be said that faith is more certain than any science. 
That which we know either by sense, or by infallible demon- 
stration, is not so certain as the principles, articles, and 
conclusions of Christian faith. Concerning which w'e must 
note, that there is a Certainty of Evidence, and a Certainty 
of Adherence Certainty of Evidence we call that, when 
the mind doth assent unto this or that, not because it is 
true in itself, but because the truth is clear, because it is 
manifest unto us Of things in themselves most certain, 
except they be also most evident, our persuasion is not so 
assured as it is of things more evident, although in them- 
selves they be less certain. It is as sure, if not surer, that 
there be spirits, as that there be men ; but we be more 
assured of these than of them, because these are more 
evident. The truth of some things is so evident, that no 
man which heareth them can doubt of them as when w^e 
hear that ‘‘a part of any thing is less than the whole, the 
mmd is constrained to say, this is true If it were so in 
matters of faith, then, as all men have equal certainty of 
this, so no believer should be more scrupulous and doubtful 
than another. But we find the contrary. The angels and 
spirits of the righteous in heaven have certainty most 
evident of things spiritual : but this they have by the light 
of glory. That which we see by the light of grace, though 
it be indeed more certain ; yet is it not to us so evidently 
certain, as that which sense or the light of nature will not 
sujffer a man to doubt of. Proofs are vain and frivolous 
except they be more certain than is the thing proved * and 
do we not see how the Spirit every where in the Scripture 
proveth matters of faith, laboureth to confirm us in the 
things which we believe, by things whereof we have sensible 
knowledge ? I conclude therefore that we have less certainty 
of evidence concerning things believed, than concerning 
sensible or naturally perceived. Of these who doth doubt 



of Faith in the Elect 3 

at any time ? Of them at some time who doubteth not ? I 
will not here allege the sundry confessions of the perfectest 
that have lived upon earth concerning their great imper- 
fections this way ; which if I did, I should dwell too long 
upon a matter sufficiently known by every faithful man that 
doth know himself. 

The other, which we call the Certainty of Adherence, is 
when the heart doth cleave and stick unto that which it doth 
believe. This certainty is greater in us than the other. The 
reason is this : the faith of a Christian doth apprehend the 
words of the law, the promises of God, not only as true, but 
also as good ; and therefore even then when the evidence 
which he hath of the truth is so small that it grieveth him 
to feel his weakness in assenting thereto, yet is there in him 
such a sure adherence unto that which he doth but faintly 
and fearfully believe, that his spirit having once truly tasted 
the heavenly sweetness thereof, all the world is not able 
quite and clean to remove him from it ; but he striveth 
with himself to hope against all reason of believing, being 
settled with Job upon this unmoveable resolution, “Though 
God kill me, I will not give over trusting in him.’' ^ For 
why ? this lesson remaineth for ever imprinted in him, “ It 
is good for me to cleave unto God.” ^ 

Now the minds of all men being so darkened as they are 
with the foggy damp of original corruption, it cannot be that 
any man's heart living should be either so enlightened in the 
knowledge, or so established in the love of that wherein his 
salvation standeth, as to be perfect, neither doubting nor 
shrinking at all. If any such were, what doth let why that 
man should not be justified by his own inherent righteous- 
ness? For righteousness inherent being perfect will justify. 
And perfect faith is a part of perfect righteousness inherent ; 
yea a principal part, the root and the mother of all the rest : 
so that if the fruit of every tree be such as the root is, faith 
being perfect, as it is if it be not at all mingled with distrust 
and fear, what is there to exclude other Christian virtues 
from the like perfections? And then what need we the 
righteousness of Christ ? His garment is superfluous : we 
may be honourably clothed with our own robes, if it be 
thus. But let them beware who challenge to themselves a 
strength which they have not, lest they lose the comfortable 
support of that weakness which indeed they have. 

^ [Job xiii. 15.] 2 FsalEi Ixxiii. 28. 
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Some shew, although no soundness of ground, there is, 
which may be alleged for defence of this supposed per- 
fection in certainty touching matters of our faith ; as first 
that Abraham did believe and doubted not : secondly, that 
the Spirit which God hath given us to no other end, but 
only to assure us that we are the sons of God, to embolden 
us to call upon him as our Father, to open our eyes, and to 
make the truth of things believed evident unto our minds, 
is much mightier in operation than the common light of 
nature, whereby we discern sensible things : wherefore we 
must needs be more sure of that we believe, than of that we 
see ; we must needs be more certain of the mercies of God 
in Christ Jesus, than we are of the light of the sun when it 
shineth upon our faces. 

To that of Abraham, He did not doubt ; ^ I answer, 
that this negation doth not exclude all fear, all doubting, 
but only that which cannot stand with true faith. It freeth 
Abraham from doubting through Infidelity, not from doubt- 
ing through Infirmity ; from the doubting of Unbelievers, 
not of weak Believers ; from such a doubting as that whereof 
the prince of Samaria is attainted, who hearing the promise 
of sudden plenty in the midst of extreme dearth, answered, 
“ Though the Lord would make windows in heaven, were it 
possible so to come to pass ? ^ But that Abraham was not 
void of all doublings, what need we any other proof than the 
plain evidence of his own words ^ ^ 

The reason which is taken from the power of the Spirit 
were effectual, if God did work like a natural agent, as the 
fire doth inflame, and the sun enlighten, according to the 
uttermost ability which they have to bring forth their effects. 
But the incomprehensible wisdom of God doth limit the 
effects of his power to such a measure as seemeth best unto 
himself. Wherefore he worketh that certainty in all, which 
sufificeth abundantly to their salvation in the life to come ; 
but in none so great as attaineth in this life unto perfection. 
Even so, O Lord, it hath pleased thee ; even so it is best 
and fittest for us, that feeling still our own infirmities, we 
may no longer breathe than pray, Adjuva, Domine ; 
“Help, Lord, our incredulity.’’^ Of the third question, 
this I hope will suffice, being added unto that which hath 


1 [Rom. iv 20, ob^BL€Kp( 6 ri ^Trurric^,} 
® Gen. xvii. 17. 


2 [2 Kings vii. 2.] 

^ [S. Mark ix. 24.] 
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been thereof already spoken. The fourth question resteth, 
and so an end of this point. 

That which cometh last of all in this first branch to be 
considered concerning the w^eakness of the Prophet’s faith, 
“ "l^Tether he did by this very thought, The law doth fail^ 
quench the Spirit, fall from faith, and shew himself an 
unbeliever, or no ? ” The question is of moment ; the 
repose and tranquillity of infinite souls doth depend upon 
it. The Prophet’s case is the case of many ; which way 
soever we cast for him, the same way it passeth for ail 
others. If in him this cogitation did extinguish grace, why 
the like thoughts in us should not take the like effects, 
there is no cause. Forasmuch therefore as the matter is 
weighty, dear, and precious, which we have in hand, it 
behoveth us with so much the greater chariness to wade 
through it, taking special heed both what we build, and 
whereon we build, that if our building be pearl, our founda- 
tion be not stubble \ if the doctnne we teach be full of 
comfort and consolation, the ground whereupon we gather 
it be sure : otherwise we shall not save but deceive both 
ourselves and others. In this we know we are not deceived, 
neither can we deceive you, when we teach that the faith 
whereby ye are sanctified cannot fail; it did not in the 
Prophet, it shall not in you. If it be so, let the difference 
be shewed between the condition of unbelievers and his, in 
this or in the like imbecility and weakness. There was in 
Habakkuk that which St John doth call ‘^the seed of 
God,”^ meaning thereby the First Grace which God poureth 
into the hearts of them that are incorporated into Christ; 
which having received, if because it is an adversary to sin, 
we do therefore think we sin not both otherwise, and also 
by distrustful and doubtful apprehending of that which we 
ought steadfastly to believe, surely we do but deceive our- 
selves. Yet they which are of God do not sin either in this, 
or in any thing, any such sin as doth quite extinguish grace, 
clean cut them off from Christ Jesus ; because the “ seed of 
God ” abideth in them, and doth shield them from receiving 
any irremediable wound. Their faith, when it is at the 
strongest, is but weak; yet even then when it is at the 
weakest, so strong, that utterly it never faileth, it never 
perisheth altogether, no not in them who think it extin- 
guished in themselves. There are for whose sakes I dare 
1 [i John m. 9.] 
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not deal slightly in this cause, sparing that labour which 
must be bestowed to make it plain. Men in like agonies 
unto this of the Prophet Habakkuk’s are through the 
extremity of grief many times in judgment so confounded, 
that they find not themselves in themselves. For that 
which dwelleth in their hearts they seek, they make diligent 
search and inquiry. It abideth, it worketh in them, yet 
still they ask where ; still they lament as for a thing which 
is past finding * they mourn as Rachel, and refuse to be 
comforted, as if that were not which indeed is, and as if 
that which is not were, as if they did not believe when 
they do, and as if they did despair when they do not. 
Which in some I grant is but a melancholy passion, pro- 
ceeding only from that dejection of mind, the cause whereof 
IS the body, and by bodily means can be taken away. But 
where there is no such bodily cause, the mind is not lightly 
in this mood, but by some of these three occasions . one, 
that judging by comparison either with other men, or with 
themselves at some other time more strong, they think 
imperfection to be a plain deprivation, weakness to be utter 
want of faith 

Another cause is, they often mistake one thing for another. 
St. Paul wishing well to the Church of Rome prayeth for 
them after this sort “The God of hope fill you with all 
joy of believing.'^ ^ Hence an error groweth, when men in 
heaviness of spirit suppose they lack faith, because they find 
not the sugared joy and delight which indeed doth accompany 
faith, but so as a separable accident, as a thing that may be 
removed from it ; yea there is a cause why it should be 
removed. The light would never be so acceptable, w^ere it 
not for that usual intercourse of darkness. Too much 
honey doth turn to gall ; and too much joy even spiritually 
would make us wantons. Happier a great deal is that 
man’s case, whose soul by inward desolation is humbled, 
than he whose heart is through abundance of spiritual 
delight lifted up and exalted above measure. Better it is 
sometimes to go down into the pit with him, who, behold- 
ing darkness, and bewailing the loss of inward joy and 
consolation, crieth from the bottom of the lowest hell, “ My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? ” ^ than con- 
tinually to walk arm in arm with angels, to sit as it were in 
Abraham’s bosom, and to have no thought, no cogitation, 
^ [Rom. XV. 13.] 2 [Psal. xxii. I.] 
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but I thank my God it is not with me as it is with other 
men.^'i No, God will have them that shall walk in light 
to feel now and then what it is to sit m the shadow of 
death- A grieved spirit therefore is no argument of a 
faithless mind 

A third occasion of men’s misjudging themselves, as if 
they -were faithless when they are not, is, they fasten their 
cogitations upon the distrustful suggestions of the flesh, 
whereof finding great abundance in themselves, they gather 
thereby, Surely unbelief hath full dominion, it hath taken 
plenary possession of me ; if I were faithful, it could not be 
thus : not marking the motions of the Spirit and of faith, 
because they he buried and overwhelmed with the contrary : 
when notwithstanding as the blessed Apostle doth acknow- 
ledge,- that “ the Spirit groaneth,” and that God heareth when 
we do not; so there is no doubt, but that our faith may 
have and hath her privy operations secret to us, in whom, 
yet known to him by whom they are. 

Tell this to a man that hath a mind deceived by too hard 
an opinion of himself, and it doth but augment his grief : 
he hath his answer ready, Will you make me think other- 
wise than I find, than I feel in myself? I have thoroughly 
considered and exquisitely sifted all the corners of my heart, 
and I see what there is , never seek to persuade me against 
my knowledge ; “ I do not, I know I do not believe.” 

Well, to favour them a little in their weakness ; let that 
be granted which they do imagine ; be it that they are faith- 
less and without belief. But are they not grieved for their 
unbelief? They are. Do they not wish it might, and also 
strive that it may, be otherwise? We know they do. 
Whence cometh this, but from a secret love and liking 
which they have of those things that are believed? No 
man can love things which in his own opinion are not. 
And if they think those things to be, which they shew that 
they love when they desire to believe them ; then must it 
needs be, that by desiring to believe they prove themselves 
true believers. For without faith, no man thinketh that 
things believed are. Which argument all the subtilty of 
infernal powers will never be able to dissolve. 

The faith therefore of true believers, though it have many 
and grievous downfalls, yet doth it still continue invincible ; 
it conquer eth and recovereth itself in the end. The 
^ [Luke xvm. ii.] ^ [Rom. vui 26, 27.] 
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dangerous conflicts whereunto it is subject are not able to 
prevail against it. The Prophet Habakkuk remained faithful 
in weakness, though weak in faith. 

It is true, such is our weak and wavering nature, we have 
no sooner received grace, but we are ready to fall from it : 
we have no sooner given our assent to the law', that it 
cannot fail, but the next conceit w'hich w'e are ready to 
embrace is, that it may, and that it doth fail. Though we 
find in ourselves a most whiling heart to cleave unseparably 
unto God, even so far as to think unfeignedly with Peter, 
“Lord, I am ready to go with thee into prison and to 
death yet how soon and how easily, upon how small 
occasions are we changed, if w^e be but a while let alone and 
left unto ourselves ? The Galatians to-day, for their sakes 
which teach them the truth of Christ, content, if need were, 
to pluck out their own eyes,^ and the next day ready to 
pluck out theirs which taught them. The love of the 
Angel of the Church of Ephesus, how greatly inflamed, and 
how quickly slacked ^ 

The higher we flow, the nearer we are unto an ebb, if 
men be respected as mere men, according to the wonted 
course of their alterable inclination, without the heavenly 
support of the Spirit. 

Again, the desire of our ghostly enemy is so uncredible, 
and his means so forcible to overthrow our faith, that whom 
the blessed Apostle knew betrothed and made hand-fast 
unto Christ, to them he could not write but with great 
trembling: “I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy, 
for I have prepared you to one husband to present you a 
pure virgin unto Christ : but I fear, lest as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtflty, so your minds should be 
corrupted from the simplicity which is in Christ.’'^ The 
simplicity of faith which is in Christ taketh the naked 
promise of God, his bare word, and on that it resteth. 
This simplicity the serpent laboureth continually to pervert, 
corrupting the mind with many imaginations of repugnancy 
and contrariety between the promise of God and those 
things which sense or experience or some other fore- 
conceived persuasion hath imprinted. 

The word of the promise of God unto his people is, “I 
will not leave thee nor forsake thee . ” ^ upon this the 

1 [Luke xxii. 33 ] 2 ^ ^ ® [Apoc. ii. 2, 4.] 

^ 2 Cor. XI. 2, 3. ® Jos. 1 5 ; Heb. xm. 5. 
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Simplicity of faith resteth, and it is not afraid of famine. 
But marie how the subtilty of Satan did corrupt the minds 
of that rebellious generation, whose spirits were not faithful 
unto God. They beheld the desolate state of the desert in 
which they w^ere, and by the wisdom of their sense concluded 
the promise of God to be but folly : “ Can God prepare a 
table in the wilderness ? ^ 

The word of the promise to Sarah was, “ Thou shalt bear 
a son.” Faith is simple, and doubteth not of it : but Satan, 
to corrupt the simplicity of faith, entangleth the mind of the 
woman with an argument drawn from common experience 
to the contrary : “A woman that is old ^ Sarah now to be 
acquainted again with forgotten passions of youth ! ” ^ 

The word of the promise of God by Moses and the 
prophets made the Saviour of the world so apparent unto 
Philip, that his simplicity could conceive no other Messias, 
than Jesus of Nazareth the son of Joseph. But to stay 
Nathanael, lest being invited to come and see, he should 
also believe, and so be saved, the subtilty of Satan casteth 
a mist before his eyes, putteth in his head against this the 
common-conceived pei suasion of all men concerning 
Nazareth : ‘Ms it possible that a good thing should come 
from thence?”^ 

This stratagem he doth use with so great dexterity, the 
minds of all men are so strangely bewitched with it, that it 
bereaveth them for the time of all perceivance of that which 
should lelieve them and be their comfort; yea it taketh all 
remembrance from them, even of things wherewith they are 
most familiarly acquainted. The people of Israel could not 
be ignorant, that he which led them through the sea was 
able to feed them in the desert * but this was obliterated 
and put out by the sense of their present want. Feeling 
the hand of God against them in their food, they remember 
not his hand in the day that he delivered them from the 
hand of the oppressor. Sarah was not then to learn, that 
“with God all things were possible.”^ Had Nathanael 
never noted how “God doth choose the base things of 
this world to disgrace them that are most honourably 
esteemed ” ? ^ 

The Prophet Habakkuk knew that the promises of grace, 
protection, and favour, which God in the law doth make 

^ Psal Ixxvni. 1 9. ^ Gen xviii. 12. ® John 1. 46. 

4 Malt. XIX. 26. ® I Cor. 1. 27, 28 
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unto his people, do not grant them any such immunity as 
can free and exempt them from all chastisements : he 
knew that as God said, “ I will continue my mercy for ever 
towards them ; so he likewise said, Their transgressions 
I will punish with a rod : ^ he knew that it cannot stand 
with any reason we should set the measure of our own 
punishments, and presciibe unto God how great or how 
long our sufferings shall be : he knew that we were blind, and 
altogether ignorant what is best for us; that we sue for 
many things very unwisely against ourselves, thinking we 
ask fish when indeed we crave a serpent: he knew that 
when the thing we ask is good, and yet God seemeth slow 
to grant it, he doth not deny but defer our petitions, to the 
end we might learn to desire great things greatly : all this 
he knew. But, beholding the land which God had severed 
for his own people, and seeing it abandoned unto heathen 
nations ; viewing how reproachfully they did tread it down, 
and wholly make havock of it at their pleasure ; beholding 
the Lord’s own royal seat made a heap of stones, his temple 
defiled, the carcasses of his servants cast out for the fowls 
of the air to devour, and the flesh of his meek ones for the 
beasts of the field to feed upon ; being conscious to himself 
how long and how earnestly he had cried, “ Succour us, O 
God of our welfare, for the glory of thine own name ; ” ^ and 
feeling that their sore was still increased : the conceit of 
repugnancy between this which was object to his eyes, and 
that which faith upon promise of the law did look for, made 
so deep an impression and so strong, that he disputeth not 
the matter; but without any further inquiry or search 
inferreth, as we see, ‘‘The law doth fail” 

Of us who is heie which cannot very soberly advise his 
brother? Sir, you must learn to strengthen your faith by 
that experience which heretofore you have had of God’s 
great goodness towards you : “ Per ea quas agnoscas pr^estita, 
discas sperare promissa ; ” “By those things which you have 
known performed, learn to hope for those things which are 
promised.” Do you acknowledge to have received much ? 
Let that make you certain to receive more : “ Habenti 
dabitur;” “To him that hath more shall be given.” When 
you doubt what you shall have, search what you have had 
at God’s hands. Make this reckoning, that the benefits, 
which he hath bestowed, are bills obligatory and sufficient 
^ [Ps. Ixxxix. 28, 32.] ^ [Ps. Ixxix. 9.] 
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sureties that he will bestow further. His present mercy is 
still a warrant of his future love, because, ‘‘ whom he loveth, 
he loveth unto the end.'' ^ Is it not thus ? 

Yet if we could reckon up as many evident, clear, un- 
doubted signs of God's reconciled love towards us as there 
are years, yea days, yea hours, past over our heads ; all these 
set together have not such force to confirm our faith, as the 
loss, and sometimes the only fear of losing a little transitory 
goods, credit, honour, or favour of men, — a small calamity, 
a rnatter of nothing,— to breed a conceit, and such a conceit 
as is not easily again removed, that we are clean crost out 
of God's book, that he regards us not, that he looketh upon 
others, but passeth by us like a stranger to whom we are not 
known. Then we think, looking upon others, and com- 
paring them with ourselves. Their tables are furnished day 
by day ; earth and ashes are our bread : they sing to the 
lute, and they see their children dance before them ; our 
hearts are heavy in our bodies as lead, our sighs beat as 
thick as a swift pulse, our tears do wash the beds wherein 
we lie : the sun shineth fair upon their foreheads ; we are 
hanged up like bottles in the smoke, cast into corners like 
the sherds of a broken pot : tell not us of the promises of 
God’s favour, tell such as do reap the fiuit of them; they 
belong not to us, they are made to others. The Lord be 
merciful to our weakness, but thus it is. 

Well, let the frailty of our nature, the subtilty of Satan, 
the force of our deceivable imaginations be, as we cannot 
deny but they are, things that threaten every moment the 
utter subversion of our faith , faith notwithstanding is not 
hazarded by these things. That which one sometimes told 
the senators of Rome,^ “Ego sic existimabam, P. C. uti 
patmm scepe meum praedicantem audiveram, qui vestram 
amicitiam diligenter colerent, eos multum laborem suscipere, 
caeterum ex omnibus maxime tutos esse ; " “ As I have often 
heard my father acknowledge, so I myself did ever think, 
that the friends and favourers of this state charged them- 
selves with great labour, but no man's condition so safe as 
theirs ; ” the same we may say a great deal more justly in 
this case : our Fathers and Prophets, our Loid and Master, 
hath full often spoken, by long experience we have found it 
true, as many as have entered their names in the mystical 
Book of Life, “Eos maximum laborem suscipere," they 
^ John xiii. i. 2 gallust. Jugurth. c. 14. 
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have taken upon them a laboursome, a toilsome, a painful 
profession, ‘‘ sed omnium maxime tutos esse,” but no man's 
security like to theirs. “ ^ Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired 
to winnow thee as wheat;” here is our toil: “but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not ; ” this is our safety. 
No man's condition so sure as ours : the prayer of Christ is 
more than sufficient both to strengthen us, be we never so 
weak ; and to overthrow all adversary power, be it never so 
strong and potent. His prayer must not exclude our labour : 
their thoughts are vam who think that their w^atching can 
preserve the city which God himself is not willing to keep : 
and are not theirs as vain, who think that God will keep the 
city, for which they themselves are not careful to watch? 
The husbandman may not therefore burn his plough, nor 
the merchant forsake his trade, because God hath promised 
“I whll not forsake thee.” And do the promises of God 
concerning our stability, think you, make it a matter 
indifferent for us to use or not to use the means whereby, to 
attend or not to attend to reading? to pray or not to pray 
that we ‘‘fall not into temptations?” Surely if we look to 
stand in the faith of the sons of God, we must hourly, con- 
tinually, be providing and setting ourselves to strive. It 
was not the meaning of our Lord and Saviour in saying,^ 
“ Father, keep them in thy name,” that we should be careless 
to keep ourselves. To our own safety, our own sedulity is 
required. And then blessed for ever and ever be that 
mother's child whose faith hath made him the child of God. 
The earth may shake, the pillars of the world may tremble 
under us, the countenance of the heaven may be appalled, 
the sun may lose his light, the moon her beauty, the stars 
their glory ; but concerning the man that trusteth in God, if 
the fire have proclaimed itself unable as much as to singe a 
hair of his head, if lions, beasts ravenous by nature and keen 
with hunger, being set to devour, have as it were religiously 
adored the very flesh of the faithful man ; what is there in 
the world that shall change his heart, overthrow his faith, 
alter his affection towards God, or the affection of God to 
him? If I be of this note, who shall make a separation 
between me and my God ? “ Shall tribulation, or anguish, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? ” ^ 
No ; “ I am persuaded that neither tribulation, nor anguish, 

^ Luke xxii. 31, 32. ^ (John xvii. ii.] 

3 [Rom. viii. 35, 38, 39.] 
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nor persecution, nor famine, nor nakedness, nor peril, nor 
sword, nor death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature,” shall ever prevail so far 
over me. “ I know in whom I have believed , ” I am not 
ignorant whose precious blood hath been shed for me ; I 
have a Shepherd full of kindness, full of care, and full of 
power : unto him I commit myself ; his own finger hath 
engraven this sentence in the tables of my heart, “ Satan 
hath desired to winnow thee as wheat, but I have prayed 
that thy faith fail not : ” therefore the assurance of my hope 
I will labour to keep as a jewel unto the end, and by 
labour, through the gracious mediation of his prayer, I 
shall keep it 
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LEARNED DISCOURSE 


OF 

JUSTIFICATION, WORKS, AND HOW THE 
FOUNDATION OF FAITH IS OVERTHROWN ^ 


Habak. I. 4. 

The wicked doth compass about the righteous : therefoie perverse 
judgment doth proceed. 

For better^ manifestation of the prophet’s meaning in 
this place, we are, first, to consider ‘‘the wicked,” of whom 
hesaith, “that they compass about “the righteous : ” secondly, 
“ the righteous ” that are compassed about by them : and 
thirdly, that ’which is inferred; “ therefore ^ perverse judg- 
ment proceedeth.” Touching the first, there are two kinds 
of wicked men, of whom in the fifth of the former to the 
Corinthians, the blessed Apostle speaketh thus : ^ “ Do ye 

» the better E. ^ Ergo X) “ Corinthes D. 

^ [Fiom a passage in Hooker’s answer to Travers’s Supplication, § 
5 we know that this sermon was preached in the first year of Hooker’s 
mastership of the Temple. For he says, “ I am able to prove that 
myself have now Jbr a fullyeer together hoxmo. the continuance of such 
dealings,” &c And it appears from Strype’s Collections, inserted in 
Walton’s Life of Hooker, that the sermon was preached the 28th March, 
and that Traveis’s notes of exception to it were “ set down and shewed ” 
March 30, 1 585 : but a MS in the Harleian Collection, quoted above, 
vol 1. 59, gives March I, 1585, as the date of the sermon ; erroneously, 
since the sermon was preached on a Sunday, (see Travers, Supplication, 
p 561, 562, infra) and the ist March did not fall on a Sunday in 
either of those years. The 28th did, in 1 586. And this agrees with 
what Travers in his Supplication states, that Flooker according to his 
course had of late taught that the church 'of Rome is a true church of 
Christ ” He had been made Master of the Temple March 17, 1584-5 
The sermon was collated by Archdeacon Cotton for the edition of 1836, 
with a MS (A. 5, 6. ) in Trm. Coll Dublin, here designated by D. • 
the results of which collation, revised by Dr. Todd and Mr. Gibbmgs, 
are given m the margin below.] 

2 I Cor. V. 12, 13.'*^ 

* Om D. 
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A Learned Discourse 15 

not judge them that are within? but God judgeth them 
that are without.'' There are wicked, therefore, whom the 
Church may judge, and there are wicked whom God only 
judgeth; wicked within, and wicked without, the walls of 
the Church. If within the Church particular persons, being 
apparently such, cannot ^ otherwise be reformed, the rule of 
apostolical ® judgment is this,^ “ Separate them from among ^ 
you : " if whole assemblies, this, “ Separate yourselves from 
among ^ them : for what society hath light with darkness ? " 
But the wicked, whom the prophet meaneth, were Babylo- 
nians, and therefore without. For which cause we have 
heard at large heretofore in what sort he urgeth God to 
judge them. 

2. Now concerning the righteous, there neither is, nor 
evers was, any mere natural man absolutely righteous in 
himself: that is to say, void of all unrighteousness, of all 
sin. We dare not except, no not the blessed Virgin herself; 
of whom although we say with St. Augustine,^ for the 
honour's ^ sake which we owe to our Lord and Saviour 
Christ, we are not willing, in this cause, to move any 
question of^ his mother; yet forasmuch as the schools of 
Rome have made it a question, we must^ answer with 
Eusebius Emissenus,^ who speaketh of her to ^ this effect : 
^^Thou didst by special prerogative nine months together 
entertain within the closet of thy flesh the hope of all the 
ends of the earth, the honour of the world, the common 
joy of men. He, from whom all things had their beginning, 

^ be apparently such as cannot E « of the apostolical E. f amongste D. 

s never D. honour D « about D ^ may E. 1 in E. 

1 2 Cor VI 14-17 * 

2 [De Nat et Grat. contra Pelag. § 42. x. 144. G Conimemorat 
eos, qui non niodo non peccasse, verum etiam juste vixisse referantur, 
Abel, Enoch, Melchisedech, &c. Adjungit etiam foemmas, . . . ipsam 
etiam Domini ac Salvatoiis nostii matrem, quam dicit sine peccato 
confitcn necesse esse pietati. Excepta itaque sancta virgine Maria, de 
qua propter honorem Domini nullam prorsus, cum de peccatis agitur, 
haberi volo qusestionem, (unde enim scimus, quid ei plus gratise colla- 
tum fuent ad vmcendum omni ex parte peccatum, quae concipere ac 
parere meruit, quern constat nullum habuisse peccatum?) hac ergo 
virgine excepta, si omnes illos sanctos et sanctas, cum hic viverent, 
congregare possemus, et interrogare utrum essent sme peccato ; quid 
fmsse responsuros putamus ; utrum hoc quod iste dicit, sive quod 
Joannes Apostolus ^ ”] 

Or whosoever it be, that was the author of those Homilies, that go 
under liis name.f 

» Om D 


t Note om, D. 
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hath^ had his own^ beginning from thee; of thy body he 
took the blood which was to be shed for the life of the world ; 
of thee he took that which even for thee he paid. ‘Apccah 
enhn veteris nexu^ per se 7ion esf hnmnnis ?iec ipsa gemtrix 
Redemptoris:'^ The mother of the T-edeemer herself, 
otherwise than by redemption, is not loosed from the band ® 
of that ancient sin.”P2 jf Christ have paid a ransom for 
ail, even for her, it folio weth, that all without exception were 
captives. If one have died for all, all ^ were dead, dead in 
sin;^ all sinful, therefore none absolutely righteous m 
themselves; but we are absolutely righteous in Christ. 
The world then must shew a Christian® man, otherwise it 
is not able to shew a man that is perfectly righteous : 
“Christ IS made unto us wisdom, justice, sanctification, 
and redemption : ’’ ^ wisdom, because he hath revealed his 
Father's will; justice, because he hath offered birriself^ a 
sacrifice for sin ; sanctification, because he hath given us 
of^ his Spirit; redemption, because he hath appointed a 
day to vindicate his children out of the bands of corruption 
into liberty which is glorious.*^ How Christ is made wis- 
dom, and how redemption, it may be declared when 
occasion serveth , but how Christ is made the righteousness 
of men, we are now to declare. 

3. There is a glorifying righteousness of men m the 
world to come : and^ there is a justifying and a sanctifying 
righteousness here. The righteousness, wherewuth we shall 
be clothed in the world to come, is both perfect and 
inherent. That whereby here we are justified is perfect, 
but not inherent. That whereby we are sanctified, in- 

w hath 077t E. « own om ^ » bond E p is not otherwise loosed 

from the bond of ancient sin, than by redemption E then all E 

dead in sin E ‘ righteous E. ‘ offered up himself E. '> of om, E 

X as E 

1 Knowing how the schoolmen hold this question, some critical wits 
may perhaps half suspect that these two words, per se, are inmates 
But, if the place which they have be their own, their sense can be none 
other than that which I have given them by a paraphrastical interpre- 
tation.* 

2 Horn. 2 de Nativ Dora.* [t. v pars ii. p 545* Biblioth. Patr. 
Colon. “ Spem terrarum, decus sseculoriim, commune omnium gaudium, 
peculiar! munere novem mensibus sola possides initiator omnium rerum 
abs te imliatur, et profundendum pro mundi vita sangmnem de corpore 
tuo accepit, ac de te sumpsit, quod eliam pro te solvat. A peccati 
enim,” &c.] 

® [X Cor. 1. 30 ] ^ [Rom. vui. 21.] 

* Both notes onu D. 
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herent/ but not perfect. This openeth a way to the plain ^ 
understanding of that grand question, which hangeth yet in 
controversy between us and the Church of Rome, about the 
matter of justifying righteousness. 

4. First, although they imagine that the mother of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ were, for his honour, and by 
his special protection, preserved clean from all sin, yet 
touching the rest, they teach as we do, that all have 
sinned , that infants which did never ^ actually offend, 
have their natures defiled, destitute of justice, and averted 
from God. They teach as w'e do, that God doth justify the 
soul of man alone, without any other coefficient cause of 
justice;® that in making man righteous, none do work 
efficiently^ with God, but God.^ They teach as we do, 
that unto justice no man ever attained, but by the merits of 
Jesus Christ. They teach as we do, that although Christ 
as God be the efficient, as man the meritorious cause of our 
justice; yet in us also there is something® required. God 
is the cause of our natural life; in him we live: but he 
quickeneth not the body without the soul in the body. 
Christ hath merited to make us just : but as a medicine 
which is made for health, doth not heal by being made, but 
by being applied ; so, by the merits of Christ there can be 
no justification, without the application of his merits. Thus 
far we join hands with the Church of Rome. 

5. Wherein then do we disagree? We disagree about 
the nature of the very essence ^ of the medicine whereby 
Christ cureth our disease ; about the manner of applying it ; 
about the number and the power of means, which God 
requireth in us for the effectual applying thereof to our 
souks comfort. When they are required to shew, what the 

y is inherent E * plain 07 n E. * that all have sinned om E 

never did E ® This clause in marj. E which also reatis coeffective 

coefficient ^ work efficiently E " there is also somewhat D. 

f nature and essence E. 

1 * *^Detis sine medio coeffectivo ammam justificat.” Casal. de 
quadiipait. Just, lib vi. [pais I. lib. i. cap. 8, p. 24, G. ed. Venet. 
1599,] Idem, lib. 111. c 9. [‘^Salvator noster est nostra juslificatio, 
quia nos justificat effective secundum naturam divmam ; estque nostra 
justificatio, quia nos justificat meritone secundum naturam humanam, 
p. 304. Casal was bishop of Leina in Portugal, and was distinguished 
at the council of Trent. See in Fra Paolo, vi. S3». his arguments for 
conceding the euchanstical cup to the laity ; and vii. 32, his assertion 
of the divine right of episcopacy. ] 

^ Note onu D. 
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righteousness is whereby a Christian man is justified, they 
answ’er,^ that it is a divine spiritual quality ; which quality 
received into the soul, doth first make it to be one of them 
w^ho are born of God : and, secondly, endue it with power 
to bring forth such works, as they do that are born of him , 
even as the soul of man being joined unto ^ his body, doth 
first make him to be in ^ the number of reasonable creatures, 
and secondly enable^ him to perform the natural functions 
which are proper to his kind; that it maketh the soul 
gracious and amiable^ in the sight of God, in regard 
whereof it is termed Grace; that it purgeth, purifieth, 
washeth out,^ all the stains and pollutions of sin ; ^ that 
by it, through the merit of Christ we are delivered as from 
sin, so from eternal death and condemnation, the reward of 
sin. This grace they will have to be applied by infusion ; 
to the end, that as the body is warm by the heat which is in 
the body, so the soul might be righteous by inherent grace : 
which grace they make capable of increase ; as the body 
may be more and more warm, so the soul more and more 
justified,^ according as grace shall be augmented ; the aug- 

« to E. ^ ofE. ‘ inhableD. ^ amiable and gracious E i and 

washetb out E « sins E. 

^ * Tho. Aquin. Summ. Theol. n. pars i. quyest lOO. Gratia 
gratum faciens, id est, justificans, est m anima quiddam reale et positi- 
vum ; qualitas qusedam (art. li. concl ) supernaturalis, non eadem cum 
virtute infiisa, ut Magister, sed aliqiiid (art. in. ) prseter virtutes infusas, 
fidem, spem, charitatem, [no. art. i.] habitudo qusedam (art. m. ad 3.) 
qu£e prassupponitur in virtutibus istis sicut earum prmcipium et radix ; ” 
essentiam animse tanquam subjectum occupat, non potentias, sed “ ab 
ipsa” (art iv ad i ) “effluunt virtutes m potentias animcc, per quas 
potento moventur ad actus ” Plur vid. qusest. 1 13. de Justificatione. 
[t xi 253-255 ; 259, &c, ed. Antwerp. 1612. Comp Concil Trident. 
Sess. VI Deer, de Justificatione, cap vii “ Justificationis unica formalis 
causa est, justitia Dei ; non qua ipse Justus est, sed qua nos justos facit, 
qua videlicet ab eo donati lenovamur spiritu mentis nostrai, et non 
modo reputamur, sed vere justi nominati sumus ; justitiam m nobis 
recipientes unusquisque suam, secundum mensuram quam Spinlus 
Sanctus partitur singulis prout vult, et secundum propriam cuj usque 
dispositionem et cooperationem ” Ibid. can. xi. ‘^Si qms dixcrit, 
homines justificari vel sola imputatione justitise Christi, vel sola pecca- 
torum remissione, exclusa gratia et caritate, quje in cordibus eorum per 
Spintum Sanctum diffundatur atque illis inhcereat, aut etiam gratiam, 
qua justificamur, esse tantum favorem Dei ; anathema sit ”] 

^ [Concil. Trident, ubi supr. cap lo. Mortificando membra carnis 
su£e, et exhibendo ea arma justitioemsanctificationem, per observationem 
mandatorum Dei et ecclesise, m ipsa justitia, per Christi giatiam accepta, 
cooperante fide bonis operibus, crescunt, atque magis justificantur : sicut 
* Note <7W« p. 
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mentation whereof is merited by good works, ^ as good 
works are made meritorious by it.- Wherefore, the first 
receipt of grace is m their divinity ^ the first justification ; 
the increase thereof, the second justification.^ As grace 
may be increased by the merit of good works , so it may 
be diminished by the demerit of sins venial j ^ it may be 
lost by mortal sin."^ Inasmuch, therefore, as it is needful in 
the one case to repair, in the other to recover, the loss which 
is made ; the infusion of grace hath her sundry after-meals ; 
for which cause they make many ways to apply the infusion 
of grace. It is applied unto infants^ through baptism, 
without either faith or works, and in them it really taketh 
away original sin, and the punishment due unto it ; it is 
applied unto infidels and wicked men in their first ^ justifica- 
tion through baptism, without works, ^ yet not without faith ; 
and it taketh away both sm actual and original, together 
with all whatsoever punishment eternal or temporal thereby 
deserved.^ Unto such as have attained the first justification, 
that is to say, the first receipt of grace, it is applied further 
by good works to the increase of former grace, which is the 
second justification. If they work more and more, grace 
doth more and more increase, and they are more and more 
justified. To such as have diminished^ it by venial sins, it 
is applied by holy water, Ave Marias, crossings, papal saluta- 

^ in their divinity is E.2 « the which E. ;P the first E. <1 dimmish E. 

scnptum est, ‘ Qm Justus est, justificetur adhuc ’ ” And can xxiv. “ Si 
quis dixent, justitiam acceptam non conservaii, atque etiam non augen 
coram Deo per bona opera ; sed opera ipsa fructus solummodo et signa 
esse justificationis adeptse, non autem ipsius augendse causam ; anathema 
sit.”] 

^ [Ibid cap. XVI. “ Bene operantibus usque in finem, et in Deo 
sperantibus pioponenda est vita seterna et tanquam gratia filns Dei per 
Christum Jesum misericorditer promissa, et tanquam merces ex ipsius 
Dei promissione bonis ipsorum operibus et meritis fideliter reddenda.”] 
^ [Ibid. “ Cum ipse Christus Jesus, tanquam caput m membra, et 
tanquam vitis in palmites, m ipsos justificatos jugiter virtutem influat, 
quae virtus bona eorum opera semper antecedit, comitatur et subsequitur, 
et sine qua nullo pacto Deo grata et meritoria esse possent,” &c.] 

^ [Cathennus, Dialog, de Justif ad calc. Summ. Doctr. de Prtedest. 
Rom. 1550. p 60.] 

^ [See in Aquinas (2 Summ. pars 11. qu xxiv. art 10 ; t xi pars 11 
p. 63. A Antwerp, 1612 ) with what qualification this must be taken.] 
® [Id ibid art. ii, 12.] 

^ [Id. 3 Summ. qu Ixix. art. 6. (t. xii. 221.)] 

[Id. ibid. qu. Ixviii. art. 5. fol. 219 ] 

® [Id. ibid. qu. Ixix ait i, 2, 3 f. 220.] 
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tions,^ and such like, which serve for reparations of grace 
decayed. To such as have lost it through mortal sin, it is 
applied by the sacrament (as they term it) of penance; 
which sacrament hath force to confer grace anew^,^ yet in 
such sort, that being so conferred, it hath not altogether so 
much power® as at the first. For^ it only cleanseth out 
the stain or guilt of sin committed, and changeth the 
punishment eternal into a temporal satisfactory punishment, 
here, if time do serve, if not, hereafter to be endured, except 
it be either® lightened by masses, works of chanty, pilgrim- 
ages, fasts, and such like ; or else shortened by pardon for 
term, or by plenary pardon quite removed and taken away.^ 
This is the mystery of the man of sin. This maze the 
Church of Rome doth cause her followers to tread, when 
they ask her the way of justification.^ I cannot stand now 
to unrip this building, and to sift it piece by piece ; only I 
will set a frame of apostolical erection by it in a few words, ^ 

*■ first, for D * either otn E. ^ to justification E 

“ pass It by in few words E 

^ [Id. ibid qu Ixxxvii. ait. 3. fol. 292. Tnplici ratione aliqua 
causant remissionem venialium peccatoium. Uno modo, in quantum 
in eis infunditur gratia ; — et hoc modo . . per omnia sacramenta 
novse legis . . . peccata venialia remittuntur. Secundo, in quantum 
sunt cum aliquo motu detestationis peccatorum . et hoc modo confessio 
generalis, tunsio pectoiis, et oratio Dominica, operantur ad remissionem 
venialium peccatorum . Tertio modo, m quantum sunt cum aliquo 
motu reverentise m Deum, et ad res divinas ; et hoc modo benedictio 
episcopalis, aspersio aquse benedictse, quaslibet sacramentalis unctio, 
oratio in ecclesia dedicata, et si aliqua sunt hujusmodi, operantur ad 
remissionem venialium peccatorum.”] 

^ [Cone. Trid Sess. vi. Deer, de Jiistif. cap. xiv. “ Qui ab accepta 
justificationis gratia per peccatum exciderunt, rursus justificari poterunt, 
cum excitante Deo, pei pcenitentiae sacranientum, mento Christi, 
amissam gratiam recuperare procuraverint ”] 

^ [Ibid. Docendum est, Christiani hominis pcenitentiam post lapsum 
multo aliam esse a baptisraali, eaque continen non modo cessationem a 
peccatis, et eorum detestationem, aut cor contritum et humiliatum ; 
verum etiam eorundem sacramentalem confessionem, saltern m voto, et 
suo tempore faciendam, et sacerdotalem absolutionem ; itemque satis- 
factionem, per jejunia, eleemosjmas, orationes, et alia vitse spiritalis 
exercitia, non quidem pro poena seterna, quse vel Sacramento vel sacra- 
menti voto una cum culpa remittitur, sed pro poena temporal!, qiias, ut 
saerse literce docent, non semper, ut in baptismo fit, dimittitur illis, qui 
gratise Dei, quam acceperunt, ingrati, Sp. Sanctum contristaverunt, et 
templum Dei violare non sunt veriti.” Comp. Sess. xiv. deer, de Poenit. 
cap. 9, et can. 13 ] 

^ [Ibid. Sess xxv. Deer, de Purgatorio ; et Deer, de Indulgentiis. 
Comp. Aquin. in iv. Sent. dist. xx. qu. i. art. 3. ] 
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that it ^ may befall Babylon, in presence ^ of that which God 
hath builded, as it ^ happened unto Dagon before the ark, 

6. Doubtless,” saith the Apostle,^ I have counted all 
things loss,^ and I do ^ judge them to be dung, that I may 
win Christ ; and be found ^ in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God through faith ” Whether 
they speak of the first or second justification, they make the 
essence of it ^ a divine quality inherent, they make it right- 
eousness which is in us. If it be in us, then it is ® ours, as 
our souls are ours, though we have them from God, and 
can hold them no longer than pleaseth him ; for if he with- 
draw the breath of our nostrils, we fall to dust : but the 
righteousness wherein we must be found, if we will be 
justified, IS not our own ; therefore we cannot be justified 
by any mherent quality. Christ hath merited righteousness 
for as many as are found in him. In him God findeth 
us, if we be faithful ; for by faith we are incorporated into 
him ^ Then, although in ourselves we be altogether sinful 
and unrighteous, yet even the man which in himself is 
impious,^ full of iniquity, full of sin ; him being found in 
Christ through faith, and having his sin in hatred ^ through 
repentance ; him God beholdeth with a gracious eye, putteth 
away his sin by not imputing it, taketh quite away the 
punishment due thereunto, by pardoning it , and accepteth 
him in Jesus Christ, as perfectly righteous, as if he had 
fulfilled all that is ^ commanded him in the law . shall I say 
more perfectly righteous than if himself had fulfilled the 
whole law ? I must take heed what I say . but the Apostle 
saith, ^ ‘‘ God made him which knew no sin, to be sin for 
us ; ^ that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him.” Such we are in the sight of God the Father, as is 
the very Son of God himself. Let it be counted folly, or 
phrensy, or fury, or^ whatsoever. It is our wisdom, and 
our comfort ; “ we care for no knowledge in the world but 
this, that man hath sinned, and God hath suffered ; that 
God hath made himself the sm of men,® and that men 
are made the righteousness of God 

X that E y in the presence E. * it om E ^ lost E 

*» t do E « to be found E it om. ? « it is E ^ ^ 

s IS impious in himself E. remitted E ' was E to be sin for us, 

who knew no sm E ot om "K. whatsoever, it is oui comfort, and our 

wisdom E “ son E. « man E 

3 Phil 111. 8, 9. 


2 2 Cor. V. 21. 
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You see therefore that the church of Rome, in teaching 
justification by inherent grace, doth pervert the truth of 
Christ , and that by the hands of his ^ Apostles we have 
received otherwise than she teacheth. *1 Now concerning 
the righteousness of sanctification, we deny it not ^ to be 
inherent ; we grant, that unless ^ we work, we have it not , 
only we distinguish it as a thing in nature different from® 
the righteousness of justification : we are nghteous the one 
way, by the faith of Abraham ; the other way, except we do 
the works of Abraham, we are not righteous. Of the one 
St. Paulji “To him that worketh not, but believeth, faith 
is counted for righteousness.” Of the other, St. John,^ 
“Qui facit justitiam, justus est : — He is righteous which 
worketh righteousness.” Of the one, St. PauP doth prove 
by Abraham’s example, that we have it of faith without 
works. Of the other, St. James ^ by Abraham's example, 
that by works we have it, and not only by faith. St. Paul 
doth plainly sever these two parts of Christian righteousness 
one from the other. For in the sixth to the Romans thus 
he writeth “ Being freed from sin, and made servants to ^ 
God, ye’^ have your fruit in holiness, and the end ever- 
lasting life.” “Ye are made free from sin, and made ser- 
vants unto God ; ” this is the righteousness of justification . 
“Ye have your fruit in holiness ; ” this is the righteousness 
of sanctification. By the one we are interested in the right 
of inheriting; by the other we are brought to the actual 
possessing ^ of eternal bliss, and so the end of both is ever- 
lasting life. 

7. The Prophet Habakkuk^ doth here term the Jews 
“ righteous men,” not only because being justified by faith 
they were free from sin ; but also for that ^ they had their 
measure of fruit ^ in holiness. According to whose example 
of charitable judgment, which leaveth it to God to discern 
what men^ are, and speaketh of them according to that 
which they do profess themselves to be, although they be 
not holy ^ whom men do think, but whom God doth know 
indeed to be such ; yet let every Christian man know, that 
in Christian equity, he standeth bound so ® to think and 

p the Apostles E q D. begins the section here *■ without D. 

• different in nature E ‘ unto D. « you I). * possession E. 

r Abakuk D * because E. » fruits E ^ we E « they professt D 

holy men E ® for E. 

^ [Rom IV 5 ] 2 [ I John ill. 7.] ^ [Rom. iv.] 

^ [James 11.] ® Rom. vi. 22. 
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Speak of his brethren, as of men that have a measure in the 
fruit of holiness, and a right unto the titles wherewith God, 
m token of special favour and mercy, vouchsafeth to honour 
his chosen servants. So we see the Apostles of our Saviour 
Christ do use every where the name of samis , so the 
prophet the name of righteous. But let us all endeavour to ^ 
be such as we desire to be termed : “ Reaius impii estpium 
7 i 07 ne 7 ip saith Salvianus;^ “Godly names do not justify 
godless men.’’ We are but upbraided, when we are 
honoured with names and titles whereunto our lives and 
manners are not suitable. If we have indeed^ our fruit m 
holiness, notwithstanding we must note, that the more we 
abound therein,^ the more need we have to crave that we 
may be strengthened and supported. Our very virtues may 
be snares unto us. The enemy that waiteth for all occasions 
to work our ruin, hath ever ^ found it harder to overthrow an 
humble sinner, than a proud saint. There is no man’s case 
so dangerous as his, whom Satan hath persuaded that his 
own righteousness shall present him pure and blameless in 
the sight of God. If we could say, “ we are ^ not guilty of 
any thing at all in our own ^ consciences,” (we know our- 
selves far from this innocency, we cannot say, we know 
nothing by ourselves ; but if we could,) should we therefore 
plead not guilty in“ the presence of our Judge, that sees 
further ^ into our hearts than we ourselves are able to see ? ® 
If our hands did never offer violence to our brethren, a 
bloody thought doth prove us murderers before him : if we 
had never opened our mouths ^ to utter any scandalous, 
offensive, or hurtful word, the cry of our secret cogitations is 
heard in the ears of God. If we did not commit the evils 
which we do daily and hourly, either in deeds, words, or 
thoughts, yet in the good things which we do, how many 
defects are there intermingled ! God, in that which is done, 
respecteth specially^ the mind and intention of the doer. 
Cut off then all those things wherein we have regarded our 
own glory, those things which we ® do to please men, or * to 
satisfy our own liking, those things which we do with any by- 

^ endeavour to om. E s indeed we have E. herein 13. ’ ever ojn E. 

^ were E. ^ own om E. «» before E. ” farder D. » ourselves 
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respect,'" not sincerely and purely for the love of God , and a 
small score will serve for the number of our righteous deeds. 
Let the holiest and best thing we do be considered. We are 
never better affected unto God than when we pray ; yet 
when we pray, how are our affections many times distracted * 
How little reverence do we show to the grand majesty of 
that ^ God, unto whom we speak ’ How little remorse of our 
own miseries ^ How little taste of the sweet influence of his 
tender mercy ^ do we feel ’ Are we not as unwilling many 
times to begin, and as glad to make an end, as if God ^ in 
saying, Cali upon me,'^ had set us a very burdensome 
task? 

It may seem somewhat extreme, which I will speak; there- 
fore let every man ^ judge of it, even as his own heart shall 
tell him, and no otherwise ; I will but only make a demand : 
If God should yield to us, not as unto Abraham, if fifty, forty, 
thirty, twenty, yea, or if ten good persons could be found m 
a city, for their sakes that'' city should not be destroyed ; 
but, if God ^ should make us an offer thus large, Search all 
the generations of men sithence the fall of your® father 
Adam, find one man, that hath done any ^ one action, which 
hath past from him^ pure, without any stain or blemish at 
all ; and for that one man’s one only action, neither man 
nor angel shall feel the torments which are prepared for 
both : do you think that this ransom, to deliver men and 
angels, would be found ^ among the sons of men? The 
best things we do ' have somewhat in them to be pardoned. 
How then can we do any thing meritorious, and ^ worthy to 
be rewarded ? Indeed, God doth liberally promise whatso- 
ever appertaineth to a blessed life, unto as many as sincerely 
keep his law, though they be not able exactly ^ to keep it. 
Wherefore, we acknowledge a dutiful necessity of doing well, 
but the meritorious dignity of well doing we utterly 
renounce. We see how far we are from the perfect right- 
eousness of the law; the little fruit which we have in 
holiness, it is, God knoweth,^ corrupt and unsound : we 
put no confidence at all in it, we challenge nothing in the 
world for it, we dare not call God to a reckoning,'’ as if we 
had him in our debt-books * our continual suit to him is, 

“ by any respect E. * that E y mercies E * God om K. 

* he had set E one E « this E <1 an if he E ® our E 

^ any om E ar past him D. could be found to be K ‘ which we 

do E or E. 1 ejiactly able E. ® doing well E. " knowes D- 

to reckoning E 



of Justification 25 

and must be, to bear with our infirmities, to ^ pardon our 
offences. 

8. But the people of whom the Prophet speaketh, were 
they all, or were the most part of them, such as had care to 
walk uprightly? did they thirst after righteousness? did 
they wish, did they long with the righteous Prophet,^ O 
that our ways were made so direct that we might keep thy 
statutes ” ? did they lament with the righteous Apostle, ^ 

Miserable men, the good which we wish and purpose, and 
strive to do, we cannot ’"? No; the words of other prophets 
concerning this people do shew the contrary. How 
grievously doth Esay mourn over them 1 ® “ Ah sinful 
nation, people laden with iniquity, wncked seed, corrupt 
children ’ All w^hich notwithstanding, so wide are the 
bowels of his compassion enlarged, that he denieth us not, 
no not when we are ^ laden ® with iniquity, leave to commune 
familiarly with him, liberty to crave and entreat, that what 
plagues soever we have deserved, we may not be in worse 
case than unbelievers, that we may not be hemmed in by 
pagans and infidels. Jerusalem is a sinful polluted city ; 
but Jerusalem compared with Babylon is righteous. And 
shall the righteous be overborne, shall they be compassed 
about by the wicked ? But the prophet doth not only 
complain ; Lord, how cometh it to pass that thou handiest 
us so hardly, over^ whom thy name is called, and bearest 
with heathen nations, that despise thee? no, he breaketh 
out through extremity of grief, and inferreth thus " violently, 
This proceeding is perverse, the righteous are thus handled, 
‘^therefore perverse judgment doth proceed.'^ 

9. Which illation containeth many things, whereof it were 
much better both for you to hear, and me to speak, if 
necessity did not draw me to another task.^ Paul and 
Barnabas being requested ^ to preach the same things again 
which once they had preached, thought it their duties to 
satisfy the godly desires of men sincerely affected towards ^ 
the truth. Nor may it seem burdenous to me, or for you^ 
unprofitable, that I follow their example, the like occasion 
unto theirs being offered me. When we had last the Epistle 
of St. Paul to the Hebrews in our hands % and of that 
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epistle these words, ^ In these last days he hath spoken 
unto us by his Son ; after w^e had thence collected the 
nature of the visible Church of Christ, and had defined it to 
be a community of men ^ sanctified through the profession 
of that truth which God hath taught the world by his Son ; 
and had declared, that the scope of Christian doctrine is the 
comfort of them whose hearts are overcharged with the 
burden of sin; and had proved that the doctrine piofessed 
in the church of Rome doth bereave men of comfort, both 
in their lives, and at^ their deaths the conclusion in the 
end, whereunto we came,® was this ; The church of 
Rome being in faith so corrupted, as she is, and refusing to 
be reformed, as she doth, we are to sever ourselves from 
her : the example of our fathers may not retain us in com- 
munion and fellowship ^ with that church, under hope that 
we so continuing, might * be saved as well as they. God, I 
doubt not, w^as merciful to save thousands of them, though 
they lived in popish superstitions, inasmuch as they sinned 
ignorantly : but the truth is now laid open ^ before our eyes.” 
The former part of this last sentence, namely, these words, 
“ I doubt not but God was ^nerciful to save thousa?tds of our 
fathers living in popish superstitions^ inasmuch as they sinned 
ignorantly : ” this sentence I beseech you to mark, and to 
sift It with the strict ^ severity of austere judgment, that 
if it be found as gold,^ it may stand, suitable ^ to the 
precious foundation whereupon it was then laid; for I 
protest, that if it prove to^ be hay or stubble, mine own 
hand shall set fire to it.^ Two questions have risen by 
occasion of the ^ speech before alleged : the one, “ Whether 
our fathers, infected with popish errors and superstitions, 
might ^ be saved ” the other, “ Whether their ignorance be 
a reasonable inducement to make us think that® they 
might.” We are therefore p to examine, first, what possi- 
bility, and ^ then, what probability there is, that God might 
be merciful unto so many of our fathers. 
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10. So many of our fathers living in popish superstitions, 
yet by the mercy of God to be saved ? No ; this could not 
be : God hath spoken by his angel from heaven unto his 
people concerning Babylon (by Babylon we understand the 
church of Rome) : ^ ‘‘Go out of her, my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sms, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.”^ For answer whereunto, first, I do not take these 
words to be meant only of temporal plagues, of the corporal 
death, sorrow, famine, and fire, whereunto God in his wrath 
had ® condemned Babylon ; and that to save his chosen 
people from these plagues, he saith, “ Go out ; with like 
intent, as in the Gospel, speaking of Jerusalem’s desolation, 
he saith,- “Let them that are in Judea flee unto the 
mountains, and them which are in the midst thereof depart 
out ; ” or, as in former times unto Lot,^ “ Arise, take thy 
wife and thy daughters which are heie, lest thou be 
destroyed in the punishment of the city : ” but forasmuch as 
here it is said, “Go out of Babylon, that ye be not partakers 
of her sms, and by consequence of her plagues ; plagues 
eternal being due to the sms of Babylon , ^ no doubt, ^ their 
everlasting destruction, which are partakers herein, is either 
principally meant, or necessarily implied in this sentence. 
How then was it possible for so many of our fathers to be 
saved, sith they were so far from departing out of Babylon, 
that they took her for their mother, and in her bosom 
yielded up the ghost? 

11. First, the plagues^ being threatened unto them that 
are partakers in the sins of Babylon, we can define nothing 
concerning our fathers out of this sentence ; unless we shew 
what the sms of Babylon be, and who^ they be that^ are 
pch partakers in^ them, that their everlasting plagues are 
inevitable. The sins which may be common both to them 
of the church of Rome, and to^ others departed thence, 
must be severed from this question. He which saith, 
“ Depart out of Babylon, lest ye be partakers of her sins,'’ 
sheweth plamly, that he meaneth such sms, as except we 
separate ourselves, we have no power in the world to avoid ; 
such impieties, as by law they have established, and 
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whereunto all that are among them, either do indeed 
assent, or else are by powerable means forced in show and 
in ® appearance to subject themselves. As for example, in 
the church of Rome, it is maintained, that the same ^ credit 
and reverence which ^ we give to the Scriptures of God, 
ought also to be given to unwritten verities ; that the pope 
is supreme head ministerial ^ over the universal church 
militant ; that the bread m the Eucharist is transubstanti- 
ated^ into Christ; that it is to be adored,^ and to be 
offered up unto God as a sacrifice propitiatory^ for quick 
and dead ; that images are to be worshipped, saints to be 
called upon as intercessors,^ and such like. Now, because 
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some heresies do concern things only believed, as tran- 
substantiating of ^ sacramental elements in the Eucharist ; 
some concern things which are practised also^ and put in 
ure, as adoration ^ of the elements transubstantiated . we 
must note that erroneously the practice of that is sometime 
received, whereof the doctrine which ^ teacheth it is not 
heretically maintained. They are all partakers in the main- 
tenance of heresies, who by word or deed allow them, 
knowing them, although not knowing them to be heresies ; 
as also they, and that most dangerously of all others, who 
knowing heresy to be heresy, do notwithstanding, in worldly 
respects, make semblance of allowing that, which in heart 
and in^ judgment they condemn : but heresy is heretically 
maintained, by such as obstinately hold it after wholesome 
admonition. Of the last sort, as also ^ of the next before, I 
make no doubt, but that their condemnation, without actual ^ 
repentance, is inevitable. Lest any man therefore should 
think, that in speaking of our fathers, I speak ® indifferently 
of them all ; let my words, I beseech you, be well noted, ^ 

I doubt not but God was merciful to save thousands of 
our fathers ; ” which thing I will now by God’s assistance 
set more plainly before your eyes. 

12. Many are partakers of the error which are not ofi the 
heresy of the church of Rome. The people following the 
conduct of their guides, and observing as they did, exactly 
that which was prescribed - them,^ thought they did God 
good service, when indeed they did dishonour him. This 
was their error : but the heresies ® of the Church of Rome, 
their dogmatical positions opposite unto Christian truth, 
what one man among ten thousand did ever understand ? 
Of them, which understand Roman heresies, and allow 
them, all are not alike partakers in the action of allowing. 
Some allow them as the first founders and establishers of 
them ; * which crime toucheth none but their ^ popes and 
councils : the people are clear and free " from this. Of them 
which maintain popish heresy not as authors, but receivers 
of it from others, all maintain it not as Masters.^ In this are 
not the people partakers neither, but only their predicants 
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and their schoolmen. Of them which have been partakers 
in the ^ sin of teaching popish heresy, there is also a differ- 
ence ; for they have not all been teachers of all popish 
heresies. “Put a difference,’’ saith St Jude;^ “have 
compassion upon some.” Shall we lap up all in one 
condition? shall we cast them all headlong, shall we plunge 
them all in-^ that infernal and ever-flaming^ lake? them 
that have been partakers in the error ^ of Babylon, together 
with them within ® the heresy ? them which have been the 
authors of heresy, with them that by terror and violence 
have been forced to receive it ? them which have taught it, 
with them ^ whose simplicity hath by sleights and con- 
veyances of false teachers been seduced to believe it ? them 
which have been partakers in one, with them which ^ have 
been partakers in many? them which m many, with them 
which in all ^ 

13. Notwithstanding I grant, that although the con- 
demnation of one^ be more tolerable than another;^ yet 
from the man that laboureth at the plough, to him that 
sitteth in the Vatican ; to all partakers in the sins of 
Babylon, oui fathers,^ though they did but erroneously 
practise that which their guides did heretically teach to 
all without exception, plagues worldly ^ were due. The pit 
is ordinarily the end, as well of the guided as the guide ^ in 
blindness. But woe worth the hour wherein we were born, 
except we might persuade ourselves better things ; things 
that accompany men’s ^ salvation, even where we know that 
worse and such as accompany condemnation are due. Then 
must we shew some way how possibly they might escape. 
What way is there for sinners to^ escape the judgment of 
God, but only by appealing unto the seat of his saving 
mercy ? Which mercy we do not with Origen extend unto 
devils and damned spirits. God hath mercy upon thousands, 
but there be thousands also which be hardened^ Christ 
hath therefore set the bounds, he hath fixed the limits of 
his saving mercy within the compass of these two ® terms. 
In the third ^ of St. John’s Gospel, mercy is restrained to 
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believers God sent not his Son to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be saved.” ^ “ He 
that believeth shall not be condemned . he that believeth 
not, is condemned already, because he believeth not in the 
Son of God ” In the second of the Revelation, mercy is 
restrained to the penitent For of Jezebel and her sectaries 
thus he speaketh : ^ “I gave her space to repent, and she 
repented not. Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them 
that commit fornication with her into great affliction, except 
they repent them of their works ; and I will kill her children 
with death ” Our hope therefore of the fathers is vain, if 
they were altogether faithless and impenitent.^ 

14. They be not all faithless that are either ^ weak in 
assenting to the truth, or stiff in maintaining things any 
way ^ opposite to the truth of Christian doctrine. But as 
many as hold the foundation which is precious, though they 
hold it but weakly, and as it were by^ a slender thread, 
although they frame many base and unsuitable things upon 
it, things that cannot abide ^ the trial of the fire ; yet shall 
they pass the fiery trial and be saved, which indeed have 
builded themselves upon the rock, which is the foundation 
of the Church. If then our fathers did not hold the 
foundation of faith, there is no doubt but they were 
faithless. If many of them held it, then is there herein ^ no 
impediment but that ® many of them might be saved. Then 
let us see what the foundation of faith is, and whether we 
may think that thousands of our fathers living^ in popish 
superstitions, did notwithstanding hold the foundation. 

15. If the foundation of faith do import the general 
ground whereupon we rest when we do believe, the writings 
of the Evangelists and the Apostles are the foundation of 
Christian faith : “ Credimus qma legimus,” saith St. Jerome.^ 
O that the church of Rome did as ® soundly interpret those ^ 
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fundamental writings ■whereupon we build our faith, as she 
doth willingly hold and embrace them ! 

1 6. But if the name Foundation^ do note the principal 
thing which is believed, then is that the foundation of our 
faith which St. Paul hath unto Timothy . “ God manifested 
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit,” &c.: ^ that of Nathanael, 
“ Thou art the Son of the living God ; thou art the king of 
Israel : ” ^ that of the inhabitants of Samaria, “ This is Christ 
the Saviour of the world : ” he that directly denieth this, 
doth utterly raze ‘ the very foundation of our faith. I have 
proved heretofore, that although the church of Rome hath 
played the harlot worse than ever did Israel, yet are they 
not, as now the synagogue of the Jews, which plainly 
denieth^ Christ Jesus, quite and clean excluded from the 
new covenant. But as Samaria compared with Jerusalem is 
termed Aholah, a church or tabernacle of her own ; con- 
trari'wise, Jerusalem Ahohbah, the resting place of the Lord : 
so, whatsoever we term the church _ of Rome, when we 
compare her to ^ reformed churches, still we put a difference, 
as then between Babylon and Samaria, so now between 
Rome and heathenish “ assemblies. Which opinion I must 
and will recall ; I must grant, and will, that the church of 
Rome, together with all her children, is clean excluded; 
there is no difference in the world between our fathers and 
Saracens, Turks, or“ Painims, if they did directly deny 
Christ crucified for the salvation of the world. 

17. But how many millions of them are" known so to 
have ended their mortal® lives, that the drawing of their 
breath hath ceased with the uttering of this faith, “ Christ 
my Saviour, my Redeemer Jesus ! ” And shall we say that 
such did not hold the foundation of Christian faith ? ^ 

Answer is made, that this they might unfeignedly confess, 
and yet be far enough from salvation. For behold, saith 
the Apostle, “ I, Paul, say unto you, that if ye be circum- 
cised, Christ shall profit you nothing.” Christ, in the work 
of man’s salvation is alone ; the Galatians were cast away 
by joining circumcision and other rites of the law with 
Christ : the church of Rome doth teach her children to join 
other things likewise with him ; therefore their faith, their 
belief, doth not profit them any thing at all. 
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It IS true, they ^ do indeed join other things with Christ ; 
but how? Not in the work of redemption itself, which they 
grant that Christ alone hath performed sufficiently for the 
salvation of the whole world ; but m the application of this 
inestimable treasure, that it may be effectual to their salva- 
tion : how demurely soever they confess that they seek 
remission of sins no otherwise than by the blood of Christ, 
using humbly the means appointed by him to apply the 
benefit of his holy blood, they teach, indeed, so many 
things pernicious to" Christian faith, in setting down the 
means whereof they speak, that the very foundation of faith 
which they hold, is thereby plainly overthrown,^ and the 
force of the blood of Jesus Christ extinguished. We may 
therefore dispute with them, press them, urge^ them even 
with as dangerous sequels as the Apostle doth the Galatians. 
But I demand, if some of those Galatians, heartily embracing 
the Gospel of Christ, sincere and sound m faith, this only ^ 
error excepted, had ended their lives before they were ever 
taught how perilous an opinion they held ; shall we think 
that the damage of this error did so overweigh the benefit of 
their faith, that the mercy of God, his mercy,^ might not 
save them ? I grant they overthrew the very foundation of 
faith by consequent, doth not that so likewise wffiich the- 
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Lutheran churches do at this day so stiffly and so fiercely 
maintain ? For mine ^ own part, I dare not hereupon deny 
the possibility of their salvation, which have been the 
chiefest instruments of ours, albeit they carried to their 
grave a persuasion so greatly repugnant to the truth. For- 
asmuch therefore, as it may be said of the church of Rome, 
she hath yet “a little strength,”^ she doth not directly deny 
the foundation of Christianity : I may, I trust without 
offence, persuade myself, that thousands of our fathers in 
former times, living and dying within her walls, have found 
mercy at the hands of God. 

1 8. What although they repented not of their errors? 
God forbid that I should open my mouth to gainsay that 
which Christ himself hath spoken : ‘‘ Except ye repent, ye 
shall all perish.” ^ And if they did not repent, they perished 
But withal note, that we have the benefit of a double 
repentance : the least sin which we commit in deed, word, 
or thought 5^^ IS death, without repentance. Yet how many 
things do escape us in every of these, which we do not 
know, how many, which we do not observe to be sins 1 and 
without the knowledge, without the observation of sin, there 
is no actual repentance. It cannot then be chosen, but that 
for as many as hold the foundation, and have all known sin 
and error ® in hatred, the blessing of repentance for unknown 
sins and errors ^ is obtained at the hands of God, through 
the gracious mediation of Christ Jesus, for such suitors as 
cry with the prophet David, “Purge me, O Lord, from my 
secret sins.” ^ 

19. But we wash a wall of loam ; we labour in vain , all 
this IS nothing ; it doth not prove, it cannot justify, that 
which we go about to maintain. Infidels and heathen men 
are not so godless, but that they may, no doubt, cry God 
mercy, and desire in general to have their sins forgiven 
them. To such as deny the foundation of faith, there can 
be no salvation, according to the ordinary course which God 
doth use in saving men, without a particular repentance of 
that error. The Galatians, thinking that except ^ they were 
circumcised they could not be saved, overthrew the found- 
ation of faith directly : therefore if any of them did die so 
persuaded, whether before or after they were told of their 
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error, their case ^ is dreadful ; there is no way with them 
but one, death and condemnation. For the Apostle speaketh 
nothing of men departed, but saith generally of all, If ye 
be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. Ye are 
abolished from Christ, whosoever are justified by the law ; 
ye are fallen from grace.” ^ Of them in the church of Rome 
the reason is the same. For whom Antichrist hath seduced, 
concerning them did not St. Paul speak long before, That 
because ^ they received not the love of the truth, ^ that they 
might be saved ; therefore God w'ould send them strong 
delusions to believe lies, that all they might be damned 
which believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness”?‘-^ And St. John, “All that dwell upon the earth 
shall worship him, whose names are not written in the Book 
of Life ” ? ^ Indeed many of them in former times, as 
their books and writings do yet shew, held the foundation, 
to wit, salvation by Christ alone, and therefore might be 
saved. For^ God hath always had a Church among them, 
which firmly kept his saving truth. As for such as hold with 
the church of Rome, that we cannot be saved by Christ 
alone without works , they do not only by a circle of con- 
sequence, but directly, deny the foundation of faith ; ^ they 
hold it not, no not so much as by a slender ^ thread. 

20, This, to my remembrance, being all that hath been as 
yet opposed with any countenance or show of reason, I 
hope, if this be answered, the cause in question is at an end. 
Concerning general repentance, therefore: what? a mur- 
derer, a blasphemer, an unclean person, a Turk, a Jew, any 
sinner to escape the wrath of God by a general “ God forgive 
me ” ? Truly, it never came within my heart, that a general 
repentance doth serve for all sms or for all sinners . ^ it serveth 
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only for the common oversights® of our sinful life, and 
for faults ^ which either we do not mark, or do not know 
that they are faults. Our fathers were actually penitent for 
sins, wherein they knew they displeased God : or else 
they come^ not within the compass of my first speech. 
Again, that otherwise they could not be saved, than holding 
the foundation of Christian faith, we have not only affirmed, 
but proved. Why is it not then confessed, that thousands 
of our fathers, although they lived ^ in popish superstitions, 
might yet, by the mercy of God, be saved ? First, if they 
had directly denied the very foundation of Christianity, 
without repenting them particularly of that sin, he which 
saith, theie could be no salvation for them, according to the 
ordinary course which God doth use in saving men, granteth 
plainly, or at the leastwise ^ closely insinuateth, that an 
extraordinary privilege of mercy might deliver their souls 
from hell , which is more than I required Secondly, if the 
foundation be denied, it is denied by force of some heresy 
which the church of Rome maintain eth. But how many 
were there amongst our fathers, who being seduced by the 
common error of that church, never knew the meaning of 
her heresies 1 So that if^ all popish heretics did perish, 
thousands of them which lived in popish superstitions might 
be saved. Thirdly, seeing all that held popish heresies did not 
hold all the heresies of the pope ; why might not thousands 
which were infected with other leaven, live and ^ die un- 
soured by this, and so be saved? Fourthly, if they all 
had held ® this heresy, many there were that held it no 
doubt only ^ in a general form of words, which a favourable 
interpreter ^ might expound in a sense differing far enough 
from the poisoned conceit of heresy. As for example ; did 
they hold that we cannot be saved by Christ wuthout 
works ? ^ ^ We ourselves do, I think, all say as much, with 
this construction, salvation being taken as in that sentence, 
“ Corde creditur ad justitiam, ore fit confessio ad salutem , ” 
except infants, and men cut off upon the point of their con- 
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version, of the rest none shall see God, but such as seek 
peace and holiness, though not as a cause of their salvation, 
yet as a way through ^ which they must walk that ^ will be 
saved. Did they hold, that without works w^e are not 
justified ? Take justification so that ^ it may also imply sanc- 
tification, and St. James doth say as much. For except 
there be an ambiguity in some term, St. Paul and St. James 
do contradict each other ; ® which cannot be. Now, there 
is no ambiguity in the name either of faith or of works, 
bothP being meant by them both in one and the same 
sense. Finding therefore that justification is spoken of by 
St. Paul without implying sanctification, \vhen he proveth 
that a man is justified by faith wnthout works ; finding like- 
wise that justification doth sometimes imply sanctification 
also with it ; I suppose nothing more sound,"! than so to 
interpret St. James as^ speaking not in that sense, but in 
this. 

21. ® We have already shewed, that there are^ two kinds 
of Christian righteousness : the one without us, which we have 
by imputation ; the other in us, which consisteth of faith, 
hope, charity," and other Christian virtues ; and St. James 
doth prove that Abraham had not only the one, because the 
thing he ^ believed was imputed unto him for righteousness ; 
but also the other, because he offered up his son. God 
giveth us both the one justice and the other . the one by 
accepting us for righteous in Christ ; the other by working 
Christian righteousness in us^ The proper and most imme- 
diate efficient cause in us of this latter, is, the spirit of adop- 
tion which y we have received into our hearts. That wffiereof 
it consisteth, where of it is really and formally made, are those 
infused virtues proper and particular unto saints ; which the 
Spirit, in that ^ very moment when first it is given of God, 
bringeth with it ; the effects thereof" are such actions as the 
Apostle doth call the fruits, the works, ^ the operations of the 
Spirit; the difference of which operations from the root 
whereof they spring, making it needful to put two kinds 
likewise of sanctifying righteousness, Habitual and Actual. 
Habitual, that holiness, wherewith our souls are inwardly en- 
dued, the same instant when first we begin to be the temples of 
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the Holy Ghost ; Actual, that holiness which afterward beauti- 
fieth all the parts and actions of our life, the holiness for 
which Enoch, Job, Zachary, Elizabeth, and other saints, 
are in Scriptures^ so highly commended. If here it be 
demanded, which of these we do first receive ; I answer, 
that the Spirit, the virtues of the Spirit, the habitual justice, 
which is ingrafted, the external justice of Christ Jesus® 
which is imputed, these we receive all at one and the same 
time ; whensoever we have any of these, we have all , they 
go together. Yet sith no man is justified except he believe, 
and no man believeth except he have^ faith, and no man 
hath faith, unless ^ he have ^ received the Spirit of Adop- 
tion^ forasmuch as these ^ do necessarily infer justification, 
but ^ justification doth of necessity presuppose them , we 
must needs hold that imputed righteousness, in dignity being 
the chiefest, is notwithstanding in order the last ^ of all these, 
but actual righteousness, which is the righteousness of good 
works, succeedeth all, folio weth after all, both in older and 
in ^ time. Which thing being attentively marked, sheweth 
plainly how the faith of true believers cannot be divorced 
from hope and love ; how faith is a part of sanctification, 
and yet unto justification necessary ; how faith is perfected 
by good works, and yet no works of ours good without 
faith . P finally, how our fathers might hold, We ^ are justified 
by faith alone, and yet hold truly that without good ^ works 
we are not justified Did they think that men do merit 
rewards in heaven by the works they perform on earth ^ The 
ancient Fathers ® use meriting for obtaining^ and in that 
sense they of Wittenberg have in their Confession : “ We 
teach that good works commanded of God are necessarily to 
be done, and that * by the free kindness of God they merit 
their certain rewards.^ Others^ therefore, speaking as our 
fathers did, and we taking their speech in a sound meaning, 
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as we may take onr fathers^ and ouglit,^ forasmuch as 
their meaning is doubtful, and charity doth always interpret 
doubtful things favourably ; what should induce us to think 
that rather the damage of the worse ^ construction did light 
upon them all, than that the blessing of the better was 
granted unto thousands ? 

Fifthly, if in the worst construction that can ^ be made, 
they had generally all embraced it living, might not many of 
them dying utterly renounce it? Howsoever men, when 
they sit at ease, do vainly tickle their own ^ hearts with the 
wanton conceit of I know not vrhat proportionable corre- 
spondence between their merits and their rewards, which, in 
the trance of their high speculations, they dream that God 
hath measured, weighed, and laid up, as it were, in bundles 
for them , notwithstanding we see by daily experience, in 
a number even of them, that when the hour of death 
approacheth, when they secretly hear themselves summoned 
forthwith to appear, and stand at the bar of that ^ Judge, 
whose brightness causeth the eyes of angels themselves to 
dazzle, all those ^ idle imaginations do then begin to hide 
their faces ; to name merits then, is ® to lay their souls upon 
the rack, the memory of their own deeds is loathsome unto 
them, they forsake all things wherein they have put any 
trust and ^ confidence ; no staff to lean upon, no ease, no 
rest, no comfort then, but only m Christ Jesus.^ 

22. Wherefore if this proposition were true, hold in 
such wise, as the church of Rome doth, that we cannot he 
saved by Christ alone without works, is directly to deny 
the foundation of faith ; ” I say, that if this proposition 
were true, nevertheless so many ways I have shewed, whereby 
we may hope that thousands of our fathers living ^ in popish 
superstitions^ might be saved.^ But what^ if it be not 
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true ? What if neither that of the Galatians concerning cir- 
cumcision, nor this of the church of Rome about ^ works, be 
any direct denial of the foundation, as it is affirmed that 
both are ? I need not wade so far as to discuss this con- 
troversy, the matter which first was brought into question 
being so cleared,^ as I hope it is. Howbeit, because I 
desire that the truth even m this also may receive light, 
I will do mine^i endeavour to set down somewhat more 
plainly : first, the foundation of faith, what it is : secondly, 
what it is directly to deny the foundation : thirdly, whether 
they whom God hath chosen to be heirs of life, may 
fall so far as directly to deny it : fourthly, whether the 
Galatians did so by admitting the error about circumcision 
and the law last of all, whether the church of Rome, for 
this one opinion of works, may be thought to do the like, 
and thereupon to be no more a Christian church, than are 
the assemblies of Turks or^ Jews. 

23. This word foundation being figuratively used, hath 
always reference to somewhat which resembleth a material 
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building, as both the doctrine of the Christianity ^ [of Christ- 
ianity] and the community of Christians do. By the masters 
of civil policy nothing is so much inculcated, as that com- 
monwealths are founded upon laws ; for that a multitude 
cannot be compacted into one body otherwise than by a 
common acceptation * of law^s, whereby they are to be kept 
in order.^ (The ground of all civil laws is this : “ No man 
ought to be hurt or injured by another : take away this 
persuasion, and you ^ take away all laws ; take away laws, 
and what shall become of commonwealths ? ) So it is in 
our spiritual Christian community: I do not now^mean 
that body mystical - whereof Christ is the only ^ head, that 
building undiscernible by mortal eyes, wherein Christ is the 
chief corner-stone : but I speak of the visible church ; the 
foundation whereof is the doctrine ^ of ^ the Prophets and 
Apostles profest. The mark whereunto their doctrine 
tendeth, is pointed at in those ^ words of Peter unto Christ, 
“ Thou hast the words of eternal life : ’’ in those of Paul to 
Timothy, “ The holy Scriptures are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation.^^ It is the demand of nature itself,^ “What 
shall we do to have eternal life ? The desire of immor- 
tality and of ® the knowledge of that whereby it may be 
attained,^ is so natural unto all men, that even they which § 
are not persuaded that they shall, do ^ notwithstanding wish 
that they might, know a way hovr to see no end of life. And 
because natural means are not able still ^ to resist the force 
of death, there is no people in the earth so savage, which 
hath not devised some supernatural help or other, to fly 
unto for aid and succour in extremities, against the enemies 
of their lives.^ A longing therefore to be saved, without 
understanding the true way how, hath been the cause of all 
the superstitions in the world. O that the miserable estate 
of others, which wander in darkness, and wot not whither 
they go, could give us understanding hearts, worthily to 
esteem the riches of the mercies ^ of God towards us, before 
whose eyes the doors of the kingdom of heaven are set wide 
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open 1 Should we not offer violence unto it ? It offereth 
violence to us, and we gather strength to withstand it. ^ 

But I am besides my purpose when I fall to bewail the 
cold affection which we bear towards that whereby we should 
be saved; my purpose being only to set down what the 
ground of salvation is. The doctrme of the Gospel pro- 
poseth salvation as the end and doth it not teach the way 
of attaining thereunto ? Yes,^ the damsel possest ® with a 
spirit of divination spake the truth. “These men are the 
servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the 
way of salvation . ” “ A new and living way, which Christ 
hath prepared for us through the vail, that is, his flesh ; ” ^ 
salvation purchased by the death of Christ. (By this founda- 
tion the children of God, before the time of the written ^ 
law, were distinguished from the sons of men ; the reverend 
patriarchs both profest ^ it living, and spake expressly ^ of it 
at the hour of their death It comforted Job ^ in the midst 
of grief ; it was afterwards likewise ^ the anchor-hold of all 
the righteous in Israel, from the writing of the law till the 
time of grace ; every prophet maketh mention of it. It was 
so ^ famously spoken of, about the time, when the coming of 
Christ to accomplish the promises, which were made long 
before,^ drew near, that the sound thereof was heard even 
amongst the Gentiles. When he was come, as many as were 
his acknowledged that he was their salvation ; he, that long- 
expected hope of Israel ; he, that seed, in whom all the 
nations of the world should'' be blest.'’ ^ So that now his 
name is a name of ruin, a name of death and condemna- 
tion, unto such as dream of a new Messias, to as many as 
look for salvation by any other than by him : (“For amongst 
men there is given no other name under heaven whereby we 
must be saved ” Thus much St. Mark doth intimate by 
that which he putteth ^ in the very ^ front of his book, 
making his entrance with these words : '' The beginning^ of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” His doctrine 
he termeth the Gospel, because it teacheth salvation ; the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ,'' the Son of God, because it teacheth 
salvation by him. This is then the foundation, whereupon 

m not t?m E «■ Yet E ® possessed D P before the written E 

‘i possessed E ^ likewise om. E “ so om. E * before it E earth E 

* shall E y blessed E. * he is a name E “ doth put E. ^ veiy 

<??«! E. « Christ om. D 

^ Acts xvi. 17; Heb x. 20 

® Job xix. 


2 Gen xlix. 
Acts IV. 12. 



of Justification 43 

the frame of the Gospel is erected ; that very Jesus whom the 
Virgin conceived of the Holy Ghost, whom Simeon em- 
braced in his arms,^ whom Pilate condemned, whom the 
Jews crucified, whom the Apostles preached, he is Christ, 
the Lord, the only Saviour of the world : other foundation 
can no man lay.’^ ^ Thus I have briefly opened that prin- 
ciple in Christianity, which we call the foundation of our faith. 
It followeth now that I declare unto you, what it is directly 
to overthrow it. This will better appear,^ if first ® we under- 
stand, what it is to hold the foundation of faith. 

24. There aie which defend, that many of the Gentiles, 
wLo never heard the name of Christ, held the foundation of 
Christianity : and why ? they acknowledged many of them 
the providence of God, his infinite wisdom, strength, and ^ 
power ; his goodness, and his mercy towards the children of 
men ; that God hath judgment in store for the wicked, but 
for the righteous that seeks ^ him rewards, &:c. In this 
which they confessed, that lieth covered -which we believe ; 
in the rudiments of their knowledge concerning God, the 
foundation of our faith concerning Christ lieth secretly 
wrapt ^ up, and is virtually contained therefore they held 
the foundation of faith, though they never heard ^ it. Might 
we not with as good colour ^ of reason defend, that every 
ploughman hath all the sciences, wherein philosophers have 
excelled? For no man is ignorant of the ^ first principles, 
which do virtually contain whatsoever by natural means 
either ^ is or can be known. Yea, might we not with as 
good ^ reason affirm, that a man may put three mighty oaks 
wheresoever three acorns may be put? For virtually an 
acorn is an oak. To avoid such paradoxes, we teach plainly, 
that to hold the foundation is, in express terms to acknow- 
ledge it. 

25. Now, because the foundation is an affirmative 
proposition, they all overthrow it, who deny it ; they directly 
overthrow it, who deny it directly ; and they overthrow it by 
consequent, or indirectly, which hold any one assertion 
whatsoever, whereupon the direct denial thereof may be 
necessarily concluded. What is the question between the 
Gentiles and us, but this. Whether salvation be by Christ ? 
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What between the Jews and us, but this, Whether b}" this 
Jesus, whom we call Christ, yea or no ? This to be the 
mam point whereupon Christianity standeth, it is clear by 
that one sentence of Festus concerning Paul’s accusers : 
“ They brought no crime of such things as I supposed, but 
had certain questions against him of their own ° superstition, 
and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to 
be alive.” ^ Where we see that Jesus, dead and raised for 
the salvation of the world, is by Jews^ denied, despised by 
a Gentile, and by a Christian apostle maintained. The 
Fathers therefore in the primitive church when they wrote ; 
Tertulhan, the book which he calleth ^ Apologeticus , Minu- 
tius Felix, the book which he entitleth ^ Octavius , Arnobius, 
his® seven books against the Gentiles ; Chrysostom, his 
orations against the Jews ; Eusebius, his ten books of evan- 
gelical demonstration : they stood ^ in defence of Christ- 
ianity ^ against them, by whom the foundation thereof was 
directly denied. But the writings of the Fathers against 
Novatians, Pelagians, and other heretics of the like note, 
refel positions, whereby the foundation of Christian faith was 
overthrown by consequent only. In the former sort of 
writings the foundation is proved ; in the latter, it is alleged 
as a proof, which to men that had been known directly to 
deny it, must needs have seemed a very beggarly kind of 
disputing. All infidels therefore deny the foundation of 
faith directly • by consequent, many a Christian man, yea 
whole Christian churches, have ^denied it, and do deny it at 
this present day. Christian churches denying ^ the founda- 
tion of Christianity ? Not ^ diiectly, for then they cease 
to be Christian churches; but by consequent, in respect 
whereof we condemn them as erroneous, although, for hold- 
ing the foundation, we do and must hold them Christian. 

26. We see what it is to hold the foundation; what 
directl}^, and what by consequent, to deny it. The next 
thing which followeth is, whether they whom God hath 
chosen to obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, may, 
being®' once effectually called, and through faith truly justi- 
fied,^ afterwards fall so far, as directly to deny the foundation 
which their hearts have before embraced with joy and 
comfort in the Holy Ghost ; for such is the faith, which 
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indeed doth justify. Devils know the same things which we 
believe, and the minds of the most ungodly may be fully 
persuaded of the truth ; which knowledge in the one and 
persuasion‘s in the other, is sometimes termed faith, but 
equivocally, being indeed no such faith as that whereby a 
Christian man is justified. It is the spirit of adoption 
which worketh faith in us, in them not ; the things which 
we believe, are by us apprehended, not only as true, but also 
as good, and that to us * as good, they are not by them 
apprehended ; as true, they are. Whereupon followeth a 
third ^ difference ; the Christian man the more he increaseth 
in faith, the more his joy and comfort aboundeth : but they, 
the more sure they are of the truth, the more they quake 
and tremble at it. This begetteth another effect, wherein ® 
the hearts of the one sort have a different disposition from 
the other. “Non ignoro plerosque conscientia meritoriim, 
nihil se esse post^ moitem magis optare quam credere; 
malunt enim exstingui penitus, quam ad supplicia repa- 
rari. ^ I am not ignorant, saith Minutius, that there are 
too many,^ who being conscious what they are to look for, 
do rather wish that they might, than think that they shall, 
cease to be,^ when they cease to live , because they hold it 
better that death should consume them unto nothing, than 
God receive them unto^ punishment. So it is in other 
articles of faith, whereof wicked men think, no doubt, many 
times they are too true : on the contrary side, to the other, 
there is no grief nor^ torment greater, than to feel their 
persuasion weak in things, whereof, when they are persuaded, 
they reap such comfort and joy of spirit : such is the faith 
whereby we are justified ; such, I mean, in respect of the 
quality. For touching the principal object of faith, longer 
than it holdeth that ^ foundation whereof we have spoken, 
it neither justifieth, nor is ; but ceaseth to be faith when it 
ceases to believe, that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of 
the world. The cause of life spiritual in us, is Christ, not 
carnally or corporally inhabiting, but dwelling m the soul of 
man, as a thing which (when the mind apprehendeth it) is 
said to inhabit and“ possess the mind. The mind con- 
ceiveth Christ by hearing the doctrine of Christianity. As 
the light of nature does cause the mind to apprehend those 
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truths which are merely rational; so that saving truth, 
which is far above the reach of human reason, cannot other- 
wise, than by the Spirit of the Almighty, be conceived. All 
these are implied, wheresoever any one ^ of them is mentioned 
as the cause of spiritual ® life. Wherefore when we read,^ 
that^ the spirit is our life; or,- “the Word of our life;’’ or,^ 
“ Christ our life : ” we are in every of these to understand, 
that our life is Christ, by the hearing of the Gospel appre- 
hended as a Saviour, and assented unto by ^ the power of the 
Holy Ghost. The first intellectual conceit and comprehen- 
sion of Christ so embraced, St. Peter calleth^ the seed 
whereof we be new born * our first embracing of Christ, is 
our first reviving ^ from the state of death and condemna- 
tion. “ He that hath the Son hath life,” saith St. John,^ 
and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life.” If 
therefore he which once hath the Son, may cease to have 
the Son, though it be but ^ a moment, he ceases for that 
moment to have life. But the life of them which live ® by 
the Son of God ^ is everlasting, not only for that it shall be 
everlasting ^ in the world to come," but because ® as “ Christ 
being raised from the dead dieth^ no more, death hath 
no more power over him;” so the^ justified man, being 
alive ^ to God in Jesus Christ our Lord, doth as necessarily 
from that time forward always live, as Christ, by whom he 
hath life, liveth always.^ 

I might, if I had not otherwhere largely done it already, 
shew by sundry ^ manifest and clear proofs, how the motions 
and operations of life are sometimes so undiscernible, and 
secret,^ that they seem stone-dead, who notwithstanding are 
still alive unto God in Christ. 

For as long as that abideth in us, which animateth, quick- 
eneth, and giveth life, so long we live ; and we know that 
the cause of our life ^ abideth in us for ever. If Christ, the 
fountain of life, may flit and leave the habitation where once 
he dwelleth, what shall become of his promise, “ I am with 
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you to the world's end?'^ If the seed of Godj which 
containeth Christ, may be first conceived and then cast 
out ; how doth St. Peter ^ term it immortal ? How doth 
St John ^ affirm it abideth ? If the Spirit, which is given to 
cherish and preserve the seed of life, may be given and 
taken away, how is the earnest ^ of our inheritance until 
redemption , how doth it continue ^ with us for ever ? If 
therefore the man which is once just by faith, shall live by 
faith, and live for ever, it followeth, that he which once 
doth believe the foundation, must needs believe the founda- 
tion for ever. If he ^ believe it for ever, how can he ever 
directly deny it ? ^ Faith holding the direct affirmation ; 
the direct negation, so long as faith continueth, is excluded. 

®But ye^ will say, ^‘That as he which to-day^ is holy, 
may, to-morrow forsake his holiness, and become impure j 
as a friend may change his mind, and become ^ an enemy ; 
as hope may wither • so faith may die in the heart of man, 
the Spirit may be quenched, Grace may be extinguished, 
they which believe may be quite turned away from the 
truth.” 

The ^ case ^ is clear, long experience hath made this mani- 
fest, it needs no proof. I grant we are apt, prone, and 
ready, to forsake God ; ^ but is God as ready to forsake 
us ? Our minds are changeable ; is his so likewise ? 
Whom God hath justified, hath not Christ assured, that it is 
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his Father’s will to give them a kingdom ? ’’ Which king- 
dom,^ notwithstanding, shall not otherwise be ^ given 
them, than ^ if they continue grounded and stablished in 
the faith, and be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel;” ‘‘^if they abide in love and holiness.” Our 
Saviour therefore, when he spake of the sheep eifectually 
called, and truly gathered into his fold,^ “ I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
pluck them out of my hands ; ” in promising to save them, 
promised,*^ no doubt, to preserve them in that without 
the which there can be no salvation, as also from 
that -whereby salvation is^ irremediably lost. Every 
error in things appertaining to ^ God is repugnant unto 
faith , every fearful, cogitation, unto hope ; unto love 
every straggling inordinate desire; unto holiness, every 
blemish whereby ® either the inward thoughts of our minds, 
or the outward actions of our lives, are stained. But heresy, 
such as that of Ebion, Cerinthus, and others, against whom 
the Apostles were forced to bend themselves, both by word 
and also by writing ; that repining discouragement of heart 
which tempteth God, whereof we have Israel in the desert 
for a pattern ; coldness, such as that in the angel of 
Ephesus ; foul sins, known to be expressly against the first 
or the second table of the law, such as Noah, Manasses, 
David, Solomon, and Peter, committed : these are each in 
their kind so opposite to the former virtues, that they leave 
no place for salvation without an actual repentance. But 
infidelity, extreme despair, hatred of God and all godliness,^ 
obduration in sin, cannot stand where there is the least 
spark of faith, hope, love, or ^ sanctity ; even as cold in the 
lowest degree cannot be, w’^here heat in the first ^ degree is 
found. 

Whereupon I conclude, that although in the first kind, no 
man liveth that ^ sinneth not ; and in the second, as perfect 
as any do live, may sin : yet sith the man which is born of 
God hath a promise, that m him ‘‘the seed of God shall 
abide ; ” ^ which seed is a sure preservative against the sins 
of the third suit ; greater and clearer assurance we cannot 
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have of anything, than of this, that from such sins God shall 
preserve the righteous, as the apple of his eye, for ever. 
Directly to deny the foundation of faith, is plain infidelity ; 
where faith is entered, there infidelity is for ever excluded : 
therefore by him which hath once sincerely believed in 
Christ, the foundation of Christian faith can never be 
directly denied. Did not Peter, did not hlarcellinus,^ did 
not many others, both directly deny Christ after they ^ had 
believed, and again believe after they had denied? No 
doubt, as they may ® confess in word,*^ whose condemnation 
nevertheless is ^ their not believing (for example we have 
Judas) ■ so likewise, they may believe in heart, whose 
condemnation, without repentance, is their not confessing. 
Although therefore Peter and the rest, for whose faith Christ 
had ^ prayed that it might not fail, did not by denial sin the 
sin of infid elit}^ which is an inward abnegation of Christ 
(for if they had done this, their faith had clearly failed) : 
yet, because they sinned notoriously and grievously, com- 
mitting that which they knew to be so ^ expressly forbidden 
by the law, which saith, “ Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve : ” necessary it was, that 
he which purposed to save their souls, should, as he did, 
touch their hearts with true unfeigned repentance, that his 
mercy might restore them again to life, whom sin had made 
the children of death and condemnation. Touching this 
point, therefore, I hope I may safely set it ^ down, that if 
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the justified err, as he may, and never come to understand 
his error, God doth save him through general repentance : but 
if he fall into heresy, he calieth him ^ either at ^ one time 
or other by actual repentance , but from infidelity, which is 
an inward direct denial of the foundation, preserveth^ 
him by special providence for ever. Whereby we may 
easily know what to think of those Galatians, whose hearts 
were so possest with love ^ of the truth, that if it had been 
possible, they would have plucked out their very ^ eyes, to 
bestow upon their teachers. It is true, that they were after- 
wards ° greatly ^ changed, both in persuasion and afiection ; 
so that the Galatians, when St. Paul WTOte unto them, were 
not now the Galatians which they had been in former times , p 
for that through error they wandered, although they were his 
sheep I do not deny, but I ^ should deny, that they were 
his sheep, if I should grant, that through error they perished. 
It was a perilous opinion which they held, in them ^ which ® 
held it only as an error, because it overthroweth the found- 
ation by consequent. But in them which obstinately 
maintained ‘ it, I cannot think it less than a damnable 
heresy. 

We must therefore put a difference between them which 
err of ignorance, retaining nevertheless a mind desirous to 
be instructed in the ^ truth, and them which, after the truth 
is laid open, persist in -stubborn defence of their blindness. 
Heretical defenders, froward and stiff-necked teachers of 
circumcision, the blessed Apostle calieth ^ dogs : silly men, 
that were seduced to think they taught the truth, he pitieth, 
he taketh up in his arms, he lovingly embraceth, he kisseth, 
and with more than fatherly tenderness doth so temper, 
qualify, and correct the speech he useth towards them, that 
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a man cannot easily discern, whetlier did most abound, the 
love which he bare to their godly affection, or the grief which 
the danger of their opinion bred him.^ Their opinion was 
dangerous ; was not theirs so ^ likewise who thought that ^ 
the kingdom of Christ should be earthly ? was not theirs 
which thought that ® the gospel should be preached ^ only 
to the Jews? What more opposite to prophetical doctrine, 
concerning the coming of Christ, than the one ? concerning 
the catholic Church, than the other ? Yet they which had 
these fancies, even when they had them, were not the worst 
men in the world. The heresy of freewill was a millstone 
about the Pelagians’ neck , ^ shall we therefore give sentence 
of death inevitable^ against all those Fathers in the Greek 
church, which being mispersuaded, died in the error of free- 
will ? ^ 

Of those ^ Galatians, therefore, which first were justified,^ 
and then deceived, as I can see no cause, why as many as 
died before admonition might not by mercy be saved,^^ 
even in error ; so I make no doubt, but as many as lived till 
they were admonished, found the mercy of God effectual in 
converting them from their error, ^ lest any one that is Christ’s 
should perish. Of this, as ^ I take it, there is no controversy : 
only against the salvation of them which died, though before 
admonition, yet in error, it is objected, that their opinion was 
a very plain direct denial of the foundation. If Paul and 
Barnabas had been so persuaded, they would haply have 
used their terms otherwise, speaking of the masters them- 
selves, who did first set that error abroach, “certain of the 
sect of the Pharisees which believed.” ^ What difference 
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was there between these Pharisees ^ and other, from whom 
by a special description they are distinguished, but this? 
They which came to Antioch, teaching the necessity of 
circumcision, were Christians ; the other, enemies of Chris- 
tianity. Why then should these be termed so distinctly 
believers, if they did directly deny the foundation of our 
belief ; besides which, there was none ^ other thing, that 
made the rest to be unbelievers We need go no further 
than St, Pauhs very reasoning against them, for proof of this 
matter : ^ “ Seeing ye ^ know God, or rather are known of 
God, how turn you again unto impotent rudiments ? - The 

law engendereth servants, her children are in bondage : they 
which are begotten by the gospel, are free. ^ Brethren, we 
are not children of the servant, but of the free woman, and 
will ye yet be under the law? ” That they thought it unto 
salvation necessary, for the Church of Christ to observe days, 
and months, and times, and years, to keep the ceremonies 
and the sacraments of the law, this was their error."^ Yet 
he which condemneth their error, confesseth notwithstand- 
ing,® that they knew God,^ and were known of him; he 
taketh not the honour from them to be termed sons begotten 
of ^ the immortal seed of the gospel. Let the heaviest words 
which " he useth be weighed ; consider the drift of those 
dreadful conclusions ^‘If ye^ be circumcised, Christ shall 
profit you nothing . as many as are justified by the law, ye ^ 
are fallen from Grace ” It had been to no purpose in the 
world so to urge them, had not the Apostle been persuaded, 
that at the hearing of such sequels, ‘‘No benefit by Christ,” 
“a defection from grace,” their hearts would tremble and 
quake within them : and why? because they ^ knew, that in 
Christ, in grace, their salvation lay, which is a plain direct 
acknowledgment of the foundation. 

Lest I should herein seem to hold that which no one godly 
and learned ° hath done, let these words be considered, 
which import as much as I affirm.'^ “ Surely those brethren 
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^Yhich, in St. Paul’s time, thought that God did lay a necessity 
upon them to make choice of days and meats, spake as they 
believed, and could not but in words condemn that liberty, 
which they supposed to be brought in against the authority 
of divine Scripture. Otherwise it had been needless for St. 
Paul to admonish them, not to condemn such as eat, with- 
out scrupulosity, whatsoever was set before them. This error, 
if ye weigh what it is of itself, did at once overthrow all 
Scripture, whereby we are taught salvation by faith in Christ, 
all that ever the prophets did foretell, all that ever the 
Apostles did preach of Christ ; it drew with it the denial of 
Christ utterly : insomuch that ^ St. Paul complaineth, that 
his labour was lost upon the Galatians,® unto whom this 
error was obtruded , affirming that Christ, if so be they were 
circumcised, should not profit them any thing at all. Yet 
so far was St. Paul from striking their names out of Christ’s 
book, that he commanded others to entertain them, to accept 
them with singular humanity, to use them like brethren; he 
knew man’s imbecility, he had a feeling of our blindness 
which are mortal men, how great it is, and being sure that 
they are the sons of God, whosoever be endued with his fear, 
would not have them counted enemies of that whereunto they 
could not as yet frame themselves to be friends, but did even 
of ^ a very religious affection to the truth, unwittingly ^ reject 
and resist the truth. They acknowledged ^ Christ to be 
theii only and their ^ perfect Saviour, but saw not how repug- 
nant their believing the ^ necessity of Mosaical ceremonies 
was to their faith in Jesus Christ.” 

Hereunto ^ reply ^ is made, that if they had not directly 
denied the foundation, they might have been saved ; but 
saved they could not be ; therefore their opinion was, not 
only by consequent, but directly, a denial of the foundation. 
When the question was about the possibility of their salva- 
tion, their denying of the foundation was brought for proof 
that they could not be saved : now that the question is about 
their denial,® the impossibility of their salvation is alleged to 
prove they denied the foundation. Is there nothing which 
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excludeth men from salvation, but only the foundation of 
faith denied ? I should have thought, that beside ^ this, 
many other things are death, except they be actually repented 
of : as indeed this opinion of theirs was death, ^ unto as 
many as, being given to understand ^ that to cleave thereunto 
was to fall fiom Christ, did notwithstanding cleave unto it. 
But of this enough. Wherefore I come to the last question, 
“ Whether the ^ doctrine of the Church of Rome, conceining 
the necessity of works unto salvation, be a direct denial of 
the foundation of^ our faith? ” 

27. I seek not to obtrude unto you any private opinions 
of mine own. The best learned ^ in our profession are of 
this judgment, that all the heresies and^ corruptions of the 
church of Rome do not prove her to deny the foundation 
directly ; if they did, they should proved her simply to be no 
Christian church But I suppose,^' saith one,^ “ that in 
the papacy some church remaineth, a church crazed, or, if 
you will, broken quite in pieces, forlorn, misshapen, yet 
some church • his reason is this, “ Antichrist must sit in 
the temple of God."' Lest any man should think such sen- 
tences as this ^ to be true only in regard of them whom that 
church is supposed to have kept by the special providence 
of God, as It were, in the secret corners of his bosom, free 
fiom infection, and as sound in the faith, as we trust, by his 
mercy, we ourselves are , I permit it to your wise con- 
siderations, whether it be not ^ more likely, that as phrensy, 
though Itself take away the use of reason, doth notwithstand- 
ing prove them reasonable creatures which have it, because 
none can be frantic but they ; so Antichristianity being the 
bane and plain overthrow of Christianity, may nevertheless 
argue the church wherein ^ Antichrist sitteth to be Christian.^ 
Neither have I ever*^ hitherto heard or read any one word 
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alleged of force to warrant, that God doth otherwise than so 
as hath been in the two next questions before declared,® 
bind himself to keep his elect from worshipping the beast, 
and from receiving his mark in their foreheads ; but he hath 
preserved, and will preserve, them from receiving any deadly 
wound at the hands of the man of sin, whose deceit hath 
prevailed over none to death, but only such ^ as never loved 
the truth, such as took pleasure^ in unrighteousness : they in 
all ages, -whose hearts have delighted in the principal truth, 
and whose souls have thirsted after righteousness, if they 
received the mark of error, the mercy of God, even erring, 
and dangerously erring, might save them ; if they received 
the mark of heresy, the same meicy did, I doubt not, con- 
vert them.^ How far Romish heresies may prevail over 
God’s elect, how many God hath kept from falling into them, 
how many have been converted from them, is not the ques- 
tion now in hand : for if heaven had not received any one of 
that coat for these thousand years, it may still be true,^ that 
the doctrine which at ^ this day they do profess, doth not 
directly deny the foundation, and so prove them simply to 
be no Christian church. One I have alleged, whose words, 
in my ears, sound that way ; shall I add another, whose 
speech is plainer ? ^ ‘'I deny her not the name of a church,” 

saith another,^ “no more than to a man the name of a man, 
as long as he liveth, what sickness soever he hath.” His 
reason is this : “ Salvation in Jesus Christ, which is the mark 
joineth the Head with the body, Jesus Christ with his^ 
Church, it^ is so cut off by man’s “ merits, by the merits of 
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^ Giving Christian repentance, and knowledge of the truth neces- 
sary to salvation, i Tim. ii.” Note m D.] 

They deny the sufficiency of the scriptures, which you make the 
foundation.” Ibid.] 

Morn, de Eccles- [c. 2. p 32. ed. 1594. “ Si de Christi officio, et 

qumrenda in Christo salute agatur, quo, tanquam jugulo, corpoii caput, 
Ecclesim Christus conjungitur : sic mentis hominum et sanctorum, indul- 
gentiarum sordibus, et infinitis blasphemiarum machinis pars haec doc- 
trine labefactala est, ut jam e tenui filo vita ecclesie penderet, eoque 
mox abrumpendo, (quae fuit Artichristi in agendo sedulitas,) msi tempore 
Dommus, qui eum compescerent, servos suos emisisset. Quamdiu vel 
tenui illud filum reliquum manet, Ecclesise nomen non denegamus, ut 
nec ei qui morbo contabescit nomen hominis quamdiu vivit.’ The 
author of this work was the Breton nobleman, Philip Mornay du Plessis, 
leader of the more serious party among the French protestants : it was 
first published, A.D. 1577-] 
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saints, by the pope’s pardons, and such other wickedness, 
that the life of the Church holdeth by a very little ^ thread,” 
yet still the life of the Church holdeth. A third hath these 
words : ^ “ I acknowledge the church of Rome, even at this 
present day, for a church of Christ, such a church as Israel 
under ® Jeroboam, yet a church.” His reason is this : 
“ Every man seeth, except he willingly hoodwink himself, 
that as always, so now, the church of Rome holdeth firmly 
and steadfastly the doctrine of truth concerning God, and 
the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and baptizeth in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; con- 
fesseth and avoucheth Christ for ^ the only ^ Redeemer of 
the world, and the Judge that shall sit upon quick and dead, 
receiving true believers into endless joy, faithless and god- 
less men being cast with Satan and his angels into flames 
unquenchable.” 

28. I may, and will, rein the question shorter than they 
do. Let the Pope take down his top, and captivate no 
more men’s souls by his papal jurisdiction ; let him no longer 
count himself lord paramount over the princes of the earth, 
no longer use^ kings as his tenants^ /ara 7 Ja^/e^^ let his 
stately senate submit their necks to the yoke of Christ, and 
cease to dye their garments, like Edom, in blood ; let them, 
from the highest to the lowest, hate and forsake their idolatry, 
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^ Zanch. Pisefat. de Relig. [‘“^Nescio quo smgiilari Dei beneficio, 
hoc adhuc bom m Rom. ecclesia servan nemo non videt, nisi qui videre 
non vult j quod nimirum, sicut senipei, sic nunc etiam constans et firma 
in vera de Deo, deque personae D. N. Jesu Christi doctrina peisistit ; et 
baptizat in nomine Patris et Filii et Spintus Sancti ; Christumque agno- 
scit ac prsedicat pro unico mundi redemptore, futuioque vivorum et 
raortuorum judice, qui veros fideles secum in jeternam vntam recepturus, 
incredulos autem et impios in aeternum ignem cum Diabolo et angelis 
ejus ejecturus sit : qu^ causa est, cur ecclesiam lianc pro ecclesia Christi 
etiamnum agnoscam : sed quail ^ qualis et ah Osea ahisque Prophetis 
ecclesia Israelis sub Jeroboamo, et deinceps, fuisse desciibitur : nunquam 
enim lesipuit a sms formcatiombus.” Ad calc Opens de Sacra Sciiptura. 
t. vni. ed 1605.] 
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^ [Blackstone’s Commentaries, vol. 11. p, 60. ed. Colei idge. ‘‘ If the 
Iving granted a manor to A, and he granted a portion of the land to B, 

. . . the Kang was styled Lord Paramount, A was both tenant and 
lord, or was a mesne lord ; and B was called tenant paravail, or the 
lowest tenant; being he who was supposed to make avail, or profit, 
of the land. 2 Inst 296.”] 
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abjure all their errors and heresies, wherewith they have any 
way perverted the truth ; let them strip their church, till they 
leave no polluted rag, but only this one about her; “By 
Christ alone, without works, ^ we cannot be saved . it is 
enough for me, if I show, that the holding of this one thing 
doth not prove the foundation of faith directly denied in the 
Church of Rome. 

29. Works are an addition to the foundation be it so, 
what then ? the foundation is not subverted by every kind 
of addition : simply to add unto those fundamental words, 
is not to mingle wine with puddle, heaven with earth, things 
polluted with the sanctified blood of Christ : of which crime 
indict them, which ^ attribute those operations in whole or 
in part to any creature, which in the work of our salvation 
are wholly ^ peculiar unto Christ ; and, if I open my mouth 
to speak in their defence, if I hold my peace, and plead 
not against them as long as breath is in^ my body, let me 
be^^ guilty of all the dishonour that ever hath been done 
to the Son of God. But the more dreadful a thing it is to 
deny salvation by Christ alone, the more slow and fearful I 
am, except it be too too manifest^ to lay a thing so grievous 
unto any maiVs charge. Let us beware, lest if we make 
too many ways of denying Christ, we scarce leave any way 
for ourselves truly and soundly to confess him. Salvation 
only by Christ is the true foundation whereupon indeed 
Christianity standeth But wdiat if I say, ye*- cannot be 
saved only by Christ, without this addition, Christ believed 
in heart, confessed with mouth, obeyed in life and convers- 
ation? Because I add, do I therefore deny that which 
directly I did affirm^ There may be an additament of 
explication, which overthroweth not, but proveth and con- 
cludeth the proposition whereunto it is annexed. He that^ 
saith, Peter was a chief Apostle, doth prove that Peter 'was 
an Apostle : he which saith,- Our salvation is of the Lord, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and faith of the truth, 
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^ Ambiguous, if they hold Chiist’s redemption without woiks to 
be insufficient.” Note in D. Dr Todd states that “ this note is not 
easily decyphered, and ends imperfect, as if it had never been finished. 
It seems to be, ‘ Ambiguous, if they hold workes, Christ’s Redemption 
without workes thus to be unsufficient or — ’ ”] 
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proveth that our salvation is of the Lord. But if that which 
IS added, be such a privation as taketh away the very essence 
of that whereunto it is adjoined/ then by sequel^" it over- 
throweth. He which saith, Judas is a dead man, though m 
word he grant ^ Judas to be a man, yet in effect he proveth 
him by that very speech no man, because death depriveth 
him of his being.^ In like sort, he that should say, Our 
election is of grace for our works’ sake, should grant in 
sound of words, but indeed by consequent deny, that our 
election is of grace , for the grace which electeth us is no 
grace, ^ if it elect us for our works’ sake. 

30. Now whereas the church of Lome addeth works, we 
must note further, that the adding works is not like the 
adding of circumcision unto Christ. Christ came not to 
abrogate and to take away^ good works. ^ he did, to change 
circumcision ; for we see that in place thereof he hath sub- 
stituted holy baptism. To say, ye cannot be saved by Christ 
except ye be circumcised, is to add a thing excluded, a thing 
not only not necessary to be kept, but necessary not to be 
kept^by them that will be saved. On the other side, to say, 
ye cannot be saved by Christ without works,® is to add things 
not only not excluded, but commanded, as being in their 
place and in their kind necessary, and therefore subordinated 
unto Christ, even^ by Christ himself, by whom the web of 
salvation is spun : ^ Except your righteousness exceed the 
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^ I deny not but that the church of Rome lequireth soine kinds of 
works which she ought not to require at men’s hands But our question 
IS geneial about the adding of good woiks, not whether such or such 
works be good. In this comparison it is enough to touch so much on 
the matter in question between St Paul and the Galatians, as inferreth 
those conclusions “Ye are fallen from grace; Chi 1 st can profit you 
nothing : ” which conclusions will follow upon circumcision and rites ot 
the law ceiemonial, if they be requiied as things necessary to salvation. 
This only was alleged against me * and need I touch more than was 
alleged ^ * 

[“ But to justify us by faith without the meiit of good works.” Note 
m D ] 

^ [“The keeping of circumcision hindereth not salvation, but the 
opinion of the necessity thereof.” Ibid ] 

® [“Ambiguous.” Ibid.] 

® [The words “web” and “spun” in D are underlined, and upon 
them written “iapinosis ”] 
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righteousness of the Scnbes and Pharisees, ye® shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.”^ They were rigorous 
exacters of things not utterly to be neglected and left un- 
done,- washings and tithings,^ &:c. As they were in these 
things, so must we be in judgment and the love of God. 
Christ, m works ceremonial, giveth more liberty, in moral 
much less,^ than they did. Works of righteousness there- 
fore are not so repugnantly*^ added in the one proposition ; 
as in the other circumcision is. 

3 2 . But we say, our salvation is by Christ alone ; there- 
fore howsoever, or whatsoever, we add unto Christ in the 
matter of salvation, we overthrow^ Christ. Our case were 
very hard, if this argument, so universally meant as it is 
proposed, vrere sound and good. We ourselves do not teach 
Christ alone, excluding our own faith, ^ unto justification; 
Christ alone, excluding our own works, unto sanctification ; 
Christ alone, excluding the one or the other as^ unnecessary 
unto salvation.^ It is a childish cavil wherewith in the 
matter of justification our adversaries do greatly please 
themselves, exclaiming, that we tread all Christian virtues 
under our ® feet, and require nothing in Christians but faith ; 
because we teach that faith alone justifieth : whereas we by 
this speech ^ never meant to exclude either hope and charity 
from being always joined as inseparable mates with faith in 
the man that is justified; or works from being added as 
necessary duties, required at the hands of every justified 
man : but to shew that faith is the only hand which putteth 
on Christ unto justification , and Christ the only garment, 
which being so put on, covereth the shame of our defiled 
natures, hideth the imperfections of our works, preserveth 
us blameless in the sight of God, before whom otherwise 
the very'^ weakness of our faith were cause sufficient to 
make us culpable, yea, to shut us out ^ from the kingdom 
of heaven, where nothing that is not absolute can enter. 
That our dealing with them be not as childish as theirs with 
us ; when we hear of salvation by Christ alone, considering 
that (“ alone is^ an) exclusive particle, we are to note 
what it doth exclude, and where. If I say, “ Such a judge 
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only ought to determine such a cause,” all things incident 
unto the determination thereof, besides the person of the 
Judge, as laws, depositions, evidences, &:c. are not hereby 
excluded ; persons are, yet not ^ from witnessing herein, or 
assisting, but only from determining and giving sentence. 
How then is our salvation wrought by Christ alone ? is it 
our meaning, ° that nothing is requisite to man’s salvation, 
but Christ to save, and he to be saved quietly without any 
more to do ? No, we acknowledge no such foundation.® 
As we have received, so we teach that besides the bare 
and naked work,^ wherein Christ, without any other associate, 
finished all the parts of our redemption, and purchased 
salvation himself alone ; for conveyance of this eminent 
blessing unto us, many things are required,^ as, to be known 
and chosen of God before the foundations of the world ; in 
the world to be called, justified, sanctified ; after we have 
left the world, to be received into ^ glory ; Christ in every 
of these hath somewhat which he worketh alone. Through 
him, according to the eternal pm pose of God before the 
foundation of the world,- born, crucified, buried, raised, &:c., 
we were in a gracious acceptation ^ known unto God long 
before we were seen of men * God knew us, loved us, was 
kind towards us^ in Christ Jesus,^ in him we were elected 
to be heirs of life. Thus far God through Christ hath 
wrought in such sort alone, that ourselves are mere patients, 
working no more than dead and senseless matter, wood, 
or stone, or iron, doth in the artificer’s hand,^ no more than 
the clay, when the potter appointeth it to be framed for an 
honourable use , nay, not so much. For the matter where- 
upon the craftsman worketh he chooseth, being moved by 
the fitness which is in it to serve his turn ; in us no such 
thing. Touching the rest, that ^ w'hich is laid for the founda- 
tion of our faith, importeth® further, that by him w^e be 
called, that we have redemption, remission of sms through 
his blood, health by his stripes; justice by him; that he 
doth sanctify his Church, and make it glorious to himself ; 
that entrance into joy shall be given us by him ; yea, all 
things by him alone. Howbeit, not so by him alone, as if 
in us, to our vocation, the hearing of the gospel; to our 
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justification, faith; to our sanctification, the fruits of the 
spirit ; to our entrance into rest, perseverance in hope, in 
faith, in holiness, were not necessar}% 

32. Then what is the fault of the church of Rome? Not 
that she requireth works at their hands that will be saved : 
but that she attributeth unto works a power of satisfying God 
for sin ; and^^ a \irtue to merit both grace here, and in heaven 
glory. That this overthroweth the foundation of faith, I 
grant willingly ; that it is a direct ^ denial thereof, I utterly 
deny. What it is to hold, and what directly ^ to deny, the 
foundation of faith, I have already opened. Apply it 
particularly to this cause, and there needs no more ado. 
The thing which is handled, if the form under which it is 
handled be added thereunto, it sheweth the foundation of 
any doctrine whatsoever. Christ is the matter vt'hereof the 
doctrine of the gospel treateth ; and it treateth of Christ as 
of a Saviour. Salvation therefore by Christ is the foundation 
of Christianity : as for works, they are a thing subordinate, 
no otherwise necessary ‘i than because our sanctification 
cannot^ be accomplished without them. The doctrine 
concerning them is a thing builded upon the foundation ; 
therefore the doctrine which addeth unto them power ^ of 
satisfying, or of meriting, addeth unto a thing subordinated, 
builded upon the foundation, not to ® the very foundation 
itself ; yet is the foundation consequently by this addition * 
overthrown, forasmuch as out of this addition it may 
negatively be ^ concluded, he which maketh any work good 
and acceptable in the sight of God, to proceed from the 
natural freedom of our will ; he which giveth unto any good 
work ^ of ours the force of satisfying the wrath of God for 
sin, the power of meriting either earthly or heavenly rewards ; 
he which holdeth works going before our vocation, in 
congruity to merit our vocation ; works following our first, 
to merit our second justification, and by condignity our last 
reward in the kingdom of heaven, pulleth up the doctrine of 
faith by the roots ; for out of every of these the plain direct 
denial thereof may be necessarily concluded. Nor^ this. 
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only, but what other heresy is there which ^ doth not raze 
the very foundation of faith by consequent ? Howbeit, we 
make a difference of heresies ; accounting them in the next 
degree to infidelity, which ^ directly deny any one thing to 
be which is expressly acknowledged in the articles of our 
belief ; for out of any one article so denied, the denial of 
the very foundation itself is straightway ^ inferred*^ As for 
example; if a man should say, There is no catholic 
Church,’’ it followeth immediately hereupon,® that this Jesus 
whom we call the Saviour, is not the Saviour of the world ; 
because all the prophets bear ^ witness, that the true Messias 
should shew light unto the Gentiles ; ” - that is to say, 
gather such a Church as is catholic, not restrained any longer 
unto one circumcised nation. In a® second rank we place 
them, out of whose positions the denial of any of ^ the fore- 
said articles may be with like facility concluded ; such are ^ 
they which have denied, either the divinity of Christ, with 
Hebion, or with Marcion, his humanity ; an example where- 
of may be that of Cassianus defending the incarnation of the 
Son of God against Nestorius bishop of Antioch,^ which ^ 
held, that the Virgin, when she brought forth Christ, did 
not bring forth the Son of God, but a sole and mere man. 
Out of which heresy the denial of the ai tides of Christian ^ 
faith he deduceth thus : ^ “ If thou dost deny our Lord 
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Jesum Christum, necesse est ut Fibum Dei denegans etiam Patrem 
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Jesus Christ to be God,^ in denying the Son, thou canst 
not choose but deny the Father; for, according to the voice 
of the Father himself, ‘ He that hath not the Son, hath not 
the Father.’ Wherefore denying him that^ is begotten, 
thou deniest him which doth beget. Again,™ denying the 
Son of God to have been born in the flesh, how canst thou 
believe him to have suffered? believing not his passion, 
what remameth, but that thou deny his resurrection ? For 
we believe him not raised, except we first believe him dead : 
neither can the reason of his rising from the dead stand, 
without the faith of his death going before. The denial 
of his death and passion inferreth the denial of his rising 
from the depth.^ Wheieupon it followeth, that thou also 
deny his ascension into heaven : the Apostle affirming,^ 

^ That he which ascended, did first descend.’ So that, as 
much as lieth in thee, our Lord Jesus Christ hath neither 
risen from the depth , p nor is ascended into heaven, nor 
sitteth at the right hand of God the Father, neither shall he 
come at the day of final account, which is looked for, nor 
shall judge the quick and dead. And darest thou yet set 
foot in the Church? Canst thou think thyself a bishop, 
when thou hast denied all those things whereby thou didst 
obtain a bishoply calling ? ” Nest onus confessed all the 
articles of the creed, but his opinion did imply the denial 
of every part of his confession. Heresies there are of a 
third ^ sort, such as the church of Rome maintaineth, which 
being ® removed by a greater distance from the foundation, 
although indeed they overthrow it , yet because of that 
weakness, which the philosopher noteth in men’s capacities 
when he saith, that the common sort cannot see things 
which follow in reason, when they follow, as it were, afar 
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dicente Apostolo, ‘Qui enim descendit, ipse est qni ascendit.’ Ergo, 
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versitas, evacuasse te penitus omnem symboli fidem, omnem spei sacra- 
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off by many deductions; therefore the repugnancy between^ 
such heresy and the foundation is not so quickly nor so 
easily found, but that an heretic of this, sooner than of the 
former kind, may directly grant, and consequently neverthe- 
less deny, the foundation of faith 

33. If reason be suspected, trial will shew that the church 
of Rome doth no ^ otherwise, by teaching the doctrine she 
doth teach concerning worksJ Offer them the very funda- 
mental words, and what one ^ man is there that will refuse to 
subscribe unto them ? Can they directly grant, and deny 
directly one and the very selfsame thing ^ Our own pro- 
ceedings in disputing against their works satisfactory and 
meritorious do shew, not only that they hold, but that we 
acknowledge them to hold, the foundation, notwithstanding 
their opinion. For are not these our arguments against 
them? “Christ alone hath satisfied and appeased his Fathers 
wrath ; Christ hath merited salvation alone.’’ We should 
do fondly to use such disputes, neither could we think to 
prevail by them, if that whereupon we ground, were a thing 
which we know they do not hold,^’ which w^e are assured 
they will not grant. Their very answers to all such reasons, 
as are m this controversy brought against them, will not 
permit us to doubt whether they hold the foundation or no. 
Can any man, which ® hath read their books concerning this 
matter, be ignorant how they draw all their answers unto 
these heads ? “ That the remission of all our sins, the 
pardon of all whatsoever punishments thereby deserved, 
the rewards which God hath laid up in heaven, are by the 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ purchased, and obtained 
sufficiently for all men but for no man effectually for his 
benefit in particular, except the blood of Christ be applied 
particularly unto him by such means as God hath appointed 
it^ to work by : That those means of themselves being but 
dead things, only the blood of Christ is that which putteth 
life, force, and efficacy in them to work, and to be avail- 
able, each in his kind, to our salvation • Finally, that grace 
being purchased for us by the blood of Christ, and freely 
without any merit or desert at the first bestowed upon us, 
the good things which we do, after grace received, are® 
thereby made satisfactory and meritorious. Some of their 
sentences to this effect I must allege for mine own warrant. 

t of E or E. * not D. y good works E * one om E. 

directly deny E. ^ hold with t). that E* ^ that E. ® be E, 



of Justification 65 

If we desire to hear foreign judgments, we find in one this 
confession : “ He that could reckon how many the virtues 
and merits of our Saviour Christ have^ been, might like- 
wise understand how many the benefits have been that 
are come ^ unto us by him, forasmuch ^ as men are made 
partakers of them all by the mean ' of his passion : by him 
is given unto us remission of our sins, grace, glory, liberty, 
praise, [peace,] salvation, redemption, justification,^ justice, 
sanctification,^ sacraments, merits, doctrine,^ and all other 
things which we [he] had, and were behoveful’^ for our 
salvation.’^ ^ In another we have these oppositions and 
answers made unto them : All grace is given by Christ 
Jesus. True; but not except Christ Jesus be applied. 
He is the propitiation for our sins ; ^ by his stripes we are 
healed ; he hath offered up himself® for us * all this [us 
all: thispP] is true, but apply it. We put all satisfac- 
tion in the blood of Jesus Christ; but we hold, that the 
means which ^ Christ hath appointed for us in this case to 
apply it, are our penal works.’’ ^ Our countrymen in 
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2 Lew’is of Granada, Hedit ch. last 3 [“Of Prayer and Medi- 
tation. Wherein are contained fourteen devout Meditations for the 
seven days of the week, both for the jMornings and Evenings And in 
them is treated of the consideration of the principal Mysteries of our 
Faith. Written first in the Spanish tongue by the famous leligious 
Father, F Lewis de Granada, Provincial of the holy oider of Pieachers 
in the Province of Portugal ” Pans 15S2 foL 317 The writer was 
one of the most distinguished ascetic and devotional writers of Spain. 
He was confessor to the Queen Regent of Poitugal, and died 1588. 
Biog. Univ.] 

^ Pamgarola lett. Ii [“ Disceptationes Calvmicse a Joanne Tonso 
Mediolan. Patritio in Latinum conversse ” Milan 1554 Discept. xi. 
p- 272, 3 “‘Omnis gratia data est nobis per Chnstum Jesum:’ 
verum ; at per applicationem. ‘ Ipse est piopitiatio pio peccatis nostris : ’ 
verum ; at applica. ‘ Livore ejus sanati sumus . ’ at applica. * Pro nobis 
se obtulit : ’ at applica . . . Omnem enim satisfactionem in sanguine 
locamus ; sed applicationem hac in re tnbuimus, quibus ipse tribuit 
Christus, poenalihus scilicet nostris operibiis ” Francis Pamgarola was 
one of the most distinguished pieachers of Italy m the i6th century. 
The work from which the above is translated was a course of lectures 
against the Calvinists, addressed to Charles Emanuel, Duke of Savoy, 
by whom Pamgarola was made Bishop of Asti, A D 15^7 * ke died in 
1594. See Tiraboschi, Storia della Letteratura Italiana, t. vn. part. i. 
hb iii. c 6. No. 12-14.] 
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Rhemes make the like answer,^ that they seek salvation no 
other way than by the blood of Christ ; and that humbly 
they do use prayers, fasting/ alms, faith, charity, sacrifice, 
sacraments, priests, only as the means appointed by Christ, 
to apply the benefit of his holy blood unto them . touching 
our good works, that in their own natures they are not meri- 
torious, nor answerable unto the joys of heaven , it cometh 
by the grace of Christ, and not of the work itself, that we 
have by well-doing a right to heaven, and deserve it worthily. 
If any man think that I seek to varnish their opinions, to set 
the better foot of a lame cause foremost ; let him know, that 
since® I began throughly to understand their meaning, I 
have found their halting in this doctrine * greater than per- 
haps it seerneth to them which know not the deepness of 
Satan, as the blessed Divine speaketb.- For, although this 
be proof sufficient, that they do not directly deny the found- 
ation of faith ; yet, if there were no other leaven in the whole 
lump of their doctrine but this, this were sufficient to prove, 
that their doctrine is not agreeable with ^ the foundation of 
Christian faith. The Pelagians, being over-great friends unto 
nature, made themselves enemies unto grace, for all their 
confessing, that men have their souls, and all the faculties 
thereof, their wills and the ability ^ of their wills, from God. 
And is not the church of Rome still an adversary unto Christ’s 
merits, because of her acknowledging, that we have received 
the power of meriting by the blood of Christ ? Sir Thomas 
More setteth down the odds between us and the church of 
Rome in the matter of works thus • Like as we grant them, 
that no good work of man is rewardable in heaven of his ^ 
own nature, but through the mere goodness of God, that 
list ^ to set so high a price upon so poor a thing ; and that 
this price God setteth through Christ’s passion, and for 
that also that they be ^ his own works with us ; (for good 
works to God-ward worketh no man, without God work in 
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him .) and as we grant them also, that no man may be 
proud of his works, for his own ^ imperfect ^ working ; and 
for that in all that man may do, he can do no good,^ but 
is a servant unprofitable, and doth but his bare duty ; as 
we, I say, grant unto them these things, so this one thing 
or twain do they grant us again, that men are bound to 
work good works, if they have time and power ; and that 
whoso worketh in true faith most, shall be most rewarded : 
but then set they thereto, that all his rewards shall be 
given him for his faith alone, and nothing for his works at 
all, because his faith is the thing, they say, that forceth 
him to work well/’ ^ I see by this of sir Thomas More, 
how easy it is for men of great capacity and judgment ^ to 
mistake things written or spoken, as well on one side as on 
another.^ Their doctrme, as he thought, maketh the works ^ 
of man rewardable in the world to come through the mere ^ 
goodness of God, whom it pleaseth to set so high a price 
upon so poor a thing ; and ours, that a man doth receive that 
eternal and high reward, not for his works, but for his faith’s 
sake, by which he worketh : whereas in truth our doctrine 
is no other than that which ^ we have learned at the feet of 
Christ; namely, that God doth justify the believing man, 
yet not for the worthiness of his belief, but for his worthi- 
ness ^ which is believed ; God rewardeth abundantly every 
one which worketh, yet not for any meritorious dignity which 
is, or can be, in the work, but through his mere mercy, by 
whose commandment he worketh. Contrariwise, their doc- 
trine is, 2 that as pure water of itself hath no savour, but if 
it pass through a sweet pipe, it taketh a pleasant smell of the 
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Atque ut rem absolvamus . opera nostra tnplicia sunt, vel tnbus modis 
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pipe through which it passeth ^ so, although before grace 
received, our works do neither satisfy nor merit ; yet after, 
they do both the one and the other. Every virtuous action 
hath then power in such sort “ to satisfy ; that if we ourselves 
commit no mortal sin, no heinous crime, w^hereupon to spend 
this treasure of satisfaction m our own behalf, it turneth to 
the benefit of other men’s release, on whom it shall please 
the steward of the house of God to bestow it ; so that we 
may satisfy for ourselves and others, but merit only for our- 
selves. In meriting, our actions do work with two hands : 
with the ^ one, they get their morning stipend, the increase 
of grace ; with the other, their evening hire, the everlasting 
crown of glory. Indeed they teach, that our good works do 
not these things as they come from us, but as they come from 
grace in us ; which grace in us is another thing in their 
divinity, than is the mere goodness of God’s mercy toward ® 
us in Christ Jesus. 

34. If it were not a strong deluding spirit which hath 
possession of their hearts ; were it possible but that they 
should see how plainly they do herein gainsay the very 
ground ^ of apostolic faith ? Is this that salvation by grace, 
whereof so plentiful mention is made in the sacred ^ Scriptures 
of God ^ was this their meaning, which first taught the world 
to look for salvation only by Christ? By grace, the Apostle 
saith, and by grace in such sort as a gift ; a thing that cometh 
not of ourselves, not of our works, lest any man should boast 
and say, “ I have wrought out mine own salvation.” ^ By 
grace they confess ; but by grace in such sort, that as many 
as wear the diadem of bliss, they wear nothing but what they 
have won. The Apostle, as if he had foreseen how the 
church of Rome would abuse the world in time by ambiguous 
terms, to declare in what sense the name of grace must be 
taken, when we make it the cause of our salvation, saith, 
“He saved us according to his mercy:” which mercy, 
although it exclude not the washing of our new birth, the 
renewing of our hearts by the Holy Ghost, the means, the 
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virtues, the duties, which God requireth at^ their hands 
which shall be saved ; yet it is so repugnant unto merits, that 
to say, we are saved for the worthiness of any thing which is 
ours, IS to deny we are saved by Grace. Grace bestoweth 
freely ; and therefore justly requireth the glory of that which 
is bestowed. We deny the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
we imbase,® disannul, annihilate^ the benefit of his bitter 
passion, if we rest in those “ proud imaginations, that life ever- 
lasting is deservedly ours, that we merit it, and that we are 
worthy of it 

35. Howbeit, considering how many virtuous and just men, 
how many saints, how many martyrs, how many of the 
ancient Fathers of the church, have had their sundry perilous 
opinions ; and among sundry of their ^ opinions this, that they 
hoped to make God some part of amends for their sins, by 
the voluntary punishments ^ which they laid upon themselves ; 
because by a consequent it may follow heieupon, that they 
w’ere injurious unto Christ, shall we therefore make such 
deadly epitaphs, and set them upon their graves, “ They 
denied the foundation of faith directly, they are damned, 
there is no salvation for them ” ? St. Augustine hath said ^ 
of himself, “ Errare possum, h^reticus esse nolo.’’ And, 
except we put a difference between them that err, and them 
that obstinately peisist in error, how is it possible that ever 
any man should hope to be saved ? Surely, in this case, I 
have no respect of any person alive or dead. Give me a 
man, of what estate or condition soever, yea, a cardinal or a 
pope, whom at the extreme point of his life affliction hath 
made to know himself, whose heart God hath touched with 
true sorrow for all his sins, and filled with love toward the 
Gospel of Christ ; whose eyes are opened to see the truth, 
and his mouth to renounce all heresy and error any way ^ 
opposite thereunto, this one opinion of merits excepted; 
which® he thinketh God will require at his hands, and 
because he wanteth, therefore, trembleth, and is discouraged ; 
it may be I am forgetful, or^ unskilful, not furnished with 
things new and old, as a wise and^' learned sciibe should be, 
nor able to allege that, whereunto, if it were alleged, he doth 
bear a mind most willing to yield, and so to be recalled, as 
well from this, as from other errors : and shall I think, because 
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of this only error, that such a man toucheth not so much as 
the hem of Chnsfs garment? If he do, wherefore should 
not 1 have hope, that virtue may proceed from Christ to save 
him ? Because his error doth by consequent overthrow^ his 
faith, shall I therefore cast him off, as one which hath utterly 
cast off Christ ? one which ^ holdeth not so much as by a 
slender thread? No; I will not be afraid to say unto a 
cardinal or to a pope ^ in this plight, Be of good comfort, we 
have to do with a merciful God, ready to make the best of 
that little^ which we hold well, and not with a captious 
sophister, ’which gathereth the worst out of every thing 
wherein we err. Is there any reason that I should be 
suspected, or you offended, for this speech ? Let all affection 
be laid aside ; let the matter be indifferently ^ considered.^^ 
Is it a dangerous thing to imagine, that such men may find 
mercy ? The hour may come, when we shall think it a blessed 
thing to hear, that if our sins were as ^ the sins of the pope ® 
and cardinals, the bowels of the mercy of God are larger. I 
do not propose unto you a pope with the neck of an emperor 
under his foot ; ^ a cardinal riding his horse to the bridle in 
the blood of saints , but a pope or a cardinal sorrowful, 
penitent, disrobed, stript,^ not only of usurped power, but 
also delivered and recalled from error and Antichrist, con- 
verted and lying prostrate at the feet ^ of Christ ; and shall I 
think that Christ will ® spurn at him ? shall ^ I cross and gain- 
say the merciful promises of God, generally made unto peni- 
tent sinners, by opposing the name of a pope or ^ cardinal ? 
What difference is there in the world between a pope and a 
cardinal, and John a Style,^^ in this case? If we think it 
impossible for them, after they be once come within that ^ 
rank, to be afterwards touched with any such remorse, let 
that be granted. The Apostle saith, “ If I, or an angel from 
heaven, preach unto you,^' &c. Let it be as likely, that 
St. Paul or an angel from heaven should ^ preach heresy, as 
that a pope or a ^ cardinal should be brought so far forth to 
acknowledge the truth; yet if a pope or cardinal should, 
what find we in their persons why they might not be saved ? 
It is not their ^ persons, you will say, but the error wherein I 
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suppose them to die, which excludeth them from hope ^ of 
mercy ; the opinion of merits doth take away all possibility of 
salvation from them. l\liat although ^ they hold it only as 
an error ? although they hold the truth soundly ® and sin- 
cerely in all other parts of Christian faith ? although they have 
in some measure ail the virtues and graces of the Spirit, all 
other tokens of God’s elect children in them ? although they 
be far from having any proud presumptuous opinion, that 
they shall be saved for^ the worthiness of their deeds? 
although the only thing which troubleth and moiesteth them 
be but a little too much dejection, somewhat too great a fear, 
rising from an erroneous conceit that God will require a 
worthiness in them, ’which they are grieved to find wanting 
in themselves ? although they be not obstinate in this per- 
suasion? although they be willing, and would be glad to 
forsake it, if any one reason were brought sufficient to 
disprove it ? although the only let, why they do not forsake 
it ere they die, be the ignorance of the mean ^ whereby ^ it 
might be disproved ? although the cause why the ignorance 
in this point is not removed, be the want of knowledge in 
such as should be able, and are not, to remove it ? Let me 
die, if ever it be proved, that simply an error doth exclude a 
pope or a cardinal, in such a case, utterly from hope of life. 
Surely, I must confess unto you, if it be an error to think, ^ 
that God may be merciful to save men even when they err,^ 
my greatest comfort is my error ; were it not for the love I 
bear unto this error, I would neither ^ wish to speak nor to 
live. 

36. Wherefore to resume that mother-sentence, whereof 
I little thought that so much trouble would have grown, 
“I doubt not but God was merciful to save thousands of 
our fathers living in popish superstitions, inasmuch as they 
sinned ignorantly ” alas ! what bloody matter is there con- 
tained in this sentence, that it should be an occasion of so 
many hard censures? Did I say, “That thousands of our 
fathers might be saved?” I have shewed which way it 
cannot be denied. Did I say, “I doubt it^ not but they 
were saved ? ” I see no impiety in this persuasion, though 
I had no reason in the world for it Did I say, “Their 
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ignorance doth make me hope they did find mercy, and so 
were saved ^ ” What doth hinder ^ salvation but sin ? Sins 
are not equal ; and ignorance, though it do not make sin 
to be no sin, yet seeing it did make their sin the less, why 
should it not make our hope concerning their life the greater ? 
We pity the most, and doubt not but God hath most 
compassion over them that sin for want of understanding. 
As much is confessed by sundry others, almost in the self- 
same woids which I have used. It is but only my ill*! hap, 
that the same sentences which favour^ verity in other men’s 
books, should seem to bolster heresy when they are once by 
me recited. If I be deceived in this point, not they, but the 
blessed Apostle hath deceived me.’- What I said of others, 
the same he saith^ of himself, “ I obtained mercy,- for I did 
it ignorantly.’' Construe his words, and ye’^ cannot miscon- 
strue mine.^ I speak no otherwise, I meant no otherwise."^ 
37. Thus have I brought the question concerning our 
fathers at the length unto an end. Of w^hose estate, upon 
so fit an occasion as was offered me, handling the weighty 
causes of separation between the church of Rome and us, 
and the weak motives which commonly are^ brought to 
retain men in that society; amongst which motives the 
example y of our fathers deceased is one; although I saw 
it convenient to utter that sentence which I did, to the 
end that all men might thereby understand, how untruly 
we are said to condemn as many as have been before us 
otherwise persuaded than we ourselves are : yet more than 
that one sentence I did not think it expedient to utter, 
judging it a great deal meeter for us to have regard to our 
own estate, than to sift over curiously what is become of 
other men ; and fearing, lest that such questions as this,^ 
if voluntarily they should be too far waded in, might seem 
worthy of that rebuke which our Saviour thought needful 
in a case not unlike, “What is this unto thee?"^ When 
as*^ I was forced, much besides mine’^ expectation, to render 
a reason of my speech, I could not but yield at the call of 
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Others, to proceed as ^ duty bound me, for the fuller satis- 
faction of men’s minds.® Wherein I have walked, as with 
rev erence, so with fear : with reverence, in regard of our fathers, 
which lived in former times; not without fear, considering 
them that are alive. 

38. I am not ignorant how ready men are to feed and 
sooth up themselves in evil. Shall I (will the man say, that 
loveth the ^present world more than he ioveth Christ), shall 
I incur the high displeasure of the mightiest upon earth ? 
shall I hazard my goods, endanger my estate,^^ put my life 
in ^ jeopardy, rather than yield unto that which so many of 
my fathers have^ embraced, and yet found favour in the 
sight of God ? “ Curse Meroz,” saith the Lord, “ curse her 

inhabitants, because they help^ not the Lord, they help^ 
him not against the mighty.” ^ If I should not only not 
help the Lord against the mighty, but help to strengthen 
them that are mighty against the Lord ; worthily might I fall 
under the burden of that curse, wwthy I were to bear my 
own judgment. But if the doctrine which I teach be a 
flow^er gathered in the garden of the Lord, a part of the 
saving truth of the Gospel, from whence notwithstanding 
poisonous creatures do suck venom ; I can but wish it w^ere 
otherwise, and content myself with the lot that hath befallen 
me, the rather, because it hath not befallen me alone. St. 
Paul did preach^ a truth, and a comfortable truth, when 
he taught, that the greater our misery is in respect of our 
iniquities, the readier is the mercy of our° God for our 
release, if we seek unto him ; the more we have sinned, 
the more praise, and glory, and honour unto him that 
pardoneth our sin. But mark what lewd collections were 
made hereupon by some ’ ^ “ Why then am I condemned 
for a ^ sinner ? ” And, saith the Apostle, “ as we are 
blamed, and as some affirm that we say, ^ Why do we not 
evil that good may come of it ? ’ ” He was accused to 
teach that which ill-disposed men did gather by his teach- 
ing, though It were clean not only beside,’^ but against 
his meaning. The Apostle addeth, “Their condemnation 
which thus do is just.” I am not hasty to apply sentences 
of condemnation : I wish from my heart their conversion, 
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whosoever are thus perversely affected. For I must needs 
say, their case is fearful, their estate dangerous, which harden 
themselves, presuming on ® the mercy of God towards others. 
It is true, that God is merciful, but let us beware of pre- 
sumptuous sms. God delivered Jonah from the bottom of 
the sea ; will you therefore cast yourselves headlong from 
the tops of rocks, and say in your hearts, God shall deliver 
us ? He pitieth the blind that would gladly see ; but will 
God ^ pity him that may see, and hardeneth himself in blind- 
ness ? No , Christ hath spoken too much unto you, for you^ 
to claim the privilege of your fathers. 

39. As for us that have handled this cause concerning 
the condition of our fathers, whether it be this thing or any 
other which we bring unto you, the counsel is good which 
the Wise Man giveth,^ “ Stand thou fast in thy sure under- 
standing, in the way and knowledge of the Lord, and have 
but one manner of word, and follow the word of peace 
and righteousness.’^ As a loose tooth is a greaC^ grief unto 
him that eateth, so doth a wavering and unstable word, in 
speech that tendeth to instruction, offend. Shall a wise 
man speak words of the wind,” ^ saith Eliphaz ; light, uncon- 
stant, unstable words ? Surely the wisest may speak words 
of the wind : such is the untoward constitution of our nature, 
that we neither do^ so perfectly understand the way and 
knowledge of the Lord, nor so steadfastly embrace it, 
when it is understood; nor so graciously utter it, when 
it is embraced ; nor so peaceably maintain it, when it is 
uttered , but that the best of us are overtaken sometime 
through blindness, sometime through hastiness, sometime 
through impatience, sometime through other passions of 
the mind, whereunto (God doth know) we are too subject. 
We must therefore be contented both to pardon others, 
and to crave that others may^ pardon us for such things. 
Let no man, which®- speaketh as a man, think himself 
(whilest^ he liveth) always freed from scapes and over- 
sights m his speech. The things themselves which I have 
spoken unto you I hope® are sound, howsoever they have 
seemed otherwise unto some ; at whose hands if I have, in 
that respect, received injury, I willingly forget it ; although, 
in truth,® considering the benefit which I have reaped by 
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this necessary search ^ of truth, I rather incline unto that 
of the Apostle,^ “They have not injured me at all/' I 
have cause to wish, and I do wish,^ them as many blessings 
in the kingdom of heaven, as they have forced me to utter 
words and syllables in this cause ; wherein I could not be 
more sparing in ^ speech than I have been. “ It becometh 
no man," saith St. Jerome,- “to be patient in the crime of 
heresy." Patient, as I take it, we should be always, though 
the crime of heresy were intended ; but silent in a thing 
of so great consequence, I could not, beloved, I durst not 
be ; especially the love, which I bear to the truth in^ Christ 
Jesus, being hereby somewhat called in question. Whereof 
I beseech them, in the meekness of Christ, that have been 
the first original cause, to consider that a watchman may 
cry “ An enemy 1 " when indeed a friend cometh. In which 
case,^ as I deem^ such a watchman more worthy to be loved 
for his care, than misliked for his error ; so I have judged 
it my own part in this case,“^ as much as in me lieth, to 
take away all suspicion of any unfriendly intent or meaning 
against the truth, from which, God doth know, my heart 
is free. 

40. Now to you, beloved, which have heard these things, 
I will use no other words of admonition, than those which 
are offered me by St. James, ^ “ My brethren, have not the 
faith of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ,^ in respect of persons." 
Ye are not now to learn, that as of itself it is not hurtful, so 
neither should it be to any man® scandalous and offensive, 
in doubtful cases, to hear the differentia judgment^ of men. 
Be It that Cephas hath one interpretation, and Apollos hath 
another ; that Paul is of this mind, and Barnabas of that ; 
if this offend you, the fault is yours. Carry peaceable minds, 
and ye ^ may have comfort by this variety. 

Now the God of peace give you peaceable minds, and turn 
it to your everlasting comfort 
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TO THEM IHAT SEEK fAS THEY TERM IT) 

THE REFORMATION OF THE LAWS 

AND 

ORDERS ECCLESIASTICAL 

IN THE 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

Though for no other cause, yet for this; that posterity 
may know we have not loosely through silence permitted 
things to pass away as in a dream, there shall be for men’s 
information extant thus much concerning the present state 
of the Church of God established amongst us, and their 
careful endeavour which would have upheld the same A At 
your hands, beloved in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
(for in him the love which we bear unto all that would but 
seem to be born of him, it is not the sea of your gall and 
bitterness that shall ever drown,) I have no great cause to 
look for other than the selfsame portion and lot, which your 
manner hath been hitherto to lay on them that concur not 
in opinion and sentence with youA But our hope is, that 

^ [The same foreboding tone of thought is apparent in b. v. 79, 16 ] 

^ [Christ. Letter, &c. p 4. “May wee not trulie say, that under 
the shewe of inveighing against Puritanes, the chiefest pomtes of popish 
blasphemie are many times and m many places by divers men not 
obscurelie broached, both in sermons and in writing .... and verelie 
such a thing offered itselfe unto our eyes, in reading your bookes, and 
we had not skill howe to judge otherwise of the handling of your penne 
and of the scope of your mattei. Notwithstanding because rash j’udge- 
ment may prejudice honest travailes, and faithfull labourers may have 
their unadvised slippes, and we could not tell how zeale, love, or glorie, 
might carie a man of such towaidlie and excellent giftes, m the first 
shewing of himselfe to the worlde ; or that an earnest striving and 
bending yourselfe m heate of disputation against the one side, might 
dazell your eyes, and draw youi hand at unawares to farre and too 
favourable to the other side ; or else peradventure we might mistake 
your meaning, and so wee should doe you wrong against our willes. 

77 
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the God of peace shall (notwithstanding man’s nature too 
impatient of contumelious malediction) enable us quietly 
and even gladly to suffer all things, for that work sake 
which we covet to perform. 

[2.] The wonderful zeal and fervour wherewith ye have 
withstood the received orders of this church, was the first 
thing which caused me to enter into consideration, whether 
(as all your published books and writings peremptorily 
maintain) every Christian man, fearing God, stand bound 
to join with you for the furtherance of that w^hich ye term 
the Lord's Discipline, Wherein I must plainly confess 
unto you, that before I examined your sundry declarations 
m that behalf, it could not settle in my head to think, but 
that undoubtedly such numbers of otherwise right well 
affected and most religiously inclined minds had some 
marvellous reasonable inducements, which led them with 
so great earnestness that w^ay But when once, as near as 
my slender ability would serve, I had with travail and care 
performed that part of the Apostle’s advice and counsel in 
such cases, whereby he willeth to try all things,” ^ and 
was come at the length so far, that there remained only the 
other clause to be satisfied, wherein he concludeth that 
‘‘what good IS must be held/’ there was in my poor under- 
standing no remedy, but to set down this as my final 
resolute persuasion : “ Surely the present form of church- 
government which the laws of this land have established is 
such, as no law of God nor reason of man hath hitherto 
been alleged of force sufficient to prove they do ill, who 
to the uttermost of their power withstand the alteration 
thereof.” Contrariwise, ‘‘The other, which instead of it 

We thought It therefore our parte, in regarde of our dutie to the Church, 
and most agreeing to charitie, both for your credit and our ease, m all 
Christian love to intreat you, that as you tender the good estate of 
Christens Church among us, and of thousands converted to the gospel, 
you would m like pubhke manner (but plainly and directlie) show unto 
us and all English protestants your owne true meaning, and how your 
wordes in divers thinges doe agree with the doctrine established among 
us.” On which Hooker’s note is, “That because they are loth to pre- 
judice honest travailes by rash judgment, and it might be they mistooke 
my meaning, they thought it fittest in charity, in great care of my credit, 
and in all Christian love, to set abroad their suspitions, and to give 
notise of alarm throughout hir majestie’s dominions, till such time as 
my mind weie explained unto them for satisfaction in their doubtes, 
wherby they might be the better furnished to satisfy others in my 
behalf.”] 

^ [i Thess. V. 21.] 
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we are required to accept, is only by error and misconceit 
named the ordinance of Jesus Christ, no one proof as yet 
brought forth whereby it may clearly appear to be so in 
very^ deed.’^ 

[3.] The explication of which two things I have here 
thought good to offer into your own hands, heartily be- 
seeching you even by the meekness of Jesus Christ, whom 
I trust ye love ; that, as ye tender the peace and quietness 
of this church, if there be in you that gracious humility 
which hath ever been the crown and glory of a Christianly- 
disposed mind, if your own souls, hearts, and consciences 
(the sound integrity whereof can but hardly stand with the 
refusal of truth in personal respects) be, as I doubt not but 
they are, things most dear and precious unto you : ^4et not 
the faith which ye have in our Lord Jesus Christ’^ be 
blemished “ with partialities ; ” ^ regard not who it is wLich 
speaketh, but weigh only what is spoken. Think not that 
ye read the words of one who bendeth himself as an 
adversary against the truth which ye have already em- 
braced j but the words of one who desireth even to 
embrace together with you the selfsame truth, if it be the 
truth ; and for that cause (for no other, God he knoweth) 
hath undertaken the burdensome labour of this painful 
kind of conference. For the plainer access whereunto, let 
it be lawful for me to rip up to the very bottom, how and 
by whom your discipline was planted, at such time as this 
age we live in began to make first trial thereof 

II. ^ A founder it had, whom, for mine own part, I think 
incomparably the wisest man that ever the French church 
did enjoy, since the hour it enjoyed him. His bringing 
up was in the study of the civil law. Divine knowledge he 
gathered, not by hearing or reading so much, as by teaching 
others. For, though thousands were debtors to him, as 
touching knowledge in that kind , yet he to none but only 
to God, the author of that most blessed fountain, the Book 
of Life, and of the admirable dexterity of wit, together with 
the helps of other learning which were his guides : till 
being occasioned to leave France, he fell at the length upon 
Geneva ; which city the bishop and clergy thereof had a 

^ James I. 

[Compare the second chapter of Abp. Bancroft’s Smvey of the pre- 
tended Holy Discipline : in which a similar sketch is given of Calvin’s 
proceedings at Geneva.] 
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little before (as some do affirm) forsaken,^ being of likeli- 
hood frighted with the people’s sudden attempt for abolish- 
ment of Popish religion * the event of which enterprize they 
thought it not safe for themselves to wait for in that place. 
At the coming of Calvin thither,- the form of their civil 
regiment was popular, as it continueth at this day : neither 
king, nor duke, nor nobleman of any authority or power 
over them, but officers chosen by the people yearly out of 
themselves, to order all things with public consent. For 
spiritual government, they had no laws at all agreed upon, 
but did what the pastors of their souls by persuasion could 
win them unto. Calvin, being admitted one of their 
preachers, and a divinity reader amongst them, considered 
how dangerous it was that the whole estate of that church 
should hang still on so slender a thread, as the liking of 
an ignorant multitude is, if it have po\\er to change what- 
soever itself listeth. Wherefore taking unto him two of the 
other ministers ^ for more countenance of the action, (albeit 
the rest were all against it,) they moved, and in the end 
persuaded ^ with much ado, the people to bind themselves 
by solemn oath, first never to admit the Papacy amongst 
them again ; and secondly, to live in obedience unto such 
orders concerning the exercise of their religion, and the 
form of their ecclesiastical government, as those their true 
and faithful ministers of God’s word had agreeably to 
scripture set down for that end and purpose. 

[2.] When these things began to be put in ure, the people 
also (what causes moving them thereunto, themselves best 
know) began to repent them of that they had done, and 
irefully to champ upon the bit they had taken into their 
mouths; the rather, for that they grew by means of this 
innovation into dislike with some churches near about them, 

^ [ Fieri e de la Baume, of a noble family in Fiance, was the last 
bishop acknowledged in Geneva “ II partit a la mi-Juillet [1533] pour 
se langer au party de Savoye contre la Ville.’’ Besides the agitation 
occasioned by the new opinions, he was at the time engaged in a dispute 
with the Syndics regarding the judicial prerogative. Spon. Hist, de 
Geneve, I. 344 Aug. 27, 1535, Protestantism was established by 
ordinance of the Syndics ibid. p. 366.] 

^ [Aug. 1536. He was on his way to Basle or Strasburgh, but went 
round by Geneva on account of the war, and was persuaded by Farel to 
remain. Spon. II. p 14.] 

^ [Farel and Couiaut. Beza, Vit Calv. prefixed to his woiks Gen. 
1617 : from which most of these particulais aie taken ] 

^ [20 July, 1537.] 



Calvin’s Discipline in Geneva 8i 

the benefit of whose good friendship their state could not 
■well lackJ 

It was the manner of those times (whether through men^s 
desire to enjoy alone the glory of their own enterprizes, or 
else because the quickness of their occasions required present 
dispatch; so it was,) that every particular church did that 
within itself, which some fe-w of their own thought good, by 
■whom the rest were all directed. Such number of churches 
then being, though free within themselves, yet small, common 
conference beforehand might have eased them of much after 
trouble.^ But a greater inconvenience it bred, that every 
later endeavoured to be certain degrees more removed from 
conformity with the church of Rome, than the rest before 
had been : ^ whereupon grew marvellous great dissimilitudes, 
and by reason thereof, jealousies, heart-burnings, jars and 
discords amongst them. Which, notwithstanding, might 
have easily been prevented, if the orders, which each church 
did think fit and convenient for itself, had not so peremp- 
torily been established under that high commanding form, 
which tendered them unto the people, as things everlastingly 
required by the law of that Lord of lords, against whose 
statutes there is no exception to be taken. For by this 
mean it came to pass, that one church could not but accuse 
and condemn another of disobedience to the will of Christ, 
in those things where manifest difference was between them : 
wLereas the selfsame orders allowed, but yet established in 

1 [‘‘Sous pretexte de conserver les hbertez de la ville, et de ce 
qu’ils n’avoient pas voulu se conformer a I’usage de Beine pour la 
Communion, ils fiient prononcer un air^t au Conseil,” &c. Spon. 
II i8] 

2 [Chr Letter, p. 39. “ You blame them, that in that troublesome 

time they wanted common conference.” Hooker, MS. note. “No 
man blamed for those defects, which necessity casteth upon him.”] 

^ [Chr. Letter, p. 43 “The Church of Rome favourablie admitted 
to be of the house of God ; Calvin with the reformed churches full of 
faults, and 7 nosf of ail they whiJi zjidevoured to be most removed 
confotmitie with the Church of Rome.^^ 

Hooker, MS note. “True. For are not your Anabaptists, Fami- 
lists, Libei tines, Arrians, and other like extreme reformers of popery 
grown by that very meanes hatefull to the whole worlds Are not 
their heresies a thousand times more execrable and hatefull than 
popery ? 

“Is it then a matter heinous to looke awry upon any man which 
hath been earnest against the Pope? As earnest men that way as M. 
Calvin are nothing spared by you and yours m any such conflict. You 
honour Calvin as the father of discipline : this is the boil that will not 
be touched.”] 



82 Calvin’s Discipline in Geneva 

more wary and suspense manner, as being to stand in force 
till God should give the opportunity of some general 
confeience what might be best for every of them afterwards 
to do ; this I say had both prevented all occasion of just 
dislike which others might take, and reserved a greater 
liberty unto the authors themselves of entering into farther 
consultation afterwards. Which though never so necessary 
they could not easily now admit, without some fear of 
derogation from their credit • and therefore that which once 
they had done, they became for ever after resolute to 
maintain. 

Calvin therefore and the other two his associates, stiffly 
refusing to administer the holy Communion to such as would 
not quietly, without contradiction and murmur, submit 
themselves unto the orders which their solemn oath had 
bound them to obey, were m that quarrel banished the 
town.^ 

[3.] A few years after ^ (such was the levity of that people) 
the places of one or two of their ministers being fallen void, 
they were not before so willing to be rid of their learned 
pastor, as now importunate to obtain him again from them 
who had given him entertainment, and which were loath to 
part with him, had not unresistable earnestness been used. 
One of the town ministers, that saw in what manner the 
people were bent for the revocation of Calvin, gave him 
notice of their affection in this sort.^ ^‘The senate of two 
hundred being assembled, they all crave Calvin. The next 
day a general convocation ; they cry in like sort again all, 
We will have Calvin, that good and learned man, Christas 
minister. This,’’ saith he, “when I understood, I could 
not choose but praise 'God, nor was I able to judge other- 
wise than that ‘ this was the Lord’s doing, and that it was 
marvellous in our eyes,’ and that ‘ the stone which the builders 

^ [MS. note on Chr Letter, p. 39. “ De Cal vino vere quod Tullius 

de Q Metel ‘Be civitate decedere maluit quam de sententia.’ Orat. 
vol. 111. p. 151 Oratione pro Balbo.” c, 5.] 

- [1541, I May Spon II 25] 

Epist. Cal. 24, [p 27, ed. Gen. 1617, In crastinum Bucentorum 
congregatui concilium, et omnes petunt Calvinum : congregatur et 
generals sequenti die, itidem clamant oxnnes, Calvinum probum et 
doctum virum Chnsti ministrum volumus Quod cum intellexissem, 
non potui non laudare Beum, aliterque [neque aliter ?] judicare, quam 
quod a Bomino esset factum istud, et esset miiabile in oculis nostris • 
qnodque lapidem quern repiobarant sedificantes in caput fieret anguli.’’ 
Bernard to Calvin. 6 Feb. 1541.] 
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refused, was now made the head of the corner.' The 
other two ^ whom they had thro^^m out, (together with 
Calvin,) they were content should enjoy their exile. Many 
causes might lead them to be more desirous of him. First, 
his yielding unto them in one thing might happily put them 
in hope, that time would breed the like easiness of con- 
descending further unto them. For in his absence he had 
persuaded them, with whom he was able to prevail, that 
albeit himself did better like of common bread to be used 
in the Eucharist, yet the other they rather should accept, 
than cause any trouble in the Church about it^ Again, 
they saw that the name of Calvin waxed every day greater 
abroad,^ and that together with his fame, their infamy was 
spread, which had so rashly and childishly ejected him. 
Besides, it was not unlikely but that his credit in the world 
might many ways stand the poor town in great stead : as the 
truth is, their minister's foreign estimation hitherto hath 
been the best stake in their hedge. But whatsoever secret 
respects were likely to move them ; for contenting of their 
minds Calvin returned (as it had been another Tully) to his 
old home. 

[4.] He ripely considered how gross a thing it were for 
men of his quality, wise and grave men, to live with such a 
multitude, and to be tenants at will under them, as their 
ministers, both himself and others, had been. For .the 
remedy of which inconvenience, he gave them plainly to 
understand, that if he did become their teacher again, they 
must be content to admit a complete form of discipline, 
which both they and also their pastors should now be 
solemnly sworn to observe for ever after. Of which discipline 
the main and principal parts were these: A standing 

^ Luke XX. 17- [Ps. cxviu. 22, 23.] 

[There seems to be a slight oversight here. Faiel and Couraut (not 
Viret) were the two ejected with Calvin in 1538. Courant died the 
same year. (Calv. Ep. p. 10.) Viret was before that time settled at 
Lausanne, but returned to Geneva for a time to assist Calvin in the new 
settlement, 1541 ; as did Farel from Neufchatel, where he had obtained 
an appointment. Bayle, art. Viret. Spon II. 19, 25.] 

® [Calvinus bonos nonnullos ista mutatione usque adeo offensos, ut 
etiam a ccena sibi abstinendum putarent, serio monuit, ne ob istud 
a^idcpopov htem moverent ” Beza. Vit Calv.] 

^ [By his theological lectures at Strasburgh ; his settlement of the 
church there ; his defence of the church itself of Geneva against Cardinal 
Sadolet ; his Institutes, Commentary on the Romans, and Book on the 
Lord’s Supper.] 
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ecclesiastical court to be established; perpetual judges in 
that court to be their ministers ; others of the people to be 
annually chosen (twice so many in number as they) to be 
judges together with them in the same court • these two 
sorts to have the care of all men's manners, power of 
determining all kind of ecclesiastical causes, and authority 
to convent, to control, to punish, as far as with excommu- 
nication, whomsoever they should think worthy, none either 
small or great excepted. 

This device I see not how the wisest at that time living 
could have bettered, if we duly consider what the present 
estate of Geneva did then require. For their bishop and 
his clergy being (as it is said) departed from them by moon- 
light, or howsoever, being departed ; to choose in his room 
any other bishop, had been a thing altogether impossible. 
And for their ministers to seek that themselves alone might 
have coercive power over the whole church, would perhaps 
have been hardly construed at that time. But when so 
frank an offer was made, that for every one minister there 
should be two of the people to sit and give voice in the 
ecclesiastical consistory, what inconvenience could they 
easily find which themselves might not be able always to 
remedy ? 

Howbeit (as evermore the simpler sort, are even when 
they see no apparent cause, jealous notwithstanding over 
the secret intents and purposes of wiser men) this proposition 
of his did somewhat trouble them. Of the ministers them- 
selves which had stayed behind in the city when Calvin was 
gone, some, upon knowledge of the people's earnest intent 
to recall him to his place again, had beforehand written their 
letters of submission, and assured him of their allegiance 
for ever after, if it should like him to hearken unto that 
public suit. But yet misdoubting what might happen, if 
this discipline did go forward ; they objected against it the 
example of other reformed churches living quietly and 
orderly without it. Some of chiefest place and countenance 
amongst the laity professed with greater stomach their 
judgments, that such a discipline was little better than Popish 
tyranny disguised and tendered unto them under a new form.^ 

^ [Capito, of Basle, writes thus to Farel in Calvin’s Epist. p. 6. 
“ Auditis, ‘ Tyranni esse voluistis in liberam ecclesiam, voluistis novum. 
Pontificatum revocare.’ Beza: Non deerant .... qui Papisticam 
tyrannidem sic revocari clamitarent.”] 
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This sort, it may be,^ had some fear, that the filling up 
of the seats in the consistory with so great a number of 

^ [Chr Lettei, p. 39. ‘‘After speaking of his restoiing and re- 
establishing of discipline, you have in one place, ‘ Many things might 
lead them (to be more desirous of him.’) And m another place, ‘ he 
rightelie considered,’ Ac. ‘This devise I see not howe the wisest,* Ac. 
Therefore we pray you to tell us how such ‘ might lead ’ and ‘ may 
bees,’ such entimg into his thought, and crosse commending tliat for 
his divise which he simply propounded as out of the scriptures of God, 
may not drop into your reader’s heart such unheeded impressions, as 
may make him highly admire R. H. great gravitie and judicious wise- 
dome, and J. Calvin’s carnall policie, fine hipocnsie and peremptorie 
follie.” Hooker, MS. note “ Safer to discuss all the samcts in 
heaven than M. Calvin. Howe bold they are themselves with as great 
men as M Calvin, namely, Chiysostome, Jerome, Ambrose, Austin. 
Calvin himself not hereby justify ed from censuring both the deedes and 
writings of men which went before him. — The acts of every present age 
most sincerely judged of by posterity. While men are living the judg- 
ment of their fuends is perverted with love, the verdict of their emmies 
corrupt through envie. 

“ That Calvin’s bittemes w’as a great cause to augment his troble. 
His nature from a child observed by his own parents, as Beza noteth, 
was propense to sharpe and severe reprehension where he thought any 
fait w'as.” (‘ Destinabat eum pater ab initio theologiss studiis, ad quie 
ultro ilium inchnare ex eo colligebat, quod in illa etiam tenera aetate 
minim in modum rehgiosus esset, et severus omnium in sms sodalibus 
vitiorum censor.’) And this not to be misliked in him. 

“ But his nianer of dealing against them which weie in deed bad 
men was that which wrought him self much w’oe, and did them no 
good. His frends saw this, as appeareth by his 95 Epist. unto 
FarelUis. [N. suo more rescripsisse non miitiatus est Bucerus. Nam 
hoc unum causatus est cur mihi non recitaret, quia nollet mihi frustia 
stomachum movere. Hinc collige quantum amarulentim fuerit, quod 
ille judicavit pro sua prudentia non posse a me sine graviore ofFensione 
transmitti,” p. 338 ] “ His own w’ordes declaring how in his sermons 

he handled and delt with Ins adveisaries, Epist. 15.” [“Ita ejus 
impietatem palam et aperte etiam pro concione sugiUabam, ut nihilo 
minus aut ipsi aut alns dubius esset seimo, quam si vel nominassem, 
vel digito demonstrassem.” p. 19. On his death bed he thus expressed 
himself to the senators of Geneva : “ Ultro certe agnosco me vobis hoc 
quoque nomine plurimum debere, quod vehementiam illam meam inter- 
dum immodeiatam aequo ammo tulistis.” Beza.] “ His usage of H. 
8, hir M. father that now is. Such courses condemned by Beza in the 
fourth of his Epistles against one Adrian a Dutch minister, p. 42.” 
(“ Bloc ceite non fuit vel prudentis vel boni etiam pastons in illustnssi- 
mum ilium Principem nommatim declamare.”) 

Id. note on p. 37. “ Remember to make a compaiison betw^een 

Calvin and Beza, how different they were m naturall disposition, and 
yeat how linked m amity and concord, Calvin being of a stiff nature, 
Beza of a pliable, the one stern and severe, the other ti actable and 
gentle Both wise and discreet men. Whereby we see what it is for 
any one church or place of government to have two, one succeeding 
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laymen was but to please the minds of the people, to the 
end they might think their own sway somewhat ; but when 
things came to trial of practice, their pastors' learning would 
be at all times of force to over-persuade simple men, w^ho 
knowing the time of their own presidentship to be but short 
w'ould alw^ays stand in fear of their ministers' perpetual 
authority : and among the ministers themselves, one being 
so far in estimation above the rest, the voices of the rest 
w^ere likely to be given for the most part respectively, with 
a kind of secret dependency and awe . so that in show a 
marvellous indifferently composed senate ecclesiastical was 
to govern, but in effect one only man should, as the spirit 
and soul of the residue, do all in alL^ But what did these 
vain surmises boot ? Brought they were now to so straight 
an issue, that of two things they must choose one : namely, 
w^hether they would to their endless disgrace, with ridiculous 
lightness dismiss him whose restitution they had in so 
impotent manner desired; or else condescend unto that 
demand, wherein he was resolute either to have it, or to 
leave them. They thought it better to be somew^hat hardly 
yoked at home, than for ever abroad discredited. Where- 
fore in the end those orders were on all sides assented unto : 
with no less alacrity of mind than cities unable to hold out 
longer are wont to shew, when they take conditions such as 
It liketh him to offer them which hath them in the narrow 
straits of advantage. 

[5.] Not many years were over-passed, before these twice- 
sworn men adventured to give their last and hottest assault 

another, and both in theire waies excellent, although unlike. For Beza 
was one whom no man would displease, Calvin one whom no man 
durst. His dependants both abroad and at home ; his intelligence from 
forrem churches ; his correspondence every where with the chiefest , 
his mdustiy in pursuing them which did at anytime openly either with- 
stand his proceedings or gainsay his opinions ; his booke intxtled, 

‘ contia Nebulonem quendam ; ’ his writing but of three lines in dis« 
giace of any man as forcible as any pioscrrption throughout all reformed 
churches ; his rescripts and answeres of as great authority as decretall 
epistles. His grace in preaching the meanest of all other guilts 
in him,’^ [‘Facundise contemptor et verborum parcus.’ Beza.] “yeat 
even that way so had m honour and estimation, that an hearer of 
his being asked wherfore he came not sometime to other men’s 
sermons as well as Calvin’s, answered, That if Calvin and S. Paul 
himself should preach both in one howei, he would leave S, Paul to 
heare Calvin Zanch. tom. VII Epist. ante Miscell.” This leference 
is from the C. C» C. Transcript.] 

^ Compare Bancroft, Survey, p, 20.] 
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to the fortress of the same discipline ; childishly granting 
by common consent of their whole senate, and that under 
their town seal, a relaxation to one Bertelier, whom the 
eldership had excommunicated : ^ further also decreeing, 
with strange absurdity, that to the same senate it should 
belong to give final judgment in matter of excommunication, 
and to absolve whom it pleased them : clean contrary to their 
own former deeds and oaths. The report of which decree 
being forthwith brought unto Calvin ; '' Before, saith he, 
‘'this decree take place, either my blood or banishment 
shall sign it.” Again, two days before the communion 
should be celebrated, his speech was publickly to like effect : 
“ Kill me if ever this hand do reach forth the things that 
are holy to them whom The Church hath judged despisers.”^ 
Whereupon, for fear of tumult, the forenamed Bertelier was 
by his friends advised for that time not to use the liberty 
granted him by the senate, nor to present himself in the 
church, till they saw somewrhat further what would ensue. 
After the communion quietly ministered, and some likeli- 
hood of peaceable ending of these troubles without any 
more ado, that very day in the afternoon, besides all men’s 
expectation, concluding his ordinary sermon, he telleth 
them, that because he neither had learned nor taught to 
strive with such as are in authority, ‘‘ therefore,” saith he, 
“the case so standing as now it doth, let me use these 
words of the apostle unto you, ‘ I commend you unto God 
and the word of his grace j ^ and so bade them heartily 
all adieu.^ 

[6.] It sometimes cometh to pass, that the readiest way 

^ [Calv. Epist. p. 163.] 

^ Inter concionandiim, elata voce ac manu, multa de sacns 
mysteriis in eorum contemptores locutus : ‘ At ego, inquit, Chrysosto- 
mum secutus vim quidem non opponam, sed ultro me potms occidi 
facile patiar, quam hsec manus contemptoribus Dei, rite judicatis, sancta 
Domini pomgat.’ Beza.] 

^ [Acts XX. 32.] 

^ [“ Locum ilium insignem Actorum Apostolicorum forte tractans, m 
quo Paulus Ecclesiae Ephesinae valedicit, testatus se eum non esse, qui 
adversus magistratum pugnare sciret aut doceret, csetumque multis 
verbis cohortatus, ut in ea quam audivisset doctrina perseveraret, 
tandem, veluti postremam hanc concionem Genevae habiturus, ‘Et 
quandoquidem, inquit, ita se res habent, liceat mibi quoque, fratres, 
apud VOS hsec Apostoli verba usurpare, Commendo vos Deo et sermom 
gratise ipsius : ’ quae voces turn sceleratos illos mirifice perculerunt, turn 
bonos etiam tan to magis serio officii admonuerunt.” Beza.] 
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which a wise man hath to conquer, is to fly. This voluntary 
and unexpected mention of sudden departure caused presently 
the senate (for according to their wonted manner they still 
continued only constant in unconstancy) to gather them- 
selves together, and for a time to suspend their oAvn decree, 
leaving things to proceed as before till they had heard the 
judgment of four Helvetian cities ^ concerning the matter 
which was in strife. This to have done at the first before 
they gave assent unto any order had shewed some wit and 
discretion in them . but now to do it was as much as to say 
in effect, that they w^ould play their parts on a stage. Calvin 
therefore dispatcheth with all expedition his^ letters unto 
some principal pastor in every of those cities, craving 
earnestly at their hands, to respect this cause as a thing 
whereupon the whole state of religion and piety in that 
church did so much depend, that God and all good men 
were now inevitably certain to be trampled under foot, 
unless those four cities by their good means might be 
brought to give sentence with the ministers of Geneva, 
when the cause should be brought before them^ : yea so to 
give it, that two things it might effectually contain , the one 
an absolute approbation of the discipline of Geneva as 
consonant unto the word of God, without any cautions, 
qualifications, ifs or ands ; the other an earnest admonition 
not to innovate or change the same. His vehement request 
herein as touching both points Avas satisfied. For albeit the 
said Helvetian churches did never as yet observe that 
discipline, nevertheless, the senate of Geneva having re- 
quired their judgment concerning these three questions : 
First, “ After what manner, by God’s commandment, accord- 
ing to the scripture and unspotted religion, excommunication 
is to be exercised:” Secondly, ‘‘Whether it may not be 
exercised some other way than by the consistory • ” Thirdly, 
“What the use of their churches was to do in this case : 
answer was returned from the said churches, “That they 
had heard already of those consistonal laws, and did 
acknowledge them to be godly ordinances drawing towards 
the prescript of the word of God ; for w^hich cause they did 
not think it good for the Church of Geneva by innovation to 

^ [Zurich, Berne, Schaff hausen, Basle. See the letters fiom Calvin 
to Viret and Ballinger, and the case submitted to the Church of Zuiich, 
with Ballinger’s answer, in Calvin’s Epistles, p. 163-171 ] 

^ Epist. 166. 
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change the same, but rather to keep them as they were/’ ^ 
Which answer, although not answering unto the former 
demands, but respecting -what IMaster Calvin had judged 
requisite for them to answer, was notwithstanding accepted 
without any further reply : in as much as they plainly saw, 
that when stomach doth strive with wit, the match is not 
equal And so the heat of their former contentions began 
to slake. 

[7.] The present inhabitants of Geneva, I hope, will not 
take It in evil part, that the faultiness of their people here- 
tofore is by us so far forth laid open, as their own learned 
guides and pastors have thought necessary to discover it 
unto the woild. For out of their books and writings it is 
that I have collected this whole narration, to the end it 
might thereby appear m wdiat sort amongst them that 
discipline w^as planted, for w^hich so much contention is 
raised amongst ourselves. The reason w^hich moved Calvin 
herein to be so earnest, was, as Beza himself testifieth,- 
‘‘For that he saw how needful these bridles were, to be put 
in the jaws of that city.” That which by wisdom he saw 
to be requisite for that people, was by as great wisdom 
compassed. 

But wise men are men, and the truth is truth. That 
which Calvin did for establishment of his discipline, seemeth 
more commendable than that which he taught for the 
countenancing of it established.^ Nature w'orketh in us all 

^ [Bulhnger to Calvin, Epist. p 170- “Dudum aiidivisse nos de 
legibus istms Ecclesu'e Consistoiialibus, et agnoscere illas pias esse, et 
accedeie ad verbi Dei prasscriptum : ideoque non videri admittendum 
ut per innovationem mutentur.” CalVin’s owni statement of the affair 
may be found in his correspondence, p. 163-172.] 

^ “ Quod earn urbem videret omnmo his fiosnis indigere.” 

[Chr. Letter, p 42. “If such bold and bare affirmations may go 
for payment, why may wee not as well heare and believe Maister 
Harding, which calles all the whole and puie doctrine beleeved and 
professed in England, A wicked new devise of Geneva?” 

Hooker, MS. note. “ Do not you youiself call the discipline which 
they use m Geneva, a new found discipline? p. 45. If it be a new 
found thing, and not found elsewhere till Geneva had erected it, your- 
self must say of discipline, It 13 a new devise of Geneva : except you 
recant your opinion concerning the newnes of it. For all the wmrld 
doth know that the first practise thereof was m Geneva. You giaunt- 
ing it to be but a new found thing must eithei shew us some authoi 
more ancient, 01 els acknowledge it as we do to have been there devised. 
If you excuse the speech and say it is ironicall, you betiay yourself to 
be a favourer of that part, and confess youiself an egregious dissemblei. 
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a love to our own counsels. The contradiction of others 
IS a fan to inflame that love. Our love set on fire to main- 
tain that which once we have done, sharpen eth the wit to 
dispute, to argue, and by all means to reason for it. Where- 
fore a marvel it were if a man of so great capacity, having 
such incitements to make him desirous of all kind of 
furtherances unto his cause, could espy in the whole 
Scnpture of God nothing which might breed at the least a 
probable opinion of likelihood, that divine authority itself 
was the same way somewhat inclinable. And all which the 
wit even of Calvin was able from thence to draw, by sifting 
the very utmost sentence and syllable, is no more than that 
certain speeches there are which to him did seem to intimate 
that all Christian churches ought to have their elderships 
endued with power of excommunication, and that a part of 
those elderships every where should be chosen out from 
amongst the laity, after that form which himself had framed 
Geneva unto. But what argument are ye able to shew, 
whereby it was ever proved by Calvin, that any one sentence 
of Scripture doth necessarily enforce these things, or the 
rest wherein your opinion concurreth with his against the 
orders of your own church ? 

[8.] We should be injurious unto virtue itself, if we did 
derogate from them whom their industry hath made great. 
Two things of principal moment there are which have 
deservedly procured him honour throughout the world : the 
one his exceeding pains in composing the Institutions of 
Christian religion ; the other his no less industrious travails 
for exposition of holy Scripture according unto the same 
Institutions. In which two things whosoever they were that 
after him bestowed their labour, he gained the advantage of 

“Because the anti-Trinitarians doe say, that our doctrine of the 
glorious and blessed Trinity is a wicked new devise of the Pope, will 
you say that this may as well be believed as their speech which say that 
sundry other things in the papacie are both new and wicked ^ Although 
I terme not their discipline wicked for mine owne part. Only I hold ^ 
it a new devise.” 

The passage leferred to stands thus m p 45 of the Chr Letter: “ Is 
that new found discipline so neailie seated with our English creed, that 
such expert archers ayming at the one must needes hit the other ^ ” On 
which Hooker’s note is, “A new found discipline ! who is able to 
endure such blasphemy? You speake but in jeast Were it known 
that you meane as you say, surely those wordes might cost you dear. 
But they are incident into your part, and have in that respect their safe 
conduct. ”] 
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prejudice against them, if they gainsayed ; and of glory above 
them, if they consented. His writings published after the 
question about that discipline was once begun omit not any 
the least occasion of extolling the use and singular necessity 
thereof. Of what account the ^Master of Sentences^ was 
in the church of Rome, the same and more amongst the 
preachers of reformed churches Calvin had purchased ; so 
that the perfectest divines were judged they, which were 
skilfullest in Calvin's writmgs. His books almost the very 
canon to judge both doctrine and discipline by.- French 
churches, both under others abroad and at home in their 
own country, all cast according to that mould which Calvin 
had made. The church of Scotland in erecting the fabric 
of their reformation took the selfsame pattern. Till at 
length the discipline, which was at the first so weak, that 
without the staff of their approbation, who were not subject 
unto it themselves, it had not brought others under sub- 
jection, began now to challenge universal obedience,^ and 
to enter into open conflict with those very churches, which 
in desperate extremity had been relievers of it. 

[9,] To one of those churches which lived in most peace- 
able sort, and abounded as well with men for their learning 
in other professions singular, as also with divines whose 
equals were not elsewhere to be found, a church ordered by 
Gualter’s discipline, and not by that which Geneva adoreth ; 
unto this church, the church of Heidelburg, there cometh 
one who craving leave to dispute publicly defen deth with 
open disdain of their government, that to a minister with 
his eldership power is given by the law of God to ex- 

^ [Peter Lombard, a d. 1141. See Cave, Hist Lit. I. 667, and 
Pleumaiin ap Brucker. Hist Phil. Ill 717. “ Fastigium summum 

theologim scholastics assecutus illi setati visus est, ejusque vestigiis 
msistere pulchrum duxit ipsius postentas scholastica.”] 

^ [“What should the world doe with the old musty doctors? 
Alleage scripture, and shew it alleaged in the sense that Calvin alloweth, 
and it is of more force in any man’s defense, and to the proofs of any 
assertion, than if ten thousand Augustines, Jeromes, Chrysostomes, 
Cyprians, or whosoever els were brought fooith. Doe we not daily see 
that men are accused of heresie for holding that which the fathers held, 
and that they never are cleere, if they find not somewhat in Calvin to 
justify themselves?” MS. note of Hooker m the title page of “A 
Christian Letter,” &c.] 

3 [‘«Two things there are which trouble greatly these later times: 
one that the Church of Rome cannot, another that Geneva will not 
erre.” MS. note of Hooker on Chr. Letter, p. 37 ] 
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communicate whomsoever, yea even kings and princes them- 
selves.”^ Here were the seeds sown of that controversy 
which sprang up between Beza and Erastus about the 
matter of excommunication, ’whether there ought to be in 
all churches an eldership having power to excommunicate, 
and a part of that eldership to be of necessity certain chosen 
out from amongst the laity for that purpose. In which 
disputation they have, as to me it seemeth, divided very 
equally the truth between them ; Beza most truly maintain- 
ing the necessity of excommunication, Erastus as truly the 
non-necessity of lay-elders to be ministers thereof. 

[lo.] Amongst ourselves, there was in King Edward^s 
days some question moved by reason of a few men’s 
scrupulosity - touching certain things. And beyond seas, 
of them which fled in the days of Queen Mary, some con- 
tenting themselves abroad with the use of their own seiwice- 
book at home authorized before their departure out of the 
realm, others liking better the Common Prayer-book of the 
Church of Geneva translated, those smaller contentions be- 
fore begun were by this means somewhat increased.^ Under 
the happy reign of her Majesty \vhich now is, the greatest 

^ Accidit, ut xVnglus quidam, qui propter lem vestiariam ex Anglia 
ferebatur excessisse, doctoris titulo cupeiet msigniri, et de adiaphons et 
vestibus disputationem pioponeret. Hanc theologi admittere noluemnt, 
ne scilicet Anglos offenderent, . . . . iit autem nostroe res turbarentur, 
pro mhilo, ut videtur, duxerunt Quare inter alias hanc thesm pro- 
posuit ; oportere m quavis recte constituta ecclesia hanc seivan pio- 
curationem, m qua ministri cum suo delecto ad earn rem presbyteno 
jus teiieant, quosvis peccantes, etiam Principes, excommunicandi.'^ 
Erastus, Prsef. Thesium The dispute occuired a.d. 1568 But the 
work was not published till after Erastus’ death, 1589 : the dispute 
having been quieted for the time by the mteifeience of the Church of 
Zurich, and Frederic, Elector Palatine. Beza replied, 1590, by his 
tract “ de vera Excommunicatione et Chiistiano Piesbyterio . ” m the 
Preface to^ which he charges the publisher of Erastus’ work as follows, 

An boni et pii homines auctores tibi fuerunt, ut clam ista excuderes? 
ut pro Londini, vel alteims in Anglia civitatis nomine, Piesclavmm 
flctitium supponeies ^ ” And in a letter to Whitgift, (Stiype, Whitg 
III. 302,) he intimates the same : and Whitgift in his reply (II 168) 
allows it, though disclaiming all connivance at the publication on his 
own part ] 

2 [See Strype, Cranm. I. 302-309 Mem II. i. 350-354 Burnet, 
Reform. II 282, III. 349-'35i. Wordsworth’s EclL Biog. II. 437- 
440.] 

[See Strype, Grind. i3-~i6 Mem II 404-411. Burnet II. 612, 
and especially ‘‘Troubles at Frankfoit,” (of which book vid. Strype, 
An, II. 1. 482,) m Phcemx II. 44, &c.] 
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matter awhile contended for was the wearing of the cap and 
surplice,^ till there came Admonitions directed unto the 
high court of Parliament, by men who concealing their 
names thought it glory enough to discover their minds and 
affections, which now were universally bent even against all 
the orders and laws, wherein this church is found uncon- 
formable to the platform of Geneva.^ Concerning the 

^ [In the convocation of 1562, about half of the lower house were for 
concession in these and one or two other points. (Strype, Ann. I. 1. 
499-506 } In 1564, complaints having been made from different 
quarters of positive molestation given by the nonconformists, Archbishop 
Parker endeavoured to enforce conformity, but w^as checked by the 
interest of the Puritans wdth Lord Leicester ; so that he could not 
obtain the royal sanction for the “Advertisements'’ then issued, (Str. 
Parker, I. 300-345 Ann I. li. 125-175,) until the following year; 
when they occasioned several deprivations in the diocese of London. 
(Parker I. 420-460 Grind. 142-146.) In 1567 this had led to the 
establishment of conventicles, (Parker I. 47S. Grind. 168,) and moie 
extensive reform began to be talked of, (Ann. I. ii. 349,) especially in 
1570, at Cambiidge, which caused Cartwright’s expulsion (ibid. 372 ) 
In 1571, a bill of alterations was proposed in parliament, which 
occasioning the Queen’s inteiference, had the effect, as it should seem, 
of preventing the adoption of the “Reformatio Legum Ecclesiasti- 
carum,” which the archbishop at the time had thoughts of, (An. II. 1, 
93-99. P. II. 62, 63.)] 

^ [The rejection of hir. Strickland’s bill abovementioned, by the 
parliament of 1571, led to the immediate publication of the first 
“ Admonition to the Parliament.” It was so eagerly lead, that it went 
thiough four editions before the end of 1572, (Parker II. no,) m which 
year Field and Wilcox were impnsoned for it. (Ann. II 1. 274. 
Parker II. 1 39 )] 

^ [Bishop Cooper, Adm. to the People of England, p. 160, takes the 
following view of the gradual advance of Puritanism. “At the begin- 
ning, some learned and godly preachers, for private lespects in them- 
selves, made strange to wear the surplice, cap, or tippet : but yet so that 
they declared themselves to think the thing indifferent, and not to judge 
evil of such as did use them.” (He seems to mean Grindal, Sandys, 
Parkhurst, Now^el, and others, 1562.) “ Shortly after rose up other,” 

(Sampson, Humfrey, Lever, Whittingham, &c.) “defending that they 
were not things indifferent, but distained with antichristian idolatry, 
and therefore not to be suffered in the Church Not long after came 
another sort,” (Cartwright, Travers, Field, &c ) “affirming that those 
matters touching apparel were but trifles, and not worthy contention in 
the Church, but that there were greater things far of more weight and 
importance, and indeed touching faith and religion, and therefore meet 
to be altered in a church rightly refoimed. As the Book of Common 
Prayer, the administration of the Sacraments, the government of the 
Church, the election of ministers, and a number of other like. Fourthly, 
now break out ^mother sort,” (the Brownists,) “ earnestly affirming, and 
teaching, that we have no church, no bishops, no ministers, no sacra- 
ments , and therefore that all that love Jesus Christ ought with all 
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Defender i of which Admonitions, all that I mean to say is 
but this ; there will come a time when three words tittered 
with charity and meekness shall receive a far more blessed 
reward than three thousand volumes written with disdainful 
sharfness of wit. But the manner of men’s writing must 
not alienate our hearts from the truth, if it appear they 
have the truth ; as the followers of the same defender do 
think he hath ; and in that persuasion they follow him, no 
otherwise than himself doth Calvin, Beza, and others, with 
the like persuasion that they in this cause had the truth We 
being as fully persuaded otherwise, it resteth that some kind 
of trial be used to find out which part is in error. 

III. The first mean whereby nature teacheth men to 
judge good from evil, as well in laws as in other things, is 
the force of their own discretion. Hereunto therefore St. 
Paul referreth oftentimes his own speech, to be considered 
of by them that heard him. speak as to them which 
have understanding, judge ye what I say.’' ^ Again after- 
ward, ‘‘Judge in yourselves, is it comely that a woman pray 
uncovered ? ” ^ The exercise of this kind of judgment our 
Saviour requireth in the Jews.^ In them of Berea the 
Scripture commendeth it.^ Finally, whatsoever we do, if 
our own secret judgment consent not unto it as fit and 
good to be done, the doing of it to us is sin, although the 
thing itself be allowable. St. Paul’s rule therefore generally 
is, “Let every man in his own mind be fully persuaded of 
that thing which he either alloweth or doth.” 

[2.] Somethings are so familiar and plain, that truth from 
falsehood, and good from evil, is most easily discerned in them, 
even by men of no deep capacity. And of that nature, for 
the most part, are things absolutely unto all men’s salvation 

speed to separate themselves from our congregations, because our 
assemblies are profane, wicked, and antichnstian. Thus have you 
heard of four degrees for the overthrow of the state of the Church of 
England. Now lastly of all come in these men, that make their whole 
direction against the living of bishops and other ecclesiastical ministers . 
that they should have no temporal lands or jurisdiction.”] 

^ [Thomas Cartwiight. WhitgifCs Answer to the Admonition was 
sent to Parker, Oct. 21, 1572, (Str. Whitg. I. 86,) and replied to by 
T. C. early the next year For Whitgift was far advanced in his 
Defence, June 4, 1573. (Park II. 254:) and it was sent to Lord 
Buighley, 5 Feb. 157I Cartwright’s 2nd Reply came out in two 
portions, 1575 and 1577.] 

^ 1 Cor. X. 15. 3 Luke xii. 56, 57. 

® Acts xvii. II. 6 Rom. XIV. 5. 
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necessary, either to be held or denied, either to be done 
or avoided. For which cause St. Augustine ^ acknowledgeth, 
that they are not only set down, but also plainly set down 
in Scripture; so that he which heareth or readeth may 
mthout any great difficulty understand. Other things also 
there are belonging (though in a lower degree of importance) 
unto the offices of Christian men : which, because they are 
more obscure, more intricate and hard to be judged of, 
therefore God hath appointed some to spend their whole 
time principally in the study of things divine, to the end 
that in these more doubtful cases their understanding might 
be a light to direct others. “ If the understanding power 
or faculty of the soul be (saith the grand physician 
“ like unto bodily sight, not of equal sharpness in all, what 
can be more convenient than that, even as the dark-sighted 
man is directed by the clear about things visible ; so like- 
wise in matters of deeper discourse the wise in heart do 
shew the simple where his way lieth ? In our doubtful 
cases of law, what man is there who seeth not how requisite 
it is that professors of skill in that faculty be our directors ? 
So it is in all other kinds of knowledge. And even in this 
kind likewise the Lord hath himself appointed, that ‘‘the 
priest^s lips should preserve knowledge, and that other men 
should seek the truth at his mouth, because he is the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts.” ^ Gregory Nazianzen, 
offended at the people’s too great presumption in control- 
ling the judgment of them to whom in such cases they 
should have rather submitted their own, seeketh by earnest 
entreaty to stay them within their bounds ■ “ Presume not 
ye that are sheep to make yourselves guides of them that 
should guide you; neither seek ye to overskip the fold 
which they about you have pitched. It sufficeth for your 
part, if ye can well frame yourselves to be ordered. Take 

^ [De peccator. merit, et remiss, t. x. p. 59, where after mentioning 
a certain obscure subject, he adds, ‘‘ Credo quod etiam hinc divinorum 
eloquiorum claissima auctoritas esset, si homo id sine dispendio 
promissse salutis ignorare non posset.” And t. x. p. 71, the marginal 
note is, “ Scripturae clarae m his quae ad salutem necessariae sunt.”] 

^ Galen, de opt. docen. gen. [Et 8’ ion jmev, &cr'ir€p 6<p6aXjxhs rip 
a’dhfxariy roiovros iv rf) ij/vxv ^ovs, ov axacrf ye 6polcos o^vs, iyxoopeT 
KaddTrep fiKeircav 6^6repov iirdyei TTphs t8 Oeapa rhv ap^X-^repov dpavra, 
ftarh rhv avrhv rp&rcov Ka\ rcov vorjpdrcavy vwh rwv cfySaardvrccv Ide'iv 
ivapjMS rh vorirhv i7rdye<rdat irphs r^v Beaciv avrijs rhv dp0Xvrarov. (qu. 
dp^X-hrepov ?) t. i. p. 8. Basil, 1538.] 

Mai. 11. 7. 
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not upon you to judge your judges, nor to make them 
subject to your laws who should be a law” to you ; for God 
is not a God of sedition and confusion, but of order and of 
peace.” ^ 

[3.] But ye will say that if the guides of the people be 
blind, the common sort of men must not close up their own 
eyes and be led by the conduct of such : ^ if the priest be 
“ partial in the law,” ^ the flock must not therefore depart 
from the ways of sincere truth, and in simplicity yield to be 
followers of him for his place sake and office over them. 
Which thing, though in itself most true, is in your defence 
notwithstanding w'eak ; because the matter wherein ye think 
that ye see, and imagine that your w”ays are sincere, is of 
far deeper consideration than any one amongst five hundred 
of you conceiveth. Let the vulgar sort amongst you know, 
that there is not the least branch of the cause wherein they 
are so resolute, but to the trial of it a great deal more 
appertaineth than their conceit doth reach unto. I write 
not this in disgrace of the simplest that w”ay given, but I 
w”Ould gladly they knew the nature of that cause wherein 
they think themselves thoroughly instructed and are not; 
by means whereof they daily run themselves, without feeling 
their own hazard, upon the dint of the apostles^ sentence 
against ‘‘ evil-speakers as touching things wherein they are 
ignorant.” ^ 

[4.] If it be granted a thing unlawful for private men, not 
called unto public consultation, to dispute which is the best 
state of civil polity,^ (with a desire of bringing in some other 
kind, than that under wffiich they already live, for of such 
disputes I take it his meaning was ,) if it be a thing con- 
fessed, that of such questions they cannot determine with- 
out rashness, inasmuch as a great part of them consisteth in 

^ Greg Nazian Orat. qua se excusat. [p. 37, of Musculus^s Latin 
Version, Basil, 1550, or 0 pp. i p. 154. Paris, 1609. i:a v:p 6 ^ara 
TtoLfiaiv^re rovs iroLp-ivas, jxrjBe virep tovs eavrSiv opovs irraipecrffe' apKci 
yap vpuvj cLV naXcas iroLjxaiv'ncrBs' Kpiyere rohs Kpira9, fxrjde po/xodereire 
rdis vofiod^rais Ov ydp icrri ®ehs aKarairracrlas koX ara^las, dXX^ elpiiVTjs 
Kal rd^ecos The second clause is in the Latin, neque super termmos 
eorum elevemmi from which evidently Hooker translated.] 

^ Matt. XV. 14. ^ Mai. ii. 9 

^ Jude 10 ; 2 Pet. 11. 12. 

® Calvin Instit. lib. iv. cap. xx. § 8 Sane valde otiosum esset, 
quis potissmus sit politise in eo quo vivunt loco futurus status, a privatis 
homiinbus disputari : quibus de constituenda re aliqua pubhca deliberare 
non licet. ’q 
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Special circumstances, and for one kind as many reasons 
may be brought as for another ; is there any reason in the 
world, why they should better judge what kind of regiment 
ecclesiastical is the fittest? For in the civil state more 
insight, and in those affairs more experience a great deal 
must needs be granted them, than in this they can possibly 
have. When they which vuite in defence of your discipline 
and commend it unto the Highest not in the least cunning 
manner, are forced notwithstanding to acknowledge that 
with whom the truth is they know not,^'^ they are not 
certain ; what certainty or knowledge can the multitude 
have thereof? 

[5.] AVeigh what doth move the common sort so much to 
favour this innovation, and it shall soon appear unto you, 
that the force of particular reasons which for your several 
opinions are alleged is a thing whereof the multitude 
never did nor could so consider as to be therewith wholly 
carried ; but certain general inducements are used to make 
saleable your cause in gross ; and when once men have cast 
a fancy towards it, any slight declaration of specialties will 
serve to lead forward men’s inclinable and prepared minds. 

[6 ] The method of winning the people’s affection unto 
a general liking of “ the cause ” (for so ye term it) hath 
been this. First, In the hearmg of the multitude, the faults 
especially of higher callings are ripped up with marvellous 
exceeding severity and sharpness of reproof ; ^ which being 

^ The Author of the Petition directed to her Majesty, p. 3. [“I 

do not now write either to pull down bishoprics, or erect presbyteries. 
With whom the truth is I will not determine, for I know not. What 
seemeth most probable and true to me, that I know. How the truth 
should come to light, that is the question.” This writer was Penry, 
Bancr. Surv. 342 ] 

^ [“A certain writer for reformation . . . writeth of noblemen and 
gentlemen . . . ‘Whereof came,’ saith he, ‘this division of such 
personages from others, seeing all men came of one man and one 
woman? Was it for their lusty hawking and hunting? for their 
nimble dicing, and cunning carding? for their singing and dancing? 
for their open bragging and swearing? for their false fleering and 
flattering'? for their subtle killing and stealing? for their cruel polling 
and pilling, &c. No, no, there was no such thing- You would be 
glad then, I am sure, to know what thing it was: indeed the same 
author doth not conceal it : in effect it is (though it be delivered in 
better words) viz. that their rebellion and treason against their governors 
procured them that prerogative with the people : ‘ Because,’ saith he, 

‘ they revenged and delivered the oppressed people out of the hands of 
their governors who abused their authority, and wickedly, cruelly, and 
tyrannously ruled over them ; the people of a grateful and thankful 
VOL. I. ^ 
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oftentimes done begetteth a great good opinion of integrity, 
zeal, and holiness, to such constant reprovers of sin, as by 
likelihood would never be so much offended at that which 
is evil, unless themselves were singularly good. 

[7.] The next thing hereunto is, to impute all faults and 
corruptions, wherewith the world aboundeth, unto the kind 
of ecclesiastical gorvemment established.^ Wherein, as 
before by reproving faults they purchased unto themselves 
with the multitude a name to be virtuous ; so by finding 
out this kind of cause they obtain to be judged wise above 
others : whereas in truth unto the form even of Jewish 
government, which the Lord himself (they all confess) did 
establish, with like show of reason they might impute those 
faults which the prophets condemn in the governors of that 
commonwealth, as to the English kind of regiment ecclesi- 
astical, (whereof also God himself though in another sort is 
author,) the stains and blemishes found in our state ; which 
springing from the root of human frailty and corruption, not 
only are, but have been always more or less, yea and (for 
any thing we know to the contrary) will be till the world's 
end complained of, what form of government soever take 
place. 

[8.] Having gotten thus much sway in the hearts of men, 
a third step is to propose their own form of church-govern- 
ment, as the only sovereign remedy of all evils ; and to 
adorn it with all the glorious titles that may be. And the 
nature, as of men that have sick bodies, so likewise of the 
people in the crazedness of their minds possessed with 
dislike and discontentment at things present, is to imagine 
that any thing, the virtue whereof they hear commended, 
would help them; but that most, which they least have 
tried. 

[9.] The fourth degree of inducement is by fashioning 

mind gave them that estimation and honour.’ ” Bancr. Sur. p. 7, 
quoting “A Treatise of Obedience,’' p. 114, of which treatise, see 
Strype, An. I. i. 182, 185. It was written by Chr. Goodman against 
Q. Mary, and published at Geneva, 1558, with a recommendatory 
preface by Whittmgham.] 

^ [*' The necessity of the thing is man 7 ways apparent, both in that 
it hath so plentiful warrant from God’s own word . . . and also in 
that the gospel can take no root, nor have any free passage, for want 
of It . and the greatness of your fault appeareth by this ; that in so 
doing you are the cause of all the ignorance, atheism, schisms, treasons, 
popery, and ungodliness, that is to be found in this land.” Pref. to 
Demonstr. of Discipline.] 
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the very notions and conceits of men’s minds in such sort, 
that when they read the Scripture, they may think that 
every thing soundeth towards the advancement of that 
discipline, and to the utter disgrace of the contrary. 
Pythagoras, by bringing up his scholars in the speculative 
knowledge of numbers, made their conceits therein so 
strong, that when they came to the contemplation of things 
natural, they imagined that in every particular thing they 
even beheld as it w’ere with their eyes, how the elements of 
number gave essence and being to the works of nature : 
a thing in reason impossible; 'which notwithstanding, 
through their misfashioned preconceit, appeared ^ unto 
them no less certain, than if nature had written it in the 
very foreheads of all the creatures of Godd When they 
of the Family of Love have it once in their heads, that 
Christ doth not signify any one person, but a quality 
whereof many are partakers ; that to be “ raised is nothing 
else but to be regenerated, or endued with the said quality ; 
and that when separation of them which have it from them 
which have it not is here made, this is “judgment:” how 
plainly do they imagine that the Scripture every where 
speaketh m the favour of that sect And assuredly, the very 

^ Anst. Metaph, lib. i. cap. 5. [“It is no hard thing for a man 
that hath wit, and is strongly possest of an opinion, and resolute to 
maintain it, to find some places of scripture, which by good handling 
will he woed to cast a favourable countenance upon it. Pythagoras’ 
Schollers having been bred up in the doctrine of numbers, when, after- 
ward they diverted upon the studies of nature, fancied m themselves 
somewhat in natural bodies like unto numbers, and thereupon fell into a 
conceit that numbers were the principles of them. So fares it with him 
that to the reading of Scripture comes fore-possest with some opinion.” 
Hale’s Golden Remains, p 4, ed. 1658. See Diog. Laert lib. vui. p. 
220, ed Pearson; Brucker, Hist Phil, I. 1045, &c.] 

2 [The Family of Love, or Familists, as they are sometimes called, 
originated with Henry Nicholas of Amsterdam, and afterwards of 
Embden, about the middle of the i6th century : and may be considered 
as a kind of offshoot fiom the German Anabaptists. For their progress 
in England see Strype, Ann II. i 55 ^> Gnndal, 383, Whitg. 

I. 421, III. 158. Christopher Vitel, a joiner of Colchester, was one of 
their chief propagandists here See “The displaying of an horrible 
sect of gross and wicked heretics, naming themselves the Family of 
Love with the lives of the authors, &c. by J R.” (John Rogers,) 
“1578, London.” This writer says that H. N. had then as many as 
1000 followers in England. From the number of their tracts, (he 
quotes about a dozen,) and from the attention which they appear to 
have attracted at the time, he would seem to have much underrated their 
numbers. Vitel replied to this pamphlet, and Rogers rejoined in IS 79 ' 



lOo Why Calvinistic Discipline is liked 

cause which maketh the simple and ignorant to think they 
even see how the word of God runneth currently on your 

(Both his pamphlets are in Bp. Atterbury’s collection, in the library of 
Christ Church, Oxford, E. 522, 525.) The same year an elaborate 
and scholarlike “ Confutation of ceitam monstrous and hornble heresies 
taught by H. N ” was published by J. Knew stubs, of Cambridge, 
afterwards one of the repiesentatives of the Puritan Party at the 
Plampton-court conference. He states, p. 32, “By the doctrine of 
H. N. Chnst IS no one man, but an estate and condition in man, 
common unto so many as have [50 ] received his doctrine that they 
are grown thereby to perfection.” And, p. 36, “ H. N. his Christ is 
not God, but an affection or disposition in man, which, if it were good, 
were yet no more but godliness, not God himself.” Which statements 
he abundantly confirms by quotations from various tracts, but refers to 
one which he had not seen, as being leported to contain the fullest 
development of the new doctrine That w ork is * ‘ An Introduction to the 
holy understanding of the Glass of Righteousness ; set forth by H. N.” 
No printer’s name nor date is given. The following passage may be 
taken as a fail specimen of it (c. 5. No. 28.) “Behold, this same 
holy being of God is the true life of the Holy Ghost, which heretofore 
God wrought among his people Israel, and likewise among the Gentiles 
that feaied his name. . . . 29. This same being of God is indeed 
the right food of the soul, and bread of life, and is descended unto us 
from heaven for a life to the man : and was heretofore broken and 
distributed to the people of Israel and the disciples of Chiist, to feed on 
in their souls- ... 31. This same bread which is given unto them is 
the true meat offering of Christ, viz. His Body * and this cup w’hich is 
poured forth unto them is the true shedding of His Blood, the which 
ts the outflowing^ of the holy word or Spirit of Christ, upon all believers 
of Christ, to everlasting life- . . . 33. Behold, that same bread or 
Body of Christ is the Word that became flesh and it dw’elt among them. 

. . . 34. And the same is ike New Testament^ which God in those days 
made and appointed with His people.” Compare c. 18, No. 16, &c. 
And c. 22, 30. “ Unto all that believed was the resurrection fiom the 

dead, and everlasting life, witnessed and promised through Jesus 
Christ. In sure and firm hope wheieof the upright believers have 
rested in the Lord Jesus Christ, till the appearing of His coming, 
which IS now, in this day of the Love, revealed, out of the heavenly 
Being, With which Jesus Chnst the former believers of Christ, who 
were fallen asleep, rested, or died in Him, are now also manifested in 
glory. For Chnst m the appearing of his coming raiseth his deceased 
from the dead, to the intent they should reign with Him over all his 
enemies, and condemneik all the ungodly who have not liked of him.” 

“I remember,” (says Strype, Ann. IL 1. 561, writing in 1725,) “a 
great admirer of this sect, within less than twenty years ago, told me, 
that there was then but one of the Family of Love alive, and he an 
old man.” But their principles, unfortunately, were not extinct. “I 
have now before me the works, (or part of them,) of Henry Nicholas, 
the Father of the Family of Love : they were given to a friend of mine 
by a Quaker, with this encomium : that he believed he would not find 
one word amiss, or one superfluous, in the whole book, and commended 
it, as an excellent piece. It is not unlikely that he took it for a Quaker 
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side, is, that their minds are forestalled and their conceits 
perverted beforehand, by being taught, that an “ elder 
doth signify a layman admitted only to the office or rule of 
government in the Church; a “ doctor, one which may 
only teach, and neither preach nor administer the Sacra- 
ments ; a “ deacon/^ one which hath charge of the alms- 
box, and of nothing else: that the “ sceptre, the “rod,” 
the “ throne ” and “ kingdom ” of Christ, are a form of 
regiment, only by pastors, elders, doctors, and deacons ; ^ 
that by mystical resemblance Mount Sion and Jerusalem 
are the churches which admit, Samaria and Babylon the 
churches which oppugn the same form of regiment. And 
in like sort they are taught to apply all things spoken of 
repairing the walls and decayed parts of the city and temple 
of God, by Esdras, Nehemias, and the rest ; - as if purposely 
the Holy Ghost had therein meant to foresignify, what the 
authors of Admonitions to the Parliament, of Supplications 
to the Council, of Petitions to her Majesty, and of such 
other-like writs, should either do or suffer in behalf of this 
their cause. 

[lo.] From hence they proceed to a higher point, which 
is the persuading of men credulous and over-capable of 
such pleasing errors, that it is the special illumination of 
the Holy Ghost, wffiereby they discern those things in the 
word, which others reading yet discern them not. “ Dearly 
beloved,” saith St. John, “give not credit unto every 
spirit.” ^ There are but two ways wffiereby the Spirit 
leadeth men into all truth ; the one extraordinary, the 

book ; for there is not his name at length, only H. N to it ; and it has 
quite through the Quaker phyz and mien, that twins are not more 
alike And though he diiects it. To the Family of Love, yet an 
ignorant Quaker might take that for his own family, and apply it to 
the Quakeis.’" Leslie’s Works, II. 609, ed. 1721.] 

^ [“Having occasion to talk upon a time with an artisan of Kingston, 
about his refusal, after the purest fashion, to be examined upon his 
oath, because I saw how peart he w^as, and rapt out text upon text 
(full ignorantly, God knoweth,) I was so bold as to examine him in 
the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer, demanding of him, what he 
thought was meant by this word, ‘ kingdom,’ therein mentioned. Where- 
unio he made in effect this answer, without any staggering ‘ We pray,’ 
saiilx he, Hhat our heavenly Father would at the last giant unto us, 
that we might have pastois, doctors, elders, and deacons m every 
parish, and so be governed by such elderships as Christ’s holy discipline 
doth require.’ ” Bancroft, Survey, &c. c, 31.] 

2 T. C. Preface to 2d Reply, fol. i. 2.] 

^ I John IV. I. 
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Other common ; the one belonging but unto some few, 
the other extending itself unto all that are of God ; the 
one, that which we call by a special divine excellency 
Revelation, the other Reason. If the Spirit by such 
revelation have discovered unto them the secrets of that 
discipline out of Scripture, they must profess themselves 
to be all (even men, women, and children) Prophets. Or 
if reason be the hand which the Spirit hath led them by ; 
forasmuch as persuasions grounded upon reason are either 
weaker or stronger according to the force of those reasons 
whereupon the same are grounded, they must every of them 
from the greatest to the least be able for every several 
article to shew some special reason as strong as their 
persuasion therein is earnest. Otherwise how can it be but 
that some other sinews there are from which that overplus 
of strength in persuasion doth arise ? Most sure it is, that 
when men^s auctions do frame their opinions, they are in 
defence of error more earnest a great deal, than (for the 
most part) sound believers in the maintenance of truth 
apprehended according to the nature of that evidence 
which scripture yieldeth • which being m some things plain, 
as in the principles of Christian doctrine ; in some things, 
as in these matters of discipline, more dark and doubtful ; 
frameth correspondently that inward assent which God^s 
most gracious Spirit worketh by it as by his effectual instru- 
ment. It is not therefore the fervent earnestness of their 
persuasion, but the soundness of those reasons whereupon 
the same is built, which must declare their opinions in these 
things to have been wrought by the Holy Ghost, and not by 
the fraud of that evil spirit, which is even m his illusions 
strong.^ 

[ii.] After that the fancy of the common sort hath once 
thoroughly apprehended the Spirit to be author of their per- 
suasions concerning discipline ; then is instilled into their 
hearts, that the same Spirit leading men into this opinion 
doth thereby seal them to be God's children ; and that, as 
the state of the times now standeth, the most special token to 
know^ them that are God's own from others is an earnest 
affection that way. This hath bred high terms of separation 
between such and the rest of the world; whereby the one 
sort are named The brethren. The godly, and so forth ; the 


^ 2 Thess. ii. 1 1 
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Other, worldlings, time-servers, pleasers of men not of God, 
with such like.^ 

[12.] From hence, they are easily drawn on to think it ex- 
ceeding necessary, for fear of quenching that good Spirit, to 
use all means whereby the same may be both strengthened 
in themselves, and made manifest unto others. This maketh 
them diligent hearers of such as are known that way to 
incline ; this maketh them eager to take and to seek all 
occasions of secret conference with such ; this maketh them 
glad to use such as counsellors and directors in all their 
dealings which are of weight, as contracts, testaments, and 
the like ; this maketh them, through an unweanable desire 
of receiving instruction from the masters of that company, 
to cast off the care of those very affairs which do most con- 
cern their estate, and to think that then they are like unto 
Mary, commendable for making choice of the better part. 
Finally, this is it which maketh them willing to charge, yea, 
oftentimes even to overcharge themselves, for such men’s 
sustenance and relief, lest their zeal to the cause should any 
way be unwitnessed. For what is it which poor beguiled 
souls will not do through so powerful incitements ? 

[13.] In which respect it is also noted, that most labour 
hath been bestowed to win and retain towards this cause 
them whose judgments are commonly weakest by reason 
of their sex.^ And although not “women loden with 

^ [The 22d art of Charge against Cartwright in 1590 is, “That from 
time to time, since his abode m Warwick, by his practice and dealing, 
he hath nourished a faction, and heartburning of one inhabitant there 
against another, severing them in his own and his followers’ speeches, 
by the names of The g;odly^ ox Brethren favouring sincerity ^ and The 
pi'ofaneT Fuller, C. H. b. ix. p. 200.] 

^ [For example ; a copy of the Admonition to the Parliament, in the 
library of Christ Church, Oxford, has the following lines m MS. in the 
blank leaf at the beginning : 

To Mrs. Catesbie my very frende. 

Read and peruse this lytle booke 
with prayer to the Lorde 
That all may yelde that therein looke 
to truthe with one accorde. 

Whiche thoughe our troubles it bathe wrought 
it shall prevayle at laste, 

And utterly confounde God’s foes 
with his confoundinge Waste. 

As Pope hath falne, so muste all popes, 
and popelinges every one, 

So muste his lawes whereby he rulde, 
and God's worde stand alone 
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sins ” ^ as the apostle Saint Paul speak eth, but (as we verily 
esteem of them for the most part) women prepense and 
inclinable to holiness be otherwise edified m good things, 
rather than carried away as captives into any kind of sin and 
evil, by such as enter into their houses with purpose to 
plant there a zeal and a love towards this kind of discipline : 
yet some occasion is hereby ministered for men to think, 
that if the cause which is thus furthered did gain by the 
soundness of proof whereupon it doth build itself, it would 
not most busily endeavour to pievail where least ability 
of judgment is * and therefore, that this so eminent industry 
in making proselytes more of that sex than of the other 
groweth, for that they are deemed apter to serve as instru- 
ments and helps in the cause. Apter they are through the 
eagerness of their affection, that maketh them, which way 
soever they take, diligent in drawing their husbands, children, 
servants, friends and allies the same way; apter through 
that natural inclination unto pity, which breedeth in them 
a greater readiness than m men to be bountiful towards 
their preachers who suffer want, apter through sundry 
opportunities, which they especially have, to procure en- 
couragements for their brethren, finally, apter through a 
singular delight which they take in giving very large and 
particular intelligence, how all near about them stand 
affected as concerning the same cause. 

[14.] But be they women or be they men, if once they 
have tasted of that cup, let any man of contrary opinion 
open his mouth to persuade them, they close up their 
ears, his reasons they weigh not, all is answered with 
rehearsal of the words of John, “‘We are of God, 

Whiche is the scepter of the might 
of Christe our Lorde and Kynge, 

To whiche we must subject of right 
ourselves, and everye thinge 

Yors in the Lorde, 

lo. Feilde 

Field lb mentioned by Archb. Bancroft (Survey, &c. p. 42.) as one 
of the first planners of the Admonition. He was imprisoned the year 
it came out, (1572,) according to Strype, (Ann. II. 1. 275,) for present- 
ing a copy of it to the parliament. Bishop Sandys complained that 
wfen Field was m Newgate the people resorted to him “as in popery 
they were wont to run on pilgrimage.” (Strype, Parker, II. 268 ) 
He was a leader of the secret Puritan synod in 1 580 : and is constantly 
mentioned as one of the most busy and important among them. 

See also Clarendon’s Plist. of the Reb. L 177, Oxford, 1819.] 

^ 2 Tim. lii. 6. 
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he that knoweth God heareth us ^ as for the rest, ye 
are of the world for this world s pomp and vanity it is 
that ye speak, and the world, whose ye are, heareth you.” 
Which cloak sitteth no less fit on the back of their cause, 
than of the Anabaptists, when the dignity, authority and 
honour of God’s magistrate is upheld against them. Shew 
these eagerly-affected men their inability to judge of such 
matters ; their answer is, God hath chosen the simple.” - 
Convince them of folly, and that so plainly, that very 
children upbraid them with it; they have their bucklers 
of like defence : “ Christ’s own apostle was accounted mad : 
the best men evermore by the sentence of the world have 
been judged to be out of their right minds.” ^ 

[15.] When instruction doth them no good, let them feel 
but the least degree of most mercifully-tempered severity,*^ 
they fasten on the head of the Lord’s vicegerents here on 
earth whatsoever they any where find uttered against the 
cruelty of bloodthirsty men, and to themselves they draw 
ail the sentences which scripture hath in the favour of 
innocency persecuted for the truth ; yea, they are of their 
due and deserved sufferings no less proud, than those 
ancient disturbers to whom Saint Augustine writeth, saying • ^ 
‘‘Martyrs rightly so named are they not which suffer for 
their disorder, and for the ungodly breach they have made 
of Christian unity, but which for righteousness’ sake are 
peisecuted. For Agar also suffered persecution at the 
hands of Sarah, wherein, she which did impose was holy, 

^ I John IV. 6. ^ I Cor. i. 27 

^ Acts xxvi. 24. Sap. v. 4. “We fools thought his life madness.” 
Merc Tris. ad Alsculap. [lib. xv. fol. 43.] Oi Sy yycocrei l^yres oijre 
roTs TToWoiS apecTKOvcn, ovrs oi iroWol avroiS' fjL€fjL7)yeyai Se doKOvcrij koI 
'y€\a>ra dcpXiaKdyovo-i. Vide Lactant. de Justit. lib. v cap. 16. 

^ [This was written before eithei of the executions which took place 
in Queen Elizabeth’s reign for disturbances on puritanical grounds. 
For Hooker’s book was sent to Lord Burghley, March 13, 1592, 
(Strype, Whitg. III. 300,) Barrow and Greenwood were condemned, 
March 23, (ibid. II. 186,) Penry in May (ib. 176). Udall who had been 
convicted was pardoned, at Whitgift’s intercession, June 1592, (ib. 102.)] 

® Aug. Ep. 50. [al. 185, § 9 t II. 64f “Veii martyres illi sunt, 
de quibus Dominus ait, Beati qui persecutionem patiuntur propter 
justitiam. Non ergo qui propter iniquitaiem, et propter Christianse 
unitatis impiam divisionem, sed qui propter justitiam persecutionem 
patiuntur, hi martyres veri sunt. Nam et Agar passa est persecutionem 
a Sara, et ilia erat sancta quae faciebat, ilia iniqua quae patiebatur. 
Et ipse Dominus cum latronibus crucifixus est : sed quos passio 
jungebat, causa separabat.”] 
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and she unrighteous which did bear the burden. In like 
sort, with thieves was the Lord himself crucified , but they, 
who were matched in the pain which they suffered,^ were in 
the cause of their sufferings disjoined/^ . . . “If that must 
needs be the true church which doth endure persecution, 
and not that which persecuteth, let them ask of the apostle 
what church Sarah did represent, when she held her maid 
in affliction. For even our mother which is free, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, that is to say, the true Church of God, 
was, as he doth affirm, prefigured in that very woman by 
whom the bondmaid was so sharply handled. Although, if 
all things be thoroughly scanned, she did in truth more 
persecute Sarah by proud resistance, than Sarah her by 
seventy of punishment.” 

[i6.] These are the paths wherein ye have walked that 
are of the ordinary sort of men ; these are the very steps ye 
have trodden, and the manifest degrees whereby ye are of 
your guides and directors trained up in that school : a 
custom of inuring your ears with reproof of faults especially 
in your governors ; an use to attribute those faults to the 
kind of spiritual regiment under which ye live ; boldness in 
warranting the force of their discipline for the cure of all 
such evils ; a slight of framing your conceits to imagine that 
Scripture every where favoureth that discipline ; persuasion 
that the cause why ye find it in Scripture is the illumination 
of the Spirit, that the same Spirit is a seal unto you of your 
nearness unto God, that ye are by all means to nourish and 
witness it in yourselves, and to strengthen on every side 
your minds against whatsoever might be of force to with- 
draw you from it. 

IV, Wherefore to come unto you whose judgment is a 
lantern of direction for all the rest, you that frame thus the 
people’s hearts, not altogether (as I willingly persuade my- 
self) of a politic intent or purpose, but yourselves being 
first overborne with the weight of greater men’s judgments 
on your shoulders is laid the burden of upholding the cause 
by argument For which purpose sentences out of the word 

^ [Ibid. § II, Si Ecclesia vera ipsa est, quse persecutionem patitur, 
non quse facit ; quserant ab Apostolo, quam Ecclesiam significabat Sara, 
quando persecutionem faciebat ancillse. Liberani quippe matrem nos- 
tram, ccnlestem Jerusalem, id est veram Dei Ecclesiam, in ilia muliere 
dicit fuisse figuratam, qu^ afHigebat anciliam Si autem melms discu- 
tiamus, magis ilia persequebatur Saram superbiendo, quam illam Sara 
coercendo.”] 
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of God ye allege divers but so, that when the same are dis- 
cussed, thus it always m a manner falleth out, that what 
things by virtue thereof ye urge upon us as altogether neces- 
sary, are found to be thence collected only by poor and 
marvellous slight conjectures. I need not give instance in 
any one sentence so alleged, for that I think the instance in 
any alleged otherwise a thing not easy to be given. A very 
strange thing sure it were, that such a discipline as ye speak 
of should be taught by Christ and his apostles in the w ord 
of God, and no church ever have found it out, nor received 
It till this present time;^ contrariwise, the government 
against which ye bend yourselves be observed every "where 
throughout all generations and ages of the Christian world, 
no church ever perceiving the word of God to be against it. 
We require you to find out but one church upon the face of 
the whole earth, that hath been ordered by your discipline, 
or hath not been ordered by ours, that is to say, by episco- 
pal regiment, sithence the time that the blessed Apostles 
were here conversant. 

[2.] Many things out of antiquity ye bring, as if the 
purest times of the Church had observed the selfsame 
orders which you require ; and as though your desire were 
that the churches of old should be patterns for us to follow, 
and even glasses, wherein we might see the practice of that 
which by you is gathered out of Scripture. But the truth is, 
ye mean nothing less. All this is done for fashion’s sake 
only ^ for ye complain of it as of an injury, that men should 
be willed to seek for examples and patterns of government 
in any of those times that have been before.^ Ye plainly 
hold, that from the very Apostles’ time till this present age, 
wherein yourselves imagine ye have found out a right 
pattern of sound discipline, there never was any time safe 
to be followed. Which thing ye thus endeavour to prove. 

^ [Bancroft, Sermon at St. PauLs Cross, 9 Feb. I58f, p. 10, ii, has 
the same affirmation and challenge almost in the same words “A 
very strange matter if it were true, that Christ should erect a form of 
government for the ruling of his Church, to continue from his departure 
out of the world until his coming again ; and that the same should 
never be once thought of or put in practice for the space of 1500 years ■ 
or at the least (to take them at their best) that the government and 
kingdom of Christ should then be overthrown, when by all men’s con- 
fessions the divinity of his Person, the virtue of his Priesthood, the 
power of his office as He is a Prophet, and the honour of his kingly 
Authority was so godly, so learnedly, and so mightily established-”] 

2 T. C. lib. 1. p. 97 
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“ Out of ^ Egesippus ye say that ‘‘ Eusebius - writeth/' how 
although ‘^as long as the Apostles lived the Church did 
remain a pure virgin, yet after the death of the Apostles, and 
after they were once gone whom God vouchsafed to make 
hearers of the divine wisdom with their own ears, the 
placing of wicked error began to come into the Church. 
Clement also in a certain place, to confirm that there was 
corruption of doctrine immediately after the Apostles’ time, 
allegeth the proverb, 'That there are few sons like their 
fathers.’^ Socrates saith of the churches of Rome and 
Alexandria,’^ the most famous churches in the Apostles’ 
times, that about the year 430, the Roman and Alexandrian 
bishops, leaving the sacred function, were degenerate to a 
secular rule or dominion.”^ Hereupon ye conclude, that it 
is not safe to fetch our government from any other than the 
Apostles’ times. 

[3.] Wherein by the way it may be noted, that in propos- 
ing the Apostles’ times as a pattern for the Church to 
follow, though the desire of you all be one, the drift and 
purpose of you all is not one. The chiefest thing which 
lay-reformers yawn for is, that the clergy may through con- 
formity in state and condition be apostolical, poor as the 
Apostles of Christ were poor. In which one circumstance 
if they imagine so great perfection, they must think that 
church which hath such store of mendicant friars, a church 
in that respect most happy. Were it for the glory of God 
and the good of his Church indeed that the clergy should be 
left even as bare as the Apostles when they had neither 
staff nor scrip ; that God, which should lay upon them the 
condition of his Apostles, would I hope endue them with 
the selfsame affection which was in that holy Apostle, whose 
words concerning his own right virtuous contentment of 

^ [Id. ibid and 11. 507-51 1 ] 

^ Euseb. Hist Eccles. lib 111. cap 32 iv, 22 ['O ahrhs av}]p eVt- 

\iyei, ujs ^pa T6re irapdiuos Kadapa kuI adL(i(p6opos 

epeiv^v ^ 6KKX7](rla, iv adrjK^ ttov cTKSrei <p(aK€v6vTCi>y eicreTL r6r€, rwy, 
€1 Kai TLves vTT^pxov, Trapacpdelpeiv iTvix^i-povvrcav rbv vyi^ KCLv6va rod 
(TcorTjpiov Krjpvyparos And in b. iv 22, he cites the very words of 
Hegesippus, Aia rovro iKdXovv r^v iKKK7}(rlav rrapdevov oijww yap 
Gtpdapro aKoaLs paraiais See Dr. Routh's note, Reliquiae Sacroe, 

233 *] 

^ Lib. Strom, somewhat after the beginning. [Ed. Potter, t. i. 322.] 

^ Hist. Eccles. lib. vii. cap. ii. 

^ {Trjs ‘Pcopuaicov iincrKOTrTjSf Spoicos rp ’"AKe^avbp^cov, nrepa rps lepw- 
(nJyps, eirl bvvaarelav ij^Tj irdkai TpoeKdovcTTjs ] 
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heart, “ as well how to want, as how to abound,'^ ^ are a 
most fit episcopal emprese. The Church of Christ is a 
body mystical. A body cannot stand, unless the parts 
thereof be proportionable. Let it therefore be required on 
both parts, at the hands of the clergy, to be in meanness of 
state like the Apostles , at the hand of the laity, to be as 
they were who lived under the Apostles : and in this reform- 
ation there will be, though little wisdom, yet some 
indifferency. 

[4.] But your reformation which are of the clergy (if yet 
it displease you not that I should say ye are of the clergy 
seemeth to aim at a broader mark. Ye think that he 
which will perfectly reform must bring the form of church- 
discipline unto the state which then it was at. A thing 
neither possible, nor certain, nor absolutely convenient. 

Concerning the first, what was used in the Apostles’ times, 
the Scripture fully declareth not ; so that making their 
times the rule and canon of church-polity, ye make a rule, 
which being not possible to be fully known, is as impossible 
to be kept. 

Again, sith the latter even of the Apostles’ owm times had 
that which in the former was not thought upon ; in this 
general proposing of the Apostolical times, there is no 
certainty which should be followed : especially seeing that 
ye give us great cause to doubt how far ye allow those 
times ^ For albeit ‘‘the loover of antichristian building 
were not,” ye say, as then “set up, yet the foundations 
thereof were secretly and under the ground laid in the 
Apostles’ times so that all other times ye plainly reject, 

^ Phil. IV, 12. [For the word emprese or impress see ShaLeSpeaie, 
Rich II act- III. sc. I.] 

2 [T. C in. 219. “ Those vhich were baptized in their beds were 

thereby made unapt to have any place among the clergy (as they call 
them) =”] 

^ [Penry, Brief Discovery, &c. p. 20. “We know Diotrephes to 
have been in the Church even m the Apostles’ times . . . and therefoie 
we cannot gieatly marvel, though even in their time there had been a 
divers government from this of the Lord’s appointment, which we 
labour for For even m the Apostles’ time the mystery of iniquity 
began to work.”] 

^ [T. C i 97. The word “loover” is also used, T. C. li. 621. 
“ How childisbe is yt, after so long tiavaile to prove a bishop over the 
ministers off a diocese ... in the ende to endevour to prove, that 
there may be supenorite ? as if any man would denie this that graunted 
the other : and yt is to set the fondacton upon the lover “Louver, 
(from fouvert, Fr. an opening .) an opening for the smoke to go out at 
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and the Apostles' own times ye approve with marvellous 
great suspicion, leaving it intricate and doubtful, wherein we 
are to keep ourselves unto the pattern of their times. 

Thirdly, whereas it is the error of the common multitude 
to consider only what hath been of old, and if the same 
were well, to see "whether still it continue ; if not, to con- 
demn that presently which is, and never to search upon 
what ground or consideration the change might grow : such 
rudeness cannot be in you so well borne with, whom 
learning and judgment hath enabled much more soundly 
to discern how far the times of the Church and the orders 
thereof may alter without offence. True it is, the 
ancienter,^ the better ceremonies of religion are ; howbeit, 
not absolutely true and without exception ; but true only 
so far forth as those different ages do agree in the state of 
those things, for which at the first those rites, orders, and 
ceremonies, were instituted. In the Apostles' times that was 
harmless, which being now revived would be scandalous ; 
as their osa^ia sa7ictaJ^ Those feasts of charity, ^ which 

in the roof of a cottage : in the north of England, an opening at the 
top of a dovecote. ‘ The ancient manner of building in Cornwall was, 
to set hearths in the midst of rooms for chimneys, which vented the 
smoke at a louver in the top.’ Carew, Survey of Cornwall. And see 
Spenser’s F Q. vi. x. 42.” Todd’s Johnson’s Diet.] 

1 “Antiquitas ceremoniis atque fanis tantum sanctitatis tiibuere 
consuevit, quantum adstruxeut vetustatis.” Arno p 746. The words 
are from Mmutius Felix, p. 4» hne 30, ed. Elmenhorst In many 
former editions, and no doubt in that which Hooker used, the dialogue 
of Mmutius is ascribed to Arnobius. 

2 Rom, xvi. 16 ; 2 Cor. xiii. 12 ; i Thess. v 26 ; i Pet. v. 14. In 
their meetings to serve God, their manner was, in the end to salute one 
another with a kiss ; using these words, “ Peace be with you.” For 
which cause Tertiillian doth call it, stgnaculmn oraHoms^ “ the seal of 
prayer.” Lib. de Orat. [c. 14 ] 

® Epist. Jud. 12. Concerning which feasts, Saint Chiysostom saith, 
“Statis diebus mensas faciebant communes, et peracta synaxi post 
sacramentorum communionem inibant conviyium, divitibus quidem cibos 
afferentibus, pauperibus autera et qui nihil habebant etiam vocatis ” 
[KadaTT^p iitl rSiv TpicrxtA.fcui/ r&v €| apx^s TrLcrreva-dvTcav, Koivy Trdvres 
elcrricovro Kal Koiva Trdvra, iKSfcrriyro, kuI r6re '6re ravra 6 

^AirdcrroXos iyivero, ovx ovreo /tev fierd aKpi^etas, ^enrep d4 tls dirdp^oia 
Tijs Kotvoovias iKelvTjs ivaTropLehacra Kal els robs fierk ravra Kari^T], Kal 
iTreiSdy vvye^acye robs /xey irevriras elvai, robs Se irXavcriovSi to. fxev 
iavrwv ov Kar€ridevro vdvra els fieaov^ Kotvds de iTroiovuro rds rpuTre^as 
iv rifiepats vevopLKfpLevais^ &s elKhs, Kal ryjs awd^eas dvaprLcr6€l(rr)S jxerd 
r^v ruv [xvarripliav Kotveoviav ifrl Koiy^jy irdvres ^ecrau ehtox^av^ r&v fiev 
’KXovroivrcav (pepdyrav rh eSeV^aara, rav 5e irevopLevay Kal ovSey 4x6vr(av 
vft abrav HoXov/Jieyccv ml KQiyy vdyroov earicafieycov, lii. 416 .] In I Cor, 
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being instituted by the Apostles, were retained in the 
Church long after, are not now thought any where needful. 
What man is there of understanding, unto whom it is not 
manifest how the way of providing fbr the clergy by tithes, 
the device of almshouses for the poor, the sorting out of 
the people into their several parishes, together with sundry 
other things 'which the Apostles’ times could not have, 
(being now established,) are much more convenient and fit 
for the Church of Christ, than if the same should be taken 
away for conformity’s sake with the ancientest and first 
times ^ 

[5.] The orders therefore, which were observed in the 
Apostles’ times, are not to be urged as a rule universally 
either sufficient or necessary. If they be, nevertheless on 
your part it still remaineth to be better proved, that the 
form of discipline, which ye entitle apostolical, was in the 
Apostles’ times exercised. For of this very thing ye fail 
even touching that which ye make most account of,^ as 
being matter of substance in discipline, I mean the power 
of your lay-elders, and the difference of your doctors from 
the pastors in all churches. So that in sum, we may be 
bold to conclude, that besides these last times, which for 
insolency, pride, and egregious contempt of all good order, 
are the worst, there are none wherein ye can truly affirm, 
that the complete form of your discipline, or the substance 
thereof, was practised. 

[6.] The evidence therefore of antiquity failing you, ye 
fly to the judgments of such learned men, as seem by their 
writings to be of opinion, that all Christian churches should 
receive your discipline, and abandon ours. Wherein, as ye 
heap up the names of a number of men not unworthy to 
be had in honour ; so there are a number whom when ye 
mention, although it serve you to purpose with the ignorant 
and vulgar sort, who measure by tale and not by weight, 
yet surely they who know what quality and value the men 

xi. 17, Horn, xxvii. Of the same feasts, in like sort, Tertullian. 

Coena nostra de nomine rationem sui ostendit. Vocatur enim ay d-mj, 
id quod est penes Gr^ecos dilectio. Quantiscunque sumptibus constet, 
lucrum est pietatis nomine facere sumptum ” Apol. cap. 39. 

^ [“Tan turn inter cseteros eminent Presbyteri isti non docentes, 
‘quantum lenta solent inter viburna cupressi tantumque prsestare 
videntur reliquis, ut ipsorum nomine totus hic consessus Presbyterium 
dicatur. Quum igitur tota ilia moles novse discipline . . . hoc uno 
fundamento nitatur . . . &c.” Sutchffe de Presbyt. p. 90.] 



1 1 2 Reasons why the Learned approve it 

are of, will tliink ye draw very near the dregs. But were 
they all of as great account as the best and chiefest amongst 
them, with us notwithstanding neither are they, neither 
ought they to be of such reckoning, that their opinion or 
conjecture should cause the laws of the Church of England 
to give place. Much less w^hen they neither do all agree 
in that opinion, and of them which are at agreement, the 
most part through a courteous inducement have followed 
one man as their guide, finally that one therein not unlikely 
to have swerved. If any one chance to say it is probable 
that in the Apostles’ times there were lay-elders, or not to 
mishke the continuance of them in the Church, or to affirm 
that Bishops at the first were a name but not a pow-er 
distinct from Presbyters, or to speak any thing in praise of 
those churches 'which are without episcopal regiment, or to 
reprove the fault of such as abuse that calling ; all these ye 
register for men persuaded as you are, that every Christian 
church standeth bound by the law of God to put down 
bishops, and in their rooms to elect an eldership so 
authorized as you would have it for the government of 
each parish. Deceived greatly they are therefore, who 
think that all they whose names are cited amongst the 
favourers of this cause, are on any such verdict agreed.^ 
[7.] Yet touching some material points of your discipline, 
a kind of agreement we grant there is amongst many 
divines of reformed churches abroad. For, first, to do as 
the Church of Geneva did the learned in some other 
churches must needs be the more willing, who having used 
in like manner not the slow and tedious help of proceeding 
by public authority, but the people’s more quick endeavour 
for alteration, in such an exigent I see not w^ell how they 
could have stayed to deliberate about any other regiment 
than that which already was devised to their hands, that 
which in like case had been taken, that which was easiest to 
be established without delay, that which was likeliest to 
content the people by reason of some kind of sway which 
it giveth them. When therefore the example of one church 
was thus at the first almost through a kind of constraint or 
necessity followed by many, their concurrence in persuasion 
about some material points belonging to the same polity is 
not strange. For we are not to marvel greatly, if they 

^ [Full evidence of this point may be seen in Whitgift’s two 
works.] 
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which have all done the same thing, do easily embrace the 
same opinion as concerning their own doings. 

[8.] Besides, mark I beseech you that which Galen in 
matter of philosophy noteth ; ^ for the like falleth out even 
in questions of higher knowledge. It fareth many times 
with men’s opinions as with rumours and reports. That 
which a credible person telieth is easily thought probable 
by such as are well persuaded of him. But if two, or three, 
or four, agree all in the same tale, they judge it then to be 
out of controversy, and so are many times overtaken for 
want of due consideration ; either some common cause 
leading them all into error, or one man’s oversight deceiv- 
ing many through their too much credulity and easiness of 
belief.” Though ten persons be brought to give testimony 
in any cause, yet if the knowledge they have of the thing 
ivhereunto they come as witnesses, appear to have grown 
from some one amongst them, and to have spread itself 
from hand to hand, they all are in force but as one testi- 
mony. Nor is it otherwise here where the daughter churches 
do speak their mother’s dialect; here where so many sing 
one song, by reason that he is the guide of the choir, con- 
cerning whose deserved authority amongst even the gravest 
divines we have already spoken at large. Will ye ask ’what 
should move so many learned to be followers of one man’s 
judgment, no necessity of argument forcing them thereunto ? 
Your demand is answered by yourselves. Loth ye are to 
think that they, whom ye judge to have attained as sound 
knowledge in all points of doctrine as any since the 
Apostles’ time, should mistake in discipline ^ Such is 
naturally our affection, that wLom in great things we 

^ Galen, clas. 2, hb. de cujusque Anim. Peccat. Nolitia atque 
Medela, t. i p, 366 Basil 1538- [ — j^riBevl xj/evdws crvyKaraOejueyov 

eavrhv, ScTTrep knaCTTis ijfJLepas dpa TrafnrSWovs r&j/ (piXccv, evlovs fiev 
€vl rwv elTrSvTcov Stlovv iricrrei^cravras' .... 'n-poirerSs Se Kal % rpicrlv 
^ T€(r<Tap(rLV, ayev rov dtopio'aa'dat 'ir 6 r€pov ej/Sexerai -irdyra^ avrohs 
eK pLids alrias koiv^s a\ 7 }devetv, ^ if/evdecrSai irdyras ^fc /xids alrias 
Koivrjs ] 

^ Petition to the Queen’s Majesty, p. 14- — It 7 naj/ be that they 
who have attained to as sound knowledge in all points of doctrine as 
any since the apostles’ time should mistake in discipline. It may be 
that they whom the Spirit of truth and wisdom hath directed in 
expounding the Scriptures should be always forsaken of that Spirit 
when they come to expound or speak of a text concerning discipline 
. . . But . , men not partial will still make scruples in these 

matters.”] 
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mightily admire, in them we are not persuaded willingly 
that any thing should be amiss. The reason whereof is, 

for that as dead flies putrify the ointment of the apothecary, 
so a little folly him that is in estimation for wisdom."' ^ This 
in every profession hath too much authorized the judgments 
of a few. This with Germans hath caused Luther, and with 
many other churches Calvin, to prevail in all things. Yet 
are we not able to define, whether the wisdom of that God, 
who setteth before us in holy Scripture so many admirable 
patterns of virtue, and no one of them without somewhat 
noted wherein they were culpable ; to the end, that to Him 
alone it might always be acknowledged, ‘'Thou only art 
holy, thou only art just;"" ^ might not permit those worthy 
vessels of his glory to be in some things blemished with the 
stain of human frailty, even for this cause, lest we should 
esteem of any man above that which behoveth. 

V. Notwithstanding, as though ye were able to say a 
great deal more than hitherto your books have revealed 
to the world, earnest challengers ^ ye are of trial by some 
public disputation. Wherein if the thing ye crave be no 
more than only leave to dispute openly about those matters 
that are in question, the schools in universities (for any 
thing I know) are open unto you. They have their yearly 
acts and commencements, besides other disputations both 
ordinary and upon occasion, wherein the several parts of 
our own ecclesiastical discipline are oftentimes offered unto 

^ Eccles X. I. 

2 [Sri fiSvos Saios. Apoc. xv. 4. fiSvos Ay los, — /lcSpos Kvpios, 
Morning Hymn in Apost. Constit. vn. 4, used by our Church in the 
Post-Communion.] 

3 [«< Would to God that free conference in these matters might be 
had. For howesoever learned and many they seeme to be, they should 
and may in this real me finde inowe, to matche them, and shame them 
to, if they hold on as they have begon.” Addiess “to the godly 
readers,’’ prefixed to the first Admonition to the Parliament, p. 2. 
See also “ A View of Popish Abuses,” subjoined to the 1st Admonition, 
p 18; and 2d Adm. p 36; and Petition to the Queen’s Maj. p. 3. 
“ There is a way devised and much commended by learned men, as a 
notable mean to compound controversies, namely, private conferences 
by advised writing, not extemporal speaking, the question agreed of. 
The arguments, the answers, replies, and rejoinders set down, till both 
parties had fully said, all by-matters laid aside. In fine the whole to 
be published, that your Majesty, the honourable counsellors and Parlia- 
ment may judge thereof.” And Pref. to Dem. of Disc. “Venture 
your bishopricks upon a disputation, and we will venture our lives , 
take the challenge if you dare. ”] 
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that kind of examination ; the learnedest of you have been 
of late years noted seldom or never absent from thence at 
the time of those greater assemblies ; and the favour of 
proposing there in convenient sort whatsoever ye can object 
(which thing myself have known them to grant of scholas- 
tical courtesy unto strangers) neither hath (as I think) nor 
ever will (I presume) be denied you. 

[2.] If your suit be to have some great extraordinary 
confluence, in expectation whereof the laws that already 
are should sleep and have no power over you, till in the 
hearing of thousands ye all did acknowledge your error 
and renounce the further prosecution of your cause : haply 
they whose authority is required unto the satisfpng of your 
demand do think it both dangerous to admit such con- 
course of divided minds, and unmeet that laws, which being 
once solemnly established are to exact obedience of all men 
and to constrain thereunto, should so far stoop as to hold 
themselves in suspense from taking any effect upon you till 
some disputer can persuade you to be obedient.^ A law is 
the deed of the whole body politic, whereof if ye judge 
yourselves to be any part, then is the law even your deed 
also. And were it reason in things of this quality to give 
men audience, pleading for the overthrow of that which 
their own very deed hath ratified? Laws that have been 
approved may be (no man doubteth) again repealed, and 
to that end also disputed against, by the authors thereof 
themselves. But this is when the whole doth deliberate 
what laws each part shall observe, and not when a part 
refuseth the laws which the whole hath orderly agreed 
upon. 

[3.] Notwithstanding, forasmuch as the cause we main- 
tain is (God be thanked) such as needeth not to shun any 
trial, might it please them on whose approbation the matter 
dependeth to condescend so far unto you in this behalf, I 
wish heartily that proof were made even by solemn con- 
ference in orderly and quiet sort, whether you would 
yourselves be satisfied, or else could by satisfyirig others 
draw them to your part. Provided always, first, inasmuch 
as ye go about to destroy a thing which is in force, and to 
draw in that which hath not as yet been received; to 
impose on us that which we think not ourselves bound 

1 [See in Strype, Ann. IV. 239, 240, a petition of Barrow for a 
conference, with Archbishop Whitgifds reasons against it.] 
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unto, and to overthrow those things whereof we are pos- 
sessed ; that therefore ye are not to claim in any such 
conference other than the plaintiffs or opponent's part, 
which must consist altogether in proof and confirmation of 
two things : the one, that our orders by you condemned we 
ought to abolish ; the other, that yours we are bound to 
accept in the stead thereof : secondly, because the questions 
in controversy between us are many, if once we descend 
unto particularities; that for the easier and more orderly 
proceeding therein the most general be first discussed, nor 
any question left off, nor in each question the prosecution 
of any one argument given over and another taken in hand, 
till the issue whereunto by replies and answers both parts 
are come, be collected, read, and acknowledged as well on 
the one side as on the other to be the plain conclusion 
which they are grown unto : thirdly, for avoiding of the 
manifold inconveniences whereunto ordinary and extem- 
porary disputes aie subject ; as also because, if ye should 
singly dispute one by one as every man’s own wit did best 
serve, it might be conceived by the rest that haply some 
other would have done more ; the chiefest of you do all 
agree in this action, that whom ye shall then choose your 
speaker, by him that which is publickly brought into dis- 
putation be acknowledged by all your consents not to be 
his allegation but yours, such as ye all are agreed upon, and 
have required him to deliver in all your names ; the true 
copy whereof being taken by a notary, that a reasonable 
time be allowed for return of answer unto you in the like 
form. Fourthly, whereas a number of conferences have 
been had in other causes with the less effectual success, by 
reason of partial and untrue reports published afterwards 
unto the world ; that to prevent this evil, there be at the 
first a solemn declaration made on both parts, of their 
agreement to have that very book and no other set abroad, 
wherein their present authorized notaries do write those 
things fully and only, wFich being written and there read, 
are by their own open testimony acknowledged to be their 
own. Other circumstances hereunto belonging, whether 
for the choice of time, place, and language, or for prevention 
of impertinent and needless speech, or to any end and 
purpose else — they may be thought on when occasion 
serveth. 

In this sort to broach my privg^te conceit for the ordering 
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of a public action I should be loth (albeit I do it not 
otherwise than under correction of them whose gravity and 
wisdom ought in such cases to overrule,} but that so 
venturous boldness I see is a thing now general ; and am 
thereby of good hope, that where all men are licensed to 
offend, no man will shew himself a sharp accuser. 

VI. What success God may give unto any such kind of 
conference or disputation, we cannot tell. But of this 
ive are right sure, that nature, Scripture,^ and experience 
itself, have all taught the world to seek for the ending of 
contentions by submitting itself unto some judicial and 
definitive sentence, whereunto neither part that contendeth 
may under any pretence or colour refuse to stand. This 
must needs be effectual and strong. As for other means 
without this, they seldom prevail. I would therefore know, 
whether for the ending of these irksome strifes, wherein you 
and your followers do stand thus formally divided against the 
authorized guides of this church, and the rest of the people 
subject unto their charge; whether I say ye be content to 
refer your cause to any other higher judgment than your 
own, or else intend to persist and proceed as ye have 
begun, till yourselves can be persuaded to condemn your- 
selves. If your determination be this, we can be but sorry 
that ye should deserve to be reckoned with such, of whom 
God himself pronounceth, ‘‘The way of peace they have 
not known,’' ^ 

[2.] Ways of peaceable conclusion there are, but these 
two certain : the one, a sentence of judicial decision given 
by authority thereto appointed within ourselves ; the other, 
the like kind of sentence given by a more universal 
authority. The former of which two ways God himself in 
the Law prescribeth, and his Spirit it was which directed 
the very first Christian churches in the woild to use the 
latter. 

The ordinance of God in the Law was this. “ ® If there 
arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment, between blood 
and blood, between plea, &:c. then shalt thou arise, and go 
up unto the place which the Lord thy God shall choose ; 
and thou shalt come unto the priests of the Levites, and 
unto the judge that shall be m those days, and ask, and 

^ [Hebr. vi. 16. “An oath for confirmation is to them an end of all 
strife.”] 

2 Kom. lii. 17. 


^ Deut. xvii. 8. 
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they shall shew thee the sentence of judgmentj and thou 
shalt do according to that thing, which they of that place 
which the Lord hath chosen shew thee, and thou shalt 
observe to do according to all that they inform thee; 
according to the law which they shall teach thee, and 
according to the judgment which they shall tell thee, shalt 
thou do ; thou shalt not decline from the thing which they 
shall shew thee to the right hand nor to the left. And that 
man that will do presumptuously, not hearkening unto the 
priest (that standeth before the Lord thy God to minister 
there) or unto the judge, that man shall die, and thou shalt 
take avray evil from Israel."’ 

When there grew in the Church of Christ a question, 
Whether the Gentiles believing might be saved, although 
they were not circumcised after the manner of Moses, nor 
did observe the rest of those legal rites and ceremonies 
whereunto the Jews were bound ; after great dissension and 
disputation about it, their conclusion in the end was to have 
it determined by sentence at Jerusalem ; which was accord- 
ingly done in a council there assembled for the same 
purpose.^ Are ye able to allege any just and sufficient 
cause wherefore absolutely ye should not condescend m 
this controversy to have your judgments overruled by some 
such definitive sentence, whether it fall out to be given with 
or against you; that so these tedious contentions may 
cease ? 

[3.] Ye will perhaps make answer, that being persuaded 
already as touching the truth of your cause, ye are not to 
hearken unto any sentence, no not though Angels should 
define otherwise, as the blessed Apostle’s own example 
teacheth ^ : again, that men, yea councils, may err ; and 
that, unless the judgment given do satisfy your minds, unless 
it be such as ye can by no further argument oppugn, in a 
word, unless you perceive and acknowledge it yourselves 
consonant with God’s word , to stand unto it not allowing 
it were to sin against your own consciences. 

But consider I beseech you first as touching the Apostle, 
how that wherein he was so resolute and peremptory, our 
Lord Jesus Christ made manifest unto him even by intuitive 
revelation, wherein there was no possibility of error. That 
which you are persuaded of, ye have it no otherwise than 
by your own only probable collection, and therefore such 
^ Acts. XV. 2 [Gal i. 8.] 
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bold asseverations as in him were admirable, should in your 
mouths but argue rashness. God was not ignorant that 
the priests and judges, whose sentence in matters of con- 
troversy he ordained should stand, both might and often- 
times would be deceived in their judgment. Howbeit, 
better it w^as in the eye of His understanding, that sometime 
an erroneous sentence definitive should prevail, till the same 
authority perceiving such oversight, might afterwards correct 
or reverse it, than that strifes should have respite to grow, 
and not come speedily unto some end. 

Neither wish we that men should do any thing which in 
their hearts they are persuaded they ought not to do, but 
this persuasion ought (we say) to be fully settled in their 
hearts ; that in litigious and controversed causes of such 
quality, the will of God is to have them do whatsoever the 
sentence of judicial and final decision shall determine, yea, 
though it seem in their pnvate opinion to swerve utterly from 
that which is right : as no doubt many times the sentence 
amongst the Jews did seem unto one part or other contend- 
ing, and yet in this case, God did then allow them to do that 
which in their pnvate judgment it seemed, yea and perhaps 
truly seemed, that the law did disallovr. For if God be not 
the author of confusion but of peace, then can he not be the 
author of our refusal, but of our contentment, to stand unto 
some definitive sentence ; without which almost impossible 
It is that either \ve should avoid confusion, or ever hope to 
attain peace. T o small purpose had the council of J erusalem 
been assembled, if once their determination being set down, 
men might afterwards have defended their former opinions. 
When therefore they had given their definitive sentence, all 
controversy was at an end. Things were disputed before 
they came to be determined; men afterwards were not to 
dispute any longer, but to obey. The sentence of judgment 
finished their strife, which their disputes before judgment 
could not do. This was ground sufficient for any reason- 
able man’s conscience to build the duty of obedience upon, 
whatsoever his own opinion were as touching the matter 
before in question. So full of wilfulness and self-liking is 
our nature, that without some definitive sentence, which 
being given may stand, and a necessity of silence on both 
sides afterward imposed, small hope there is that strifes 
thus far prosecuted will in short time quietly end. 

[4.] Now it were in vain to ask you, whether ye could be 
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content that the sentence of any court already erected 
should be so far authorized, as that among the Jews 
established by God himself, for the determining of all 
controversies : “ That man which will do presumptuously, 
not hearkening unto the priest that standeth before the 
Lord to minister there, nor unto the judge, let him die.’^ 
Ye have given us already to understand, \vhat your opinion 
IS in part concerning her sacred majesty’s court of high 
commission ; the nature whereof is the same with that 
amongst the Jews,^ albeit the power be not so great. The 
other way happily may like you better, because Master Beza, 
in his last book save one‘^ wTitten about these matters, 
professeth himself to be now 'weary of such combats and 
encounters, whether by word or wTiting, inasmuch as he 
hndeth that “ controversies thereby are made but brawls ; ” 
and therefore wisheth that in some common lawful assembly 
of churches all these strifes may at once be decided.” 

[5.] Shall there be in the meanwhile no “ doings ” ? Yes. 
There are the weightier matters of the law, judgment, and 
“ mercy, and fidelity.” ^ These things we ought to do ; and 
these things, while w-e contend about less, w^e leave undone. 
Happier are they whom the Lord wLen he cometh, shall 
find doing in these things, than disputing about “ doctors, 
elders, and deacons.” Or if there be no remedy but somewhat 
needs ye must do which may tend to the setting forward of 
your discipline ; do that which wise men, who think some 
statute of the realm more fit to be repealed than to stand in 
force, are accustomed to do before they come to parliament 
where the place of enacting is ; that is to say, spend the 
time m re-examining more duly your cause, and in more 
throughly considering of that which ye labour to overthrow. 
As for the orders which are established, sith equity and 
reason, the law of nature, God and man, do all favour that 

^ [See George Cranmer’s notes on B vi ] 

^ Prsef. Tract, de Excom. et Presbyt. [“Ab illis peto, . . . ut me 
jampridem istarum concertationum pertaesum, qmbns m rixas evadere 
potms quam mitigari, nedum extingui controversias apparet, non inviti 
patiantnr vel partes istas minus occupatis aliis fratribiis relmqueie, si 
fuerit opus, obeundas ; vel taciturn expectare, donee aut Ecclesise suae 
SIC domi et foris vexatae precibus hoc tribuat Dommus, ut htes omnes 
istse communi aliquo legitimo ecclesiarum conventu decidantur ; vel 
mihi denique septuagesinium piimum jam annum in terns peregrinanti 
portus ille beatae et perennis quietis, ad quern totus anhelo, per clemen- 
tissimi Servatons mei misericordiam patefiat.”] 

^ Matt, xxiii. 23. 
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which is in being, till orderly judgment of decision be given 
against it , it is but justice to exact of you, and perverse- 
ness in you it should be to deny, thereunto your willing 
obedience. 

[6.] Not that I judge it a thing allowable for men to 
observe those laws which in their hearts they are steadfastly 
persuaded to be against the law^ of God : but your per- 
suasion in this case ye are all bound for the time to 
suspend ; and in otherwise doing, ye offend against God by 
troubling his Church without any just or necessary cause. 
Be it that there are some reasons inducing you to think 
hardly of our laws. Are those reasons demonstrative, are 
they necessary, or but mere probabilities only? An argu- 
ment necessary and demonstrative is such, as being pro- 
posed unto any man and understood, the mind cannot 
choose but inwardly assent. Any one such reason dis- 
chargeth, I grant, the conscience, and setteth it at full 
liberty. For the public approbation given by the body of 
this w^hole church unto those things which are established, 
doth make it but probable that they are good. And there- 
fore unto a necessary proof that they are not good it must 
give place. But if the skilfullest amongst you can shew that 
all the books ye have hitherto written be able to afford any 
one argument of this nature, let the instance be given. As 
for probabilities, what thing w’as there ever set down so 
agreeable with sound reason, but some probable show 
against it might be made ? Is it meet that when publicly 
things are received, and have taken place, general obedience 
thereunto should cease to be exacted, in case this or that 
private person, led with some probable conceit, should make 
open protestation, “ I Peter or John disallow them, and 
pronounce them nought In which case your answer 
will be, that concerning the law’s of our church, they are not 
only condemned in the opinion of “ a private man, but of 
thousands,” yea and even “of those amongst which divers 
are in public charge and authority.” ^ As though when 
public consent of the whole hath established any thing, 
every man’s judgment being thereunto compared were not 
private, how’soever his calling be to some kind of public 
charge. So that of peace and quietness there is not any 
way possible, unless the probable voice of every entire 
society or body politic overrule all private of like nature in 
1 T. C. hb. iii. p. 181. 
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tbe same body. Which thing effectually proveth, that God, 
being author of peace and not of confusion in the church, 
must needs be author of those men’s peaceable resolutions, 
who concerning these things have determined with them- 
selves to think and do as the church they are of decreeth, 
till they see necessary cause enforcing them to the contrary. 

VII. Nor is mine owm intent any other in these several 
books of discourse, than to make it appear unto you, that 
for the ecclesiastical laws of this land, we are led by great 
reason to observ'e them, and ye by no necessity bound to 
impugn them. It is no part of my secret meaning to draw 
you hereby into hatred, or to set upon the face of this cause 
any fairer glass than the naked truth doth afford; but my 
whole endeavour is to resolve the conscience, and to shew 
as^ near^ as I can what in this controversy the heart is to 
think, if it will follow the light of sound aiid sincere 
judgment, without either cloud of prejudice, or mist of 
passionate affection. 

[2.] Wherefore seeing that laws and ordinances in par- 
ticular, whether such as we observe, or such as yourselves 
would have established , — when the mind doth sift and ex- 
amine them, it must needs have often recourse to a number 
of doubts and questions about the nature, kinds, and qualities 
of laws in general ; whereof unless it be thoroughly informed, 
there will appear no certainty to stay our persuasion upon : 
I have for that cause set down in the first place an intro- 
duction on both sides needful to be considered : declaring 
therein what law is, how different kinds of laws there are, 
and what force they are of according unto each kind. 

[3.] This done, because ye suppose the laws for which ye 
strive are found in Scripture, but those not against which ye 
strive; and upon this surmise are drawn to hold it as the 
very main pillar of your whole cause, “ That Scripture ought 
to be the only rule of all our actions,” and consequently that 
the church-orders which we observe being not commanded 
in Scripture, are offensive and displeasant unto God : I 
have spent the second Book in sifting of this poi nt, which 
standeth with you for the first and chiefest principle 
whereon ye build. 

[4.] Whereunto the next m degree is, That as God will 
have always a Church upon earth, while the world doth con- 
tinue, and that Church stand in need of government ; of which 
government it behoveth Himself to be both the Author and 
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Teacher : so it cannot stand with duty that man should ever 
presume in any wise to change and alter the same ; and 
therefore “ that in Scripture there must of necessity be found 
some particular form of Polity Ecclesiastical, the Laws 
whereof admit not any kind of alteration. 

[S*] fi^st three Books being thus ended, the fourth 
proceedeth jffom the general grounds and foundations of 
your cause unto your general accusations against us, as 
having in the orders of our church (for so you pretend) 
‘‘ corrupted the right form of church-pohty with manifold 
popish rites and ceremonies, which certain reformed churches 
have banished from amongst them, and have thereby given 
us such example as ” (you think) “ we ought to follow/' 
This your assertion hath herein drawn us to make search, 
whether these be just exceptions against the customs of our 
church, when ye plead that they are the same which the 
church of Rome hath, or that they are not the same which 
some other reformed churches have devised. 

[6.] Of those four Books which remain and are bestowed 
about the specialties of that cause which lieth in controversy, 
the first examineth the causes by you alleged, wherefore 
the public duties of Christian religion, as our prayers, our 
Sacraments, and the rest, should not be ordered in such 
sort as with us they are; nor that powder, whereby the 
persons of men are consecrated unto the ministry, be 
disposed of in such manner as the laws of this church do 
allow. The second and third are concerning the power 
of jurisdiction the one, whethei laymen, such as your 
governing elders are, ought in all congregations for ever to 
be invested with that power; the other, whether bishops 
may have that power over other pastors, and therewithal 
that honour, which with us they have? And because 
besides the power of order which all consecrated persons 
have, and the power of jurisdiction which neither they all 
nor they only have, there is a third power, a power of 
ecclesiastical dominion, communicable, as we think, unto 
persons not ecclesiastical, and most fit to be restrained unto 
the Prince or Sovereign commander over the whole body 
politic : the eighth Book we have allotted unto this question, 
and have sifted therein your objections against those 
preeminences royal which thereunto appertain, 

[7.] Thus have I laid before you the brief of these my 
travails, and presented unto your view the limbs of that 
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cause litigious between us : the whole entire body whereof 
being thus compact it shall be no troublesome thing for 
any man to find each particular controversy’s resting-place, 
and the coherence it hath with those things, either on which 
it dependeth, or which depend on it. 

Vin. The case so standing therefore, my brethren, as 
it doth, the wisdom of governors ye must not blame, in that 
they further also forecasting the manifold strange and 
dangerous innovations which are more than likely to follow 
if your discipline should take place, have for that cause 
thought it hitherto a part of their duty to withstand your 
endeavours that w^ay. The rather, for that they have seen 
already some small beginnings of the fruits thereof, in them 
w’ho concurring with you in judgment about the necessity 
of that discipline, have adventured without more ado to 
separate themselves from the rest of the Church, and to 
put your speculations in execution^ These men’s hastiness 
the wearier sort of you doth not commend ; ye wish they had 
held themselves longer in, and not so dangerously flown 
abroad before the feathers of the cause had been grown ; 
their error with merciful terms ye reprove, naming them, 

1 [See Strype, Whitg. 11 . 191 ,* Ann IV. 127, 136, 187-196, 197, 
202, 239, 246. Bancroft, Survey, kc 340-349 The head of this 
separation was Robeit Browne. See his ‘‘Treatise of Reformation 
Without tarrying for any, and of the wickedness of those Bleachers, 
which will not reform themselves and their charge, because they will 
tarry till the Magistrate command and compel them.” Prefixed to 
“A Book which sheweth the Life and Manners of all true Christians.” 
(BodL 4“. B. 8. Th- Seld ) Middleburgh, 15S2. Also (Bodl. 4°. Crymes, 
744 ) “ Greenw'ood’s Answer to Gitfard,” (who had written a short 
Treatise against the Donatists of England,) and in the same volume, 2. 
“ A collection of certain slandeious Articles given out by the Bishops ; ” 
and 3 “A Collection of certain Letters and Conferences lately passed 
betwixt ceitain Pieachers and two Prisoners in the Fleet,” (Barrow and 
Greenwood.) all 1590 In this latter, p. 7, we find the following portion 
of a dialogue between Barrow' and Speiin, a Puritan minister. “Bar. 
‘ Trow you, are none wicked in all the land, with whom you stand one 
body ? for all are of your church. Will you justify also all the parishes 
of England ^ ’ Sper. ‘ I will justify all those parishes that have preaching 
ministers. ’ Bar. ‘ And what think you of those that have un preaching 
ministers’^ Sper. I ihink 7iot stick to be true chtirchesJ (Mr. Speiin 
was here requested to set down this under his hand, but would not.”) 
In “An Answer to M. Cartwright his Letter for joining with the 
English Churches,” (which letter is subjoined in the same pamphlet, 
Bodl. 4°. S. 58. Th.) we read, p. 12, “Another proof is, as though it 
were granted him, “ That where a f reaching tmnister is, there is a 
church 
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in great commiseration of mind, your “poor brethren.”^ 
They on the contrary side more bitterly accuse you as their 
“ false brethren ; ’’ and against you they plead, saying : 

From your breasts it is that we have sucked those things, 
which when ye delivered unto us ye termed that heavenly, 
sincere, and 'wholesome milk of God^s word,- howsoever ye 
now abhor as poison that which the virtue thereof hath 
wrought and brought forth in us. You sometime our 
companions, guides and familiars, with whom we have had 
most sweet consultations,^ are now become our professed 
adversaries, because we think the statute-congregations in 
England to be no true Christian churches because we 
have severed ourselves from them ; and because without 
their leave and license that are in civil authority, we have 
secretly framed our own churches according to the platform 
of the word of God. For of that point between you and us 
there is no controversy. Alas • what would ye have us to 
do ? At such time as ye were content to accept us in the 
number of your own, your teachings we heard, "v^e read your 
writings . and though w^e would, yet able we are not to 
forget with what zeal ye have ever professed, that in the 
English congregations (for so many of them as be ordered 
according unto their own laws) the very public service of 
God is fraught as touching matter with heaps of intolerable 
pollutions, and as concerning form, borrowed from the shop 
of Antichrist ; hateful both w^ays in the eyes of the Most 
Holy; the kind of their government by bishops and 
archbishops antichnstian ; that discipline which Christ hath 

^ (Penr}% Preface to A Brief Discovery,” (after speaking of Dona- 
tism,) “If any of our poor brethren be carried away, to think otherwise 
of the congregations of England, which enjoy the word truly preached 
and the right administration of the sacraments : we cease not to pray 
that the Lord would reform their judgments. But woe be unto our 
bishops, which are the cause of this their stumbling, and maintamers of 
then error. For the poor brethren do hold nothing in this point, but 
that which the learned fathers, as M. Bancroft calleth them, have 
decreed.”] 

^ I Pet. ii. 2. ® Psalm Iv. 13. 

^ [See the opinions charged on Barrow and Greenwood before the 
court of high commission, Nov. 1587, m Paule’s Life of Whitgift ; 
Wordsworth, E. B. IV. 356 One of them is, “ That all the precise, 
which refuse the ceremonies of the Church, and yet preach in the same 
Church, strain at a gnat and swallow a camel ; and are close hypocrites, 
and walk m a left-handed policy : as Master Cartwright, Wiggmgton, 
&C-” See the notes on Cranmer’s letter to Hooker, vol. 11 book v. 
appendix 2 ] 
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‘ essentially tied/ that is to say, so united unto his Church, 
that we cannot account it really to be his Church which 
hath not in it the same discipline, that very discipline no 
less there despised, than in the highest throne of Antichrist ; ^ 
all such parts of the wwd of God as do any way concern 
that discipline no less unsoundly taught and interpreted by 
all authorized English pastors, than by Antichrists factors 
themselves ; at baptism crossing, at the supper of the Lord 
kneeling, at both, a number of other the most notorious 
badges of antichristian recognizance usual. Being moved 
with these and the like your effectual discourses, whereunto 
we gave most attentive ear, till they entered even into our 
souls, and were as fire within our bosoms ; we thought we 
might hereof be bold to conclude, that sith no such 
antichristian synagogue may be accounted a true church of 
Christ, you by accusing all congregations ordered according 
to the laws of England as antichristian, did mean to 
condemn those congregations, as not being any of them 
worthy the name of a true Christian church. Ye tell us 
now it is not your meaning. But what meant your often 
threatenings of them, who professing themselves the in- 
habitants of Mount Sion, were too loth to depart wholly as 
they should out of Babylon? Whereat our hearts being 
fearfully troubled, we durst not, we durst not continue 
longer so near her confines, lest her plagues might suddenly 
overtake us, before we did cease to be partakers with her 

^ Pref. against Dr. Bancr. [Pief. to ‘‘a Briefe Discovery of the 
Untruthes and Slanders (against the true government of the Church of 
Chnst) contained in a Sermon, preached the 8 of Februane, 1588, by 
D. Bancroft, and since that time set forth in pnnt, with additions by 
the said Author.” By Penry, 1590. The passage referred to is, 
“The visible Church of God, wheresoever it be, hath the power of 
binding and loosing annexed unto it, as our Saviour Christ teacheth us, 
Matth. 18, which authority is so essentially tied unto the visible Church, 
that wheresoever this power is to be found, there the Church of Christ 
is also visible, and wheiesoever there is a visible Church, there this 
authonty cannot be denied to be . . . Now the reader cannot be ignorant, 
that our bishops will never grant that the visible congregations in 
England ought to have this power of binding and loosing . . . The 
crime therefore of schism, and Donatism, which M. Bancroft and the 
prelates would fasten upon us, doth justly cleave unto themselves . . . 
It shall be proved in the end, that they are the schismatics and not we. 
It shall appear that they are growing to make a body of their own, 
wherewith the Church of God in a while (if they hold on their course) 
can have no more to do, than in times past it had with the schismatical 
Donatists.”] 
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sins : for so we could not choose but acknowledge with 
grief that we were, when, they doing evil, we by our presence 
m their assemblies seemed to like thereof, or at leastwise 
not so earnestly to dislike, as became men heartily zealous 
of God’s glory. For adventuring to erect the discipline of 
Christ without the leave of the Christian magistrate, haply 
ye may condemn us as fools, in that we hazard thereby our 
estates and persons further than you which are that way 
more wise think necessary : but of any offence or sin therein 
committed against God, with -what conscience can you 
accuse us, when your own positions are, that the things we 
observe should every of them be dearer unto us than ten 
thousand lives ; that they are the peremptory commandments 
of God ; that no mortal man can dispense with them, and 
that the magistrate grievously sinneth in not constraining 
thereunto? Will ye blame any man for doing that of his 
own accord, which all men should be compelled to do that 
are not willing of themselves? When God commandeth, 
shall we answer that we will obey, if so be Caesar will grant 
us leave ? Is discipline an ecclesiastical matter or a civil ? 
If an ecclesiastical, it must of necessity belong to the duty 
of the minister. And the minister (you say) holdeth all 
his authority of doing whatsoever belongeth unto the 
spiritual charge of the house of God even immediately from 
God himself, without dependency upon any magistrate. 
Whereupon it followeth, as we suppose, that the hearts of 
the people being willing to be under the sceptre of Christ, 
the minister of God, into whose hands the Lord himself 
hath put that sceptre, is without all excuse if thereby he 
guide them not. Nor do we find that hitherto greatly ye 
have disliked those churches abroad, where the people with 
direction of their godly ministers have even against the will 
of the magistrate brought in either the doctrine or discipline 
of Jesus Christ, For which cause we must now think the 
very same thing of you, which our Saviour did sometime 
utter concerning falsehearted Scribes and Phansees, ^ they 
say, and do not.’ ” ^ Thus the foolish Barrowist deriveth his 
schism by way of conclusion, as to him it seemeth, directly 
and plainly out of your principles. Him therefore we leave 
to be satisfied by you from whom he hath sprung. 

[2.] And if such by your own acknowledgment be persons 
dangerous, although as yet the alterations which they have 

^ Matt- x-jcm ■2. 
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made are of small and tender growth ; the changes likely 
to ensue throughout all states and vocations within this 
land, in case your desire should take place, must be thought 
upon. 

First concerning the supreme power of the Highest, 
they are no small prerogatives, which now thereunto be- 
longing the form of your discipline will constrain it to 
resign ; as in the last book of this treatise w^e have shewed 
at large. ^ 

Again it may justly be feared w’hether our English nobility, 
when the matter came in trial, would contentedly suffer 
themselves to be always at the call, and to stand to the 
sentence of a number of mean persons assisted with the 
presence of their poor teacher,'^ a man (as sometimes it 
happeneth) though better able to speak, 3"et little or no whit 
apter to judge, than the rest: from whom, be their dealings 
never so absurd, (unless it be by vray of complaint to a 
synod,) no appeal may be made unto any one of higher 
power, inasmuch as the order of your discipline admitteth 
no standing inequality of courts, no spiritual judge to have 
any ordinary superior on earth, but as many supremacies as 
there are parishes and several congregations. 

[3.] Neither is it altogether without cause that so many 
do fear the overthrow of all learning as a threatened sequel 
of this your intended discipline. For if “the world’s 
preservation” depend upon ^‘the multitude of the wisej” ^ 

^ [From this it would seem that the whole tieatise was in a manner 
finished before 1594, when this preface was published.] 

^ [Sutcliffe de Presbyt, 134. “ Legibus nostris antiquatis, et homini- 
bus doctis ab Ecclesise clavo (quam secundum leges et divinas et hu- 
manas admmistrant) dimotis, presbyteri se ad lem accingent, Deus 
bone, quales et quanti homines ! accedent primo Pastores quidam (si 
quales apud nos sunt scire cupiatis) adolescentub plerique novi, rerum 
imperiti, cui pueros male credideris, aut unum servulum ; qui seipsos 
vix regunt, tantum abest ut principes regere possmt. Aderimt etiam 
(rh iirl rg juilpov) Presbyteri, viri bene barbati et tetrici, quorum 
plurimse sunt species . eorum enim nonnulli artifices sunt, ut fabri, qui 
nobis arte Vulcania disciplinam excudent : coqui etiam aderunt, ut 
aliquid sit in presbvteno msipido condimenti : sutores, ut pugnantes 
presbyterorum sententias sarciant : sine cmmentariis, arx hose presbyter- 
abs sedifican non potest : adjungentur praeterea aliquot agncolarum et 
mercatorum centuri^ ; pharmacopolae vero non recte desiderabuntur, 
multo enim illis opus ent helleboro. Atque istis ita constitutis et con- 
sarcinatis, quis non presbyterium istmsmodi omnibus archiepiscopis, 
episcopis, et rebqiiis ecclesise Anglicanae moderatoribus praeferat ? 

® Sap. vi. 24. 
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and of that sort the number hereafter be not likely to wax 
over-great, ^‘when’ (that wherewith the son of Sirach 
professeth himself at the heart grieved) ^'men of under- 
standing are already so “ little set by : ^ how should 
their minds whom the love of so precious a jewel lilleth 
with secret jealousy even in regard of the least things which 
may any way hinder the flourishing estate thereof, choose 
but misdoubt lest this discipline, which always you match 
with divine doctrine as her natural and true sister, be found 
unto all kinds of knowledge a step-mother ; - seeing that 
the greatest worldly hopes, which are proposed unto the 
chiefest kind of learning, we seek utterly to extirpate as 
weeds, and have grounded your platform on such proposi- 
tions as do after a sort undermine those most renowned 
habitations, where through the goodness of Almighty God all 
commendable arts and sciences are with exceeding great 
industry hitherto (and so may they for ever continue) studied, 
proceeded in, and professed ? ^ To charge you as purposely 
bent to the overthrow of that, wherein so many of you have 
attained no small perfection, were injurious. Only therefore 
I wish that yourselves did well consider, how opposite 
certain of your positions are unto the state of collegiate 
societies, whereon the two universities consist. Those 
degrees which their statutes bind them to take are by your 
laws taken away ; ^ yourselves who have sought them ye 
so excuse, as that ye would have men to think ye judge them 
not allowable, but tolerable only, and to be borne with, for 
some help which ye find in them unto the furtherance of 

^ Ecclus. xxvi. 28. 

^ [“By studying in comers, many melancholy model-makers, and 
church-cobblers may be made, but not one sound divine : for scholars 
profit by mutual conference, disputation, exiercise, mutual emulation 
:and example, as much as by hearing and reading : but those helps they 
lose that teach m corneis. There is but small hope that they would 
make learned men, or semblant that they mean any such matter, when 
taking away the livings of the clergy, and hope of reward from the 
learned, they turn men up to live upon pensions, and to stand to the 
courtesy of unlettered elders and deacons, that think crusts too good 
for learned men.” Sutcliffe, False Semblant, &c. 134 ] 

^ [Technical words, for the thiee degrees academical m the several 
faculties : including the faculty of arts ; for masters of arts are all, 
properly speaking, professors or readers.] 

^ [Adm. 16. “The titles of cure umversitie, doctors, and bachelors 
of divinitie, are not only for vayn glory sought and graunted, but there 
they are the names of course, conferred rather by the prophane judgments 
pf jthem that know not what office of the Chuich they belong to,” See.} 
VOL, I, F 
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your purposes, till the corrupt estate of the Church may be 
better reformed. Your laws forbidding ecclesiastical persons 
utterly the exercise of chil power must needs deprive the 
heads and masters in the same colleges of all such authority as 
now they exercise, either at home, by punishing the faults of 
those, who not as children to their parents by the law of 
nature, but altogether by civil authority are subject unto 
them ; or abroad by keeping courts amongst their tenants. 
Your laws making permanent inequality amongst ministers 
a thing repugnant to the word of God, enforce those colleges, 
the seniors whereof are all or any part of them ministers 
under the government of a master in the same vocation, to 
choose as oft as they meet together a new president. For 
if so ye judge it necessary to do in synods, for the avoiding 
of permanent inequality amongst ministers, the same cause 
must needs even in these collegiate assemblies enforce the 
like. Except peradventure ye mean to avoid all such 
absurdities, by dissolving those corporations, and by bringing 
the universities unto the form of the school of Geneva. 
Which thing men the rather are inclined to look for, in- 
asmuch as the ministry, wheremto their founders with 
singular providence have by the same statutes appointed 
them necessarily to enter at a certain time, your laws bind 
them much more necessarily to forbear, till some parish 
abroad call for them.^ 

[4.] Your opinion concerning the law civil is that the 
knowledge thereof might be spared, as a thing which this 
land doth not need.^ Professors in that kind being few, 
ye are the bolder to spurn at them, and not to dissemble 
your minds as concerning their removal : in whose studies 
although myself have not much been conversant, nevertheless 
exceeding great cause I see there is to wish that thereunto 
more encouragement were given ; as well for the singular 
treasures of wisdom therein contained, as also for the great 
use we have thereof, both in decision of certain kinds of 

^ [Decl. of Disc, transl. by T. C. p. 155.] 

2 Humb. Motion to the L. L. p. 50 [“ As for the canon law, it is 

no way hurtful, but good for the state of this realm, if it were abolished : 
being, as hereafter will appear, not necessary but dangerous to the 
state. . . As for the maintaining of civilians, as the law already maketh 
no great necessity of them, having little other way to set them on work, 
but by the canon law : if such men’s studies were converted another 
way to more profit, in the Church and commonwealth, little or no loss 
or inconvenience would follow.’*] 
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causes arising daily mthin ourselves, and especially for 
commerce with nations abroad, whereunto that knowledge 
IS most requisite. The reasons wherewith ye would persuade 
that Scripture is the only rule to frame all our actions by, 
are in every respect as effectual for proof that the same is 
the only law w'hereby to determine all our civil controversies. 
And then what doth let, but that as those men may have 
their desire, who frankly broach it already that the work of 
reformation will never be perfect, till the law of Jesus Christ 
be received alone ; so pleaders and counsellors may bring 
their books of the common law, and bestow them ^ the 
students of curious and needless arts^ did theirs in the 
Apostles’ time ? I leave them to scan how far those words 
of yours may reach, wherein ye declare that, whereas now 
many houses lie waste through inordinate suits of law, this 
one thing will shew the excellency of discipline for the 
wealth of the realm, and quiet of subjects ; that the Church 
is to censure such a party who is apparently troublesome 
and contentious, and without reasonable cause upon a mere 
will and stomach doth vex and molest his brother, and 
trouble the country.” ^ For mine own part do not see 
but that it might very well agree with your principles, if your 
discipline were fully planted, even to send out your writs of 
surcease unto all courts of England besides, for the most 
things handled in them.^ 

1 Acts xix. 19. ^ Hamb. Motion, p. 74. 

3 [Bp. Cooper, Adm. to the people of England, (1588,) p 86. 
“The canon law must be utterly taken away, with all offices to the 
same belonging . . . The use and study of the civil law will be utterly 
overthrown For the civilians in this realm live not by the use of the 
civil law, but by the offices of the canon law, and such things as are 
within the compass thereof And if you take those offices and functions 
away, and those matters wherewith they deal m the canon law, you 
must needs take away the hope of reward, and by that means their 
whole study.” Sutcliffe, Remonstrance to the Demonstr. of Disc. p. 41. 
“That which is needless, is unlawful. All courts of record, as chancery 
and common-pleas, &c shall be found needless, if the consistory of 
presbyters and eldeis were set up i which is only needful in the church 
or congregation of the faithful brethren, because they may determine 
all matters wherein any breach of chanty may be ; as the admonitioner 
saith : Ergo, all courts of record, as chancery, common pleas, &c. by 
their reason will be found unlawful:’^ and see p 178, where, Udall 
havino- said, “Governors of the Church may not meddle but m matters 
ecclesTastical only, ... in deciding of controversies, m doctrine and 
manners, as far as appertaineth to the conscience,” Sutcliffe remarks ; 
“ This one limit of authority will carry all causes (though most civil in 
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[5.] A great deal further I might proceed and descend 
lower. But forasmuch as against all these and the like 
difficulties your answer is,^ that we ought to search what 
things are consonant to God^s will, not which be most 
for our own ease ; and therefore that your discipline being 
(for such is your error) the absolute commandment of 
Almighty God, it must be received although the world by 
receiving it should be clean turned upside down; herein 
lieth the greatest danger of all. For whereas the name of 
divine authority is used to countenance these things, which 
are not the commandments of God, but your own erroneous 
collections ; on him ye must father whatsoever ye shall 
afterwards be led, either to do in withstanding the adver- 
saries of your cause, or to think in maintenance of your 
doings. And what this may be, God doth know. In such 
kinds of error the mind once imagining itself to seek the 
execution of God’s will, laboureth forthwith to remove both 
things and persons which any way hinder it from taking 
place ; and in such cases if any strange or new thing seem 
requisite to be done, a strange and new opinion concerning 
the lawfulness thereof is withal received and broached under 
countenance of divine authority. 

[6.] One example 2 herein may serve for many, to shew 
that false opinions, touching the will of God to have things 
done, are wont to bring forth mighty and violent practices 
against the hinderances of them ; and those practices new 
opinions more pernicious than the first, yea most extremely 
sometimes opposite to that which the first did seem to 
intend. Where the people took upon them the reformation 
of the Church by casting out Popish superstition, they 
having received from their pastors a general instruction 
“that whatsoever the heavenly Father hath not planted 

their nature and practice) out of all courts in the land unto their 
elderships. First, the chancery, that decideth matters of controversy 
by conscience, is clearly dammed up, and may go pick paigles” (t. e. 
cowslips). “ And are any other civil courts in better case ? No verily : 
for can any controversy be betwixt man and man, but it ‘ appertaineth 
to conscience,’ to give the matter contended for unto him to whom of 
right it is due?’’ See also ‘‘False Semblant,” &c. p. 132, 133.] 

^ Counterp. p. loS. [“IIis” (Cosms’s) “fiist reasons are drawn 
from the inconveniences, which he thinketh will come into the Church 
by this means ; as requiring rather (like a civilian not a divine) what is 
safe, than what is according to God ins will.”] 

® [See Abp Whitgift’s Exhortation prefixed to the Answer to thq 
Admonition 1st ed. p. 13-16.] 



Dangers of the Puritan Movement 133 

must be rooted out/’^ proceeded in some foreign places 
so far that down went oratories and the very tempies of 
God themselves. For as they chanced to take the compass 
of their commission stricter or larger, so their dealings 
were accordingly more or less moderate. Amongst others 
there sprang up presently one kind of men, with whose zeal 
and for’wardness the rest being compared were thought to 
be marvellous cold and dull. These grounding themselves 
on rules more general; that whatsoever the law of Christ 
commandeth not, thereof Antichrist is the author : and that 
whatsoever Antichrist or his adherents did in the world, 
the true professors of Christ are to undo ; found out many 
things more than others had done, the extirpation whereof 
was in their conceit as necessary as of any thing before 
removed. Hereupon they secretly made their doleful com- 
plaints every where as they went,^ that albeit the world 
did begin to profess some dislike of that which was evil 
in the kingdom of darkness, yet fruits ^vorthy of a true 
repentance were not seen ; and that if men did repent as 
they ought, they must endeavour to purge the earth of 
all manner evil, to the end there might follow a new world 
afterward, wherein righteousness only should dwell. Private 
repentance they said must appear by every man’s fashioning 
his own life contrary unto the customs and orders of this 
present world, both in greater things and in less. To this 

^ Matt. XV. 13. [See Brandt. Hist, of the Reform, in the Low 
Countries : B- li. and vii.] 

^ Guy de Bres centre TErreur des Anabaptistes, p. 3. [“La racine, 
source, et fondement des Anabaptistes ou Rebaptisez de nostre temps : 
avec tres ample refutation des arguments pnncipaux, par lesquels ils 
ont accoustume de troubler TEglise de nosiee Seigneur Jesus Christ, et 
seduire les simples. Le tout reduit en trois livres, par Guy de Bres. 
Chez Pierre de S. Andre, MDXCV,^* small 4to. pp- 903, no place of 
publication mentioned. The author was a pastor at LilJe and Valen- 
ciennes, and with Saravia and three or four others was a principal 
author of “A Confession of Faith of the Reformed Churches of the 
Low Countnes, 1561 or 1562,” adopted by the States of Holland in 
1622. ^‘The said Saravia says m a certain letter, which I myself have 
seen, that ‘ Guido de Bres communicated this Confession to such 
ministers as he could find, desiring them to correct what they thought 
amiss in it ; so that it was not to be considered as one man’s work ; 
but that none who were concerned in it ever designed it for a rule of 
faith to others, but only for a scriptural proof of what they themselves 
believed. ’ ” Brandt’s Hist, of the Reform, in the Low Countries, Eng. 
Transl. I. 142. De Br6s was hanged at Valenciennes by the govern- 
ment of Philip II, in 1567. Ibid. p. 250. Anabaptism began by his 
account in Lower Saxony, about 1521.] 
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purpose they had always in their mouths those greater 
things, chanty, faith, the true fear of God, the cross, the 
mortification of the fiesh,^ All their exhortations were to 
set light of the things in this world, to count riches and 
honours vanity, and in token thereof not only to seek 
neither, but if men were possessors of both, even to cast 
aw’ay the one and resign the other, that all men might see 
their unfeigned conversion unto Christ.- They were 
solicitors of men to fasts, ^ to often meditations of heavenly 
things, and as it were conferences in secret with God by 
prayers, not framed according to the frozen manner of the 
world, but expressing such fervent desires as might even 
force God to hearken unto them. Where they found men 
in diet, attire, furniture of house, or any other way, observers 
of civility and decent order, such they reproved as being 
carnally and earthly minded. Every word otherwise than 
severely and sadly uttered seemed to pierce like a sword 
through them.^ If any man were pleasant, their manner 
was presently with deep sighs to repeat those words of our 
Saviour Christ, “Woe be to you which now laugh, for ye 
shall lament.”^ So great was their delight to be always in 
trouble, that such as did quietly lead their lives, they judged 
of all other men to be in most dangerous case. They so 
much affected to cross the ordinary custom in every thing, 
that when other men’s use was to put on better attire, they 
would be sure to shew themselves openly abroad m worse : 
the ordinary names of the days in the week they thought it 
a kind of profaneness to use, and therefore accustomed 
themselves to make no other distinction than by numbers, 
the First, Second, Third day.^ 

[7.] From this they proceeded unto public reformation, 
first ecclesiastical, and then civil. Touching the former, 
they boldly avouched that themselves only had the truth, 
which thing upon peril of their lives they would at all times 
defend; and that since the Apostles lived, the same was 
never before in all points sincerely taught.*^ Wherefore 
that things might again be brought to that ancient integrity 
which Jesus Christ by his word requireth, they began to 
control the ministers of the gospel for attributing so much 
force and virtue unto the scriptures of God read, whereas 
the truth was, that when the word is said to engender faith 

^ p- 4* ^ p- 16- ® p. iiS, 1 19. 4 p. 1 16, 120. 

® Luke VI. 25. ® p. 1 17. 7 40. 
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in the heart, and to convert the soul of man, or to work 
any such spiritual divine effect, these speeches are not 
thereunto appliable as it is read or preached, but as it is 
ingrafted in us by the power of the Holy Ghost opening the 
eyes of our understanding, and so revealing the mysteries of 
God, according to that which Jeremy promised before 
should be, saying, “ I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and I will write it in their hearts/' ^ The Book of God they 
notwithstanding for the most part so admired, that other 
disputation against their opinions than only by allegation 
of Scnpture they would not hear ; besides it they thought 
no other writings in the world should be studied ; insomuch 
as one of their great prophets exhorting them to cast away 
all respects unto human writings, so far to his motion they 
condescended, that as many as had any books save the 
Holy Bible in their custody, they brought and set them 
publicly on fire.^ When they and their Bibles were alone 
together, what strange fantastical opinion soever at any time 
entered into their heads, their use was to think the Spirit 
taught it them. Their phrensies concerning our Saviour's 
incarnation, the state of souls departed, and such-like,® 
are things needless to be rehearsed. And forasmuch as 
they were of the same suite with those of whom the Apostle 
speaketh, saying, “ They are still learning, but never attain 
to the knowledge of truth," ^ it was no marvel to see them 
every day broach some new thing, not heard of before. 
Which restless levity they did interpret to be their growing 
to spiritual perfection, and a proceeding from faith to faith.^ 
The differences amongst them grew by this mean in a 
manner infinite, so that scarcely was there found any one 
of them, the forge of whose brain was not possessed with 
some special mystery. Whereupon, although their mutual 
contentions ^ were most fiercely prosecuted amongst ihem- 
selves, yet when they came to defend the cause common 
to them all against the adversaries of their faction, they 
had ways to lick one another whole; the sounder in his 
own persuasion excusing the dear brethren^ which were 
not so far enlightened, and professing a charitable hope of 
the mercy of God towards them notwithstanding their 
swerving from him in some things. Their own ministers 

1 Jer. xxxi. 33. [De Bres, p 81, 92.] 2 27. [and 702.] 

* [De Br^s, 1 . n. and m ] ^2 Tan. ni. 7, p. 65. 

® p. 66. ^ p. 135 - P- 25* 
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they highly magnified as men whose vocation was_ from 
God,i the rest their manner was to term disdainfully 
Scribes and Pharisees,-’ to account their calling a human 
creature, and to detam the people as much as might be 
from hearing them. As touching bacraments,® Baptism 
administered in the Church of Rome they judged to be 
but an execrable mockery and no baptism ; both because 
the ministers thereof in the Papacy are w-icked idolaters, 
lewd persons, thieves and muiderers, cursed creatures, 
Ignorant beasts ; and also for that to baptize is a proper 
action belonging unto none but the Church of Christ, 
whereas Rome is Antichrist’s synagogue. The custom of 
using godfathers and godmothers at christenings they 
scorned.-! Baptizing of infants, although confessed by 
themselves to have been continued ever sithence the very 
Apostles’ own times, yet they altogether condemned , partly 
because sundry errors are of no less antiquity , ^ and partly 
for that there is no commandment in the gospel of Christ 
which saith, “Baptize infants, but he contrariwise m 
saying, “Go preach and baptize,” doth appoint that the 
minister of baptism shall in that action first administer 
doctrine, and then baptism , as also in saying, “ VTiosoever 
doth believe and is baptized,” he appomteth that the party 
to whom baptism is administered shall first believe and 
then be baptized ; to the end that believing may go before 
this sacrament m the receiver, no otherwise than preaching 
in the giver; sith equally in both," the law of Christ 
declareth not only what things are required, but also in 
what order they are required. The Eucharist they received 
(pretending our Lord and Saviour’s example) after supper ; 
and for avoiding all those impieties which have been 
grounded upon the mystical words of Christ, “This is _my 
body, this is my blood,” they thought it not safe to mention 
either body or blood in that sacrament, but rather to 
abrogate both, and to use no words but these, “Take, eat, 
declare the death of our Lord. Drink, shew forth our 
Lord’s death.” s In rites and ceremonies their profession 
was hatred of all conformity with the church of Rome : for 
which cause they would rather endure any torment than 
observe the solemn festivals which others did, inasmuch as 
Antichrist (they said) was the first inventor of them ® 

! p. 71. ^ p. 124. ’ p. 764 ! p. 748- J P S! 4 - 

* p. 722, 73 ^j 68S. ^ p. 5 ^ 8 * ^ P* 38* P' 
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[S-] The pretended end of their civil reformation was 
that Christ might have dominion over all ; that all crowns 
and sceptres might be thrown down at his feet; that no 
other might reign over Christian men but he, no regiment 
keep them in ai%e but his discipline, amongst them no 
sword at all to be carried besides his, the sword of spiritual 
excommunication. For this cause they laboured with all 
their might in overturning the seats of magistracy/ because 
Christ hath said, Kings of nations/^ -in abolishing the 
execution of justice,^ because Christ bath said, “ Resist not 
evil;’^ in forbidding oaths, the necessary means of judicial 
trial,^ because Christ hath said, Swear not at all : ” finally, 
in bringing in community of goods, ^ because Christ by his 
Apostles hath given the world such example, to the end 
that men might excel one another not in wealth the pillar 
of secular authority, but in virtue. 

[9.] These men at the first were only pitied in their 
error, and not much withstood by any ; the great humility, 
zeal, and devotion, w^hich appeared to be in them, w^as in 
all men’s opinion a pledge of their harmless meaning. The 
hardest that men of sound understanding conceived of them 
was but this, quam honesta -voluntate miseri errant! 
With how^ good a meaning these poor souls do evil ! ” ^ 
Luther made request unto Frederick duke of Saxony/ 
that within his dominion they might be favourably dealt 
wfith and spared, for that (their error exempted) they 
seemed otherwise right good men. By means of which 
merciful toleration they gathered strength, much more 
than w^as safe for the state of the commonwealth wherein 
they lived. They had their secret corner-meetings and 
assemblies in the night, the people flocked unto them by 
thousands.® 

[10.] The means whereby they both allured and retained 
so great multitudes w^ere most effectual : first, a wonderful 
show of zeal towards God, wherewith they seemed to be 
even rapt in every thing they spake : secondly, a hatred of 
sin, and a singular love of integrity, which men did think 
to be much more than ordinary in them, by reason of the 
custom which they had to fill the ears of the people with 
invectives against their authorized guides, as well spiritual 

^ p. 841. ^ [Luke xxiL 25.] p. 833. ^ p. 849. ® p. 40. 

® Lactant. de Justit. lib. v. c. 19. [p 480, ed. Oxon. 1684.] 
p. 6. ® p. 4, 20, 41, 42. 
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as civil : thirdly, the bountiful relief wherewith they eased 
the broken estke of such needy creatures, as were m that 
respect the more apt to be drawn away • ^ fourthly, a tender 
compassion which they were thought to take upon the 
miseries of the common sort, over whose heads their manner 
was even to pour down showers of tears, in complaining 
that no respect was had unto them, that their goods were 
devoured by wicked cormorants, their persons had in 
contempt, all liberty both temporal and spmtual taken 
from them,^ that it was high time for God now to hear 
their groans, and to send them deliverance iastl}^, a cunning 
sleight which they had to stioke and smooth up the minds 
of then followers, as well by appropriating unto them all 
the favourable titles, the good words, and the gracious 
promises in Scripture, as also by casting the contrary 
always on the heads of such as were severed from that 
retinue. Whereupon the people’s common acclamation 
unto such deceivers was, ‘‘These are verily the men of 
God, these are his true and sincere prophets.”^ If any 
such prophet or man of God did suffer by order of law 
condign and deserved punishment, w^ere it for felony, 
rebellion, murder, or what else, the people, (so strangely 
were their hearts enchanted,) as though blessed Saint 
Stephen had been again martyred, did lament that God 
took away his most dear servants from them.^ 

[ii.] In all these things being fully persuaded, that what 
they did, it was obedience to the will of God, and that all 
men should do the like ; there remained, after speculation, 
practice, whereby the whole world thereunto (if it were 
possible) might be framed. This they saw could not be 
done but with mighty opposition and resistance; against 
which to strengthen themselves, they secretly entered into 
league of association.® And peradventure considering, 
that although they were many, yet long wars would in time 
waste them out ; they began to think whether it might not 
be that God would have them do, for their speedy and 
mighty increase, the same which sometime God’s own 
chosen people, the people of Israel, did. Glad and fain 
they were to have it so ; which very desire was itself apt to 
breed both an opinion of possibility, and a willingness to 
gather arguments of likelihood, that so God himself would 
have it Nothing more clear unto their seeming, than that 

^ P* SS ^ P- 63 7- ® P* 7 - ^ P- 27. ® p. 6 . 
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a new Jerusalem being often spoken of in Scripture, they 
undoubtedly were themselves that new Jerusalem, and the 
old did by way of a certain figurative resemblance signify 
what they should both be and do. Here they drew in 
a sea of matter, by appl}ing all things unto their own 
company, which are any where spoken concerning divine 
favours and benefits bestowed upon the old commonwealth 
of Israel: concluding that as Israel was delivered out of 
Egypt, so they spiritually out of the Egypt of this world's 
servile thraldom unto sin and superstition ; as Israel was to 
root out the idolatrous nations, and to plant instead of 
them a people which feared God ; so the same Lord's good 
will and pleasure was now, that these new Israelites should, 
under the conduct of other Joshuas, Samsons, and Gideons, 
perform a work no less miraculous in casting out violently 
the wicked from the earth, and establishing the kingdom of 
Christ with perfect liberty : and therefore, as the cause why 
the children of Israel took unto one man many wives, 
might be lest the casualties of war should any way hinder 
the promise of God concerning their multitude from taking 
effect in them ; so it was not unlike that for the necessary 
propagation of Christ's kingdom under the Gospel the 
Lord was content to allow as much. 

[12.] Now whatsoever they did in such sort collect out of 
Scripture, when they came to justify or persuade it unto 
others, all was the heavenly Father's appointment, his com- 
mandment, his will and charge. Which thing is the very 
point, in regard whereof I have gathered this declaration. 
For my purpose herein is to shew, that when the minds of 
men are once erroneously persuaded that it is the will of 
God to have those things done which they fancy, their 
opinions are as thorns in their sides, never suffering them to 
take rest till they have brought their speculations into practice. 
The lets and impediments of which practice their restless 
desire and study to remove leadetb. them every day forth by 
the hand into other more dangerous opinions, sometimes 
quite and clean contrary to their first pretended meanings : 
so as what will grow out of such errors as go masked under 
the cloak of divine authority, impossible it is that ever the 
wit of man should imagine, till time have brought forth the 
fruits of them : for which cause it behoveth wisdom to fear 
the sequels thereof, even beyond all apparent cause of fear. 
These men, in whose mouths at the first sounded nothing 
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but only mortification of the flesh, were come at the length 
to think they might lawfully have their six or seven wives 
apiece ; they which at the first thought judgment and justice 
itself to be merciless cruelty, accounted at the length their 
own hands sanctified with being embrued in Christian blood ; 
they who at the first were wont to beat doTO all dominion, 
and to urge against poor constables, ‘‘Kings of nations;” 
had at the length both consuls and kings of their own erection 
amongst themselves : finally, they which could not brook at 
the first that any man should seek, no not by law, the 
recovery of goods injuriously taken or withheld from him, 
were grown at the last to think they could not offer unto 
God more acceptable sacrifice, than by turning their 
adversaries clean out of house and home, and by enriching 
themselves with all kind of spoil and pillage ; which thing 
being laid to their charge, they had in a readiness their 
answer,^ that now the time was come, when according to 
our Saviouris promise, “ the meek ones must inherit the 
earth ; ” - and that their title hereunto was the same which 
the righteous Israelites had unto the goods of the wicked 
Egyptians.^ 

[13.] AVherefore sith the world hath had in these men so 
fresh experience, how dangerous such active errors are, it 
must not offend you though touching the sequel of your 
present mispersuasions much more be doubted, than your 
own intents and purposes do haply aim at. And yet your 
words already are somewhat, when ye affirm, that your 
Pastors, Doctors, Elders, and Deacons, ought to be in this 
Church of England, “whether her Majesty and our state 
will or no ; ” ^ when for the animating of your confederates 
ye publish the musters which ye have made of your own 
bands, and proclaim them to amount I know not to how 
many thousands ; ^ when ye threaten, that sith neither your 

^ p. 41. ^ Matt. V. 5. ® Exod, xi. 2. 

^ Mart, in his third Libel. 

® [Second Adm. p. 59, (misprint for 65,) ed. 1617. We beseech 
you to pity this case, and to provide for it ; it is the case already of 
many a thousand in this land ; yea, it is the case of as many as seek 
the Lord aright, and desire to have his own orders restored. Great 
troubles will come of it, if it be not provided for ; even the same God 
that hath stirred me, a man unknown, to speak, though those poor men 
■which are locked up in Newgate, neither do, nor can be suffered to 
speak, will daily stir up more.^' 

Str. Whitg. IL 18, (from a MS.) “ One of our late libellers ” [marg. 
Martyn] “braggeth of 100,000 hands and wisheth the pailiament to 
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suits to the parliament, nor supplications to onr convocation- 
house, neither your defences by writing, nor challenges of 
disputation in behalf of that cause are able to prevail, we 
must blame ourselves, if to bring in discipline some such 
means hereafter be used as shall cause ail our hearts to ache.^ 
^^That things doubtful are to be construed in the better 
part,” is a principle not safe to be followed in matters 
concerning the public state of a commonweal. But how- 
soever these and the like speeches be accounted as arrows 

bring in this reformation tliough it be by withstanding the Queen’s 
Majesty. ” 

Ibid 191. In 1592, the Barrow ists ‘‘ were reckoned to amount to 
20,000 by Sir \V. Raleigh, in a speech of his in the last parliament.” 

You are too broad wuth Martin’s brood, for he hath 100,000 that 
will set their hands to his articles, and shew the Queen.” Pap with 
an Hatchet. (This pamphlet w^as either by Thomas Nash or John 
Lyly.) 

“ Let the magistrate once consider what pestilent and dangerous 
beasts these wretches” (the Bishops) are unto the ch li state. For 
either by their own confession they are the bishops of the Devil, (and 
so by that means will be the undoing of the state, if they be continued 
therein,) or else their places ought to be in this commonwealth whether 
her Majesty aiui ezir State will or fw, because they ate not (as they say) 
the Bishops of ma?z. Are they then the Bishops of God ? that is, have 
they such a calling as the Apostles, Evangelists, &:c. bad ? that is, such 
a calling as ought lawfully to be m a Christian commonwealth (unless 
the magistrate would injury’' the Church, yea, maim, deform, and make 
a monster of the Church) whether the magistrate wall or no.” Ha’ ye 
any Work for a Cooper? p 2S. 

And in the Epitome, against Dr. Bridges, having quoted a passage 
from Bp. Aylmer’s “Harborough for faithful Subjects,” in w'hich the 
Bishop had commended “those that in King Henry VIII. days would 
not grant him that his proclamations should have the force of a statute,” 
Penry proceeds, “ I assure you, brother John, you have spoken many 
things worthy the noting, and I would our parliament men would mark 
this action done in K. Hen- VIII. days, and follow it in bringing in 
reformation, and putting down Lord Bishops, with all other points of 
superstition. They may in your judgment not only do any thing 
against their King’s or Queen’s mmd (that is behovefull to the honour 
of God and the good of the commonwealth) but even withstand the 
proceedings of their sovereign.”] 

1 Demonstr. in the Pref. [“We have sought to advance the cause 
of God, by humble suit to the parliament, by supplication to your 
convocation house, by writing m defence of it, and by challenging to 
dispute for it : seeing none of these means used by us have prevailed, 
if It come in by that means, which will make all your hearts to ache, 
blame yourselves : for it must prevail, maugre the malice of all that 
stand against it ; or such a judgment must overtake this land, as shall 
cause the eais that hear thereof to tingle, and make us be a by word to 
all that pass by us.”] 
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idly shot at random, -without either eye had to any mark, or 
regard to their lighting-place ; hath not your longing desire 
for the practice of your discipline brought the matter already 
unto this demurrer amongst you, whether the people and 
their godlv pastors that way affected ought not to make 
separation from the rest, and to _ begin the exercise of 
discipline without the license of ci\il powers, \vhich license 
they have sought for, and are not heard? Upon^ which 
question as ye have now divided yourselves, the waner sort 
of you taking the one part, and the forwarder m zeal the 
other ; so in case these earnest ones should prevail, what 
other sequel can any wise man imagine but this, that having 
first resolved that attempts for discipline without superiors 
are lawful, it will follow in the next place to be disputed 
what may be attempted against superiors which will not 
have the sceptre of that discipline to rule over them . V ea 
even by you which have stayed yourselves from running 
headlong with the other sort, somewhat notwithstanding 
there hath been done without the leave or liking of your 
lawful superiors, for the exercise of a part of your discipline 
amongst the clergy thereunto addicted ^ And lest examina- 
tion of principal parties therein should bring those things to 
light, which might hinder and let your proceedings , behold, 
for a bar against that impediment, one opinion ye have newly 
added unto the rest even upon this occasion, an opinion to 
exempt you from taking oaths which may turn to the 
molestation of your brethren in that cause. The next 
neighbour opinion whereunto when occasion requireth may 
follow, for dispensation with oaths already taken, if they 
afterwards be found to import a necessity of detecting aught 


1 fin I <67, some of the ministers who had been silenced by the 
bishops for nonconformity began to set up separate assemblies, using 
the Geneva Prayer Book. Strype, Parker, I 47 S- 4^3 

same party, by their ‘^use or rather abuse (Bishop Cox to Burghley, 
in Str Ann, II. ii. 611.) of prophesymgs, caused the inhibition of 
those exercises, (Queen’s letter to the Bishop of Lincoln ibid. 612) 
and the suspension of Archbishop Gnndal. (Grind. 342.) In 1525, 
they are charged with having established synods and classes m various 
counties, with reordmation, unauthorized fast-days, and other sc^- 
matical acts. (Articles against Cartwright, in Fuller, C. H. 

201, 202.) comp, in Strype’s Whitg. III. 244-256, the bill exhibited 

against them in the Star Chamber.] 1 j -ui ^ 

2 rThis seems to have been first started, m a formal and public way, 
by Cartwright and others, when cited before the ecclesiastical com- 
mission in 1590. Strype, Whitg. II. i 9 j 2^1 28-32 ] 
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which may bring such good men into trouble or damage, 
whatsoever the cause bed O merciful God, what man’s 
wit is there able to sound the depth of those dangerous and 
fearful evils, whereinto our weak and impotent nature is 
inclinable to sink itself, rather than to shew an acknowledg- 
ment of error in that vrhich once we have unadvisedly taken 
upon us to defend, against the stream as it were of a contrary 
public resolution ! 

[14.] Wherefore if we any thing respect their error, who 
being persuaded even as you are have gone further upon 
that persuasion than you allow ; if we regard the present state 
of the highest governor placed over us, if the quality and 
disposition of our nobles, if the orders and laws of our 
famous universities, if the profession of the cml or the 
practice of the common law’ amongst us, if the mischiefs 
whereinto even before our eyes so many others have fallen 
headlong from no less plausible and fair beginnings than 
yours are * there is in ever}^ of these considerations most 
just cause to fear lest our hastiness to embrace a thing 
of so perilous consequence should cause posterity to feel 
those evils, which as yet are more easy for us to prevent 
than they would be for them to remedy. 

IX. The best and safest way for you therefore, my dear 
brethren, is, to call your deeds past to a new’ reckoning, to 
re-examine the cause ye have taken in hand, and to try it 
even point by point, argument by argument, with all the 
diligent exactness ye can ; to lay aside the gall of that bitter- 
ness wherein your minds have hitherto over-abounded, and 
with meekness to search the truth. Think ye are men, deem 
it not impossible for you to err ; sift unpartially your own 
hearts, whether it be force of reason or vehemency of affec- 
tion, which hath bred and still doth feed these opinions in 
you. If truth do any where manifest itself, seek not to 
smother it with glosing delusions, acknowledge the greatness 
thereof, and think it your best victory when the same doth 
prevail over you. 

[2.] That ye have been earnest in speaking or writing 


^ [The 31st article tendered to Cartwright (Fuller, ubi sup.) contains 
this clause, “That they should all teach . . , that it is not lawful to 
take any oath, whereby a man may be driven to discover any thing 
penal to himself or to his brother ; especially if he be persuaded the 
matter to be lawful, for which the punishment is like to be inflicted : 
or having taken it in this case, need not discover the very truth.”] 
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again and again the contrary way, shall be no blemish or 
discredit at all unto you. Amongst so many so huge volumes 
as the infinite pains of St Augustine have brought forth, 
what one hath gotten him greater love, commendation and 
honour, than the book^ wherein he carefully collecteth 
his own oversights, and sincerely condemneth them ? Many 
speeches there are of Job’s whereby his wisdom and other 
virtues may appear ; but the glory of an ingenuous mind he 
hath purchased by these words only, “ - Behold, I will lay 
mine hand on my mouth ; I have spoken once, yet will I 
not therefore maintain argument; yea twice, howbeit for 
that cause further I will not proceed.” 

[3.] Far more comfort it were for us (so small is the joy 
we take in these strifes) to labour under the same yoke, as 
men that look for the same eternal reward of their labours, 
to be joined with you in bands of indissoluble love and 
amity, to live as if our persons being many our souls were 
but one, rather than in such’ dismembered sort to spend our 
few and wretched days in a tedious prosecuting of wearisome 
contentions : the end whereof, if they have not some speedy 
end, wall be heavy even on both sides. Brought already we 
are even to that estate which Gregory Nazianzen mournfully 
describeth, saying,^ My mind leadeth me ” (sith there is 
no other remedy) ‘‘to fly and to convey myself into some 
comer out of sight, where I may scape from this cloudy 
tempest of maliciousness, whereby all parts are entered 
into a deadly war amongst themselves, and that little 
remnant of love which was, is now consumed to nothing. 

^ [viz. “ Retractadonum.”] 2 Job xl 4, 5 

^ Greg:- Naz. in Apol. [p. 33, sq. ed. Par. 1609. ayaTnjrhv, dpapra 
TOILS’ &XX 0 VS &PQ} Ka\ (pepofJLevovs T6 Kol Tapa<T(ro/jL4vovSj <pvy6vTa 

<l>vy^ e/c rov fiecov, irirh crK€Tr7]v avaxo}p^(ravray XadeTp rov Uoviiipov r^v 
CdXriv Kal T^v crKordiLaivav 7}viKa TroAejaet (iky h.KXi]XoLs rd fieXr], o%x^rai 
dl rris dyaTrrjs eX ri Kal Xeixl/ayoy. Udures de iffpikv evare^eLs, 

evhs jmSpov, rov KarayivdxTKeiv dXXoov dcr€$6iay . . . 6r}povjULev Se ras 
dXX'fjXwv afiaprias, ovk Xva dpTiyTia-afiey, d.XX^ Xva oyeMcrcofLey .... ’Ek 
dh ro6rcoyj ws rh €t/cbs, fiicroipLcda fiev iy roTs ^dyecri* /cal, S roijrov 
XaX€7rdoT€poy, ouBe elrre7v exofiev, cms“ ov BiKaicos' Bia0€0X'f}ij.G6a Be Kal 
T&y ^fierepcoy roTs eTTLeiKecrrepoiS" ovBev ydp Oapjaacrrhy, el rols 7cXeioa"iy, 
ot fxSXis dy Tt Kal rS>y KaXcov diroBexoiyro' reKraiyovcTL Se IttI rmv 
vdrcay ^fiooy ol dfxaprccXol, Kal d /car* dXX’fiXcoy eTrivoovfieVy Kara Trdvrcoy 
Kal yeySyafiev dearpov Katyhy . ... Tavra Tjfuv 6 irphs 

dXX'fjXovs 7r6X€p.os’ ravra ot Xiav virep rov dyadov Kal rrp(f.ov ju.ax6/LLeyoi. 

Hooker appears to h^ye translated horn Musculus’ Latin, p. 18, 19.] 
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The only godliness we glor}^ in, is to find out somewhat 
whereby we may judge others to be ungodly. Each other’s 
faults we observe as a matter of exprobration and not of 
gnef. By these means we are grown hateful in the eyes 
of the heathens themselves, and (which woundeth us the 
more deeply) able we are not to deny but that we have 
desen’ed their hatred. With the better sort of our owm 
our fame and credit is clean lost. The less we are to 
marvel if they judge vilely of us, who although we did 
well would hardly allow thereof. On our backs they also 
build that are lewd, and what we object one against 
another, the same they use to the utter scorn and disgrace 
of us all. This we have gained by our mutual home- 
dissensions. This w^e are worthily rewarded with, which 
are more forward to strive than becometh men of virtuous 
and mild disposition.’’ 

[4.] But our trust in the Almighty is, that with us con- 
tentions are now^ at their highest float, and that the day 
will come (for what cause of despair is there ?) when the 
passions of former enmity being allayed, we shall wdth ten 
times redoubled tokens of our unfeignedly reconciled love, 
shew ourselves each towards other the same which Joseph 
and the brethren of Joseph were at the time of their inter- 
view in Egypt. Our comfortable expectation and most 
thirsty desire whereof what man soever amongst you shall 
any way help to satisfy, (as we truly hope there is no one 
amongst you but some -way or other will,) the blessings of 
the God of peace, both in this world and in the world to 
come, be upon him moe than the stars of the firmament in 
number. 


WHAT THINGS ARE HANDLED IN THE BOOKS 
FOLLOWING. 

Book the First, concerning Laws in general. 

The Second, of the use of Divine Law contained in Scripture : 
whether that be the only Law which ought to serve for our 
diiection m all things without exception. 

The Third, of Laws concerning Ecclesiastical Polity: whether the 
form thereof be m Scripture so set down, that no addition or 
change is lawful. 

The Fourth, of general exceptions taken against the Laws of our 
Polity, as being popish, and b^inished out of certain reformed 
churches. 
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The Fifth, of our Laws that concern the public religious duties of 
the Church, and the manner of bestowing that Power of Order, 
which enableth. men in sundry degrees and callings to execute the 
same. 

The Sixth, of the Power of Jurisdiction, which the reformed plat- 
form claimeth unto lay-elders, with others. 

The Seventh, of the Powder of Juiisdiction, and the honour which is 
annexed thereunto in Bishops. 

The Eighth, of the power of Ecclesiastical Dominion or Supreme 
Authority, w^hich witn us the highest governor or Prince hath, as 
well in regard of domestical Jurisdictions, as of that other foreign! y 
claimed by the Bishop of Rome 



OF THE 


LAWS 

OF 

ECCLESIASTICAL POLITY' 


THE FIRST BOOK 

CONCERNING LAWS AND THEIR SEVERAL KINDS IN GENERAL 


THE MxATTER CONTAINED IN THIS FIRST BOOK 

I. The cause of wTiting this general Discourse concerning Laws. 

II. Of that Law which God from before the beginning hath set for him- 

self to do all things by. 

III. The Law which natural agents observe, and their necessary manner 

of keeping it. 

IV. The Law which the Angels of God obey. 

V. The Law whereby IMan is in bis actions directed to the imitation of 

God. 

VI. Men’s first beginning to understand that Law. 

VII. Of Man’s Will, which is the first thing that La\^s of action are 

made to guide. 

VIII. Of the natural finding out of Laws by the light of Reason, to 
guide the Will unto that which is good 

IX. Of the benefit of keeping that Law which Reason teacheth. 

X. How Reason doth lead men unto the making of human Laws, 

whereby politic Societies are governed, and to agreement about 
Laws whereby the fellowship or communion of independent 
Societies standeth 

XI. Wherefore God hath by Scripture further made known such super- 

natural Laws as do serve for men’s direction 

XII. The cause why so many natural or rational Laws are set down in 

Holy Scripture. 

XIII. The benefit of having divine Laws written. 

XrV. The sufficiency of Scripture unto the end for which it was 
instituted. 

XV. Of Laws positive contained in Scripture, the mutability of certain 
of them, and the general use of Scripture. 

XVL A Conclusion, shewing how all this belongeth to the cause in 
question. 

1 [Of this title it may be not improper to remark, that it by no means 
conveys the same idea with the phrase commonly substituted for it, 
Hooker’s Ecclesiastical Polity. It does not profess to deliver a complete 
scheme or system, but only to contam a methodized course of observa- 
tions on those portions of Church government, wffiich seemed at the 
time most to require discussion.] 
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I. He that goeth about to persuade a multitude, that they 
are not so well governed as they ought to be, shall never 
want attentive and favourable hearers ; because they know 
the manifold defects whereunto every kind of regiment is 
subject, but the secret lets and difficulties, which in public 
proceedings are innumerable and inevitable, they have not 
ordinanly the judgment to consider. And because such as 
openly reprove supposed disorders of state are taken for 
principal friends to the common benefit of all, and for men 
that carry singular freedom of mind ; under this fair and 
plausible colour whatsoever they utter passeth for good and 
current. That which \vanteth in the weight of their speech, 
is supplied by the aptness of men’s minds to accept and 
believe it. ^\ffiereas on the other side, if we maintain things 
that are established, we have not only to strive with a number 
of heavy prejudices deeply rooted in the hearts of men, who 
think that herein we serve the time, and speak in favour of 
the present state, because thereby we either hold or seek 
preferment; but also to bear such exceptions as minds so 
averted beforehand usually take against that which they are 
loth should be poured into them, 

[2.] Albeit therefore much of that we are to speak in this 
present cause may seem to a number perhaps tedious, per- 
haps obscure, dark, and intricate ; (for many talk of the truth, 
which never sounded the depth from whence it springeth, 
and therefore when they are led thereunto they are soon 
weary, as men drawn from those beaten paths wherewith 
they have been inured ;) yet this may not so far prevail as to 
cut off that wffiich the matter itself requireth, howsoever the 
nice humour of some be therewith pleased or no. They 
unto "whom we shall seem tedious are in no wise injuried 
by us, because it is in their own hands to spare that labour 
which they are not willing to endure And if any com- 
plain of obscurity, they must consider, that in these matters 
it cometh no otherwise to pass than in sundry the works both 
of art and also of nature, where that which hath greatest 
force in the very things we see is notwithstanding itself 
oftentimes not seen. The stateliness of houses, the goodli- 
ness of trees, when we behold them delighteth the eye ; but 
that foundation which beareth up the one, that root which 
ministereth unto the other nourishment and life, is in the 
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bosom of the earth concealed ; and if there be at any time 
occasion to search into it, such labour is then more neces- 
sary than pleasant, both to them which undertake it and for 
the lookers-on. In like manner, the use and benefit of good 
laws all that live under them may enjoy with delight and 
comfort, albeit the grounds and first original causes from 
w’hence they have sprung be unknown, as to the greatest 
part of men they are. But ivhen they who withdraw their 
obedience pretend that the laws which they should obey are 
corrupt and vicious ; for better examination of their quality, 
it behoveth the very foundation and root, the highest well- 
spring and fountain of them to be discovered. Which be- 
cause we are not oftentimes accustomed to do, when we do 
it the pains we take are more needful a great deal than ac- 
ceptable, and the matters w^hich we handle seem by reason 
of newness (till the mind grow better acquainted with them) 
dark, intricate, and unfamiliar. For as much help w'hereof 
as may be in this case, I have endeavoured throughout the 
body of this whole discourse, that every former part might 
give strength unto all that follow, and eYery later bring some 
light unto all before. So that if the judgments of men do 
but hold themselves in suspense as touching these first more 
general meditations, till in order they have perused the rest 
that ensue ; w'hat may seem dark at the first will afterwards 
be found more plain, even as the later particular decisions 
will appear I doubt not more strong, when the other have 
been read before. 

[3.] The Laws of the Church, whereby for so many ages 
together we have been guided in the exercise of Christian 
religion and the service of the true God, our rites, customs, 
and orders of ecclesiastical government, are called m ques- 
tion : we are accused as men that wall not have Christ Jesus 
to rule over them, but have wilfully cast his statutes behind 
their backs, hating to be reformed and made subject unto 
the sceptre of his discipline. Behold therefore we offer the 
laws whereby we live unto the general trial and judgment of 
the whole world ; heartily beseeching Almighty God, wLom 
we desire to serve according to his own will, that both we 
and others (all kind of partial affection being clean laid 
aside) may have eyes to see and hearts to embrace the 
things that in his sight are most acceptable. 

And because the point about which we strive is the quality 
of our laws, our first entrance hereinto cannot better be made, 
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than with consideration of the nature of law in general, and 
of that law which giveth life unto all the rest which are 
commendable, just, and good; namely the law whereby 
the Eternal himself doth work. Proceeding from hence 
to the law, first of Nature, then of Scripture, we shall have 
the easier access unto those things which come after to be 
debated, concerning the particular cause and question which 
we have in hand. 

IL All things that are, have some operation not violent 
or casual. Neither doth any thing ever begin to exercise the 
same, without some fore-conceived end for which it worketh. 
And the end which it 'worketh for is not obtained, unless the 
work be also fit to obtain it by. For unto every end every 
operation will not serve. That which doth assign unto each 
thing the kind, that which doth moderate the force and 
power, that which doth appoint the form and measure, of 
working, the same we term a Lavr. So that no certain end 
could ever be attained, unless the actions whereby it is 
attained were regular ; that is to say, made suitable, fit and 
correspondent unto their end, by some canon, rule or law. 
Which thing doth first take place in the works even of God 
himself. 

[2.] All things therefore do work after a sort according 
to law : all other things according to a law, whereof some 
superior, unto whom they are subject, is author ; only the 
works and operations of God have him both for their worker, 
and for the law whereby they are wrought. The being of 
God is a kind of law to his working ; for that perfection 
which God is, giveth perfection to that he doth. Those 
natural, necessary, and internal operations of God, the 
Generation of the Son, the Proceeding of the Spirit, are 
without the compass of my present intent : which is to 
touch only such operations as have their beginning and 
being by a voluntary purpose, wherewith God hath eternally 
decreed when and how they should be. Which eternal 
decree is that we term an eternal law. 

Dangerous it were for the feeble brain of man to wade 
far into the doings of the Most High , whom although to 
know be life, and joy to make mention of his name; yet our 
soundest knowledge is to know that we know him not as 
indeed he is, neither can know him : and our safest eloquence 
concerning him is our silence, when we confess without con- 
fession that 'his glory is inexplicable, his greatness above our 
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capacity and reach. ^ He is above, and we upon earth ; 
therefore it behoveth our words to be waxy and few.‘-^ 

Our God IS one, or rather very Oneness, and mere unity, 
having nothing but itself in itself, and not consisting (as ail 
things do besides God) of many things. In which essential 
Unity of God a Trmity personal nevertheless subsisteth, 
after a manner far exceeding the possibility of man’s con- 
ceit. The works which outwardly are of God, they are in 
such sort of him being one, that each Person hath in them 
somewhat peculiar and proper. For being Three, and they 
all subsisting in the essence of one Deity ; from the Father, 
by the Son, through the Spirit, all things are. That which 
the Son doth hear of the Father, and which the Spirit doth 
receive of the Father and the Son, the same we have at the 
hands of the Spirit as being the last, and therefore the 
nearest unto us in order, although in power the same with 
the second and the first. ^ 

[3.] The wise and learned among the very heathens them- 
selves have all acknowledged some First Cause, whereupon 
originally the being of all things dependeth. Neither have 
they otherwise spoken of that cause than as an Agent, which 
knowing what and why it worketh, observeth in working 
a most exact order or law. Thus much is signified by that 
which Homer mentioneth, Ato? 8’ hrekeUro povXr}.^ Thus 
much acknowledged by Mercurius Trismegistus, Tov Trdvra 
KocrfMOv iTTOiTjarev 6 SrjfMiovpyos ov )(€pcrlv aXXd Xoyw.^ Thus 
much confest by Anaxagoras and Plato, terming the Maker 
of the world an intellectual Worker.^ Fmally the Stoics, 

^ De quo nihil dici et exprimi mortalium potis est significatione 
verbomm : qui, ut intelligaris, tacendum est ; atque, ut per umbram te 
possit errans mvestigare snspicio, nibil est omnino niutiendum.” 
Arnob adv. Gentes, I. 31. See Davison on Prophecy, p. 672, first ed.] 
^ [Eccles. V. 2.] 

^ John XVI. 13-15. lorav de eK^Zvos, rh Tlvevpa r^s aXrjdetaSf 

dSriy^crei vfias els iraarav r^v ov yap XaX'fiO'eL iavrov, aXA* 

dtra hy d.KoZ/cr'p XaX'fjcrei, ’Ekcivos ejae do^dcrei, Uri Sk rod ifiov 

X'^xperatf Kal dyayyeXeZ vpuy, Ildvra, 8 cra ^ Tiar^p, ipA icrrr 
Tovro eliroVt iaov XTi^lferaL, Ka\ avayyeXeZ vfxiv. And c. xiv. 

15. rrdvr ay t -ijKOvcra Trapa rod Ilarpls fiovy eyv^picra dpuv ] 

^ Jupiter’s counsel was accomplished, [II. A. 5.] 

® [C 7. § r ] The Creator made the whole world not with hands, 
but by reason. 

6 Stob. in Eclog. Phys. [This seems to refer to the following: 
*Aya^aylpaSy yody K. 6 <xpoy Ttoiby \_KO(rpoTroihy'\ rhv 0 e 6 y. Stob. ed. 
Canter, p. 2. Tixdra>y. . . *^yovs b ©e(^S‘. . . robrov Se Trarphs KalTTonjrod, 
rd &XXa BeZa ^yyoya.” - . . Ibid. p. 5 -] 
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although imagining the first cause of all things to be fire, 
held nevertheless, that the same fire having art, did oSoJ 
j3aSl^€Lv irrl yevineL KocrfiLovJ- They all confess therefore in 
the working of that first cause, that Counsel is used, Reason 
followed, a Way observed ; that is to say, constant Order 
and Law is kept ; whereof itself must needs be author unto 
itself. Otherwise it should have some worthier and higher 
to direct it, and so could not itself be the first Being the 
first, it can have no other than itself to be the author ot that 
law which it willingly worketh by. 

God therefore is a law both to himself, and to all other 
things besides. To himself he is a laiv in all those things, 
whereof our Saviour speaketh, saying, “ My Father worketh 
as yet, so I.” ^ God worketh nothing without cause. All 
those things which are done by him have some end for 
which they are done ; and the end for which they are done 
is a reason of his will to do them. His will had not inclined 
to create w^oman, but that he saw it could not be well if she 
were not created. JVon est bo7iU7n, “ It is not good man 
should be alone ; therefore let us make a helper for him.^^ ® 
That and nothing else is done by God, which to leave 
undone were not so good. 

If therefore it be demanded, why God having power and 
ability infinite, the effects notwithstanding of that power are 
all so limited as we see they are : the reason hereof is the 
end which he hath proposed, and the law whereby his 
wisdom hath stinted the effects of his power in such sort, 
that it doth not work infinitely, but correspondently unto 
that end for which it worketh, even ‘‘all things 
in most decent and comely sort,’^ all things in Measure, 
Number, and Weight. 

[ 4 .] The general end of God’s external working is the 
exercise of his most glorious and most abundant virtue. 
Which abundance doth shew itself in variety, and for that 
cause this variety is oftentimes in Scripture exprest by the 
name of riches,^ “ The Lord hath made all things for his 
own sake.” ^ Not that any thing is made to be beneficial 

^ Proceed by a certain and a set Way in the making of the world. 
[oi ^roiKol yoephv dehy hrocpaLvovrai, irdp reyviKby, ^oSlQov e-irl yeyiaei 

K 6 o‘fiov Ibid. 5.] 

^ John V. 17. ® Gen li. 18. 

® Ephes. 1. 7 ; Phil. iv. 19 ; Col. li. 3. 

® Prov xvi. 4. 


Sap viii. I ; XI. 20 
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unto biiTij but all things for him to shew beneficence and 
grace in them. 

The particular drift of every act proceeding externally 
from God we are iiot able to discern, and therefore cannot 
always give the proper and certain reason of his works. 
Howbeit undoubtedly a proper and certain reason^ there is 
of every finite work of God, inasmuch as there is a law 
imposed upon it ; which if there were not, it should be 
infinite, even as the worker himself is. 

[5.] They err therefore who think that of the will of God 
to do this or that there is no reason besides his will. Many 
times no reason known to us ; but that there is no reason 
thereof I judge it most unreasonable to imagine, inasmuch 
as he worketh all things Kara ti]v ^ovXi]v to9 OeXrniaro^i arrov, 
not only according to his own will, but “ the Counsel of 
his own wilL”i And ^^hatsoever is done with counsel 
or wise resolution hath of necessity some reason why it 
should be done, albeit that reason be to us in some things 
so secret, that it forceth the wit of man to starid, as the 
blessed Apostle himself doth, amazed thereat.- “O the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God I how unsearchable are his judgments,’^ &c. That 
law eternal which God himself hath made to himself, and 
thereby w’^orketh all things whereof he is the cause^ and 
author,* that law in the admirable frame whereof shineth 
with most perfect beauty the countenance of that wisdom 
which hath testified concerning herself,’^ ‘^The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of his w^ay, even before his 
works of old I was set up that law, which hath been the 
pattern to make, and is the card to guide the w^orld by ; 
that law which hath been of God and with God everlastingly i 
that law, the author and observer whereof is one only God 
to be blessed for ever : how should either men or angels be 
able perfectly to behold? The book of this law we are 
neither able nor worthy to open and look into. That little 
thereof which we darkly apprehend we admire, the rest with 
religious ignorance w^e humbly and meekly adore. 

[6.] Seeing therefore that according to this law He 
worketh, of whom, through whom, and for whom, are all 
things;''^ although there seem unto us confusion and 
disorder in the affairs of this present world : “ Tamen 

1 Ephes. 1 . II. I 33* 

3 Prov. viii. 22 ^ ^ 1 * 36- 
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quoiiiam bonus mundum rector temperat, recte fieri cuncta 
ne dubites : ” ^ “ let no man doubt but that every thing is 
well done, because the world is ruled by so good a guide,” 
as transgresseth not His own law : than which nothing can 
be more absolute, perfect, and just 

The law whereby He worketh is eternal, and therefore can 
have no show or colour of mutability : for which cause, a 
part of that law being opened in the promises which God 
hath made (because his promises are nothing else but 
declarations what God will do for the good of men) touching 
those promises the Apostle hath witnessed, that God may 
as possibly “deny himself” - and not be God, as fail to 
perform them. And concerning the counsel of God, he 
termeth it likewise a thing “unchangeable;”^ the counsel 
of God, and that law of God whereof now we speak, being 
one. 

Nor IS the freedom of the will of God any whit abated, 
let, or hindered, by means of this ; because the imposition 
of this law upon himself is his own free and voluntary act. 

This law therefore we may name eternal, being “that 
order which God before all ages hath set down with him- 
self, for himself to do all things by.” 

III. I am not ignorant that by “ law eternal ” the learned 
for the most part do understand the order, not which God 
hath eternally purposed himself in all his works to observe, 
but rather that which with himself he hath set down as 
expedient to be kept by all his creatures, according to the 
several conditions wherewith he hath endued them. They 
who thus are accustomed to speak apply the name of Law 
unto that only rule of working which superior authority 
imposeth ; whereas we somewhat more enlarging the sense 
thereof term any kind of rule or canon, whereby actions are 
framed, a law. Now that law which, as it is laid up in the 
bosom of God, they call Eternal, receiveth according unto 
the different kinds of things which are subject unto it 
different and sundry kinds of names. That part of it which 
ordereth natural agents we call usually Nature^s law ; that 
which Angels do clearly behold and without any swerving 
observe is a law Celestial and heavenly ; the law of Reason, 
that which bindeth creatures reasonable in this world, and 

^ Boet. lib. IV. de Consol. Philos, [p. 105, ed. Lugd. Bat. 1656,] 
pros. 5. 

^ 2 Tim 11. 13. 


Heb. vi. 17. 
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with which by reason they may most plainly perceive them- 
selves bound ; that which bmdeth them, and is not known 
but by special revelation from God, Divine law ; Human 
law, that which out of the law either of reason or of God 
men probably gathering^to be expedient, they make it a law. 
All things therefore, which are as they ought to be, are con- 
formed unto t/iis seccmd law eternal ^ and even those things 
which to^this eternal law are not conformable are notwith- 
standing in some sort ordered by the first eternal law, For 
what good or evil is there under the sun, what action 
correspondent or repugnant unto the law which God hath 
imposed upon his creatures, but in or upon it God doth 
work according to the law which himself hath eternally pur- 
posed to keep ; that is to say, the first law eternal / So 
that a twofold law eternal being thus made, it is not hard to 
conceive how they both take place in all things.^ 

[2.] Wherefore to come to the law of nature : albeit 
thereby w’e sometimes mean that manner of working which 
God hath set for each created thing to keep ; yet forasmuch 
as those things are termed most properly natural agents, 
which keep the law of their kind unwittingly, as the heavens 
and elements of the world, ’which can do no otherwise than 
they do ; and forasmuch as we give unto intellectual natures 
the name of Voluntary agents, that so we may distinguish 
them from the other ; expedient it will be, that we sever the 
law of nature observed by the one from that which the other 
is tied unto. Touching the former, their strict keeping of 
one tenure, statute, and law, is spoken of by all, but hath in 
it more than men have as yet attained to know, or perhaps 
ever shall attain, seeing the travail of wading herein is given 

^ “Id omne, quod in rebus creatis fit, est materia legis setera^. ’ 
Th. L I, 2. q. 93, art. 4, 5, 6. [Thom. Aqmn. Opp xL 202 ] “ Nullo 

modo aliquid legibus summi Creatoris ordinationique subtrahitur, a quo 
pax universitatis administratur.” August, de Civit. Dei, lib. xix. cap. 
12. [t. VII. 55 ^*] Imruo et peccatum, quatenus aDeojustepermittitur, 
cadit m legem asternam Etiam legi asternse subjicitur peccatum, 
quatenus voluntaria legis transgressio poenale quoddam mcommodum 
ammse mserit, juxta illud Augustim, “ Jussisti Domine, et sic est, ut 
pcena sua sibi sit omms animus inordmatus.” Confes. lib 1. cap. 12. 
[t. I. 77.] Nec male scholastici, “ Quemadmodum,” mqmunt, “vide- 
mus res naturales contmgentes, hoc ipso quod a fine particulari suo 
atque adeo a lege seterna exorbitant, in eandem legem seternam incidere, 
quatenus consequuntur ahum finem a lege etiam seterna ipsis in casu 
particulari constitutum ; sic verisimile est homines, etiam cum peccant 
-et desciscunt a lege aeterna ut praecipiente, reincidere in ordinem seternse 
legis ut punientis.” 
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of God to the sons of menj"^ that perceiving how much the 
least thing in the world hath in it more than the wdsest are 
able to reach unto, they may by this means learn humility. 
IMoses, m describing the work of ci eation, attributeth speech 
unto God : ‘‘ God said. Let there be light * let there be a 
firmament : let the waters under the heaven be gathered 
together into one place : let the earth bring forth : let there 
be lights in the firmament of heaven.^^ Was this only the 
intent of Closes, to signify the infinite greatness of God's 
power by the easiness of his accomplishing such effects, 
without travail pain, or labour? Surely it seemeth that 
JMoses had herein besides this a further purpose, namely, 
first to teach that God did not work as a necessary but a 
voluntary agent, intending beforehand and decreeing with 
himself that which did outwardly proceed from him * 
secondly, to shew that God did then institute a law natural 
to be observed by creatures, and therefore according to the 
manner of laws, the institution thereof is described, as being 
established by solemn injunction. His commanding those 
things to be which are, and to be in such sort as they are, to 
keep that tenure and course which they do, importeth the 
establishment of nature’s law. This world’s first creation, 
and the preservation since of things created, what is it but 
only so far forth a manifestation by execution, what the 
eternal law of God is concerning things natural ? And as 
it cometh to pass in a kingdom rightly ordered, that after 
a law is once published, it presently takes effect far and 
wide, all states framing themselves thereunto; even so let 
us think it fareth in the natural course of the world : since 
the time that God did first proclaim the edicts of his law upon 
it, heaven and earth have hearkened unto his voice, and 
their labour hath been to do his will : He “ made a law for the 

^ [Eccles. III. 9, 10. “ I have seen the travail which God hath 

given to the sons of men to be exercised m it He hath made every 
thing beautiful m his time : also he hath set the world in their heart, 
so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the 
beginning to the end ” 

Compare the use which Lord Bacon has made ot the same text, 
Advancement of Learning, b li. “ Knowledges are as pyramids, whereof 
history is the basis. So of natural philosophy, the basis is natural 
histoiy ; the stage next the basis is physic ; the stage next the vertical 
point is metaphysic. As for the vertical point, Oj>zis, quod operatur 
Deus a principto usque ad fine?n^ the summary law of nature, we know 
not whether man’s inquir}^ can attain unto it” Works, I p. 104, 8vo. 
London, 1803 ] 
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rain ; He ga\e his '^decree unto the sea, that the waters 
should not pass his commandment. ’ - Xow if nature 
should intermit her course, and leave altogether though it 
were but for a while the observation of her own laws; if 
those principal and mother elements of the world, whereof 
ail things in this lower world are made, should lose the 
qualities which now they have ; if the frame of that heavenly 
arch erected over our heads should loosen and dissolve itself ; 
if celestial spheres should forget their wonted motions, and 
by irregular volubility turn themselves any way as it might 
happen ; if the prince of the lights of heaven, 'which now as 
a giant doth run his unwearied course,^ should as it were 
through a languishing faintness begin to stand and to rest 
himself ; if the moon should wander from her beaten way, 
the times and seasons of the year blend themselves by 
disordered and confused mixture, the winds breathe out their 
last gasp, the clouds yield no rain, the earth be defeated of 
heavenly influence, the fruits of the earth pine away as 
children at the withered breasts of their mother no longer 
able to yield them relief w'hat would become of man him- 
self, whom these things now do all serve? See we not 
plainly that obedience of creatures unto the law of nature is 
the stay of the whole world ? 

[3.] Notwithstanding with nature it cometh sometimes to 

1 Qob xxvm. 26.] - [Jer v. 22 ] ^ Psalm xix. 5. 

^ [Hooker seems to have had in his mind the following passage : 

‘‘Postquam esse nomen m terris Chnstianae rehgionis occoepit, 
quidnam musitatum, quid incognitum, quid contra leges principaliter 
mstitutas aut sensit aut passa est reruni ipsa quae dicitur appellaturque 
Natuia^ Nunquid in contiarias qualitates prima ilia elenienta mutata 
sunt, ex quibus res omnes consensum est esse concretas^ Nunquid 
machmre hujus, et molis, qua universi tegimur et continemur inclusi, 
parte est in aliqua relaxata aut dissoluta constructio ? Nunquid vertigo 
hc-ec mundi, primogemi motus moderamen excedens, aut tardius repere, 
aut praecipiti coepit volubilxtate raptari? Nunquid ab occiduis partibus 
attollere se astra, atque in ortus fieri signorum coepta est inchnatio? 
Nunquid ipse sydeium sol princeps, cujus omnia luce vestmntur atque 
anunantur, calore exaisit, intepuit, atque m contranos habitus modera- 
minis solid temperamenta corrupit ^ Nunquid luna desivit redintegrare 
seipsam, atque in veteres formas, novellarum semper restitutione, 
traducere^ Nunquid frigora, nunquid calores, nunquid tepores medii, 
in^qualmm temporum confusiombus occiderunt? Nunquid longos 
habere dies hruma, et revocare tardissimas luces nox coepit sestatis^ 
Nunquid siias animas expiraverunt venti ? emortuisque fiamimbus neque 
coelum coarctatur m nubila, nec madidari ex imbribus arva suescunt ? 
Commendata semina tellus recusat acciper®? aut frondescere arbores 
nolunt ? Arnob. adv. Gent. I. 2.] 
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pass as with art. Let Phidias have rude and obstinate stuff 
to carve, though his art do that it should, his work will lack 
that beauty which otherwise in fitter matter it might have 
had. He that striketh an instrument vuth skill may cause 
notwithstanding a very unpleasant sound, if the string whereon 
he striketh chance to be uncapable of harmony. In the 
matter whereof things natural consist, that of Theophrastus 
taketh place, IIoAv to ov)( viraKOvov ovSe Sexoj^^^ov to 
“Much of it is oftentimes such as will by no means yield 
to receive that impression which were best and most perfect.” 
Which defect in the matter of things natural, they who gave 
themselves unto the contemplation of nature amongst the 
heathen observed often ; but the true original cause thereof, 
divine malediction, laid for the sin of man upon these 
creatures which God had made for the use of man, this 
being an article of that saving truth which 'God hath revealed 
unto his Church, was above the reach of their merely natural 
capacity and understanding. But howsoever these swervings 
are now and then incident into the course of nature, never- 
theless so constantly the laws of nature are by natural agents 
observed, that no man denieth but those things which 
nature worketh are wrought, either always or for the most 
part, after one and the same manner.^ 

[4.] If here it be demanded what that is which keepeth 
nature in obedience to her own law, we must have recourse 
to that higher law whereof we have already spoken, and 
because all other laws do thereon depend, from thence we 
must borrow so much as shall need for brief resolution in 
this point. Although we are not of opinion therefore, as 
some are, that nature in working hath before her certain 
exemplary draughts or patterns, which subsisting in the 
bosom of the Highest, and being thence discovered, she 
fixeth her eye upon them, as travellers by sea upon the 
pole-star of the world, and that according thereunto she 
guideth her hand to work by imitation : although we rather 
embrace the oracle of Hippocrates, ^ that “ each thing both 

1 Theophrast. in Metaph. [p. 271, 1 . 10, ed Basil, 1541 ] 

^ Anst Rhet. 1. cap. 39 yap alelf ^ iiriTowoKh tSxraiJrcoy 
arro^alpet, ] 

^ TreTrpcofiePTjP fioipriv %Ka(TTov iKTrXijpoT «ral eirl rh KctX iirl rh 

jUL€LOP ... 5 Tp'fjo'crovcnv ovK otdacny, h Se Trp’l]cr<rov(n doKeovartv eldevai, 
Kat & p-hy dpacTL ov ycydocncovarL [p. 342, 48. ed. Genev 1657* It 
need hardly he observed, that the beginning of the sentence alludes to 
Plato’s doctrine ] 
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in small and in great fnlfilleth the task which destiny hath 
set do-vm ; ” and concerning the manner of executing and 
fulfilling the same, “ what they do they know not, yet is it 
in show and appearance as though they did know what they 
do ; and the truth is they do not discern the things which 
they look on . nevertheless, forasmuch as the w^orks of 
nature are no less exact, than if she did both behold and 
study how to express some absolute shape or mirror always 
present before her; yea, such her dexterity and skill ap- 
peareth, that no intellectual creature in the world were able 
by capacity to do that which nature doth without capacity 
and knowledge ; it cannot be but nature hath some director 
of infinite knowledge to guide her in all her w^ays. Who 
the guide of nature, but only the God of nature ? In Him 
we live, move, and aref'^ Those things which nature is 
said to do, are by divine art performed, using nature as an 
instrument ; nor is there any such art or knowledge divine 
in nature herself working, but in the Guide of nature's 
work. 

Whereas therefore things natural w'hich are not in the 
number of voluntary agents, (for of such only we now speak, 
and of no other,) do so necessarily observe their certain 
laws, that 'as long as they keep those forms ^ which give 
them their being, they cannot possibly be apt or inclinable 
to do otherwise than they do ; seeing the kinds of their 
operations are both constantly and exactly framed according 
to the several ends for which they serv’e, they themselves in 
the meanwhile, though doing that which is fit, yet knowing 
neither what they do, nor why : it followeth that all which 
they do in this sort proceedeth originally from some such 
agent, as knoweth, appointeth, holdeth up, and even actually 
frameth the same. 

The manner of this divine efficiency, being far above us, 
we are no more able to conceive by our reason, than 
creatures unreasonable by their sense are able to apprehend 
after what manner we dispose and order the course of our 
affairs. Only thus much is discerned, that the natural 
generation and process of all things receiveth order of pro- 

^ Acts xvii. 28. 

^ Form in other creatures is a thing proportionable unto the soul in 
living creatures. Sensible it is not, nor otherwise discernible than only 
by effects. According to the diversity of inward forms, things of the 
wprld ^tre distinguished into their kinds. 



i6o The Law Natural Agents observe 

ceediiig from the settled stability of divine understanding. 
This appointeth unto them their kinds of working ; the 
disposition whereof in the purity of God’s own knowledge 
and will is rightly termed by the name of Providence. The 
same being referred unto the things themselves here disposed 
by it, was wont by the ancient to be called natural Destiny. 
That law, the performance whereof we behold in things 
natural, is as it ’were an authentical or an original draught 
written in the bosom of God himself ; whose Spirit being to 
execute the same useth every particular nature, every mere 
natural agent, only as an instrument created at the begin- 
ning, and ever since the beginning used, to work his own 
will and pleasure withal. Nature therefore is nothing else 
but God’s instrument : ^ in the course whereof Dionysius 
perceiving some sudden disturbance is said to have cried 
out, “Aut Deus naturse patitur, aut mundi machina dis- 
solvetur ; ” ^ either God doth suffer impediment, and is by 
a greater than himself hindered ; or if that be impossible, 
then hath he determined to make a present dissolution of 
the world ; the execution of that law beginning now to stand 
still, without which the world cannot stand.” 

This workman, whose servitor nature is, being in truth 
but only one, the heathens imagining to be moe, gave him 
in the sky the name of Jupiter, in the air the name of Juno, 
in the water the name of Neptune, in the earth the name of 
Vesta and sometimes of Ceres, the name of iVpollo in the 
sun, in the moon the name of Diana, the name of ^-Dolus 
and divers others in the winds ; and to conclude, even so 
many guides of nature they dreamed of, as they saw there 
were kinds of things natural m the world. These they 
honoured, as having power to work or cease accordingly as 
men deserved of them. But unto us there is one only^ 
Guide of all agents natural, and he both the Creator and 

^ Vide Thom, in Compend. Theol. cap 3. Omne quod movetur 
ab aliquo est quasi instramentum quoddam primi nioventis Ridiculum 
est autem, etiam apud indoctos, ponere, instrumentum moveri non ab 
abquo pnncipali agente.’’ [t. xvii. fob 10 ] 

2 [Vid. Breviar Roman 9 Oct. ‘^Dionysius. . unus ex Areopagitis 
. , . cum adhuc in Gentilitatis eriore versaretur, eo die quo Christus 
Dommus cruci affixus est, solem prseter naturam defecisse animad- 
vertens, exclamasse traditur : ‘aut Deus,’ &c ” Suidas (in Dionysio) 
makes him say, Th 0e?oy Trdtrx^h ^ TrdcrxovrL crvfiTrdcrx^^' Michael 
Syngelus in Encomio ; 'O dyvoocrros, eprj, crapKl Trdcrx^t Beds. Apud, 
Opp S. Dionys. II. 213. See also, p. 91, 253-259 ] 

^ [Suggested by i Cor. viii. 6. Tjfuv els ©ebs, 6 Ilari^p.] 
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the Worker of all m all alone to be blessed, adored and 
honoured by all for ever. 

[5.] That which hitherto hath been spoken coiiceriieth 
natural agents considered in themselves. But we must 
further remember also, (which thing to touch in a word 
shall suffice,) that as in this respect they have their law, 
which law directeth them in the means whereby they tend 
to their own perfection • so likewise another law there is, 
w'hich toucheth them as they are sociable parts united into 
one body ; a law which bindeth them each to serve unto 
otheds good, and all to prefer the good of the whole before 
whatsoever their own particular ; as we plainly see they do, 
when things natural in that regard forget their ordinary 
natural wont ; that which is heavy mounting sometime up- 
wards of Its own accord, and forsaking the centre of the 
earth which to itself is most natural, even as if it did hear 
itself commanded to let go the good it privately wisheth, 
and to relieve the present distress of nature in common. 

IV. But now that we may lift up our eyes (as it were) 
from the footstool to the throne of God, and leaving these 
natural, consider a little the state of heavenly and divine 
creatures ; touching Angels, which are spirits ^ immaterial 
and intellectual, the glorious inhabitants of those sacred 
palaces, where nothing but light and blessed immortality, 
no shadow of matter for tears, discontentments, griefs, and 
uncomfortable passions to work upon, but all joy, tran- 
quillity, and peace, even for ever and ever doth dwell : as 
in number and order they are huge, mighty, and royal 
armies,'^ so likewise in perfection of obedience unto that law, 
which the Highest, whom they adore, love, and imitate, 
hath imposed upon them, such observants they are thereof, 
that our Saviour himself being to set down the perfect idea 
of that which we are to pray and wish for on earth, did not 
teach to pray or wish for more than only that here it might 
be with us, as with them it is in heaven.^ God which 
moveth mere natural agents as an efficient only, doth other- 
wise move intellectual creatures, and especially his holy 
angels : for beholding the face of God,^ in admiration of 
so great excellency they all adore him , and being rapt with 
the love of his beauty, they cleave inseparably for ever unto 

^ Psalm CIV. 4 ; Heh. i. 7 ; Ephes. lii. 10. 

Dan. vii. 10 ; Matt xxvi. 53 , Heh. xii 22 ; Luke li. 13 
Matt VI. 10 ^ Matt xvni- 10. 

VOL. I. G 
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him. Desire to resemble him in goodness maketh them 
iinweanable and even unsatiable in their longing to do by 
all means all manner good unto all the creatures of God,^ 
but especially unto the children of men : - in the counten- 
ance of whose nature, looking downward, they behold them- 
selves beneath themsehes ; e%’en as upward, in God, beneath 
whom themselves are, they see that character which is no 
where but in themselves and us resembled. Thus far even 
the paynims have approached , thus far they have seen into 
the doings of the angels of God ,* Orpheus confessing, that 
‘ ^ the fiery throne of God is attended on by those most 
industrious angels, careful how all things are performed 
amongst men; and the Mirror of human wisdom plainly 
teaching, that God moveth angels, even as that thing doth 
stir man’s heart, which is thereunto presented amiable.”^ 
Angelical actions may therefore be reduced unto these three 
general kinds first, most delectable love arising from the 
visible apprehension of the purity, glory, and beauty of 
God, invisible saving only unto spirits that are pure : ^ 
secondly, adoration grounded upon the evidence of the 
greatness of God, on whom they see how all things depend ; ^ 
thirdly, imitation," bred by the presence of his exemplary 
goodness, who ceaseth not before them daily to fill heaven 

^ [“ How oft do they their silver bowers leave, 

To come to succour us, that succour want ! 

How oft do they with golden pinions cleave 
The flitting skies, like flying pursuivant. 

Against foul fiends to aid us militant! 

They for us fight, they watch and duly W’ard, 

And their bright squadrons round about us plant, 

And all for love, and nothing for reward — 

O why should heavenly God to men have such regard ^ ” 

Fairy Queen, II viii 2. 

The three first books of the Fairy Queen were published 1590. Spenser 
died 1 59S ] 

^ Psalm xci II, 12 ; Luke xv. 7 ; Heb. 1, 14 ; Acts x 3 ; Dan. ix. 
23 ; Matt x\nii 10 ; Dan. iv. 13. 

^ 2^ Se OpSpcp Tvvp6evTi Trap^crracnv TtoXifJ.oxQoi 
^Ayy^Koi, oTctl fjLefi7]\e ^poroTs irdvra reXeirai. 

[Fragm 111 ex Clem. Alex. Strom. V. p 824, 8,] 

^ Anst. Metaph 1 xii. c. 7. [‘^Movet ut amatum : moto vero, aha 
moventur ” Ap. Thom. Aquin. t IV. fol. 159, ed. Venet 1593.] 

^ Job xxxvni 7 ; Matt, xviii. 10 
^ Psalm cxlviii. 2 ; Heb i 6 ; Isa. vi. 3. 

This is intimated wheresoever we find them termed “the sons of 
God,” as Job 1. 6, and xxxvui. 7 
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and earth with the rich treasures of most free and 
undeserved grace. 

[2.] Of angels, we are not to consider only what they are 
and do in regard of their own being, but that also which 
conceriieth them as they are linked into a kind of corpora- 
tion amongst themselves, and of society or fellowship with 
men. Consider angels each of them severally in himself, 
and their law is that which the prophet David mentioiieth, 
“All ye his angels praise himf’^ Consider the angels of 
God associated, and their law is that w^hich disposeth them 
as an army, one in order and degree above another.- Con- 
sider finally the angels as having with ns that communion 
which the apostle to the Hebrews noteth, and in regard 
whereof angels have not disdained to profess themselves 
our “ fellow-servants ; ’’ from hence there springeth up a third 
law, which bindeth them to -works of ministerial employ- 
men t.® Every of which their several functions are by them 
performed with joy. 

[3.] A part of the angels of God notwithstanding (w^e 
know) have fallen,'^ and that their fall hath been through 
the voluntary breach of that lawu which did require at their 
hands continuance in the exercise of their high and admir- 
able \irtue. Impossible it was that ever their will should 
change or incline to remit any part of their duty, without 
some object having force to avert their conceit from God, 
and to draw^ it another way ; and that before they attained 
that high perfection of bliss, wherein now the elect angels ^ 
are without possibility of falling Of any thing more than 
of God they could not by any means like, as long as what- 
soever they knew besides God they apprehended it not m 
itself without dependency upon God ; because so long 
God must needs seem infinitely better than any thing which 
they so could apprehend. Things beneath them could not 
in such sort be presented unto their eyes, but that therein 
they must needs see always how those things did depend on 
God. It seemeth therefore that there was no other way for 
angels to sin, but by reflex of their understanding upon 
themselves ; when being held with admiration of their own 
sublimity and honour, the memory of their subordination 
unto God and their dependency on him was drowned in 

1 Ps cxlvm 2 ^ Luke n 13 ; Matt, xxvi 53. 

^ Heb. xii. 22 ; Apoc. xxii 9, ^2 Pet. li. 4 ; Jude 6. 

^ [i Tun. V 21.] 
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this conceit whereupon their adoration, love, and imitation 
of God could not choose but be also interrupted- The fall 
of angels therefore ■was pride.^ Since their fall, their prac- 
tices have been the clean contrary unto those before men- 
tioned.- For being dispersed, some in the air, some on the 
earth, some in the whaler, some among the minerals, dens, 
and caves, that are under the earth ; they have by all means 
laboured to effect a universal rebellion against the laws, and 
as far as in them lieth utter destruction of the works of God. 
These wicked spirits the heathens honoured instead of gods, 
both generally under the name of dii mferi^ “ gods infernal , ” 
and particularly, some in oracles, some in idols, some as 
household gods, some as nymphs : in a word, no foul and 
wicked spirit which was not one w^ay or other honoured of 
men as God, till such time as light appeared in the w^orld 
and dissolved the works of the Devil. Thus much therefore 
may suffice for angels, the next unto whom m degree are 
men. 

V. God alone excepted, wrho actually and everlastingly is 
whatsoever he may be, and which cannot hereafter be that 
which no’w he is not ; ^ all other things besides are some- 
what in possibility, which as yet they are not in act. And 
for this cause there is in all things an appetite or desire, 
whereby they incline to something which they may be; 
and when they are it, they shall be perfecter than now 
they are. All which perfections are contained under the 
general name of Goodness. And because there is not in 
the world any thing whereby another may not some way 
be made the perfecter, therefore all things that are, are 
good. 

^ But pride, impatient of long resting peace, 

Did puff them up with greedy bold ambition, 

That they gan cast their state how to increase 
Above the fortune of their first condition. 

And sit m God’s own seat without commission : 

The brightest angel, even the child of light. 

Drew milhons more against their God to fight.” 

Spenser’s Hymn on Heavenly Love, published 1596.] 

^ John viii. 44; I Peter v 8 ; Apoc. ix ii ; Gen. in. 15 ; i Chron. 
xxi. I ; Job 1, 7 and li. 2 ; John xm. 27 ; Acts v. 3 ; Apoc. xx. 8 . 

^ Let him know, that I have considered, that God only is what he 
would be , and that I am by his grace become now so like him, as to be 
pleased with what pleaseth him.” Walton’s Life of Herbett, p 321. 
ed. 1675.] 
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[2.] Again, sith there can be no goodness desired which 
proceedeth not from God himself, as from the supreme 
cause of all things ; and every effect doth after a sort 
contain, at leastwise resemble, the cause from which it 
proceedeth ■ all things in the world are said in some sort to 
seek the highest, and to covet more or less the participation 
of God himself.^ Yet this doth no where so much appear 
as It doth in man, because there are so many kinds of 
perfections which man seeketh. The first degree of good- 
ness is that general perfection which all things do seek, in 
desiring the continuance of their being. All things there- 
fore coveting as much as may be to be like unto God in 
being ever, that which cannot hereunto attain personally 
doth seek to continue itself another way, that is by offspring 
and propagation. The next degree of goodness is that 
which each thing coveteth by affecting resemblance with 
God in the constancy and excellency of those operations 
which belong unto their kind. The immutability of God 
they strive unto, by working either always or for the most 
part after one and the same manner ; his absolute exactness 
they imitate, by tending unto that which is most exquisite 
in every particular. Hence have arisen a number of axioms 
in philosophy,^ shewing how “the works of nature do 
always aim at that which cannot be bettered.^' 

[3.] These two kinds of goodness rehearsed are so nearly 
united to the things themselves which desire them, that we 
scarcely perceive the appetite to stir in reaching forth her 
hand towards them. But the desire of those perfections 
which grow externally is more apparent ; especially of such 
as are not expressly desired unless they be first known, or 
such as are not for any other cause than for knowledge itself 
desired. Concerning perfections in this kind; that by 
proceeding in the knowledge of truth, and by growing in 
the exercise of virtue, man amongst the creatures of this 
inferior world aspireth to the greatest conformity with God ; 
this is not only known unto us, whom he himself hath so 
instructed,^ but even they do acknowledge, who amongst 

^ Tldvra yhp iaelvov opeyerat Arist de An. lib. 11. cap. 4 1* 

390 ed. Lngd. 1590 ] 

^ ’Ex/ rots <pTLKT€i Set rh ^ 4 \tlov, lav ipdexv'raf- vTrdpx^i^) fiakXov' 4 } 
(p^KTis del TTOict rav ivdexop-^yoiv rh f^eKrictrov. Arist. 2. de ccel. cap 5* 
[t. 1 p 283.] 
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men are not judged the nearest unto him. With Plato 
what one thing more usual, than to excite men unto love 
of wisdom, by shewing how much wise men aie thereby 
exalted above men, how knowledge doth raise them up 
into heaven ; how it maketh them, though not gods, yet as 
gods, high, admiiable, and divine? And Mercurius Tris- 
megistus speaking of the virtues of a righteous soul,^ “ Such 
spirits” (saith he) ‘‘are never cloyed with praising and 
speaking well of all men, with doing good unto every one 
by word and deed, because they study to frame themselves 
according to the pattern of the Father of spirits.” 

VL In the matter of knowledge, there is between the 
angels of God and the children of men this difference : 
angels already have full and complete knowledge in the 
highest degree that can be imparted unto them ; men, if we 
view them in their spring, are at the first without under- 
standing or knowledge at all ^ Nevertheless from this utter 
vacuity they grow by degrees, till they come at length to be 
even as the angels themselves are. That which agreeth to 
the one now, the other shall attain unto in the end , they are 
not so far disjoined and severed, but that they come at 
length to meet. The soul of man being therefore at the 
first as a book, wherein nothing is and yet all things may 
be imprinted ; we are to search by what steps and degrees 
it riseth unto perfection of knowledge. 

[2.] Unto that which hath been already set down concern- 
ing natural agents this v>re must add, that albeit therein we 
have comprised as well creatuies living as void of life, if 
they be in degree of nature beneath men ,* nevertheless a 
difference we must observe between those natural agents 
that work altogether unwittingly, and those which have 
though weak yet some undei standing what they do, as 
fishes, fowls, and beasts have. Beasts arc in sensible 
capacity as npe even as men themselves, perhaps more 
ripe. For as stones, though in dignity of nature inferior 
unto plants, yet exceed them m firmness of strength or 
durability of being, and plants, though beneath the ex- 
cellency of creatuies endued with sense, yet exceed them in 
the faculty of vegetation and of fertility : so beasts, though 

^ 'H roiavrr} xf/v^h K6pov ouScTrore ^frvovera ev^Tj/xovord re vdvras 
dyOpdTTovs, ml \6yois ml fyyois ‘rrdvras [wdpTays} evvotovera, /xijULOv/uitpr} 
avr7)s rhp Trardpa [c. 10. § 21.1 l^h. IV. f 12. 

^ Vide Isa vu 16 
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Otherwise behind men, mg,y notwithstanding in actions of 
sense and fancy go beyond them , because the endeavours 
of nature, when it hath a higher perfection to seek, are in 
lower the more remiss, not esteeming thereof so much as 
those things do, which have no better proposed unto them. 

[3.] The soul of man therefore being capable of a more 
divine perfection, hath (besides the faculties of growing 
unto sensible knowledge which is common unto us with 
beasts) a further ability, whereof in them there is no show 
at all, the ability of reaching higher than unto sensible 
things.^ Till we grow to some ripeness of years, the soul 
of man doth only store itself with conceits of things of 
inferior and more open quality, which afterwards do serve as 
instruments unto that which is greater ; in the meanwhile 
above the reach of meaner creatures it ascendeth not. 
When once it comprehendeth any thing above this, as the 
differences of time, affirmations, negations, and contradic- 
tions m speech, we then count it to have some use of 
natural reason. Whereunto if afterwards there might be 
added the right helps of true art and learning (which helps, 
I must plainly confess, this age of the world, carrying the 
name of a learned age, doth neither much know nor greatly 
regard), there would undoubtedly be almost as great 
difference m maturity of judgment between men therewith 
inured, and that which now men are, as between men that 
are now and innocents. ) Which speech if any condemn, as 
being over hyperbolical, let them consider but this one 
thing ' no art is at the first finding out so perfect as industry 
may after make it; yet the very first man that to any 
purpose knew the way we speak of ^ and followed it, hath 
alone thereby performed more very near in all parts of 
natural knowledge, than sithence in any one part thereof 
the^ whole world besides hath done. 

[4.] In the poverty of that other new devised aid ^ two 


^ *0 ^udpccjTos eh rhp ovpavhv auaBahei, tml fierpei avrhp, Kal olBe 
TTola /uhp icrrlp avrtp avrov] irtna Se ruTreiph, real rh &X\a 

Trdvra hicpi^Sos fiavOdpei. Kal rh irdprcop /iiel^op, ovSe r^p yyjp Karahmdtp 
&pca ylperai, Merc. Tris. [c 10. fin.] lib iv. £ 12 
^ Aiistolelical Demonstration 

^ Ramistry. [Peter Ramus was bom in Picardy, 1515. He was a 
kmd oi self-taught poison, who rose to eminence in the imiveisity of 
Pans. In 1543, he published “ Institutiones Dialectics,” and alioul 
the same time “ Animadversiones Aiistolchcs.” He was silenced aftei 
disputation, but allowed the next year to lectiue in Rhetoric, and in 
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things there are notwithstanding singular. Of marvellous 
quick dispatch it is, and doth shew them that have it as 
much almost in three days, as if it dwell threescore years 
with them. Again, because the curiosity of man’s wit doth 
many times with peril wade farther in the search of things 
than were convenient , the same is thereby restrained unto 
such generalities as every where offering themselves are 
apparent unto men of the weakest conceit that need be. So 
as following the rules and precepts thereof, we may define 
it to be, an Art which teacheth the way of speedy discourse, 
and restraineth the mind of man that it may not wax over- 
wise. 

[5.] Education and instruction are the means, the one by 
use, the other by precept, to make our natural faculty of 
reason both the better and the sooner able to judge rightly 
between truth and error, good and evil. But at what time 
a man may be said to have attained so far forth the use of 
reason, as sufficeth to make him capable of those Laws, 
whereby he is then bound to guide his actions ; this is a 
great deal more easy for common sense to discern, than for 

1552 was made Piofessor of Eloquence and Philosophy, probably 
through the Cardinal of Loirame’s influence. In 1562 he was ejected, 
and continued moie or less unsettled till 1572, when he lost his life 111 
the massacre of St. Bartholomew. (Biucker, Plist Phil. v. 54S-585. 
Lips 1766 ) Strype, Ann III 1. 500, says, “ About this time (1585) 
and somewhat before, another great contest aiosc in both universities, 
concerning the two philosophers, Aristotle and Ramus, then chiefly 
lead, and which of them was rathei to be studied ” See also Ann 11 . 
11. 405. (1580.) “Everard Digby had writ somewhat dialogue-wise 
against Ramus’s Umca Methodm^ which in those limes prevailed much ,* 
and perhaps brought into that college (St. John’s, Cambridge) to be 
read ; the rathei, Ramus being a protestant as well as a learned man ” 
PIis institutes of Logic, expanded and illustrated, may be seen m 
hlilton’s Prose Works, by Symmons, VI. 195-353. Le seems to have 
fallen into the common eiior of confounding rhetorical airangement 
with logic. Of the value of his theory the following was Bacon’s 
opinion: “Dc Umca Methodo, ct dichotomiis perpetuis nihil attinct 
diceie . fmt enim nubecula qiiccdam doctiintv, qum cito transnt ; les 
simul et levis et scientiis damnosissima. Pkenim hujusmodi homines, 
cum mcthodi suoe legibus res toiqucant, et qumcumquc in dichotoimas 
illas non aple cadunt, aut omittant, aut pircter naturam mdcctant, hoc 
efficiimt, ut quasi nuclei et grana scientiarum exsiUant, ipsi aiidas 
tantiim et deseitas siliqiias stringaut.” l^'uither on ui the same chapter 
he specifies Ramus as the patron of the method alluded to. De Augm. 
Scient. VI. 2 In his Impetus Philosophic!, c 2, he says, Nullum 
mihi comuiercium cum hoc ignoiantiai latibulo, peimckxsissima hteiaumi 
tinea, compcndiorum patre,” &c. Works, IX. 304. 8'’ Loncl. 1803. 
Andrew Melvm was a pupil of Ramus. Zouch’s Walton, 11 134.] 
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any man by skill and learning to determine , even as it is 
not in philosophers, who best know the nature both of fire 
and of gold, to teach what degree of the one will serve to 
purify the other, so w'ell as the artisan who doth this by 
fire discerneth by sense when the fire hath that degree of 
heat which sufficeth for his purpose. 

VIL By reason man attaineth unto the knowledge of 
things that are and are not sensible. It resteth therefore 
that we search how man attaineth unto the knowledge of 
such things unsensible as are to be known that they may 
be done. Seeing then that nothing can move unless there 
be some end, the desire whereof provoketh unto motion ; 
how should that divine power of the soul, that spirit of 
our mind,” ^ as the Apostle termeth it, ever stir itself unto 
action, unless it have also the like spur? The end for 
which we are moved to work, is sometimes the goodness 
which we conceive of the very working itself, without any 
further respect at all ; and the cause that procureth action 
is the mere desire of action, no other good besides being 
thereby intended. Of certain turbulent wits it is said, 
“ nils quieta movere magna merces videbatur : ” ^ they 
thought the very disturbance of things established an hire 
sufficient to set them on work. Sometimes that which 
we do is referred to a further end, without the desire 
whereof we would leave the same undone ; as in their 
actions that gave alms to purchase thereby the praise of 
men.^ 

[2.] Man in perfection of nature being made according 
to the likeness of his Maker resembleth him also in the 
manner of working , so that whatsoever we work as men, 
the same we do wittingly work and freely , neither are we 
according to the manner of natural agents any way so tied, 
but that It IS in our power to leave the things we do undone. 
The good which either is gotten by doing, or which con- 
sisteth in the very doing itself, causeth not action, unless 
apprehending it as good we so like and desire it : that we 
do unto any such end, the same we choose and prefer 
before the leaving of it undone. Choice there is not, 
unless the thing which we take be so in our power that we 
might have refused and left it. If fire consume the stubble, 
it chooseth not so to do, because the nature thereof is such 
that it can do no other. To choose is to will one thing 

^ Kph iv. 23. - Sallust. [Cal, 21.] ’ Malt, vi 2. 
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before another. And to will is to bend our souls to the 
having or doing of that which they see to be good. Good- 
ness is seen with the eye of the understanding. And the 
light of that eye, is reason. So that two principal fountains 
there are of human action, Knowledge and Will; which 
Will, in things tending towards any end, is termed Choice.^ 
Concerning Knowledge, “ Behold, (saith Moses, I have 
set before you this day good and evil, life and death.'’ 
Concerning Will, he addeth immediately, Choose life ; ” 
that is to say, the things that tend unto life, them choose. 

[3 ] But of one thing we must have special care, as being 
a matter of no small moment , and that is, how the Will, 
properly and strictly taken, as it is of things which are 
referred unto the end that man desireth, differeth greatly 
from that inferior natural desire which we call Appetite. 
The object of Appetite is whatsoever sensible good may be 
wished for , the object of Will is that good which Reason 
doth lead us to seek. Affections, as joy, and grief, and fear, 
and anger, with such like, being as it were the sundij 
fashions and forms of Appetite, can neither rise at the conceit 
of a thing indifferent, nor yet choose but rise at the sight of 
some things. Wherefore it is not altogether in our power, 
whether we will be stirred with affections or no : wheieas 
actions which issue from the disposition of the Will are in 
the power thereof to be performed or stayed. Finally, 
Appetite is the Will’s solicitor, and the Will is Appetite’s 
controller ; what we covet according to the one by the other 
we often reject; neither is any other desire termed properly 
Will, but that where Reason and Understanding, or the show 
of Reason, prescnbeth the thing desired. 

It may be therefore a question, whether those operations 
of men are to be counted voluntary, wherein that good which 
IS sensible provoketh Appetite, and Appetite causeth action, 
Reason being never called to counsel ; as when we eat or 
drink, and betake ourselves unto rest, and such like The 
truth IS, that such actions in men having attained to the use 
of Reason are voluntary For as the authority of higher 
powers hath force even in those things, which aic done 
without their privity, and are of so mean reckoning that to 
acquaint them therewith it needeth not ; in like sort, volun- 
tarily we are said to do that also, which the Will if it listed 
might hinder from being done, although about the doing 
1 [See Ansi. Elh. Ill 2, 3. VI. 2.] ^ Deut. xxx. 19. 
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thereof we do not expressly use our reason or understanding, 
and so immediately apply our wills thereunto. In cases 
therefore of such facility, the Will doth yield her assent as 
it were with a kind of silence, by not dissenting , in which 
respect her force is not so appaient as in express mandates 
or prohibitions, especially upon advice and consultation 
going before. 

[4.] Where understanding therefore needeth, in those 
things Reason is the director of man's Will by discovering 
in action what is good For the Laws of well-doing are the 
dictates of right Reason. Children, which are not as yet 
come unto those years whereat they may have ; again, inno- 
cents, which are excluded by natuial defect from ever 
having ; thirdly, madmen, which for the present cannot 
possibly have the use of right Reason to guide themselves, 
have for their guide the Reason that guideth other men, 
which are tutors over them to seek and to procure their good 
for them. In the rest there is that light of Reason, whereby 
good may be known from evil, and which discovering the 
same rightly is termed right. 

[5.] The Will notwithstanding doth not incline to have or 
do that which Reason teacheth to be good, unless the same 
do also teach it to be possible For albeit the Appetite, 
being more general, may wish any thing which seemeth 
good, be it never so impossible , ^ yet lor such things the 
reasonable Will of man doth never seek. Let Reason teach 
impossibility in any thing, and the Will of man doth let it 
go ; a thing impossible it doth not affect, the impossibility 
theieof being manifest. 

[6 ] There is in the Will of man naturally that freedom, 
whereby It is apt to take or refuse any particular object what- 
soever being presented unto it Whereupon it folio weth, 

0 mihi piceteritos referat si Jupiter annos ’ [Viig. iRn vni. 560 ] 

LChr. Letter, p. il. “Heere we piay yom helpe to teach us, how 
will IS apt (as you say) fieche to take 01 refuse anie paiticular object 
whatsoevei, and that reason by diligence is able to find out any good 
concerning us : if it be true that the Church of England professeth, that 
without the pieventing and helping giace of God, we can will and doe 
nothing pleasing to God.” 

Hooker, MS note. “There arc certaine wordcs, as Natuxe, Reason, 
Will, and such like, which wheresoever you find named, you suspect 
them presently as bugs wordes,* because what they mean you do not 

“ These are bugs woids ” Beauiu. and Fletch. Tamer tamed, Act 1. Sc, 3 ] 
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that there is no particular object so good, but it may have 
the show of some difficulty or unpleasant quality annexed 
to it, in respect whereof the Will may shrink and decline it ; 
contrariwise (for so things are blended) there is no parti- 
cular evil which hath not some appearance of goodness 
whereby to insinuate itself. For evil as evil cannot be 
desired : ^ if that be desired which is evil, the cause is the 
goodness which is or seemeth to be joined with it. Good- 
ness doth not move by being, but by being apparent ; and 
therefore many things are neglected which are most precious, 
only because the value of them lieth hid. Sensible Goodness 
is most apparent, near, and present ; which causeth the 
Appetite to be therewith strongly provoked. Now pursuit 
and refusal in the Will do follow, the one the affirmation 
the other the negation of goodness, which the understanding 
apprehend eth,^ grounding itself upon sense, unless some 
higher Reason do chance to teach the contrary. And if 
Reason have taught it rightly to be good, yet not so 

indeed as you ought apprehend You have heaid that man’s Nature is 
corrupt, his Reason blind, his Will perverse Whereupon undei coulour 
of condemning corrupt Natuie, you condemn Nature, and so in the 
rest ” 

‘‘Vide Hilarium, p. 31” (Ed. Basil, 1570; p. 822. ed Bened.) 
“ Vide et Philon p 33.” (Ed Pans, 1552) “et Dionys. p 338.” 
(Par. 1562 ) 

“Voluntas hommis natuia sua non ligatur, sed vi viliositatis quLU 
natune accessit. 

“Apt’, origmaliler apta, able Patio divims mstructa auxikis potest 
omne bonum necessariuin invenire, destitula nullum. liabet lamen 
omne bonum satis quidem in se quo probaie se possil liommi sedulo 
diligenteique attendenti Sed nostra nos alio segmiics avertit, donee 
studmm vututis Spmtus Sanctus excitat. Vide Cypnanum de sua 
conveisione.” (Ad Donatum, Opp p. 3. ed. Fell.) “Item ea quai 
Sapieiitia de se piofitetur m libio Proverbiorum atque alibi Est itaque 
segnis humana latio propter summam bonarum lerum investigandaium 
difficultatem. Earn difficultatem toUit lumen divinoi giatku Time 
alacres efHcmiui, alioqui a labore ad libidmem prochves. Plal)ct virtus 
vitio et plura el fortiora quae hominem alliciant Sed ea latent maximam 
partem bominum Quid ita? Quia Ratio, qux est oculus mentis, alto 
in nobis somno sepulta jacct otiose. At cxcitata et illuminata Sancti 
Spmtus virtute omnia dijudicat, et quai prius ignota fastidio fuerunt, ea 
nunc peispecla niodis omnibus amplectenda decermt.”] 

1 Et dS Tty Kcticlav dpfjL^f irpwrov fxkv qvx &>s IttI kockIuv avr^p 
bppAi(r&i, &A.V Itt* ayaQbp, Paulo post * ^h.^vvarov yetp dp/M^p iirl 
^ovXSjxepop avrk, oifr€ iXirlBi b.yaBov otfre (pSfiep p^el^opos icaicov. 

Akin, de Dog. Plat. [c. 38. ed Oxon 1667.] 

^ [Aiist. Ellh Nxc. VI. 2 4 v Siapoic^ KardepWLs Kal dTrdpcccris, 

rovro ip bpd^ei S/co^ty ml (pvyp.j 
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apparently that the mind receiveth it with utter impossi- 
bility of being otherwise, still there is place left for the Will 
to take or leave. Whereas therefore amongst so many 
things as are to be done, there are so few, the goodness 
whereof Reason in such sort doth or easily can discover, we 
are not to marvel at the choice of evil even then when the 
contrary is probably known. Hereby it cometh to pass that 
custom inuring the mind by long practice, and so leaving 
there a sensible impression, prevaileth more than reason- 
able persuasion what way soever. Reason therefore may 
rightly discern the thing which is good, and yet the Will of 
man not incline itself thereunto, as oft as the prejudice of 
sensible experience doth oversway. 

[7.] Nor let any man think that this doth make anything 
for the just excuse of iniquity. For there was never sin 
committed, wherein a less good was not preferred before a 
greater, and that wilfully; which cannot be done without 
the singular disgrace of Nature, and the utter disturbance of 
that divine order, whereby the pre-eminence of chiefest 
acceptation is by the best things worthily challenged. There 
is not that good which concemeth us, but it hath evidence 
enough for itself, if Reason were diligent to search it out. 
Through neglect thereof, abused we are with the show of 
that which is not ; sometimes the subtilty of Satan inveigling 
us as it did Eve,^ sometimes the hastiness of our Wills pre- 
venting the more considerate advice of sound Reason, as in 
the Apostles, 2 when they no sooner saw what they liked not, 
but they forthwith were desirous of fire from heaven ; some- 
times the very custom of evil making the heart obdurate 
against whatsoever instructions to the contrary, as in them 
over whom our Saviour spake weeping,^ “ O Jerusalem, how 
often, and thou wouldest not 1 Still therefore that where- 
with we stand blameable, and can no w^ay excuse it, is, In 
doing evil, we prefer a less good before a greater, the great- 
ness whereof is by reason investigable and may be known. 
The search of knowledge is a thing painful ; and the pain- 
fulncss of knowledge is that which maketh the Will so 
hardly inclinable thereunto. The root hereof, divine 
malediction; whereby the instruments^ being weakened 

^ 2 Cor xi. 3. ^ Luke ix. 54. Matt, xxiii. 37 

^ coiruplible body is heavy unto the soul, and the earthly 
mansion keepeth down the mind that is full of cares And hardly can 
we discern the things that are upon earth, and with great labour find we 
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wherewithal the soul (especially in reasoning) doth work, 
it preferreth rest in ignorance before wearisome labour to 
know For a spur of diligence therefore we have a natuial 
thirst after knowledge ingrafted in us. But by leason of 
that original weakness in the instruments, without which the 
understanding part is not able m this world by discourse to 
work, the very conceit of painfulness is as a bridle to stay 
us. For which cause the Apostle, who knew right well that 
the weariness of the flesh is an heavy clog to the Will, 
stiiketh mightily upon this key, ‘‘Awake thou that sleepest ; 
Cast off all which presseth down, Watch; Labour; Strive 
to go forward, and to grow in knowledge.'^ ^ 

VIII Wherefore to return to our former intent of dis- 
covering the natural way, whereby rules have been found 
out concerning that goodness wherewith the Will of man 
ought to be moved in human actions , as every thing natur- 
ally and necessarily doth desiie the utmost good and greatest 
perfection wheieof Nature hath made it capable, even so 
man. Our felicity therefore being the object and accom- 
plishment of our desire, we cannot choose but wish and 
covet it. All particular things which are subject unto 
action, the Will doth so far forth incline unto, as Reason 
judgeth them the better for us, and consequently the more 
available to our bliss If Reason err, we fall into evil, and 
aie so far forth deprived of the general perfection we seek. 
Seeing therefore that for the framing of men’s actions the 
knowledge of good from evil is necessary, it only resteth 
that we search how this may be had. Neither must we 
suppose that there needeth one rule to know the good and 
another the evil by.^ For he that knoweth what is straight 
doth even thereby discern what is crooked, because the 
absence of straightness in bodies capable thereof is crooked- 
ness. Goodness in actions is like unto straightness ; 
wherefore that which is done well we term right, Foi as 
the straight way is most acceptable to him that travelleth, 
because by it he cometh soonest to his journey’s end, so ni 
action, that which doth lie the evenest between us and the 

out the things which aie bcfoie us. Who can then seek out the things 
that are m heaven?” Sap. ix. 15, 1 6 

1 Eph. V. 14; Hch. xn i, 12; r Cor xvi. 13; Prov. li. 4 ; Luke 
xiii. 24. 

^ TijJ €u0e? /cal avrh /cal rh KaiiiriiXov yivd?o'Ko/j.ev‘ Kptr^s h}x<pow 6 
Arist. O-o An. lib. 1. [^cap. 3. t. 83,] 
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end we desire must needs be the fittest for our use. Besides 
which fitness for use, there is also in rectitude, beauty; as 
contrariwise in obliquity, deformity. And that which is 
good in the actions of men, doth not only delight as profit- 
able, but as amiable also In which consideration the 
Grecians most divinely have given to the active perfection 
of men a name expressing both beauty and goodness,^ be- 
cause goodness in ordinary speech is for the most part 
applied only to that which is beneficial. But we in the name 
of goodness do here imply both. 

[2.] And of discerning goodness there are but these two 
ways ; the one the knowledge of the causes whereby it is 
made such , the other the observation of those signs and 
tokens, which being annexed always unto goodness, argue 
that where they are found, there also goodness is, although 
we know not the cause by force whereof it is there. The 
former of these is the most sure and infallible way, but so 
hard that all shun it, and had rather walk as men do in the 
dark by haphazard, than tread so long and intricate mazes 
for knowledge’ sake. As therefore physicians are many 
times forced to leave such methods of curing as themselves 
know to be the fittest, and being overruled by their patients’ 
impatieiicy are fain to try the best they can, in taking that 
way of cure which the cured will yield unto , in like sort, 
considering how the case doth stand with this present age 
full of tongue and weak of brain, behold we yield to the 
stream thereof; into the causes of goodness we will not 
make any cuiious or deep inquiry; to touch them now and 
then it shall be sufficient, when they are so near at hand 
that easily they may be conceived without any far-removed 
discourse : that way we are contented to prove, which being 
the worse in itself, is notwithstanding now by reason of 
common imbecility the fitter and likelier to be brooked.^ 

[3.] Signs and tokens to know good by are of sundry 
kinds ; some more certain and some less. The most certain 
token of evident goodness is, if the general persuasion of 
all men do so account it. And therefore a common received 
error is never utterly overthrown, till such time as we go 
from signs unto causes, and shew some manifest root or 
fountain thereof common unto all, whereby it may clearly 

^ KaXoKiiyaOla ^ 

^ [Anst. Elh. Kic. I 4, 5. ed. Cardwell: Uws olv 71 fxiv ye itpicreov 
rav Tjfuv yvoiplpLojv J 
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appear how it hath come to pass that so many have been 
overseen. In which case surmises and slight probabilities 
will not serve, because the universal consent of men is the 
perfectest and strongest in this kind, which compiehendeth 
only the signs and tokens of goodness. Things casual do 
vary, and that which a man doth but chance to think well 
of cannot still have the like hap. Wherefore although we 
know not the cause, yet thus much we may know ; that some 
necessary cause there is, whensoever the judgments of all 
men generally or for the most part run one and the same 
way, especially in matters of natural discourse. For of 
things necessarily and naturally done there is no more 
affirmed but this, “ They keep either always or for the most 
part one tenure. ^ The general and perpetual voice of 
men is as the sentence of God himself. For that which all 
men have at all times learned. Nature herself must needs 
have taught;^ and God being the author of Nature, her 
voice is but his instrument. By her from Him we receive 
whatsoever in such sort we learn Infinite duties there are, 
the goodness whereof is by this rule sufficiently manifested, 
although we had no other warrant besides to approve them. 
The Apostle St. Paul having speech concerning the heathen 
saith of them,^ “They are a law unto themselves.^' His 
meaning is, that by force of the light of Reason, wherewith 
God illuminateth every one which cometh into the world, 

^ ale), us isrl rh ttoXv Sicra.V'rus aTro^aivei. Arist Phct 1 1 [c 
10 ] 

2 '^^Non potest enor contmgeie iibi omnes idem [ita] opinantiir. 
Monticat. m i. Polit. [p 3,] “Quicquid m omnibus mdmduis unius 
specie! communiter inest, id causam communem liabeat oportet, qiuv est 
eoium mdmduorum species et natura ” Idem a tola aliqua 

specie fit, umveisalis paiticulansque naturae fit instmctu ” [“ Meniimsse 

debemus vaticmmm illud, Quod a tola aliqua animalmm specie fit, quia 
umveisalis paiticulansque fit mstiiictu, verum existere ”] Ficui dc 
Christ Rel [cap i.] “Si proficere cupis, pnmo firme id verum ])uta, 
quod Sana mens omnium hominum altestatur ” Cusa in Compend cap 
I. [D. Nicolai de Cusa Cardmahs, utnusque juns Doclons, ommqtic 
philosophia mcomparabilib vin Opera. I^asil. 1565. Compendium ; 
Duectio Vciitatis, p 239 Sec Cave liist. Lit. 1. I. App. 130 ] 
“Non heel naluiale umversaleque hommum juchcium falsum vanumquc 
existimaie ” Teles [Bornardi Telesn, Consentim, de Rerum Natuia 
juxta piopna prmcipia Libri ix, Neapoli 1586. On this writer’s method 
of philosophizang see a disseitation in Bacon’s works, ix. 332 ] **0 yhp 
Tracrt 5o/cei, tovto elvai (jxi/jiey ‘'‘O Se ayaipoov TairrjV vlanv oh wduv 
TrL(rT 6 repcx, ^pet. Arist Eth lib. x. cap 2. 

^ Rom. 11. 14. 
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men being enabled to know truth from falsehood, and good 
from evil, do thereby learn in many things what the will of 
God is ; which will himself not revealing by any extra- 
ordinary means unto them, but they by natural discourse 
attaining the knowledge thereof, seem the makers of those 
Laws which indeed are his, and they but only the finders of 
them out. 

[4.] A law therefore generally taken, is a directive rule 
unto goodness of operation. The rule of divine operations 
outward, is the definitive appointment of God’s own wisdom 
set down within himself. The rule of natural agents that 
work by simple necessity, is the determination of the wisdom 
of God, known to God himself the principal Director of 
them, but not unto them that are directed to execute the 
same. The rule of natural agents which work after a sort of 
their own accord, as the beasts do, is the judgment of com- 
mon sense or fancy concerning the sensible goodness of 
those objects wherewith they are moved. The rule of ghostly 
or immaterial natures, as spirits and angels, is their intuitive 
intellectual judgment concerning the amiable beauty and 
high goodness of that object, which with unspeakable joy 
and delight doth set them on work. The rule of voluntary 
agents on earth is the sentence that Reason giveth concern- 
ing the goodness of those things which they are to do. And 
the sentences which Reason giveth are some more some less 
general, before it come to define in particular actions what 
is good. 

[5.] The main principles of Reason are m themselves 
apparent. For to make nothing evident of itself unto man’s 
understanding were to take away all possibility of knowing 
any thing. And herein that of Theophrastus is true, “ They 
that seek a reason of all things do utterly overthrow 
Reason.” ^ In every kind of knowledge some such grounds 
there are, as that being proposed the mind doth presently 
embrace them as free from all possibility of error, clear and 
manifest without proof. In which kind axioms or principles 
more general are such as this, ‘‘ that the greater good is to 
be chosen before the less.” If therefore it should be de- 
manded what reason there is, why the Will of Man, which 
doth necessarily shun harm and covet whatsoever is pleasant 
and sweet, should be commanded to count the pleasures of 

^ ^A'jrdvTcav ^T^TovpT€s xdyoVf dvaipovct x 6 yov Theoph. in Mctapli, 

[p. 270. 23,] 
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sin gall, and notwithstanding the bitter accidents wherewith 
virtuous actions are compassed, yet still to rejoice and de- 
light in them : surely this could never stand with Reason, 
but that wisdom thus prescribing groundeth her laws upon 
an infallible rule of comparison ; which is, ‘ That small 
difficulties when exceeding great good is sure to ensue, 
and on the other side momentary benefits when the hurt 
which they draw after them is unspeakable, are not at all to 
be respected.' This rule is the ground whereupon the 
wisdom of the Apostle buildeth a law, enjoining patience 
unto himself/ “The present lightness of our affliction 
worketh unto us even with abundance upon abundance an 
eternal weight of glory ; while we look not on the things 
which are seen, but on the things which are not seen : for 
the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which 
are not seen are eternal : " therefore Christianity to be em- 
braced, whatsoever calamities in those times it was accom- 
panied withal. Upon the same ground our Saviour proveth 
the law most reasonable, that doth forbid those crimes which 
men for gam's sake fall into. “ For a man to win the world 
if it be with the loss of his soul, what benefit or good is it ^ ^ 
Axioms less general, yet so manifest that they need no 
further proof, are such as these, ‘ God to be worshipped ; ' 
‘ parents to be honoured , ’ ‘ others to be used by us as we 
ourselves would be by them.' Such things, as soon as they 
are alleged, all men acknowledge to be good , they require 
no proof or further discourse to be assured of their goodness. 

Notwithstanding whatsoever such principle there is, it 
was at the first found out by discourse, and drawn from out 
of the very bowels of heaven and earth. For we aie to 
note, that things in the world are to us discernible, not 
only so far forth as serveth for our vital pieservation, but 
further also in a twofold higher respect. For first if all 
other uses were utterly taken away, yet the mind of man 
being by nature speculative and delighted with contempla- 
tion in itself, they were to be known even for mere knowledge 
and understanding’s sake. Yea further besides this, the 
knowledge of every the least thing m the whole world hath 
in it a second peculiar benefit unto us, inasmuch as it 
serveth to minister rules, canons, and laws, for men to 
direct those actions by which we properly term human. 
This did the very heathens themselves obscurely insinuate, 
1 2 Cor. IV. 17. ^ Matt xvl 26. 
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by making Themis^ which we call or Right, to be the 
daughter of heaven and earth.^ 

[6.] We know things either as they are in themselves, 
or as they are in mutual relation one to another. The 
knowledge of that which man is in reference unto himself, 
and other things in relation unto man, I may justly term 
the mother of all those principles, which are as it were 
edicts, statutes, and decrees, in that Law of Nature, whereby 
human actions are framed. First therefore having observed 
that the best things, where they are not hindered, do still 
produce the best operations, (for which cause, where many 
things are to concur unto one effect, the best is in all 
congruity of reason to guide the residue, that it prevailing 
most, the work principally done by it may have greatest 
perfection *) when hereupon we come to observe in our- 
selves, of what excellency our souls are in comparison of 
our bodies, and the diviner part m relation unto the baser 
of our souls , seeing that all these concur in producing 
human actions, it cannot be well unless the chiefest do 
command and direct the rest ^ The soul then ought to 
conduct the body, and the spirit of our minds ^ the soul. 
This is therefore the first Law, whereby the highest power 
of the mind requireth general obedience at the hands of all 
the rest concurring with it unto action. 

[7.] Touching the several grand mandates, which being 
imposed by the understanding faculty of the mind must be 
obeyed by the will of Man, they are by the same method 
found out, whether they import our duty towards God or 
towards man. 

Touching the one, I may not here stand to open, by 
what degrees of discourse the minds even of mere natural 
men have attained to know, not only that there is a God, 
but also what power, force, wisdom, and other properties 
that God hath, and how all things depend on him. This 
being theiefore presupposed, from that known relation 
which God hath unto us as unto children,^ and unto all 
good things as unto effects whereof himself is the principal 
cause, these axioms and laws natural concerning our duty 

1 [Hesiod Theog. 126, 133, 135.] 

^ Arist. Pol. 1. cap. 5. 

[Eph iv. 23.] 

^ OifSels 0ehs Biicruovs aj/0p<i^7rots Plat. inTheoct. [t. 1 15^ Serraiii.] 

6 re yhp 5 o/ce? rb airiov Tracrw elvat Kal Arist. 

Metaph. lib. i. cap. 2. [t. li. 4^5.] 
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have arisen, ‘ that in all things we go about his aid is by 
prayer to be craved ^ ‘ that he cannot have sufficient 
honour done unto him, but the utmost of that we can do 
to honour him we must which is in effect the same that 
we read,^ “ Thou sbalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind L’ which 
Law our Saviour doth term^ ‘‘The first and the great 
commandment.” 

Touching the next, which as our Saviour addeth is “like 
unto this,’^ (he meaneth in amplitude and largeness, inas- 
much as it IS the root out of which all Laws of duty to 
men- ward have grown, as out of the former all offices of 
religion towards God,) the like natural inducement hath 
brought men to know that it is their duty no less to love 
others than themselves. For seeing those things which are 
equal must needs all have one measure ; if I cannot but 
wish to receive all good, even as much at every man’s hand 
as any man can wish unto his own soul, how should I look 
to have any part of my desire herein satisfied, unless myself 
be careful to satisfy the like desire which is undoubtedly m 
other men, we all being of one and the same nature ? To 
have any thing offered them repugnant to this desire must 
needs in all respects grieve them as much as me : so that if 
I do harm I must look to suffer; there being no reason 
that others should shew greater measure of love to me 
than they have by me shewed unto them. My desire 
therefore to be loved of my equals in nature as much as 
possible may be, imposeth upon me a natural duty of 
bearing to them-ward fully the like affection. From which 
relation of equality between, ourselves and them that are as 
ourselves, what several rules and canons natural Reason 
hath drawn for direction of life no man is ignorant; as 
namely, “ That because we would take no harm, we must 
therefore do none , ” “ That sith we would not be in any 
thing extremely dealt with, we must ourselves avoid all 
extremity in our dealings;” “that from all violence and 
wrong we are utterly to abstain ; ” ■'" with such like ; which 

^ ’AAX’, S> ^(^KpareSf rovrd ye 5^ yrdpres, Zcrot kuI Karh 
(Tvvns pierSxoua'iVj irrl Kal (tiiLupov ical fjLeydXov TpdjjULaros 

0ehv del TTov /caXovcri Plat, m Tun. [t. in. 27 ] 

^ Arist. Ethic lib. ni. cap ult 

Pent. VI 5. Matt. xxii. 38. 

“Quod quis in se approbal, in alio reprobarc non posse.” 1^. 
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further to wade in would be tedious, and to our present 
purpose not altogether so necessary, seeing that on these 
two general heads already mentioned all other specialties 
are dependent ^ 

[8.] Wherefore the natural measure whereby to judge 
our doings, is the sentence of Reason, determining and 
setting down what is good to be done. Which sentence 
is either mandatory, shewing what must be done ; or else 
permissive, declaring only what may be done; or thirdly 
admonitory, opening what is the most convenient for us to 
do. The first taketh place, where the comparison doth 
stand altogether between doing and not doing of one thing 
which in itself is absolutely good or evil ; as it had been 
for Joseph ^ to yield or not to yield to the impotent desire 
of his lewd mistress, the one evil the other good simply. 
The second is, when of divers things evil, all being not 
evitable, we are permitted to take one ; which one saving 
only m case of so great urgency were not otherwise to be 
taken; as in the matter of divorce amongst the Jews.^ The 
last, when of divers things good, one is principal and most 
eminent; as in their act who sold their possessions and 
laid the price at the Apostles’ feet ; ^ which possessions 
they might have retained unto themselves without sin • 
again, in the Apostle St Paul’s own choice^ to maintain 
himself by his own labour; whereas in living by the 
Church’s maintenance, as others did, there had been no 
offence committed.^ In Goodness therefore there is a 
latitude or extent, whereby it cometh to pass that even of 
good actions some are better than other some, whereas 
otherwise one man could not excel another, but all should 
be either absolutely good, as hitting jump that indivisible 
point or centre wherein goodness consisteth ; or else missing 
It they should be excluded out of the number of well-doers. 
Degrees of well-doing there could be none, except perhaps 

arenam, C de inof. lest [Cod. Just. p. 254. ed. Lugd. 1553.] ‘^Quod 
quisqiic juris in alium statuerit, ip&um quoque eodem uti debere ” L. 
quod qtasquc [Digest, lib li tit. 2 tom. i. p. 60. Lugd. 1552,] 
“Ab omm penitus injuria atquc vi abstmendum.” L. i. sect. i. Quod 
vj\ aid dam, [Ibid. lib. xliii tit. 23. tom. 3. p 335.] 

^ ‘‘On these two commandments hangeth the whole Law ’’ Matt, 
xxii, 40. 

^ Gen. xxxix. 9. Mark x. 4 

Acts IV. 37 , V 4 ® 2 Thess 111 8. 

^ [See note, b. 11. c. 8. § 5 j 
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in the seldomness and oftenness of doing well. But the 
nature of Goodness being thus ample, a Law is properly 
that which Reason in such sort defineth to be good that it 
must be done. And the Law of Reason or human Nature 
is that which men by discourse of natural Reason have 
rightly found out themselves to be all for ever bound unto 
in their actions. 

[9.] Laws of Reason have these marks to be known by. 
Such as keep them resemble most lively in their voluntary 
actions that very manner of working which Nature herself 
doth necessaiily observe in the course of the whole woild. 
The works of Nature are all behoveful, beautiful, without 
superfluity or defect ; even so theirs, if they be framed 
according to that which the Law of Reason teacheth. 
Secondly, those Laws are investigable by Reason, without 
the help of Revelation supernatural and divme. Finally, 
in such sort they are investigable, that the knowledge of 
them is general, the world hath always been acquainted with 
them ; according to that which one m Sophocles observeth 
concerning a branch of this Law, “ It is no child of to-day’s 
or yesterday’s birth, but hath been no man knoweth how 
long sithence.” ^ It is not agreed upon by one, or two, or 
few, but by all. Which we may not so understand, as if 
every particular man in the whole world did know and 
confess whatsoever the Law of Reason doth contain , but 
this Law is such that being proposed no man can reject it 
as unreasonable and unjust. Again, there is nothing in it 
but any man (having natural perfection of wit and ripeness 
of judgment) may by labour and travail find out. And to 
conclude, the geneial principles thereof are such, as it is 
not easy to find men ignorant of them. Law rational there- 
fore, which men commonly use to call the Law of Nature, 
meaning thereby the Law which human Nature knoweth 
itself in reason universally bound unto, which also for that 
cause may be termed most fitly the Law of Reason ‘ this 
Law, I say, comprehendeth all those things which men by 
the light of their natural understanding evidently know, or 
at leastwise may know, to be beseeming or unbeseeming, 
virtuous or vicious, good or evil for them to do. 

[10.] Now although it be true, which some have 

^ Oif ydp rt vvv ye dW* del rrore 
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said,^ that ‘'whatsoever is done amiss, the Law of Nature and 
Reason thereby is transgressed/' because even those offences 
which are by their special qualities breaches of supernatural 
laws, do also, for that they are generally evil, violate in 
general that principle of Reason, which wiileth universally 
to fly from evil • yet do we not therefore so far extend the 
Law of Reason, as to contain in it all manner laws where' 
unto reasonable creatures are bound, but (as hath been 
shewed) we restrain it to those only duties, which all men 
by force of natural wit either do or might understand to 
be such duties as concern all men “ Certain half-waking 
men there are" (as Saint Augustine noteth-), “who neither 
altogether asleep in folly, nor yet throughly awake in the 
light of true understanding, have thought that there is not 
at all any thing just and righteous in itself ; but look where- 
with nations are inured, the same they take to be right and 
just. Whereupon their conclusion is, that seeing each sort 
of people hath a different kind of right from other, and 
that which is right of its own nature must be everywhere 
one and the same, therefore in itself there is nothing right. 
These good folk," saith he, (“ that I may not trouble their 
wits with rehearsal of too many things), have not looked 
so far into the world as to perceive that, ‘ Do as thou 
wouldst be done unto,' is a sentence which all nations 
under heaven are agreed upon. Refer this sentence to the 
love of God, and it extinguisheth all heinous crimes ; refer 
it to the love of thy neighbour, and all grievous wrongs it 
banisheth out of the world." Wherefore as touching the 
Law of Reason, this was (it seemeth) Saint Augustine's 
judgment : namely, that there are in it some things which 
stand as principles universally agreed upon ; and that out 

^ Th. I 2 q. 94 art. 3. [tom. xL 204 ] “ Omnia peccata sunt in 

univorsum contia rationem el naturm legem." Aug de Civit. Dei, 1 
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of those principles, which are in themselves evident, the 
greatest moral duties we owe towards God or man may 
without any great difficulty be concluded. 

[ii.] If then it be here demanded, by what means it 
should come to pass (the greatest part of the Law moral 
being so easy for all men to know) that so many thousands 
of men notwithstanding have been ignorant even of principal 
moral duties, not imagining the breach of them to be sin I 
deny not but lewd and wicked custom, beginning perhaps 
at the first amongst few, afterwards spreading into greater 
multitudes, and so continuing from time to time, may be of 
force even in plain things to smother the light of natural 
understanding ; because men will not bend their wits to 
examine whether things wherewith they have been accustomed 
be good or evil. For example’s sake, that grosser kind of 
heathenish idolatry, whereby they worshipped the very 
works of their own hands, was an absurdity to reason so 
palpable, that the Prophet David comparing idols and 
idolaters together maketh almost no odds between them, 
but the one in a manner as much without wit and sense as 
the other ; “ They that make them are like unto them, and 
so are all that trust in them.” ^ That wherein an idolatei 
doth seem so absurd and foolish is by the Wise Man thus 
exprest,^ ‘‘ He is not ashamed to speak unto that which hath 
no life, he calleth on him that is weak for health, he prayeth 
for life unto him which is dead, of him which hath no 
experience he requireth help, for his journey he sueth to 
him which is not able to go, for gain and work and success 
in his affairs he seeketh furtherance of him that hath no 
manner of power.” The cause of which senseless stupidity 
is aftei wards imputed to custom.^ When a father mourned 
grievously for his son that was taken away suddenly, he 
made an image for him that was once dead, whom now he 
worshippeth as a god, ordaining to his servants ceiemonies 
and sacrifices. Thus by process of time this wicked custom 
prevailed, and was kept as a law ; ” the authority of rulers, 
the ambition of craftsmen, and such like means thrusting 
forward the ignorant, and increasing their superstition. 

Unto this which the Wise Man hath spoken somewhat 
besides may be added. For whatsoever we have hitherto 
taught, or shall hereafter, concerning the force of man’s 

^ Psalm cxxxv iS 2 Wisd. 17 
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natural understanding, this we always desire withal to be 
understood, that there is no kind of faculty or power in 
man or any other creature, which can rightly perform the 
functions allotted to it, without perpetual aid and concurrence 
of that Supreme Cause of all things. The benefit whereof as 
oft as we cause God in his justice to withdraw, there can no 
other thing follow than that which the Apostle noteth, even 
men endued with the light of reason to walk nothwithstand- 
ing^ ‘Tn the vanity of their mind, having their cogitations 
darkened, and being strangers from the life of God through 
the ignorance which is in them, because of the hardness of 
their hearts,” And this cause is mentioned by the prophet 
Esay,^ speaking of the ignorance of idolaters, who see not 
how the manifest Law of Reason condemneth their gross 
iniquity and sin They have not m them,” saith he, so 
much wit as to think, ‘ Shall I bow to the stock of a tree ? ^ 
All knowledge and understanding is taken from them ; for 
God hath shut their eyes that they cannot see.” 

That which we say in this case of idolatry serveth for all 
other things, wherein the like kind of general blindness hath 
pievailed against the manifest Laws of Reason. Within the 
compass of which laws we do not only comprehend what- 
soever may be easily known to belong to the duty of all 
men, but even whatsoever may possibly be known to be of 
that quality, so that the same be by necessary consequence 
deduced out of clear and manifest principles For if once 
we descend unto probable collections what is convenient for 
men, we are then in the territory where free and arbitrary 
deteiminations, the territory where Human I-aws take place ; 
which laws are after to be considered. 

IX. Now the due observation of this Law which Reason 
teachelh us cannot but be effectual unto their great good 
that observe the same. For we see the whole world and 
each part thereof so compacted, that as long as each 
thing performeth only that work which is natural unto 
It, It iheieby preserveth both other things and also itself. 
Contrariwise, let any principal thing, as the sun, the moon, 
any one of the heavens or elements, but once cease or 
fail, or swerve, and who doth not easily conceive that the 
sequel thereof would be rum both to itself and whatsoever 
dependeth on it ? And is it possible, that Man being not 
only the noblest creature in the world, but even a very world 
^ Ephas. iv. 17, 18. Isa. xhv, 18, 19. 
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in himself, his transgressing the Law of his Nature^ should 
draw no manner of harm after it? Yes,^ “tribulation and 
anguish unto every soul that doeth evilf’ Good doth follow 
unto all things by observing the course of their nature, and 
on the contrary side evil by not observing it , but not unto 
natural agents that good which we call Reward, not that evil 
which we properly term Punishment The reason whereof 
is, because amongst creatures in this world, only Man^s 
observation of the Law of his Nature is Righteousness, only 
Man^s transgression Sin. And the reason of this is the 
difference in his manner of observing or transgressing the 
Law of his Nature. He doth not otherwise than voluntarily 
the one or the other. What we do against our wills, or 
constrainedly, we are not properly said to do it, because the 
motive cause of doing it is not in ourselves, but carrieth us, 
as if the wind should drive a feather m the air, we no whit 
furthering that whereby we are driven. In such cases 
therefore the evil which is done moveth compassion , men 
are pitied for it, as being rather miserable in such respect 
than culpable. Some things are likewise done by man, 
though not through outward force and impulsion, though 
not against yet without their wills ; as in alienatiori of mind, 
or any the like inevitable utter absence of wit and judgment 
For which cause, no man did ever think the hurtful actions 
of furious men and innocents to be punishable. Again, 
some things we do neither against nor without, and yet not 
simply and merely with our wills, but with our wills in such 
sort moved, that albeit there be no impossibility but that we 
might, nevertheless we are not so easily able to do otherwise. 
In this consideration one evil deed is made more pardon- 
able than another. Finally, that which we do being evil, is 
notwithstanding by so much more pardonable, by how 
much the exigence of so doing or the difficulty of doing 
otherwise is greater ; unless this necessity or difficulty have 
originally risen from ourselves. It is no excuse therefore 
unto him, who being drunk committeth incest, and allegeth 
that his wits were not his own ; inasmuch as himself might 
have chosen whether his wits should by that mean have 
been taken fiom him. Now rewards and punishments do 
always presuppose something willingly done well or ill ; 
without which respect though we may sometimes receive 
good 01 harm, yet then the one is only a benefit and not a 
^ Rom. li. 9. 
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reward, the other simply an hurt not a punishment. From 
the sundry dispositions of man’s Will, which is the root of 
all his actions, there groweth variety in the sequel of rewards 
and punishments, which are by these and the like rules 
measured : ' Take away the will, and all acts are equal : 
That which we do not, and would do, is commonly accepted 
as done.’ ^ By these and the like rules men’s actions are 
determined of and judged, whether they be in their own 
nature rewardable or punishable. 

[2.] Rewards and punishments are not received, but at 
the hands of such as being above us have power to examine 
and judge our deeds. How men come to have this authority 
one over another in external actions, we shall more diligently 
examine in that which followeth. But for this present, so 
much all do acknowledge, that sith every man’s heart and 
conscience doth m good or evil, even secretly committed 
and known to none but itself, either like or disallow itself, 
and accordingly either rejoice, very nature exulting (as it 
were) in certain hope of reward, oi else grieve (as it were) in 
a sense of future punishment; neither of which can in this 
case be looked for from any other, saving only from Him 
who disceineth and judge th the very secrets of all hearts • 
therefore He is the only rewarder and revenger of all 
such actions , although not of such actions only, but of all 
whereby the Law of Nature is broken whereof Himself is 
author. For which cause, the Roman laws, called The 
Laws of the Twelve Tables, requiring offices of inward 
affection which the eye of man cannot reach unto, threaten 
the ncglecters of them with none but divine punishment.^ 

X. That which hitherto we have set down is (I hope) 
sufficient to shew their brutishness, which imagine that 
religion and virtue are only as men will account of them ; 
that we might make as much account, if we would, of the 
contrary, without any harm unto ourselves, and that in 
nature they aie as indifferent one as the other We see then 
how nature itself teacheth laws and statutes to live by. The 
laws which have been hitherto mentioned do bind men 
absolutely even as they are men, although they have never 

^ “ Volunlatc sublata, omnem actum paiem esse.” L. fcedisumamy 
c de aduli. [Cod. Justm. 968.] ** Bouam voluntatem plemmque pio 

facto reputan.” "L,. si quis in testammL [Ibid. 732.] 

ij (-astc adeunto, pietatera adhibento . qui secus faxit, Deus 

ipse vindex ent.” [Cie de l^eg, II 8.] 
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any settled fellowship, never any solemn agreement amongst 
themselves what to do or not to do.^ But forasmuch as we 
are not by ourselves sufficient to furnish ourselves with com- 
petent store of things needful for such a life as our nature 
doth desire, a life fit for the dignity of man ; therefore to 
supply those defects and imperfections which are in us living 
single and solely by ourselves, we are naturally induced to 
seek communion and fellowship with others. This was the 
cause of men’s uniting themselves at the first in politic 
Societies, which societies could not be without Govern- 
ment, nor Government without a distinct kind of Law from 
that which hath been already declared. Two foundations 
there are which bear up public societies ; the one, a natural 
inclination, whereby all men desire sociable life and fellow- 
ship ; the other, an order expressly or secretly agreed upon 
touching the manner of their union in living together. The 
latter is that which we call the Law of a Commonweal, the 
very soul of a politic body, the parts whereof are by law 
animated, held together, and set on work in such actions, 
as the common good requireth. Laws politic, ordained for 
external order and regiment amongst men, are never framed 
as they should be, unless presuming the will of man to be 
inwardly obstinate, rebellious, and averse from all obedience 
unto the sacred laws of his nature , in a word, unless presum- 
ing man to be in regard of his depraved mind little better than 
a wild beast, they do accordingly provide notwithstanding 
so to frame his outward actions, that they be no hmderance 
unto the common good for which societies are instituted : 
unless they do this, they are not perfect. It resteth there- 
fore that we consider how nature findeth out such laws of 
government as serve to direct even nature depraved to a 
right end. 

[2.] All men desire to lead in this world a happy life. 
That life is led most happily, wherein all virtue is exercised 
without impediment or let. The Apostle,^ in exhorting 
men to contentment although they have in this world no 
more than very bare food and raiment, giveth us thereby 
to understand that those are even the lowest of things 
necessary ; that if we should be stripped of all those things 

^ ^E<rri yhpf p.avre{^ovral ri irdvres (p'da'ei Kowhv UimLOv Kol 
Khy Koivmla irphs khA'f}Xovs ^ uriBe ffvpd'f}Kr}. Aohl. Rbcl. 1, 

^ I Tim. vi 8 . 
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without which we might possibly be, yet these must be left; 
that destitution in these is such an impediment, as till it be 
removed suffereth not the mind of man to admit any other 
care. For this cause, first God assigned Adam maintenance 
of life, and then appointed him a law to observe.^ For 
this cause, after men began to grow to a number, the first 
thing we read they gave themselves unto was the tilling of 
the earth and the feeding of cattle. Having by this mean 
whereon to live, the principal actions of their life afterward 
are noted by the exercise of their religion.^ True it is, that 
the kingdom of God must be the first thing in our purposes 
and desires.^ But inasmuch as righteous life presupposeth 
life ; inasmuch as to live virtuously it is impossible except 
we live ; therefore the first impediment, which naturally we 
endeavour to remove, is penury and want of things without 
which we cannot live. Unto life many implements are 
necessary ; more, if we seek (as all men naturally do) such a 
life as hath in it joy, comfort, delight, and pleasure. To this 
end we see how quickly sundry arts mechanical were found 
out, in the very prime of the world ^ As things of greatest 
necessity are always first provided for, so things of greatest 
dignity are most accounted of by all such as judge rightly. 
Although therefore riches be a thing which every man 
wisheth, yet no man of judgment can esteem it better to be 
rich, than wise, virtuous, and religious. If we be both or 
either of these, it is not because we are so born. For into 
the world we come as empty of the one as of the other, as 
naked in mind as we are in body Both which necessities 
of man had at the first no other helps and supplies than only 
domestical; such as that which the Prophet implieth, saying, 
“Can a mother forget her child ^ such as that which the 
Apostle mentioneth, saying, ‘‘He that careth not for his 
own IS worse than an infidel ^ such as that concerning 
Abraham, “Abraham will command his sons and his house- 
hold after him, that they keep the way of the Lord.'’ ^ 

[3.] But neither that which we learn of ourselves nor that 
which others teach us can prevail, where wickedness and 
malice have taken deep root. If therefore when there was 
but as yet one only family in the world, no means of instruc- 
tion human or divine could prevent effusion of blood ; ^ 

1 Gen 1 29 ; ii 17. 2 Gen iv. 2, 26, Matt vi. 33 

Gen, iv. 20, 21, 22 s xlix. 15, « I Tun. v. H. 

Gen. xvni. 19. a Gen. iv. 8. 
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how could it be chosen but that when families were multi- 
plied and increased upon earth, after separation each pro- 
viding for itself, en\w, strife, contention and violence must 
grow amongst them ? For hath not Nature furnished man 
with wit and valour, as it were with armour, which may be 
used as well unto extreme evil as good ^ Yea, weie they not 
used by the rest of the world unto evil ; unto the contrary 
only by Seth, Enoch, and those few the rest in that line ? ^ 
We all make complaint of the iniquity of our times : not 
unjustly ; for the days are evil But compare them with those 
times wherein there were no civil societies, with those times 
wherein there was as yet no manner of public regiment esta- 
blished, with those times wherein there were not above eight 
persons righteous living upon the face of the earth ; ^ and 
we have surely good cause to think that God hath blessed 
us exceedingly, and hath made us behold most happy days 
[4.] To take away all such mutual grievances, injuries, 
and wrongs, there was no way but only by growing unto 
composition and agreement amongst themselves, by ordain- 
ing some kind of government public, and by yielding 
themselves subject thereunto ; that unto whom they granted 
authority to rule and govern, by them the peace, tranquillity, 
and happy estate of the rest might be procured. Men 
always knew that when force and injury was offered they 
might be defenders of themselves ; they knew that howso- 
ever men may seek their own commodity, yet if this were 
done with injury unto others it was not to be suffered, but 
by all men and by all good means to be withstood , finally 
they knew that no man might in reason take upon him to 
determine his own right, and according to his own determin- 
ation proceed in maintenance thereof, inasmuch as every 
man is towards himself and them whom he greatly affecteth 
partial; and therefore that strifes and troubles would be 
endless, except they gave their common consent all to be 
ordered by some whom they should agree upon : without 
which consent there were no reason that one man should 
take upon him to be lord or judge over another ; because, 
although there be according to the opinion of some very 
great and judicious men a kind of natural right in the 
noble, wise, and virtuous, to govern them which are of 
servile disposition , ^ nevertheless for manifestation of this 

^ Gen. VL 5 , Gen v ^2 Pet. 11. 5, 

Anst. Polit. lib. m. et iv. 
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their right, and men’s more peaceable contentment on both 
sides, the assent of them who are to be governed seemeth 
necessary. 

To fathers within their private families Nature hath given 
a supreme power , for which cause we see throughout the 
world even from the foundation thereof, all men have ever 
been taken as lords and lawful kings in their own houses. 
Howbeit over a whole grand multitude having no such de- 
pendency upon any one, and consisting of so many families 
as every politic society in the world doth, impossible it is that 
any should have complete lawful power, but by consent of 
men, or immediate appointment of God , because not having 
the natural superiority of fathers, their power must needs be 
either usurped, and then unlawful , or, if lawful, then either 
granted or consented unto by them over whom they exercise 
the same, or else given extraordinarily from God, unto whom 
all the vrorld is subject. It is no improbable opinion there- 
fore which the arch-philosopher was of, that as the chiefest 
person in every household was always as it were a king, so 
when numbers of households joined themselves in civil 
society together, kings were the first kind of governors 
amongst them ^ Which is also (as it seemeth) the reason 
why the name of Father continued still in them, who of 
fathers were made rulers; as also the ancient custom of 
governors to do as Melchisedec, and being kings to exercise 
the office of priests, which fathers did at the first, grew 
perhaps by the same occasion. 

Howbeit not this the only kind of regiment that hath been 
received in the world. The inconveniences of one kind 
have caused sundry other to be devised. So that in a word 
all public regiment of what kind soever seemeth evidently 
to have nsen from deliberate advice, consultation, and com- 
position between men, judging it convenient and hehoveful; 
there being no impossibility in nature considered by itself, 
but that men might have lived without any public regiment. 
Howbeit, the corruption of our nature being presupposed, 
we may not deny but that the Law of Nature doth now 
require of necessity some kind of regiment; so that to 
bring things unto the first course they were m, and utterly 
to take away all kind of public government in the world, 
were apparently to overturn the whole world. 

[5.] The case of man’s nature standing therefore as it 
^ Arist. Polit. lib. i. cap. 2 Vide et Platonein in 3. clc Legibns [t. 11. 680.] 
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dothj some kind of regiment the Law of Nature doth 
require ; yet the kinds thereof being many. Nature tieth not 
to any one, but leaveth the choice as a thing arbitrary. At 
the first when some certain kind of regiment was once 
approved, it may be that nothing was then further thought 
upon for the manner of governing, but all permitted unto 
their wisdom and discretion which were to rule ; ^ till by 
experience they found this for all parts very inconvenient, 
so as the thing which they had devised for a remedy did 
indeed but increase the sore which it should have cured. 
They saw that to live by one man^s will became the cause of 
all men's misery. This constrained them to come unto 
laws, wherein all men might see their duties beforehand, and 
know the penalties of transgressing them. If things be 
simply good or evil, and withal universally so acknowledged, 
there needs no new law to be made for such things.^ The 
first kind therefore of things appointed by laws human 
containeth whatsoever being m itself naturally good or evil, 
is notwithstanding more secret than that it can be discerned 
by every man's present conceit, without some deeper dis- 
course and judgment. In which discourse because there is 
difficulty and possibility many ways to err, unless such 
things were set down by laws, many would be ignorant of 
their duties which now are not, and many that know what 
they should do would nevertheless dissemble it, and to 
excuse themselves pretend ignorance and simplicity, which 
now they cannot.^ 

[6.] And because the greatest part of men are such as 
prefer their own private good before all things, even that 
good which is sensual before whatsoever is most divine; 
and for that the labour of doing good, together with the 
pleasure arising from the contrary, doth make men for the 
most part slower to the one and proner to the other, than 

^ “ Cum premeietur initio multitudo ah 11s qui majores opes habebanl, 
ad unum aliquem contugiebant virtute procstantem, qui cum prohiberet 
mjuna tenuiores, sequitate constituenda summos cum infimis pan jure 
retinebat. Cum id minus contmgeret, leges sunt mventrc. ’’ Cic. Offic. 
lib. 11. [c. 12 .] 

^ Ti> yoyeas rifx^v Kal (pihovs cvyroieTy Kal rots ei/epyerats airo- 

di^Svai, ravra Kal rh. tovtois %p.oia oh irpocrdTrovcn to7s hvQpdTcois ol 
yeypaufi4voi vdfxoi TroieTi/, dw’ oi/ypd<f>f Kal icoiv^ yd/xcp vofxi^erai, 

Arist. Rhet. ad Alex, [c 2.] 

‘‘Tanta est emm vis voluptatum, ut et ignorantiam piolelet m 
occasionem, et conscientiam corrumpat m dxssimulationem. ” Tertull. 
jb. dc Speclacul. [c. i ] 
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that duty prescribed them by law can prevail sufficiently 
with them . therefore unto laws that men do make for the 
benefit of men it hath seemed always needful to add 
rewards, which may more allure unto good than any hard- 
ness deterreth from it, and punishments, which may more 
deter from evil than any sweetness thereto allureth. 
Wherein as the generality is natural, virtue rewardahle a7id 
vice punishable; so the particular determination of the 
reward or punishment belongeth unto them by whom laws 
are made. Theft is naturally punishable, but the kind of 
punishment is positive, and such lawful as men shall think 
with discretion convenient by law to appoint. 

[7.] In laws, that which is natural bindeth universally, 
that which is positive not so. To let go those kind of 
positive laws which men impose upon themselves, as by vow 
unto God, contract with men, or such like ,• somewhat it 
will make unto our purpose, a little more fully to consider 
what things are incident unto the making of the positive 
laws for the government of them that live united in public 
society. Laws do not only teach what is good, but they 
enjoin it, they have in them a certain constraining force. 
And to constrain men unto any thing inconvenient doth 
seem unreasonable. Most requisite therefore it is that to 
devise laws which all men shall be forced to obey none 
but wise men be admitted. Laws are matters of principal 
consequence; men of common capacity and but ordinary 
judgment are not able (for how should they ?) to discern 
what things are fittest for each kind and state of regiment. 
We cannot be ignorant how much our obedience unto laws 
dependeth upon this point. Let a man though never so 
justly oppose himself unto them that are disordered in their 
ways, and what one amongst them commonly doth not 
stomach at such contradiction, storm at reproof, and hate 
such as would reform them? Notwithstanding even they 
which brook it worst that men should tell them of their 
duties, when they are told the same by a law, think very 
well and reasonably of it For why ^ They presume that 
the law doth speak with all indifferency , that the law hath 
no side-respect to their persons , that the law is p it were 
an oracle proceeded from wisdom and understanding ^ 

[8.] Howbeit laws do not take their constraining force 
from the quality of such as devise them, but from that power 
1 [Ariit. Eth. Nic. x. c. ix 12 ] 

VOL. 1. 
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%vhich doth give them the strength of laws. That which 
we spake before concerning the power of government must 
here be applied unto the power of making laws whereby 
to govern ; which power God hath over all : and by the 
natural la^v, ’whereunto he hath made all subject, the lawful 
power of making laws to command w’-hole politic societies 
of men belongeth so properly unto the same entire societies, 
that for any prince or potentate of what kind soever upon 
earth to exercise the same of himself, and not either by 
express commission immediately and personally received 
from God, or else by authority derived at the first from 
their consent upon whose persons they impose laws, it is no 
better than mei e tyranny. 

Laws they are not therefore which public approbation 
hath not made so. But approbation not only they give 
who personally declare their assent by voice sign or act, but 
also when others do it m their names by right originally at 
the least derived from them. As in parliaments, councils, 
and the like assemblies, although we be not personally our- 
selves present, notwithstanding our assent is by reason of 
others agents there in our behalf. And what we do by 
others, no reason but that it should stand as our deed, no 
less effectually to bind us than if ourselves had done it in 
person. In many things assent is given, they that give it 
not imagining they do so, because the manner of their 
assenting is not apparent. As for example, when an abso- 
lute monarch commandeth his subjects that which seemeth 
good in his own discretion, hath not his edict the force of a 
law whether they approve or dislike it ? Again, that which 
hath been received long sithence and is by custom now 
established, we keep as a law which we may not transgress ; 
yet what consent was ever thereunto sought or required at 
our hands ? 

Of this point therefore we are to note, that sith men 
naturally have no full and perfect power to command whole 
politic multitudes of men, therefore utteily without our 
consent we could in such sort be at no man’s commandment 
living. And to be commanded we do consent, when that 
society whereof we are part hath at any time before con- 
sented, without revoking the same after by the like universal 
agreement. Wherefore as any man’s deed past is good as 
long as himself continueth ; so the act of a public society 
of men done five hundred years sithence standeth as theirs 
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who presently are of the same societies, because corpora- 
tions are immortal ; we were then alive in our predecessors, 
and they in their successors do live still Laws therefore 
human, of what kind soever, are available by consent. 

[9 ] If here it be demanded how it cometh to pass that 
this being common unto all laws which are made, there 
should be found even in good laws so great variety as there 
is; we must note the reason hereof to be the sundry 
particular ends, whereunto the different disposition of that 
subject or matter, for which laws are provided, causeth them 
to have a special respect m making laws. A law there is 
mentioned amongst the Grecians whereof Pittacus is re- 
ported to have been author ; and by that law it was agreed, 
that he which being overcome with drink did then strike 
any man, should suffer punishment double as much as if he 
had done the same being soberd No man could ever have 
thought this reasonable, that had intended thereby only to 
punish the injury committed according to the gravity of 
the fact : for who knoweth not that harm advisedly done is 
naturally less pardonable, and therefore worthy of the 
sharper punishment ? But forasmuch as none did so usually 
this way offend as men in that case, which they wittingly 
fell into, even because they 'would be so much the more 
freely outrageous ; it was for their public good wLere such 
disorder was grown to frame a positive law for remedy 
thereof accordingly. To this appertain those known laws 
of making laws ; as that law-makers must have an eye to the 
place where, and to the men amongst whom ; that one kind 
of laws cannot serve for all kinds of regiment , that where 
the multitude beareth sway, laws that shall tend unto 
preservation of that state must make common smaller offices 
to go by lot, for fear of strife and division likely to arise ; 
by reason that ordinary qualities sufficing for dischaige of 
such offices, they could not but by many be desired, and so 
with danger contended for, and not missed without grudge 
and discontentment, whereas at an uncertain lot none can 
find themselves grieved, on whomsoever it lighteth ; con- 
trariwise the greatest, whereof but few are capable, to pass 
by popular election, that neither the people may envy such 
as have those honours, inasmuch as themselves bestow 
them, and that the chiefest may be kindled with desire to 
exercise all parts of raie and beneficial virtue, knowing they 
^ Ansi, l^olit. hb. li. cap. ult. 
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shall not lose their labour by growing in fame and estima- 
tion amongst the people : if the helm of chief government 
be in the hands of a few of the wealthiest, that then laws 
providing for continuance thereof must make the punish- 
ment of contumely and wrong offered unto any of the 
common sort sharp and grievous, that so the evil may be 
prevented whereby the rich are most likely to bring them- 
selves into hatred with the people, who are not wont to take 
so great offence when they are excluded from honours and 
offices as when their persons are contumeliously trodden 
upon. In other kinds of regiment the like is observed con- 
cerning the difference of positive laws, which to be every 
where the same is impossible and against their nature. 

[10.] Now as the learned in the laws ^ of this land 
observe, that our statutes sometimes are only the affirmation 
or ratification of that which by common law was held 
before; so here it is not to be omitted that generally all 
laws human, which are made for the ordering of politic 
societies, be either such as establish some duty whereunto 
all men by the law of reason did before stand bound ; or 
else such as make that a duty now which before was none. 
The one sort we may for distinction's sake call “ mixedly,'’ 
and the other “merely'' human. That which plain or 
necessary reason bindeth men unto may be in sundry con- 
siderations expedient to be ratified by human law. For 
example, if confusion of blood in marriage, the liberty of 
having many wives at once, or any other the like corrupt 
and unreasonable custom doth happen to have prevailed 
far, and to have gotten the upper hand of right reason with 
the greatest part ; so that no way is left to rectify such foul 
disorder without prescribing by law the same things which 
reason necessarily doth enforce but is not perceived that so 
it doth ; or if many be grown unto that which the Apostle 
did lament in some, concerning whom he writeth, saying, 
that “ even what things they naturally know, in those very 

1 Staundf Preface to the Pleas of the Crown. [“Citavi non patica e 
Biactono et Bntono, vetustis legum scriptoribus, hoc nimirum consilio : 
lit cum leges coronas magiia ex parte jure statutano constant, ponatur 
ante Jegentis oculos commune jus, quod fuit ante ea staluta condita. 
Nam ea res maxime conducit recte interpretandis statutis. Id emm 
mtelhgenti stalim occuirunt mala quse commune jus contraxit. Per- 
videt autem ille quotae illorum malorum parti medetur, et quotas non ; 
et sitne huju'^modi statutum novatum jus per se, an nihil aliud quam 
communis j mis affirmatio.” Ed. 1574*] 
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things as beasts void of reason they corrupted themselves ; ^ 
or if there be no such special accident, yet forasmuch as the 
common sort are led by the sway of their sensual desires, 
and therefore do more shun sin for the sensible evils which 
follow It amongst men, than for any kind of sentence which 
reason doth pronounce against it : - this very thing is cause 
sufficient why duties belonging unto each kind of virtue, 
albeit the Law of Reason teach them, should notwithstand- 
ing be prescribed even by human law. Which law in this 
case we term ?mxed^ because the matter whereunto it 
bindeth is the same which reason necessarily doth require at 
our hands, and from the Law of Reason it differeth in the 
manner of binding only. For whereas men before stood 
bound in conscience to do as the Law of Reason teacheth, 
they are now by virtue of human law become constramable, 
and if they outwardly transgress, punishable. As for laws 
which are 7 nerely human, the matter of them is any thing 
which reason doth but probably teach to be fit and conveni- 
ent • so that till such time as law hath passed amongst men 
about it, of Itself it bindeth no man. One example whereof 
may be this. Lands are by human law in some places after 
the owner’s decease divided unto all his children, in some 
all descendeth to the eldest son. If the Law of Reason 
did necessarily require but the one of these two to be done, 
they which by law have received the other should be subject 
to that heavy sentence, which denounceth against all that 
decree wicked, unjust, and unreasonable things, woe,^ 
AVhereas now whichsoever be received there is no Law of 
Reason transgressed ; because there is probable reason why 
either of them may be expedient, and for either of them 
more than probable reason there is not to be found. 

[ii.] Laws whether mixedly or merely human are made 
by politic societies ; some, only as those societies are civilly 
united ; some, as they are spiritually joined and make such 
a body as we call the Church. Of laws human in this 
latter kind we are to speak m the third book following. 
Let it therefore suffice thus far to have touched the force 
wherewith Almighty God hath graciously endued our nature, 
and thereby enabled the same to find out both those laws 
which all men generally are for ever bound to observe, and 

^ Jude 10. 

[Ansi Eth. Nic. X 10 Oi ttoXKoI hydytcri fmXKov ^ Atiycf? 
’Treidapxovcrtf ical ^ ri^ Isaiah x i. 
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also such as are most fit for their behoof, who lead their 
lives in any ordered state of government 

[12.] Now besides that law which simply concerneth men 
as men, and that which belongeth unto them as they are 
men linked with others in some form of politic society, 
there is a third kind of law which toucheth all such several 
bodies politic, so far forth as one of them hath public 
commerce with another, ilnd this third is the Law of 
Nations. Betw^een men and beasts there is no possibility 
of sociable communion, because the well-spring of that 
communion is a natural delight which man hath to transfuse 
from himself into others, and to receive from others into 
himself especially those things wLerein the excellency of 
his kind doth most consist. The chiefest instrument of 
human communion therefore is speech, because thereby 
we impart mutually one to another the conceits of our 
reasonable understanding.^ And for that cause seeing 
beasts are not hereof capable, forasmuch as with them 
we can use no such conference, they being in degiee, 
although above other creatures on earth to whom nature 
hath denied sense, yet lower than to be sociable com- 
panions of man to whom nature hath given reason , it is 
of Adam said that amongst the beasts “he found not for 
himself any meet companion. ^ Civil society doth more 
content the nature of man than any private kind of solitary 
living, because in society this good of mutual participation 
is so much larger than otherwise. Herewith notwithstand- 
ing we are not satisfied, but we covet (if it might be) to 
have a kind of society and fellowship even with all man- 
kind. Which thing Socrates intending to signify professed 
himself a citizen, not of this or that commonwealth, but 
of the world.® And an effect of that very natural desire 
in us (a manifest token that we wish after a sort an 
universal fellowship with all men) appeareth by the wonder- 
ful delight men have, some to visit foreign countries, some to 
discover nations not heard of in former ^ages, we all to 
know the affairs and dealings of other people, yea to be 
in league of amity with them : and this not only for 
trafifick’s sake, or to the end that when many are con- 
federated each may make other the more strong, but 
for such cause also as moved the Queen of Saba to visit 

^ Arist. Poht. 1. cap. 2 ^ Gen. li, 20. 

Cic. Tusc V [c. 37.] et 1. de Legib. [c, 12.] 
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Solomon;^ and in a word, because nature doth presume 
that how many men there are m the world, so many gods 
as it were there are, or at leastwise such they should be 
towards men. 

[13-] Touching laws which are to serve men in this 
behalf; even as those Laws of Reason, which (man re- 
taining his original integrity) had been sufficient to direct 
each particular person in all his affairs and duties, are 
not sufficient but require the access of other laws, now 
that man and his offspring are grown thus corrupt and 
sinful ; again, as those laws of polity and regiment, which 
'would have served men living in public society together 
with that harmless disposition which then they should 
have had, are not able now to serve, when men^s iniquity 
is so hardly restrained within any tolerable bounds * in 
like manner, the national laws of natural commerce be- 
tween societies of that former and better quality might 
have been other than now, when nations are so prone to 
offer violence, injury, and wrong. Hereupon hath grown 
in every of these three kinds that distinction between 
Primary and Secondary laws ; the one grounded upon 
sincere, the other built upon depraved nature Primary 
laws of nations are such as concern embassage, such as 
belong to the courteous entertainment of foreigners and 
strangers, such as serve for commodious traffick, and the 
like. Secondary laws in the same kind are such as this 
present unquiet world is most familiarly acquainted with, 
I mean laws of arms, which yet are much better known 
than kept. But what matter the Law of Nations doth 
contain I omit to search. 

The strength and virtue of that law is such that no 
particular nation can lawfully prejudice the same by any 
their several laws and ordinances, more than a man by 
his private resolutions the law of the whole commonwealth 
or state wherein he liveth. For as civil law, being the 
act of the whole body politic, doth therefore overrule 
each several part of the same body; so there is no leason 
that any one commonwealth of itself should to the pre- 
judice of another annihilate that whereupon the whole 
world hath agreed. For which cause, the Lacedaemonians 
forbidding all access of strangers into their coasts, are in 
that respect both by Josephus and Theodoret deservedly 
^ I Kings X I ; 2 Chron. ix. i ; Matt, xii 42 ; Luke xi 31. 
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blamed/ as being enemies to that hospitality which for 
common humanity’s sake all the nations on earth should 
embrace. 

[14.] Now as there is great cause of communion, and 
consequently of laws for the maintenance of communion, 
amongst nations , so amongst nations Christian the like 
in regard even of Christianity hath been always judged 
needful. 

And in this kind of correspondence amongst nations the 
force of general councils doth stand. For as one and the 
same law divine, whereof in the next place we are to speak, 
IS unto all Christian churches a rule for the chiefest things , 
by means whereof they all in that respect make one church, 
as having all but “one Lord, one faith, and one baptism 
so the urgent necessity of mutual communion for preserv- 
ation of our unity in these things, as also for order in some 
other things convenient to be every where uniformly kept, 
maketh it requisite that the Church of God here on earth 
have her laws of spiritual commerce between Christian 
nations, laws by virtue whereof all churches may enjoy 
freely the use of those reverend, religious, and sacred 
consultations, which are termed Councils General. A 
thing whereof God’s own blessed Spirit was the author,^ 
a thing practised by the holy Apostles themselves ; a thing 
always afterward kept and observed throughout the world ; 
a thing never otherwise than most highly esteemed of, till 
pride, ambition, and tyranny began by factious and vile 
endeavours to abuse that divine invention unto the further- 
ance of wicked purposes. But as the just authority of civil 
courts and parliaments is not therefore to be abolished, 
because sometime there is cunning used to frame them 
according to the private intents of men over potent in the 
commonwealth, so the grievous abuse which hath been 
of councils should rather cause men to study how so 
gracious a thing may again be reduced to that first per- 
fection, than in regard of stains and blemishes sithence 
growing be held for ever in extreme disgrace. 

To speak of this matter as the cause requireth would 
require very long discourse. All I will presently say is 
this : whether it be for the finding out of any thing where- 

^ Joseph, hb ii contra Apion [c. 36 ] Theod. lib ix. de sanand. 
Giacc Aff [p. 61 1, t. iv ed L*ar 1642 ] 

2 Ephes. iv. 5. ^ Acts xv. 28. 
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unto divine law bindeth us, but yet in such sort that men 
are not thereof on all sides resolved; or for the setting 
down of some uniform judgment to stand touching such 
things, as being neither way matters of necessity, are not- 
withstanding otfensive and scandalous when there is open 
opposition about them ; be it for the ending of strifes 
touching matters of Christian belief, 'wherein the one part 
may seem to have probable cause of dissenting from the 
other ; or be it concermng matters of polity, order, and 
regiment in the church , I nothing doubt but that Christian 
men should much better frame themselves to those heavenly 
precepts, which our Lord and Saviour with so great instancy 
gave ^ as concemmg peace and unity, if w^e did all concur 
in desire to have the use of ancient councils again renewed, 
rather than these proceedings continued, which either 
make all contentions endless, or bring them to one only 
determination, and that of all other the w^orst, which is 
by sword. 

[15.] It follo'weth therefore that a new” foundation being 
laid, we now adjoin hereunto that which cometh in the next 
place to be spoken of ; namely, wherefore God hath himself 
by Scripture made known such laws as seive for direction 
of men. 

XI. All things, (God only excepted,) besides the nature 
which they have in themselves, receive externally some 
perfection from other things, as hath been shewed. Inso- 
much as there is in the whole world no one thing great or 
small, but either in respect of knowledge or of use it may 
unto our perfection add somewhat. And whatsoever such 
perfection there is which our nature may acquire, the same 
we properly term our Good ; our Sovereign Good or Blessed- 
ness, that wherein the highest degree of all our perfection 
consisteth, that which being once attained unto there can 
rest nothing further to be desired ; and therefore with it our 
souls are fully content and satisfied, in that they have they 
rejoice, and thirst for no more. Wherefore of good things 
desired some are such that for themselves we covet them 
not, but only because they serve as instruments unto that 
for which we are to seek : of this sort are riches. Another 
kind there is, which although we desire for itself, as health, 
and virtue, and knowledge, nevertheless they are not the 
last mark whereat we aim, but have their further end where- 
^ John XIV. 27. 
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unto they are referred, so as m them we are not satisfied as 
having attained the utmost we may, but our desires do still 
proceed. These things are linked and as it were chained 
one to another , we labour to eat, and we eat to live, and 
we live to do good, and the good which we do is as seed 
sown with reference to a future harvest.^ But we must 
come at length to some pause. For, if every thing were to 
be desired for some other without any stint, there could be 
no certain end proposed unto our actions, we should go on 
we know not whither , yea, whatsoever we do were in vain, 
or rather nothing at all were possible to be done. For as to 
take away the first efficient of our being were to annihilate 
utterly our persons, so we cannot remove the last final cause 
of our working, but we shall cause whatsoever we work to 
cease. Therefore something there must be desired for 
itself simply and for no other. That is simply for itself 
desirable, unto the nature whereof it is opposite and re- 
pugnant to be desired with relation unto any other. The 
ox and the ass desire their food, neither propose they unto 
themselves any end wherefore , so that of them this is 
desired for itself ; but why ? By reason of their imper- 
fection which cannot otherwise desire it ; whereas that 
which is desired simply for itself, the excellency thereof is 
such as permitteth it not in any sort to be referred to a 
further end. 

[2.] Now that which man doth desire with reference to a 
further end, the same he desireth in such measure as is 
unto that end convenient; but what he coveteth as good 
in itself, towards that his desire is ever infinite. So that 
unless the last good of all, which is desired altogether for 
itself, be also infinite, we do evil in making it our end ; 
even as they who placed their felicity m wealth or honour 
or pleasure or any thing here attained , because in desiring 
any thing as our final perfection which is not so, we do 
amiss .2 Nothing may be infinitely desired but that good 
which indeed is infinite . for the better the more desirable , 
that therefore most desirable wherein there is infinity of 
goodness : so that if any thing desirable may be infinite, 

^ “He that sowelh to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever- 
lasting ” Gal. VI 8. 

® Vide Anst Ethic lib. x. c. 10. [c 7.] et Metaph 1 . xii. c. 6. 
[“ Est aliquid, quod non motum movet ; quod aeternum, et substantia, 
et actus est ”] et c 4, [“ Proeterhaec item [est] cuncta movens, tanquam 
omnium piimum ”] et c. 30. 
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that must needs be the highest of all things that are 
desired No good is infinite but only God ; therefore 
He our felicity and bliss. Moreover, desire tendeth unto 
union with that it desireth. If then in him we be blessed, 
it is by force of participation and conjunction with Him. 
Again, it is not the possession of any good thing can make 
them happy which have it, unless they enjoy the thing 
wherewith they are possessed. Then are we happy there- 
fore vrhen fully we enjoy God, as an object wherein the 
powers of our souls are satisfied even with everlasting 
delight: so that although w^e be men, yet by being unto 
God united we live as it were the life of God. 

[3.] Happiness therefore is that estate whereby we attain, 
so far as possibly may be attained, the full possession of 
that which simply for itself is to be desired, and containeth 
in it after an eminent sort the contentation of our desires, 
the highest degree of all our perfection. Of such perfection 
capable we are not in this life. For while we are m the 
world, subject we are unto sundry imperfections, ^ griefs of 
body, defects of mind, yea the best things we do are 
painful, and the exercise of them grievous, being continued 
without intermission , so as in those very actions whereby 
we are especially perfected in this life we are not able to 
persist , forced we are with veiy weariness, and that often, 
to interrupt them * which tediousness cannot fall into those 
operations that are in the state of bliss, when our union 
with God IS complete. Complete union with him must be 
according unto every power and faculty of our minds apt to 
receive so glorious an object. Capable we are of God both 
by understanding and will * by understanding, as He is that 
sovereign Truth which comprehendeth the rich treasures of 
all wisdom ; by will, as He is that sea of Goodness whereof 
whoso tasteth shall thirst no more. As the will doth now 
work upon that object by desire, which is as it were^ a 
motion towards the end as yet unobtamed ; so likewise 
upon the same hereafter received it shall work also by love, 

Appetitus inhiantis fit amor fruentis,^^ saith St. Augustine : 

^ Mdyou, S *A(rKk'h'Tri€, rh ovojua rov ayaSov iv Mf^c^Trois, rh 5e ^pyov 
ovSapLOv . . . Th Xiav KaKhvj rh ayaOdy Sam Th Se iydade 

&yae6y, ixSpcoy rov kukov rh SAclxtcrroy "AUyaroy ody rh ayaOhy iyOdSe 
fca 6 ap€j!>€iy rijs imKlas . KqySo Se 

^akdvTL iT€p\ rris yv6a€0iS rov dyadov, tin d^ivardy ^icmv aurd iv r^ 
Kdffficp dvai 6 ydp Kdrfxos TrX^pwiU^ i(rrt rrjs Kaidas, 6 Be @ehs rod dyadov, 
^ rh dyadbv rov ©eou. Meic. Ths [lib. vi. f. 14*] 
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“The longing disposition of them that thirst is changed 
into the sweet affection of them that taste and are re- 
plenished.’’ ^ Whereas we now love the thing that is good, 
but good especially in respect of benefit unto us ; we shall 
then love the thing that is good, only or principally for the 
goodness of beauty in itself. The soul being in this sort, as 
it IS active, perfected by love of that infinite good, shall, 
as it is receptive, be also perfected with those supernatural 
passions of joy, peace, and delight. All this endless and 
everlasting.” Which perpetuity, in regard whereof our 
blessedness is termed “ a crown which withereth not,” ^ 
doth neither depend upon the nature of the thing itself, 
nor proceed from any natural necessity that our souls 
should so exercise themselves for ever in beholding and 
loving God, but from the will of God, w^hich doth both 
freely perfect our nature in so high a degree, and continue 
it so perfected. Under Man, no creature in the world is 
capable of felicity and bliss. First, because their chiefest 
perfection consisteth in that which is best for them, but not 
in that which is simply best, as ours doth. Secondly, 
because whatsoever external perfection they tend unto, it 
is not better than themselves, as ours is. How just occa- 
sion have we therefore even in this respect with the Prophet 
to admire the goodness of God ? “ Lord, what is man, that 

thou shouldst exalt him above the works of thy hands,” ^ so 
far as to make thyself the inheritance of his rest and the 
substance of his felicity ? 

[4] Now if men had not naturally this desire to be 
happy, how were it possible that all men should have it ? 
All men have Therefore this desire in man is natural. It 
is not in our power not to do the same ; how should it then 
be in our power to do it coldly or remissly ? So that our 
desire being natural is also in that degree of earnestness 
whereunto nothing can be added. And is it probable that 
God should frame the hearts of all men so desirous of that 
which no man may obtain? It is an axiom of Nature 
that natural desire cannot utterly be frustrate.^ This desire 

^ Aug. de Trin. lib. ix c ult. [Verbatim, “ Appetitus, quo mhiatur 
rei cognoscendse, fit amor cogmtte ” viii. 888.] 

^ “ The just shall go into life everlasting.’’ Matt xxv [46] “They 
shall be as the angels of God.” Matt. xxii. [30.] 

2 Tim IV. 8 ; i Pet. v. 4 4 pgalm viii. 4. 

® Comment, in Prooem. ii. Metaph. [“Si comprehensio esset 
impossibilis, tunc desidenum esset otiosum : et concessum e.st ab om- 
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of ours being natural should be frustrate, if that which may 
satisfy the same were a thing impossible for man to aspire 
unto. Man doth seek a triple perfection : ^ first a sensual, 
consisting in those things which very life itself requireth 
either as necessary supplements, or as beauties and orna- 
ments thereof; then an intellectual, consisting in those 
things which none underneath man is either capable of or 
acquainted with ; lastly a spiritual and divine, consisting in 
those things whereunto we tend by supernatural means 
here, but cannot here attain unto them. They who make 
the first of these three the scope of their whole life, are said 
by the Apostle ^ to have no god but only their belly, to be 
earthly-minded men. Unto the second they bend them- 
selves, who seek especially to excel in all such knowledge 
and virtue as doth most commend men To this branch 
belongeth the law of moral and civil perfection. That there 
is somewhat higher than either of these two, no other proof 
doth need than the very process of man’s desire, which 
being natural should be frustrate, if there were not some 
farther thing wherein it might rest at the length contented, 
which in the former it cannot do. For man doth not seem 
to rest satisfied, either with fruition of that wherewith his life 
IS preserved, or with performance of such actions as advance 
him most deservedly in estimation ; but doth further covet, 
yea oftentimes manifestly pursue with great sedulity and 
earnestness, that which cannot stand him in any stead for 
vital use ; that which exceedeth the reach of sense ; yea 
somewhat above capacity of reason, somewhat divine and 
heavenly, which with hidden exultation it rather surmiseth 
than conceiveth ; somewhat it seeketh, and what that is 
directly it knoweth not, yet very mtentive desire thereof 
doth so incite it, that all other known delights and pleasures 
are laid aside, they give place to the search of this but only 
suspected desire. If the soul of man did serve only to give 
him being in this life, then things appertaining unto this 
life would content him, as we see they do other creatures , 
which creatures enjoying what they live by seek no further, 
but in this contentation do shew a kind of acknowledgment 
that there is no higher good which doth any way belong 
unto them With us it is otherwise. For although the 

nibus, quod nulla res est otiosa m fundamento naturse et crealurcn.” 
t. viii p. 14, ed. Venel. 1552.] 

1 [Anst. Eth. Nic. I. v. 2.] Phil. 111. 19. 
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beauties, riches, honours, sciences, virtues, and perfections 
of all men living, were in the present possession of one ^ 
yet somewhat beyond and above all this there would still 
be sought and earnestly thiisted for. So that Nature even 
in this life doth plainly claim and call for a more divine 
perfection than either of these two that have been 
mentioned. 

[5.] This last and highest estate of perfection whereof we 
speak IS received of men in the nature of a Reward. ^ 
Rewards do always presuppose such duties performed as 
are rewardable. Our natural means therefore unto blessed- 
ness are our works ; nor is it possible that Nature should 
ever find any other way to salvation than only this. But 
examine the works which we do, and since the first found- 
ation of the world what one can say. My ways are pure ^ 
Seeing then all flesh is guilty of that for which God hath 
threatened eternally to punish, what possibility is there this 
way to be saved? There resteth therefore either no way 
unto salvation, or if any, then surely a way which is super- 
natural, a way which could never have entered into the 
heart of man as much as once to conceive or imagine, if 
God himself had not revealed it extraordinarily. For which 
cause we term it the Mystery or secret way of salvation. 
And therefore St. Ambrose in this matter appealeth justly 
from man to God,^ “Coeli mysterium doceat me Deus, 
qui condidit, non homo qui seipsum ignoravit ; — Let God 
himself that made me, let not man that knows not himself, 
be my instructor concerning the mystical way to heaven.” 

When men of excellent wit,” saith Lactantius, had 
wholly betaken themselves unto study, after farewell bidden 
unto all kind as well of private as public action, they 
spared no labour that might be spent in the search of 
truth ; holding it a thing of much more price to seek and to 
find out the reason of all affairs as well divine as human, 
than to stick fast m the toil of piling up riches and gather- 
ing together heaps of honours. Howbeit, they both did fail 
of their purpose, and got not as much as to quit their 
charges, because truth which is the secret of the Most 
High God, whose proper handy-work all things are, cannot 

^ “ Rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven ” Matt 
V 12 Sumnia meices est ut ipso perfmamur.’’® Aug. de I)oct 
Cbiist. cap 6 [I. 32. t ill 16 ] ^ 

^ Ambros contra Sym. [Ep iS, § 7. 1. n. 835. J 
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be compassed with that mt and those senses which are our 
own. For God and man should be very near neighbours, 
if man^s cogitations were able to take a survey of the coun- 
sels and appointments of that Majesty everlasting. Which 
being utterly impossible, that the eye of man by itself should 
look into the bosom of divme Reason ; God did not suffer 
him being desirous of the light of wisdom to stray any 
longer up and down, and with bootless expense of travel to 
wander in darkness that had no passage to get out by. His 
eyes at the length God did open, and bestow upon him the 
knowledge of the truth by way of Donative, to the end that 
man might both be clearly convicted of folly, and being 
through error out of the way, have the path that leadeth 
unto immortality laid plain before him.” ^ Thus far Lac- 
tantius Firmianus, to shew that God himself is the teacher of 
the truth, whereby is made known the supernatural way of 
salvation and law for them to live m that shall be saved. In 
the natural path of everlasting life the first beginning is that 
ability of doing good, which God m the day of man’s creation 
endued him with , from hence obedience unto the will of his 
Creator, absolute righteousness and integrity in all his actions ; 
and last of all the justice of God rewaiding the worthiness of 
his deserts with the crown of eternal glory. Had Adam con- 
tinued in his first estate, this had been the way of life unto 
him and all his posterity. Wherein I confess notwithstanding 
with the wittiest of the school-divines,'^ ‘‘ That if we speak of 

^ “ Magno et excellenti mgenio vui, cum se doctrmse penitus, dedi- 
dissent, qmcquid labons poterat impendi (contemptis omnibus et 
privatis et publicis actionibus) ad inquirendm veritatis studium con- 
tuleiunl, existimantes multo esse praiclarius humanarum divmarumque 
rerum mvestigare ac scire rationem, quam struendis opibus aiit cumu- 
landis liononbus inhaerere Sed neque adepli sunt id quod volebant, et 
operain simul atque industriam perdiderunt . quia veiitas, id est arcanum 
sunimi Dci qui fecit omnia, ingenio ac propnis sensibus non potest com- 
piehendi. Alioqui nibil inter Deum hommemque distaret, si consiha et 
dispositiones illius majestatis a'tcrna; cogitatio assequeretiir huniana 
Quod quia fieri non potuit lit homini per seipsum latio divina notesceret, 
non est passus hommem Deus lumen sapientun requiientem diiitiub 
aberrarc, ac sine ullo labons effcctu vagari per tenebras mextiicabiles 
Aperuit oculos ejus aliquando, et notionem ventatis muniis suuni fecit, 
lit et humanam sapientiam nullam esse monstraiet, et erianti ac vago 
viam consequendie immortahtatis ostenderet ” Lactant lib 1. cap i. 

^ Scot, hb IV. Sent dist 49, 6 “ Loquendo de stiicta justitia, Deus 

nulli nostrum propter (juAicunque merita est debitor perfectionis 
reddendoe tarn mteiiste, propter imnioderatum excessiim illius pei- 
fectionis ultia ilia menta. Sed esto quod ex liberalitate sua clctei- 
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Strict justice, God could no way have been bound to requite 
man’s labours in so large and ample a manner as human 
felicity doth import; inasmuch as the dignity of this 
exceedeth so far the other’s value. But be it that God 
of his great liberality had determined in lieu of man’s 
endeavours to bestow the same, by the rule of that justice 
which best beseemeth him, namely, the justice of one that 
requireth nothing mincingly, but all with pressed and 
heaped and even over-enlarged measure ; yet could it never 
hereupon necessarily be gathered, that such justice should 
add to the nature of that reward the property of everlasting 
continuance, sith possession of bliss, though it should be 
but for a moment, were an abundant retribution.” But we 
are not now to enter into this consideration, how gracious and 
bountiful our good God might still appear in so rewarding 
the sons of men, albeit they should exactly perform what- 
soever duty their nature bindeth them unto. Howsoever 
God did propose this reward, we that were to be rewarded 
must have done that which is required at our hands ; we 
failing in the one, it were in nature an impossibility that 
the other should be looked for. The light of nature is 
never able to find out any way of obtaining the reward 
of bliss, but by performing exactly the duties and works of 
righteousness. 

[6.] From salvation therefore and life all fliesh being 
excluded this way, behold how the wisdom of God hath 
revealed a way mystical and supernatural, a way directing 
unto the same end of life by a course which groundeth itself 
upon the guiltiness of sin, and through sin desert of con- 
demnation and death. For in this way the first thing is the 
tender compassion of God respecting us drowned and 
swallowed up in misery ; the next is redemption out of the 
same by the precious death and merit of a mighty Saviour, 
which hath witnessed of himself, saying,^ I am the way,” 
the way that leadeth us from misery into bliss. This super- 
natural way had God in himself prepared before all worlds. 
The way of supernatural duty which to us he hath pre- 

minasset mentis conferre actum tarn perfectum tanquam pra;mium, tali 
quidem justitia qualis decet eum, scilicet supererogantis m pniemiis . 
tamen non sequitur ex hoc necessario, quod per illam justiliam sil 
reddenda perfectio perennis tanquam prjemmm, imo abundans fieret 
retributio in beatitudine umus momenti.” [p i68. Venel. 1598.] 

^ John XIV. 6 
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scribed, our Saviour in the Gospel of St. John doth note, 
terming it by an excellency, The Work of God,^ This is 
the work of God, that ye believe in him whom he hath 
sent.’’ Not that God doth require nothing unto happiness 
at the hands of men saving only a naked belief (for hope 
and charity we may not exclude -) ; but that without belief 
all other things are as nothing, and it the ground of those 
other divine virtues. 

Concerning Faith, the principal object whereof is that 
eternal Verity which hath discovered the treasures of hidden 
wisdom in Christ; concerning Hope, the highest object 
whereof is that everlasting Goodness which in Christ doth 
quicken the dead; concerning Charity, the final object 
whereof is that incomprehensible Beauty which shineth in 
the countenance of Christ the Son of the living God : con- 
cerning these virtues, the first of which beginning here with 
a weak apprehension of things not seen, endeth with the 
intuitive vision of God in the world to come ; the second 
beginning here with a trembling expectation of things far 
removed and as yet but only heard of, endeth with real and 
actual fruition of that which no tongue can express; the 
third beginning here with a weak inclination of heart towards 
him unto whom we are not able to approach, endeth with 
endless union, the mystery whereof is higher than the reach 
of the thoughts of men ; concerning that Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, without which there can be no salvation, was there 
ever any mention made saving only in that law which God 
himself hath from heaven revealed^ There is not in the 
world a syllable muttered with certain truth concerning any 
of these three, more than hath been supernaturally received 
from the mouth of the eternal God. 

Laws therefore concerning these things are supernatural, 
both in respect of the manner of delivering them, which is 
divine ; and also in regard of the things delivered, which are 
such as have not in nature any cause from which they flow, 

^ John VI 29 

3 [Chr Letter, p. 13. “ Tell us . . . whether you thmke that not 

faith alone, but faith, hope, and love, be the formall cause of our 
righteousness ” 

Hooker, MS. note. Is faith then the fqrmall cause of justification? 
And faith alone a cause in this kind ? Who hath taught you this 
doctrine ? Have you been tampering so long with Pastors, Doctors, 
Elders, Deacons ; that the first principles of your religion are now to 
learn ? ”] 
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but were by the voluntary appointment of God ordained be- 
sides the course of nature, to rectify nature’s obliquity withal. 

XII. When supernatural duties are necessarily exacted, 
natural are not rejected as needless. The law of God there- 
fore is, though principally delivered for instruction in the 
one, yet fraught with precepts of the other also. The 
Scripture is fraught even with laws of Nature ; insomuch 
that Gratian ^ defining Natural Right, (whereby is meant the 
right which exacteth those general duties that concern men 
naturally even as they are men,) termeth Natural Right, 
that which the Books of the Law and the Gospel do 
contain.” Neither is it vain that the Scripture aboundeth 
with so great store of laws in this kind . for they are either 
such as we of ourselves could not easily have found out, and 
then the benefit is not small to have them readily set down 
to our hands ; or if they be so clear and manifest that no 
man endued with reason can lightly be ignorant of them, yet 
the Spirit as it were borrowing them from the school of 
Nature, as serving to prove th^ings less manifest, and to 
induce a persuasion of somewhat which were m itself more 
hard and dark, unless it should in such sort be cleared, the 
very applying of them unto cases particular is not without 
most singular use and profit many ways for men’s instruction 
Besides, be they plain of themselves or obscure, the evidence 
of God’s own testimony added to the natural assent of reason 
concerning the certainty of them, doth not a little comfort 
and confirm the same. 

[2.] Wherefore inasmuch as our actions are conversant 
about things beset with many circumstances, which cause 
men of sundry wits to be also of sundry judgment concerning 
that which ought to be done , requisite it cannot but seem 
the rule of divine law should herein help our imbecility, that 
we might the more infallibly understand what is good and 
what evil. The first principles of the Law of Nature are 
easy, hard it were to find men ignorant of them. But 
concerning the duty which Nature’s law doth require at the 
hands of men m a number of things particular, so far hath 
the natural understanding even of sundry whole nations been 
darkened, that they have not discerned no not gross iniquity 
to be sin.^ Again, being so prone as w^e are to fawn upon 

^ “Jus natuiale est, quod m Lege et Evangelic continetur.” p. i, 
d. I [Corp Jur Can p 2. Lugd. 1584.] 

^ Joseph hb. secundo contra Apion. [c 37.] “ Lacedx'monn quo- 
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ourselves, and to be ignorant as much as may be of our own 
deformities, without the feeling sense whereof ive are most 
wretched; even so much the more, because not knowing 
them we cannot so much as desire to have them taken 
away , how should our festered sores be cured, but that God 
bath delivered a law as sharp as the two-edged sword, 
piercing the very closest and most unsearchable corners of 
the heart, ^ which the Law of Nature can hardly, human laws 
by no means possible, reach unto ? Hereby we know even 
secret concupiscence to be sin, and are made fearful to offend 
though it be but in a wandering cogitation. Finally, of 
those things which are for direction of all the parts of our 
life needful, and not impossible to be discerned by the light 
of Nature itself ; are there not many which few men's 
natural capacity, and some which no man’s, hath been able 
to find out ? They are, saith St Augustine, ^ but a few, and 
they endued with great ripeness of wit and judgment, free 
from all such affairs as might trouble their meditations, 
instructed in the sharpest and the subtilest points of learning, 
who have, and that very hardly, been able to find out but 
only the immortality of the soul. The resurrection of the 
flesh what man did ever at any time dream of, having not 
heard it otherwise than from the school of Nature ^ Where- 
by It appeareth how much we are bound to yield unto our 
Creator the Father of all mercy eternal thanks, for that he 

modo non sunt ob inhospitalitatem reprehendendi, fcedumque neglectum 
nuptiarum ? Elienses veio et Thebam ob coitum cum masculis plane 
impudentem et contra naturam, quern recte et utiliter exercere puta- 
bant ^ Cumque hxc oinnmo perpetrarunt, etiam suis legibiis miscuere ” 
Vid Th I, 2, q 94, 4, 5, 6 . “Lex naturce sic corrupta fuit apud 
Germanos, ut latrocmium non reputarent peccatuni.” [t. xi 204 ] 
August (aut quisquis auctor est) lib de quaest Nov. et Vet. Test. 
“ (^uis nesciat quid bonfe vitce conveniat, aut ignoret quia quod sibi 
fier'i non vult aliis minime debeat facere ? At vero ubi naturahs lex 
evaniut oppressa consuetudine delinquendi, tunc opoituit mamfestari 
scriptis, ut Dei judicium omnes audirent [legem mamfestan, ut in 
Judmis omnes homines audirent :] non quod pemtus obliteiata est, sed 
quia maxima ejiis auctoritate carebant, idololatrim studebatur, timoi 
Dei in terns non erat, formcatio operabatur, circa rem proximi avida 
erat concupiscentia. Data [danda] ergo lex erat, ut et quae sciebantur 
auctoritatem haberent, et quae latere cceperant manifestarentur. ” 
Qumst. IV. [t. 111. App. 44.] 

Heb. IV. 12. 

2 [“Humanis argumentatiombus haec mvemre conantes, vix pauci 
magno pracditi ingenio, abundantes otio, doctrmisque subtilissimis 
eruditi, ad indagandam solms ammce immortal itatem pervemre potue- 
runt.” DcTrm lib xin. c. 12. lorn viii. 935.] 
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hath delivered his law unto the world, a law wherein so many 
things are laid open, clear, and manifest, as a light which 
otherwise would have been buried in darkness, not without 
the hazard, or rather not with the hazard but with the certain 
loss, of infinite thousands of souls most undoubtedly now 
saved. 

[3.] We see, therefore, that our sovereign good is desired 
naturally , that God the author of that natural desire had 
appointed natural means whereby to fulfil it; that man 
having utterly disabled his nature unto those means hath 
had other revealed from God, and hath received from 
heaven a law to teach him how that which is desired 
naturally must now supernaturally be attained. Finally, we 
see that because those latter exclude not the former quite 
and clean as unnecessary, therefore together with such super- 
natural duties as could not possibly have been otherwise 
known to the w^orld, the same law that teacheth them, 
teacheth also with them such natural duties as could not by 
light of Nature easily have been known. 

XIII. In the first age of the world God gave laws unto 
our fathers, and by reason of the number of their days their 
memories served instead of books, whereof the manifold 
imperfections and defects being known to God, he mercifully 
relieved the same by often putting them in mind of that 
whereof it behoved them to be specially mindful. In which 
respect we see how many times one thing hath been iterated 
unto sundry even of the best and wisest among them. After 
that the lives of men were shortened, means more durable 
to preserve the laws of God from oblivion and corruption 
grew in use, not without precise direction from God him- 
self. First therefore of Moses it is said, that he wrote all 
the words of God , ^ not by his own private motion and 
device : for God taketh this act to himself,^ I have written.’^ 
Furthermore, were not the Prophets following commanded 
also to do the like? Unto the holy evangelist St. John, 
how often express charge is given, Scribe,” Write these 
things.” ® Concerning the rest of our Lord^s disciples, the 
words of St. Augustine are,^ '' Quicquid file de suis factis et 
dictis nos legere voluit, hoc scribendum illis tanquam suis 
mambus imperavit.” 

1 Exod. XXIV. 4. 

Apoc. 1. II ; XIV 13 


2 Hos viii. 12 [and Exod xxiv 12 ] 
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[2.] Now, although we do not deny it to be a matter 
merely accidental unto the law of God to be written; 
although writing be not that which addeth authority and 
strength thereunto ; finally, though his laws do require at 
our hands the same obedience howsoever they be delivered ; 
his providence notwithstanding which hath made principal 
choice of this way to deliver them, who seeth not what 
cause we have to admire and magnify ? The singular benefit 
that hath grown unto the world, by receiving the laws of 
God even by his owm appointment committed unto writing, 
we are not able to esteem as the value thereof deserveth. 
When the question therefore is, whether we be now to seek 
or any revealed law of God otherwhere than only in the 
sacred Scripture ; whether we do now stand bound in the 
sight of God to yield to traditions urged by the Church of 
Rome the same obedience and reverence we do to his 
written law, honouring equally and adoring both as divine : 
our answer is, No. They that so earnestly plead for the 
authority of tradition, as if nothing were more safely con- 
veyed than that which spreadeth itself by report, and 
descendeth by relation of former generations unto the ages 
that succeed, are not all of them (surely a miracle it were if 
they should be) so simple as thus to persuade themselves ; 
howsoever, if the simple were so persuaded, they could be 
content perhaps very well to enjoy the benefit, as they 
account it, of that common error. What hazard the truth is 
in when it passeth through the hands of report, how maimed 
and deformed it becometh, they are not, they cannot 
possibly be ignorant. Let them that are indeed of this 
mind consider but only that little of things divine, which the ^ 
heathen have in such sort received. How miserable had 
the state of the Church of God been long ere this, if want- 
ing the sacred Scripture we had no record of his laws, but 
only the memory of man receiving the same by report and 
relation from his predecessors? 

[3 ] By Scripture it hath in the wisdom of God seemed 

^ I mean those historical matteis concerning the ancient state of the 
first world, the deluge, the sons of Noah, the children of Israel’s 
deliverance out of Egypt, the life and doings of Moses their captain, 
with such like • the certain truth whereof delivered in Holy Scriptuie 
IS of the heathen which had them only by report so intermingled with 
fabulous vamties, that the most which remameth in them to be seen is 
the show of daik and obscure steps, where some part of the truth hath 
gone. 
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meet to deliver unto the world much but personally ex- 
pedient to be practised of certain men; many deep and 
profound points of doctrine, as being the mam original 
ground whereupon the precepts of duty depend , many 
prophecies, the clear performance whereof might confirm 
the world m belief of things unseen, many histones to 
serve as looking-glasses to behold the mercy, the truth, the 
righteousness of God towards all that faithfully serve, obey, 
and honour him ; yea many entire meditations of piety, to 
be as patterns and precedents in cases of like nature ; many 
things needful for explication, many for application unto 
particular occasions, such as the providence of God from 
time to time hath taken to have the several books of his 
holy ordinance written. Be it then that together with the 
principal necessary law’s of God there are sundry other 
things written, whereof we might haply be ignorant and yet 
be saved: what? shall we hereupon think them needless? 
shall we esteem them as riotous branches wherewith we 
sometimes behold most pleasant vines overgrown ? Surely 
no more than we judge our hands or our eyes superfluous, 
or what part soever, which if our bodies did want, we might 
notwithstanding any such defect retain still the complete 
being of men. As therefore a complete man is neither 
destitute of any part necessary, and hath some pails whereof 
though the want could not deprive him of his essence, 
yet to have them standeth him in singular stead in respect 
of the special uses for which they serve ; in like sort all those 
writings which contain in them the Law of God, all those 
venerable books of Scripture, all those sacred tomes and 
volumes of Holy Writ; they are with such absolute perfec- 
tion framed, that in them there neither wanteth any thing 
the lack whereof might deprive us of life, nor any thing in 
such wise aboundeth, that as being superfluous, unfruitful, 
and altogether needless, we should think it no loss or danger 
at all if w^e did want it. 

XIV. Although the Scripture of God therefore be stored 
with infinite variety of matter in all kinds, although it 
abound with all sorts of laws, yet the principal intent of 
Scripture is to deliver the laws of duties supernatural. Often- 
times it hath been in very solemn manner disputed, whether 
all things necessary unto salvation be necessarily set down 
in the Holy Scriptures or no.^ If we define that necessary 

^ “ Utruiii cognitio supernaturalis necessaria viaton sit sufflcicntcr 



Sufficiency of Scripture to its End 215 

unto salvation, whereby the way to salvation is in any sort 
made more plain, apparent, and easy to be known ; then 
IS there no part of true philosophy, no art of account, no 
kind of science rightly so called, but the Scripture must 
contain it. If only those things be necessary, as surely 
none else are, without the knowledge and practice whereof 
it is not the will and pleasure of God to make any ordinary 
grant of salvation , it may be notwithstanding and oftentimes 
hath been demanded, how the books of Holy Scripture 
contain in them all necessary things, when of things necessary 
the very chiefest is to know what books we are bound to 
esteem holy ; which point is confessed impossible for the 
Scripture itself to teach. Whereunto we may answer with 
truth, that there is not in the world any art or science, which 
proposing unto itself ^an end (as every one doth some 
end or other) hath been therefore thought defective, if it 
have not delivered simply whatsoever is needful to the same 
end , but all kinds of knowledge have their certain bounds 
and limits ; each of them presupposeth many necessary 
things learned in other sciences and known beforehand. 
He that should take upon him to teach men how to be 
eloquent in pleading causes, must needs deliver unto them 
whatsoever precepts are requisite unto that end ; otherwise 
he doth not the thing which he taketh upon him. Seeing 
then no man can plead eloquently unless he be able first to 
speak , it followeth that ability of speech is in this case a 
thing most necessary. Notwithstanding every man would 
think it ridiculous, that he which undertaketh by writing to 
instruct an orator should therefore deliver all the precepts of 
grammar; because his profession is to deliver precepts 
necessary unto eloquent speech, yet so that they which are 
to receive them be taught beforehand so much of that which 
is thereunto necessary, as comprehendeth the skill of speak- 
ing. In like sort, albeit Scripture do profess to contain in it 
all things that are necessary unto salvation ; yet the meaning 
cannot be simply of all things which are necessary, but all 
things that are necessary in some certain kind or form ; 
as all things which are necessary, and either could not at all 
or could not easily be known by the light of natural dis- 
course ; all things which are necessary to be known that we 
may be saved; but known with presupposal of knowledge 

tiadita in sacra Scnptixra ? ” This question proposed by Scotus is 
affirmatively concluded. [In Sent, hb 1 p lo, D. et Re&p p 2, K ] 
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concerning certain principles whereof it receiveth us already 
persuaded, and then mstructeth us in all the residue that are 
necessary. In the number of these principles one is the 
sacred authority of Scripture. Being therefore persuaded by 
other means that these Scriptures are the oracles of God, 
themselves do then teach us the rest, and lay before us all 
the duties which God requireth at our hands as necessary 
unto salvation. 

[2,] Further, there hath been some doubt likewise, 
whether containing in Scripture do import express setting 
down in plain terms, or else comprehending in such sort that 
by reason we may from thence conclude all things which are 
necessary. Against the former of these two constructions 
instance hath sundry ways been given. For our belief in 
the Trinity, the co-eternity of the Son of God with his 
Father, the proceeding of the Spirit from the Father and the 
Son, the duty of baptizing infants : these with such other 
principal points, the necessity whereof is by none denied, 
are notwithstanding in Scripture no where to be found by 
express literal mention, only deduced they are out of 
Scripture by collection. This kind of comprehension in 
Scripture being therefore received, still there is doubt how 
far wx are to proceed by collection, before the full and com- 
plete measure of things necessary be made up. For let us 
not think that as long as the world doth endure the wit of 
man shall be able to sound the bottom of that which may 
be concluded out of the Scripture ; especially if “ things 
contained by collection do so far extend, as to draw in 
whatsoever may be at any time out of Scripture but probably 
and conjecturally surmised. But let necessary collection be 
made requisite, and we may boldly deny, that of all those 
things which at this day are with so great necessity urged 
upon this church under the name of reformed church-disci- 
pline, there is any one which their books hitherto have made 
manifest to be contained in the Scripture. Let them if they 
can allege but one properly belonging to their cause, and not 
common to them and us, and shew the deduction thereof 
out of Scripture to be necessary. 

[3 ] It hath been already shewed how all things necessary 
unto salvation in such sort as before we have maintained 
must needs be possible for men to know , and that many 
things are in such sort necessary, the knowledge whereof is 
by the light of Natuie impossible to be attained. Where- 
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Upon It followeth that either all flesh is excluded from 
possibility of salvation, which to think were most barbarous ; 
or else that God hath by supernatural means revealed the 
way of life so far forth as doth suffice For this cause God 
hath so many times and ways spoken to the sons of men. 
Neither hath he by speech only, but by writing also, 
instructed and taught his Church. The cause of uTiting 
hath been to the end that things by him revealed unto the 
world might have the longer continuance, and the greater 
certainty of assurance, by how much that which standeth on 
record hath in both those respects pre-eminence above that 
which passeth from hand to hand, and hath no pens but the 
tongues, no books but the ears of men to record it. The 
several books of Scripture having had each some several 
occasion and particular purpose w^hich caused them to be 
written, the contents thereof are according to the exigence 
of that special end whereunto they are intended. Hereupon 
it groweth that every book of Holy Scripture doth take out 
of all kinds of truth, natural,^ historical,- foreign,^ super- 
natural,^ so much as the matter handled requireth. 

Now forasmuch as there hath been reason alleged 
sufficient to conclude, that all things necessary unto salvation 
must be made known, and that God himself hath therefore 
revealed his will, because otherwise men could not have 
known so much as is necessary ; his surceasing to speak to 
the world, since the publishing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the delivery of the same in writing, is unto us a manifest 
token that the way of salvation is now sufficiently opened, 
and that we need no other means for our full instruction 
than God hath already furnished us withal. 

[4.] The main drift of the whole New Testament is that 
which St. John setteth down as the purpose of his own 
history; These things are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is Christ the Son of God, and that in believing 
ye might have life through his name.^^ The drift of the 
Old that which the Apostle mentioneth to Timothy, ® “The 
Holy Scriptures are able to make thee wise unto Salvation.^^ 
So that the general end both of Old and New is one ; the 
difference between them consisting in this, that the Old did 
make wise by teaching salvation through Christ that should 
come, the New by teaching that Christ the Saviour is come, 

^ Eph. V 29. ^2 Tun m. 8 Til 1. 12 

2 Pet. 11. 4. ® John XX. 31, ^2 Tim. 111 15. 
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and that Jesus whom the Jews did crucify, and whom God 
did raise again from the dead, is he. When the Apostle 
therefore affirmeth unto Timothy, that the Old was able to 
make him wise to salvation, it was not his meaning that 
the Old alone can do this unto us which live sithence the 
publication of the New. For he speaketh with presupposal 
of the doctrine of Christ known also unto Timothy ; and 
therefore first it is said, ^ ‘‘ Continue thou in those things 
which thou hast learned and art persuaded, knowing of whom 
thou hast been taught them ” Again, those Scriptures he 
granteth were able to make him wise to salvation ; but he 
addeth, - through the faith which is in Christ.’’ Wherefore 
without the doctrine of the New Testament teaching that 
Christ hath wrought the redemption of the world, which 
redemption the Old did foreshew he should work, it is not 
the foimer alone which can on our behalf perform so much 
as the Apostle doth avouch, who presupposeth this when he 
magnifieth that so highly. And as his words concerning 
the books of ancient Scripture do not take place but with 
presupposal of the Gospel of Christ embraced ; so our own 
words also, when we extol the complete sufficiency of the 
whole entire body of the Scripture, must in like sort be 
understood with this caution, that the benefit of nature’s 
light be not thought excluded as unnecessary, because the 
necessity of a diviner light is magnified. 

[5 ] There is m Scripture therefore no defect, but that 
any man, what place or calling soever he hold in the Church 
of God, may have thereby the light of his natural under- 
standing so perfected, that the one being relieved by the 
other, there can want no part of needful instruction unto any 
good work which God himself requireth, be it natural or 
supernatural, belonging simply unto men as men, or unto 
men as they are united in whatsoever kind of society. It 
sufficeth therefore that Nature and Scripture do serve in 
such full sort, that they both jointly and not severally either 
of them be so complete, that unto everlasting felicity we 
need not the knowledge of any thing more than these two 
may easily furnish our minds with on all sides ; ^ and there- 

^ 2 Tim 111 14. 2 Verse 15. 

[Christ Letter, p. 7. “Although you exclude tiaditions as a part 
of supernatuiall trueth, yet you infer that the light of nature teacheth 
some knowledge naturall whiche is necessarie to salvation.” And p. k 
“ What scripture appro veth such a saying, . . that cases and matters of 
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fore they which add traditions, as a part of supernatural 
necessary truth, have not the truth, but are in error. For 
they only plead, that whatsoever God revealeth as necessary 
for all Christian men to do or believe, the same we ought to 
embrace, whether we have received it by writing or other- 
wise ; which no man denieth : when that which they should 
confirm, who claim so great reverence unto traditions, is, 
that the same traditions are necessarily to be acknowledged 
divine and holy. For vre do not reject them only because 
they are not in the Scripture, but because they are neither 
in Scripture, nor can otherwise sufficiently by any reason be 
proved to be of God. That which is of God, and may be 
evidently proved to be so, we deny not but it hath in his 
kind, although unwritten, yet the selfsame force and authority 
with the written laws of God. It is by ours acknowledged, 
‘‘that the Apostles did in every church institute and ordain 
some rites and customs serving for the seemliness of church- 
regiment, which rites and customs they have not committed 
unto WTiting.^’ ^ Those rites and customs being known to 
be apostolical, and having the nature of things changeable, 
were no less to be accounted of in the Church than other 
things of the like degree ; that is to say, capable in like sort 
of alteration, although set down in the Apostles' writings. 
For both being known to be apostolical, it is not the manner 
of delivering them unto the Church, but the author from 
whom they proceed, which doth give them their force and 
credit. 

XV. Laws being imposed either by each man upon him- 
self, or by a public society upon the particulars thereof, or 
by all the nations of men upon every several society, or by 
the Lord himself upon any or every of these, there is not 
amongst these four kinds any one but containeth sundry 
both natural and positive laws. Impossible it is but that 

salvation bee determinable by any other lawe then of holy Scripture ” 
Hooker, MS. note “ Remember here to show the use of the law of 
nature m handling matteis of religion. Are there not cases of salvation 
wherein a man may have controversie with infidels which believe not the 
Scnptuies? And even with them which believe Scripture the law of 
natuie notwithstanding is not without force, that any man to whom it is 
alleaged can cast it of as a thing impertinent. ”] 

^ [Whitakerus ad versus Bellarmm. qujest. 6, cap. 6 “ Fatemur 

Apostolos m singulis ecclesiis ritus aliquos atque consuetudines, ordims 
et decon causa, sanxisse, non autem scripsisse quia hi ntus non fuerunt 
perpetui futun, sed liben, qui pro commodo et temporum ratione mutari 
possent ” Bellarmm. Opp I. 372 qusest 6, cap. 6 Genev. 1610.] 
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they should fall into a number of gross errors, who only take 
such laws for positive as have been made or invented of 
men, and holding this position hold also, that all positive 
and none but positive laws are mutable. Laws natural do 
always bind ; laws positive not so, but only after they have 
been expressly and wittingly imposed. Laws positive there 
are in every of those kinds before mentioned. As in the 
first kind the promises which we have passed unto men, and 
the vows we have made unto God ; for these are laws which 
we tie ourselves unto, and till we have so tied ourselves 
they bind us not. Laws positive in the second kind are 
such as the civil constitutions peculiar unto each particular 
commonweal. In the third kind the law of heraldry in war 
is positive : and in the last all the judicials which God gave 
unto the people of Israel to observe. And although no 
laws but positive be mutable, yet all are not mutable which 
be positive. Positive laws are either permanent or else 
changeable, according as the matter itself is concerning 
which they were first made. Whether God or man be the 
maker of them, alteration they so far forth admit, as the 
matter doth exact. 

[2.] Laws that concern supernatural duties are all 
positive,^ and either concern men supernaturally as men, 
or else as parts of a supernatural society, which society we 
call the Church. To concern men as men supernaturally is 
to concern them as duties which belong of necessity to all, 
and yet could not have been known by any to belong unto 
them, unless God had opened them himself, inasmuch as 
they do not depend upon any natural ground at all out of 
which they may be deduced, but are appointed of God to 
supply the defect of those natural ways of salvation, by 
which we are not now able to attain thereunto. The Church 
being a supernatural society doth differ from natural societies 
in this, that the persons unto whom we associate ourselves, in 

^ [To prevent any misapplication of this principle, it may be useful to 
compare Butler’s Analogy, p n. c. i. § 2 j where moial precepts and 
duties are contiasted with positive in a manner which may at first 
appear inconsistent with Hooker’s language But the appearance of 
discrepancy will perhaps be removed, if it is considered that Hooker 
opposes the term Positive to Natural, m regaid of our ability or inability 
to obtain the knowledge of a law without express revelation . Butlei on 
the other hand opposes Positive to Moral, m regard of our ability or 
inability to discern the reasonableness of a law made known to us by 
revelation or otherwise. ] 
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the one are men simply considered as men, but they to whom 
we be joined in the other, are God, Angels, and holy men 
Again the Church being both a society and a society super- 
natural, although as it is a society it have the selfsame 
original grounds which other politic societies have, namely, 
the natural inclination which all men have unto sociable life, 
and consent to some certain bond of association, which 
bond is the law that appomteth what kind of order they 
shall be associated in . yet unto the Church as it is a society 
supernatural this is peculiar, that part of the bond of their 
association which belong to the Church of God must be a 
law supernatural, which God himself hath revealed concern- 
ing the kind of worship which his people shall do unto him. 
The substance of the service of God therefore, so far forth 
as it hath in it any thing more than the Law of Reason doth 
teach, may not be invented of men, as it is amongst the 
heathens,^ but must be received from God himself, as always 
it hath been in the Church, saving only when the Church 
hath been forgetful of her duty. 

[3.] Wherefore to end with a general rule concerning all 
the laws which God hath tied men unto : those laws divine 
that belong, whether naturally or supernaturally, either to 
men as men, or to men as they live in politic society, or to 
men as they are of that politic society which is the Church, 
without any further respect had unto any such variable 
accident as the state of men and of societies of men and of 
the Church itself in this world is subject unto ; all laws that 
so belong unto men, they belong for ever, yea although they 
be Positive Laws, unless being positive God himself which 
made them alter them The reason is, because the subject 
or matter of laws in general is thus far forth constant : which 
matter is that for the ordering whereof laws were instituted, 
and being instituted are not changeable without cause, 
neither can they have cause of change, when that which gave 
them their first institution remaineth for ever one and the 
same. On the other side, laws that were made for men or 
societies or churches, in regard of their being such as they 
do not always continue, but may perhaps be clean otherwise 
a while after, and so may require to be otherwise ordered than 
before ; the laws of God himself which are of this nature, no 
man endued with common sense will ever deny to be of a 

^ " Their fear towards taught by the precept of men ” Isa* 

XXIX i^. 
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different constitution from the former, in respect of the one^s 
constancy and the mutability of the other. And this doth 
seem to have been the very cause why St. John doth so 
peculiarly term the doctrine that teacheth salvation by Jesus 
Christ, '^jEzmigehum 6Sfernum^ an eternal Gospel because 
there can be no reason wherefore the publishing thereof 
should be taken away, and any other instead of it pro- 
claimed, as long as the world doth continue * whereas the 
whole law of rites and ceremonies, although delivered with so 
great solemnity, is notwithstanding clean abrogated, inas- 
much as it had but temporary cause of God’s ordaining it. 

[4.] But that we may at length conclude this first general 
introduction unto the nature and original birth, as of all 
other laws, so likewise of those which the sacred Scripture 
containeth, concerning the Author whereof even infidels 
have confessed that He can neither err nor deceive . ^ albeit 
about things easy and manifest unto all men by common 
sense there needeth no higher consultation, because as a 
man whose wisdom is in weighty affairs admired would 
take it in some disdain to have his counsel solemnly asked 
about a toy, so the meanness of some things is such, that to 
search the Scripture of God for the ordering of them were to 
derogate from the reverend authority and dignity of the 
Scripture, no less than they do by whom Scriptures are m 
ordinary talk very idly applied unto vain and childish trifles : 
yet better it were to be superstitious than profane ; to take 
from thence our direction even in all things great or small, 
than to wade through matters of principal weight and 
moment, without ever caring what the law of God hath 
either for or against our designs. Concerning the custom of 
the very Pamims, thus much Strabo witnesseth • ‘‘ Men that 
are civil do lead their lives after one common law appointing 
them what to do. For that otherwise a multitude should 
with harmony amongst themselves concur in the doing of one 
thing, (for this is civilly to live,) or that they should in any 
sort manage community of life, it is not possible. Now laws 
or statutes are of two sorts. For they are either received 
from gods, or else from men. And our ancient predecessors 

^ Apoc. xiv 6. 

^ Kofj(.idrj &pa, d ©ebs arKovy /cal re ^pycp ml iu K6ycp, ml 

ofjre aWhs [xediararaL oijre ^Wovs ^^uTrar^, oHre mrb. (papracrlas oifre 
Kara xSyovs oijre /card crrj/aeiav nroju/jras, oijQ’ H'lrap ovd^ t^yap Plat in 
fine 2 Folit. 
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did surely most honour and reverence that which was from 
the gods ; for which cause consultation with oracles was a 
thing very usual and frequent in their times.” ^ Did they 
make so much account of the voice of their gods, which in 
truth were no gods : and shall we neglect the precious benefit 
of conference with those oracles of the true and living God, 
whereof so great store is left to the Church, and whereunto 
there is so free, so plain, and so easy access for all men ? 
“ By thy commandments ” ^ (this was David’s confession 
unto God) “ thou hast made me wiser than mine enemies.” 
Again, “ I have had more understanding than all my 
teachers, because thy testimonies are my meditations.” 
What pains would not they have bestowed in the study of 
these books, who travelled sea and land to gam the treasure 
of some few days’ talk with men whose wisdom the 'world 
did make any reckoning of? That little which some of the 
heathens did chance to hear, concerning such matter as the 
sacred Scripture plentifully containeth, they did in wonderful 
sort affect , their speeches ^ as oft as they make mention 
thereof are strange, and such as themselves could not utter 
as they did other things, but still acknowledged that their 
wits, which did every where else conquer hardness, were with 
profoundness here over-matched. Wherefore seeing that 
God hath endued us with sense, to the end that we might 
perceive such things as this present life doth need ; and with 
reason, lest that which sense cannot reach unto, being both 
now and also in regard of a future estate hereafter necessary 
to be known, should lie obscure ; finally, with the heavenly 
support of prophetical revelation, which doth open those 
hidden mysteries that reason could never have been able to 
find out,^ or to have known the necessity of them unto our 
everlasting good . use we the precious gifts of God unto his 
glory and honour that gave them, seeking by all means to 
know what the will of our God is ; what righteous before 

^ UoXiTLKol uvres aTrh Trpocrrdyiiaros fcoLvov ^waiv. ‘'AWcos yap ovx 
oX6v re rohs iroXXobs ev ri tear a ravrb Troieiy ’^pjuoo'jueycos aXX^Xois (^Trep 

rh TToXire^eordat), Ka\ ttcus ye/neiy $iov KOtydy Th Se 'wpScrrayfJLa 

dtrrSy ^ ykp rrap^ BeS>y ^ iraph. h.yQpdi'rraiv. Kal oX ye apxcuoi rh iraph. 
rcoy decoy i7rpecr0€voy jaaAXoy Kal icre/JLVvvoy Ka\ rovro Koi 6 
Cdpeyos ^y rSre ttoXXis. Strab. Geogr. lib. xvi. [c. 38. t vi p 361, 
Lips, 1811 ] 

^ Psalm cxix 98 ^ Vide Orphei Carmma 

^ “^Ciy yap 3 yovs ScTroXeiireraif irphs rav&' i} Tpocprjreia cpddyei Philo 
dc Mos. [lib 11. m mit. p. 655, Paris 1640 ] 
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him ; in his sight what holy, perfect, and good, that we may 
truly and faithfully do it 

XVI. Thus far therefore we have endeavoured m part to 
open, of what nature and force laws are, according unto their 
several kinds ; the law which God with himself hath eternally 
set down to follow in his own works ; the law which he hath 
made for his creatures to keep; the law of natural and 
necessary agents , the law w^hich angels in heaven obey ; the 
saw whereunto by the light of reason men find themselves 
bound in that they are men ; the law which they make by 
composition for multitudes and politic societies of men to be 
guided by; the law which belongeth unto each nation , the law 
that concerneth the fellowship of all , and lastly the law which 
God himself hath supernaturally revealed. It might perad- 
venture have been more popular and more plausible to vulgar 
ears, if this first discourse had been spent in extolling the force 
of laws, in shewing the great necessity of them when they are 
good, and in aggravating their offence by whom public laws 
are injuriously traduced. But forasmuch as with such kind 
of matter the passions of men are rather stirred one way or 
other, than their knowledge any way set forward unto the 
trial of that whereof there is doubt made ; I have therefore 
turned aside from that beaten path, and chosen though a less 
easy yet a more profitable way in regard of the end we pro- 
pose. Lest therefore any man should marvel whereunto all 
these things tend, the drift and purpose of all is this, even to 
shew in what manner, as every good and perfect gift, so this 
very gift of good and perfect laws is derived from the Father 
of lights ; ^ to teach men a reason why just and reasonable 
laws are of so great force, of so great use m the world , and 
to inform their minds with some method of reducing the 
laws whereof there is present controversy unto their first 
original causes, that so it may be in every particular ordinance 
thereby the better discerned, whether the same be reasonable, 
just, and righteous, or no. Is there any thing which can eithei 
be thoroughly understood or soundly judged of, till the very 
first causes and principles from which originally it springeth 
be made manifest? If all parts of knowledge have been 
thought by wise men to be then most orderly delivered and 
proceeded in, when they are drawn to their first original ; ^ 

^ James i 17 * 

® Anst. Phys. lib. 1 cap. I. [rh eidSvai Kal rb i7ri(rra(r0ai 
irepl irdtras rhs iJ.€d6dovs, Sy elcriy ^ ^ crro^x^'ta, iK rod ruvru 
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seeing that our whole question concemeth the quality of 
ecclesiastical laws, let it not seem a labour superfluous that 
in the entrance thereunto all these several kinds of laws have 
been considered, inasmuch as they all concur as principles, 
they all have their forcible operations therein, although not 
all in like apparent and manifest manner. By means 
whereof it cometh to pass that the force which they have 
is not observed of many. 

[2.] Easier a great deal it is for men by law to be taught 
what they ought to do, than instructed how to judge as they 
should do of law . the one being a thing which belongeth 
generally unto all, the other such as none but the wiser and 
more judicious sort can perform. Yea, the wisest are always 
touching this point the readiest to acknowledge, that soundly 
to judge of a law is the weightiest thing which any man can 
take upon him.i But if we will give judgment of the laws 
under which we live ; first let that law eternal be always 
before our eyes, as being of principal force and moment to 
breed in religious minds a dutiful estimation of all laws, the 
use and benefit whereof we see ; because there can be no 
doubt but that laws apparently good are (as it were) things 
copied out of the very tables of that high everlasting law; 
even as the book of that law hath said concerning itself, “ By 
me kings reign, and ” by me “princes decree justice. ^ Not as 
if men did behold that book and accordingly frame their laws; 
but because it worketh m them, because it discovereth and (as 
it were) readeth itself to the world by them, when the laws 
which they make are righteous. Furthermore, although we 
perceive not the goodness of laws made, nevertheless sith 
things in themselves may have that which we peradventure 
discern not, should not this breed a fear in our heaits how 
we speak or judge in the worse part concerning that, the un- 
advised disgrace whereof may be no mean dishonour to Him 
towards whom we profess all submission and awe? Surely 
there must be very manifest iniquity in laws, against which 
we shall be able to justify our contumelious invectives. The 
chiefest root whereof, when we use them without cause, is 
Ignorance how laws inferior are derived from that supreme 
or highest law. 

yvcopl(eLv yhp oUfi^Ba yLyvdocTKeiy %Kaarov, trav ra atria yycaptrcojuev 
r^ irpSira, Kal rhs Trpdoras, koX fi€Xpt rS>v aroLX^l(i 3 V ] 

^ Arist Ethic X. [c. 10 ] Tb KpXvai bpdois iiiyiffrov Intelligit de 
legum qualitate judicium Prov. viii 15 
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[3.] The first that receive impression from thence are 
natural agents. The law of whose operations might be 
haply thought less pertinent, when the question is about 
laws for human actions, but that in those very actions which 
most spiritually and supernaturally concern men, the rules 
and axioms of natural operations have their force. What 
can be more immediate to our salvation than our persuasion 
concerning the law ^ of Chnst towards his Church ? What 
greater assurance of love towards his Church, than the 
knowledge of that mystical union, whereby the Church is 
become as near unto Christ as any one part of his flesh is 
unto other ? That the Church being in such sort his he 
must needs protect it, what proof more strong than if a 
manifest law so require, which law it is not possible for 
Christ to violate ? And what other law doth the Apostle 
for this allege, but such as is both common unto Christ with 
us, and unto us with other things natural ; No man hateth 
his own flesh, but doth love and cherish it ? ^ The axioms 
of that law therefore, whereby natural agents are guided, 
have their use in the moral, yea, even in the spiritual actions 
of men, and consequently in all laws belonging unto men 
howsoever. 

[4.] Neither are the Angels themselves so far severed from 
us in their kind and manner of working, but that between 
the law of their heavenly operations and the actions of men 
in this our state of mortality such correspondence there is, 
as maketh it expedient to know in some sort the one for the 
other’s more perfect direction. Would Angels acknowledge 
themselves * ‘fellow-servants ” ^ with the sons of men, but 
that both having one Lord, there must be some kind of law 
which is one and the same to both, whereunto their obedi- 
ence being perfecter is to our weaker both a pattern and a 
spur? Or would the Apostles, speaking of that which 
belongeth unto saints as they are linked together in the bond 
of spiritual society,^ so often make mention how Angels 
therewith are delighted, if in things publicly done by the 
Church we are not somewhat to respect what the Angels of 

^ [The context leads to the suspicion that Hooker wrote ‘‘ the love of 
Chnst.” But the original edition leads “ law,” and the list of eirata at 
the end, which is carefully made, as appears, by the author himself, 
offeis no correction : neither does Dr. Spenser’s edition, at least the 
reprint of it in 1632.] 

^ Ephes V 29. Apoc. xix. 10. 

^ I Pet 1. 12 ; Ephes. in. 10 j i Tim. v. 21. 
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heaven do ? Yea, so far hath the Apostle Saint Paul pro- 
ceeded, as to signify,^ that even about the outward orders of 
the Church which serve but for comeliness, some regard is 
to be had of Angels, who best like us when we are most like 
unto them in all parts of decent demeanour. So that the 
law of Angels we cannot judge altogether impertinent unto 
the affairs of the Church of God. 

[5.] Our largeness of speech how men do find out what 
things reason bindeth them of necessity to observe, and 
what it guideth them to choose in things which are left as 
arbitrary ; the care we have had to declare the different 
nature of laws which severally concern all men, from such 
as belong unto men either civilly or spiritually associated, 
such as pertain to the fellowship which nations, or which 
Christian nations, have amongst themselves, and in the last 
place such as concerning every or any of these God himself 
hath revealed by his Holy Word : all serveth but to make 
manifest, that as the actions of men are of sundry distinct 
kinds, so the laws thereof must accordingly be distinguished. 
There are m men operations, some natural, some rational, 
some supernatural, some politic, some finally ecclesiastical : 
which if we measure not each by his own proper law, where- 
as the things themselves are so different, there will be in our 
understanding and judgment of them confusion. 

As that first error sheweth, whereon our opposites in this 
cause have grounded themselves. For as they rightly main- 
tain that God must be glorified in all things, and that the 
actions of men cannot tend unto his glory unless they be 
framed after his law ; so it is their error to think that the 
only law which God hath appointed unto men m that behalf 
is the sacred Scripture. By that which we work naturally, 
as when we breathe, sleep, move, we set forth the glory of 
God as natural agents do,^ albeit we have no express purpose 
to make that our end, nor any advised determination therein 
to follow a law, but do that we do (for the most part) not 
as much as thinking thereon. In reasonable and moral 
actions another law taketh place ; a law by the observation 
whereof^ we glorify God in such sort, as no creature else 
under man is able to do ; because other creatures have not 
judgment to examine the quality of that which is done by 
them, and therefore in that they do they neither can accuse 
nor approve themselves. Men do both, as the Apostle 

^ I Cor. XL 10. ^ Psalm cxlvm. 7, 8, 9. Rom. 1 21. 
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teacheth ; yea, those men which have no mitten law of God 
to shew what is good or evil, carry written in their hearts the 
universal law of mankind, the Law of Reason, whereby they 
judge as by a rule which God hath given unto all men for 
that purpose.^ The law of reason doth somewhat direct 
men how to honour God as their Creator ; but how to glorify 
God in such sort as is required, to the end he may be an 
everlasting Saviour, this we are taught by divine law, which 
law both ascertameth the truth and supplieth unto us the 
want of that other law. So that in moral actions, divine 
law helpeth exceedingly the law of reason to guide man's 
life ; but in supernatural it alone guideth. 

Proceed we further; let us place man in some public 
society with others, whether civil or spiritual ; and in this 
case there is no remedy but we must add yet a further law. 
For although even here likewise the laws of nature and 
reason be of necessary use, yet somewhat over and besides 
them is necessary, namely human and positive law, together 
with that law which is of commerce between grand societies, 
the law of nations, and of nations Christian. For which 
cause the law of God hath likewise said, Let every soul be 
subject to the higher powers.” ^ The public power of all 
societies is above every soul contained in the same societies. 
And the principal use of that power is to give laws unto all 
that are under it ; which laws in such case we must obey, 
unless there be reason shewed which may necessarily enforce 
that the Law of Reason or of God doth enjoin the contrary. 
Because except our own private and but probable resolutions 
be by the law of public determinations overruled, we take 
away all possibility of sociable life in the world. A plainer 
example whereof than ourselves we cannot have. Flow 
cometh it to pass that we are at this present day so rent 
with mutual contentions, and that the Church is so much 
troubled about the polity of the Church ? No doubt if men 
had been willing to learn how many laws their actions in 
this life are subject unto, and what the true force of each 
law is, all these controversies might have died the very day 
they were first brought forth. 

[6.] It is both commonly said, and truly, that the best men 
otherwise are not always the best in regard of society. The 
reason whereof is, for that the law of men's actions is one, 
if they be respected only as men ; and another, when they 
^ Rom. 11 15. ^ Rom, xiu, i. 
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are considered as parts of a politic body. Many men there 
are, than whom nothing is more commendable when they 
are singled , and yet in society -with others none less fit to 
answer the duties which are looked for at their hands.^ 
Yea, I am persuaded, that of them with whom in this cause 
we strive, there are whose betters amongst men would be 
hardly found, if they did not live amongst men, but m some 
wilderness by themselves. The cause of which their dis- 
position so unframable unto societies wherein they live, is, 
for that they discern not aright what place and force these 
several kinds of laws ought to have in all their actions. Is 
their question either concerning the regiment of the Church 
in general, or about conformity between one church and 
another, or of ceremonies, offices, powers, jurisdictions in 
our own church ? Of all these things they judge by that 
rule which they frame to themselves with some show of prob- 
ability, and wffiat seemeth in that sort convenient, the same 
they think themselves bound to practise ; the same by all 
means they labour mightily to uphold ; whatsoever any law 
of man to the contrary hath determined they weigh it not. 
Thus by following the law of private reason, where the law 
of public should take place, they breed disturbance. 

[7.] For the better inuring therefore of men's minds with 
the true distinction of laws, and of their several force accord- 
ing to the different kind and quality of our actions, it shall 
not peradventure be amiss to shew in some one example 
how they all take place. To seek no further, let but that be 
considered, than which there is not any thing more familiar 
unto us, our food. 

What things are food and what are not we judge naturally 
by sense ; ^ neither need we any other law to be our director 
in that behalf than the selfsame which is common unto us 
with beasts. 

But when we come to consider of food, as of a benefit 
which God of his bounteous goodness hath provided for all 
things living ; ^ the law of Reason doth here require the duty 
of thankfulness at our hands, towards him at whose hands 
we have it. And lest appetite in the use of food should, lead 
us beyond that which is meet, we owe m this case obedience 
to that law of Reason, which teacheth mediocrity in meats 

^ UoWol yhp eV fjL€V ro 7 s olKelois ry kpery dvvavrai iv dh rois 

Trphs trepov aSvyarovcn. Arist. Ethic, lib v. cap. 3 * 

2 Job xxxiv. 3. ** Psalm cxlv. 15, 16 
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and drinks. The same things divine law teacheth also, as 
at large we have shewed it doth all parts of rr.oral duty, 
whereunto we all of necessity stand bound, in regard of the 
life to come.^ 

^ [Chr. Letter, p 13. “If from sound and sincere virtues (as }ou 
say) full joy and felicitie anseth, and that we all of necessitie stand 
bound unto all paites of moral! duetie in regaide of life to come, and 
God requireth more at the handes of men unto happmes, then such a 
naked beleefe, as Christ calleth the v orke of God alas what shall we 
poore sinful wretches doe, <S:c Hooker, MS note, “ Repent, and 
believe” And again, Chr. Letter, ibid. “Tell us . . . whether there 
bee not other sufficient causes to induce a Chiistian to godlines and 
honestie of life, such as is the glorie of God our Father ; his great 
mercies in Christ ; his love to us ; example to others, but that we must 
do it to merit or to make perfitt that which Christ hath done for 
us” Hooker, MS. note “Your godfathers and godmothers have 
much to answ^ere unto God for not seeing you better catechised. 

“A thing necessaiie as you graunt that by good workes we shold 
seeke God’s glory, shew ourselves thankfull for his mercyes in Christ, 
answer his loving kindnes tow’ardes us, and give other men good 
example. If then these things be necessarie imto eternall life, and 
woikes necessanly to be done for these ends, how should workes bee 
but necessary unto the last end, seing the next and neerest cannot be 
attained without them^ 

“And is theie neither heaven nor hell, neither reward nor punish- 
ment hereafter, to he respected here in the leading of our lives ? When 
thapostle doth deterre from smne, are his arguments only these ^ only 
these his reasons when he stirreth unto workes of righteousnes 

“ See Euseb. Emisenus where he speaketh of Dorcas liir gamients 
made for the poor ” (De Init. Quadrag. Bibl. Patr Colon. 1618, v. 
551 “ ‘ Orationibus,’ inquit, ‘et eleemosymis purgantur peccata ; ’ per 

utramque ergo rem, sed maxime per eleemosynam, Dei misencoidia 
requirenda est. Oportet itaque ut sibi res utraque consentiat : ilia 
rogat, hsec impetrat ; ilia quodammodo judicis audientiam deprecatur, 
hsec gratiam promeretur ; ilia ostium pulsat, h^c aperit ; ilia prodit 
desiderium, hsec desiderii procurat effectum : ilia supplicat, sed suppli- 
cantem ista commendat. Sic laudabilis Tabitha, quse in Actibus 
Apostolorum interpretata dicitur Dorcas, in openbus boms vitse diem 
claudens, evolante amma corpus relmquens, cum jam omnibus et opera- 
tionis et vitse renuntiasset ofhciis, flentes accurrunt viduse, pauperes 
adgregantur tunicas et vestes quas faciebat illis Dorcas coelo ostendentes, 
conveniunt Deum : testimonia mentorum clamant ; defuncta operatnce, 
vox operum bona : quse m sasculo gesserat consequuntur aniniam in 
almd sseculum ; consequuntur et revolvuntur ; reditque de loco mortis 
ad vitam prsestitam. Itaque indumenta pauperculis hic ostenduntur, 
illic operantur ; hic adhuc prsebent usum, illic jam tnbuunt prsemium : 
quam mira et pretiosa menta largitatis 1 Hic adhuc utentium algentes 
humeros calefaciebant, etiam illic largitncis animam refrigerabant. 
'Unde et nos, charissimi, ammas nostras morti obnoxias piis openbus 
suscitemus Dabunt absque dubio seternam vitam, quse aliquoties 
etiam temporanam reddideiunt ” Who was author of this Homily 
IS uncertain : evidently not Eusebius of Emesa. It might be Salvian, 
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But of certain kinds of food the Jews sometimes had, and 
■\\e ourselves like^nse have, a mystical, religious, and super- 
natural use, they of their paschal lamb and oblations, we of 
our bread and wine in the Euchanst ; which use none but 
divine law could institute. 

Now as we live m civil society, the state of the common- 
wealth wherein w*e live both may and doth require certain 
laws concerning food ; ^ which laws, saving only that we are 
members of the commonwealth where they are of force, we 
should not need to respect as rules of action, whereas now 
m their place and kind they must be respected and obeyed. 

Yea, the selfsame matter is also a subject wherein some- 
time ecclesiastical laws have place , so that unless we will be 
authors of confusion in the Church, our private discretion, 
which otherwise might guide us a contrary w^ay, must here 
submit itself to be that way guided, which the public judg- 
ment of the Church hath thought better. In which case 
that of Zonaras concerning fasts may be remembered. 
‘‘Fastings are good, but let good things be done in good 
and convenient manner He that transgresseth in his fast- 
ing the orders of the holy fathers, the positive laws of the 
Church of Christ, must be plainly told, “ that good things do 
lose the grace of their goodness, when in good sort they are 
not performed.” ^ 

Eucherms of Lyons, or some other Father of the Gallican Chinch m 
the fourth or fifth century. See Cave, Hist Lit. 1. I 57 > and E P. 
B vi ) 

On this whole subject Hooker says, “ Looke S Augustin’s booke, 
^De Fide et Openbus.’ ” (of which the following is a specimen* 
“Hoc est emm evangelizaie Christum, non tantum dicere quje sunt 
credenda de Christo, sed etiam quae observanda ei qui accedit ad 
compagem corporis Chnsti ; immo veio cuncta dicere quce sunt cieden- 
da de Christo, non solum cujus sit filius, unde secundum divmitatem, 
unde secundum carnem genitus, qu^ perpessus et quare, quce sit virtus 
resurrectioms ejus, quod donum Spiritus promisit dedeutque fidelibus ; 
sed etiam qualia membra, quibus sit caput, quoerat, instituat, diligat, 
liberet, atque ad ceternam vitam honoremque perducat. Hoac cum 
dicuntur, aliquando brevius atque constnctms, ahquando latius el 
uberius, Christus evangelizatur , et tamen non solum quod ad fidem, 
verum etiam quod ad mores fidehum pertinet, non piaetexmittitur ” 
t. VI 172, F. c ix. see also c. x.~xiv.)] 

1 See 5 Ehz c 5 § 14, 15 ; 27 Fhz. c ; 35 Ehz. c. 7. § 22 ] 

^ [KaXhu ^ prjcrr^ia' rh Be KaXh kolKws ytyecrOta Et Be ns decfiohs 
oLTracfToKiKohs ^ TraTepoov SjyKav irapa0aivwv yYjCTeiJei, a/coTio'erat] ov 
KaXhy rh KuXhy, Bray KaXcos ylv7)Tai. Zonar. m Can. Apost 66 p. 
34 [ap Beverig. Synod. 1. 1. p. 43. Probably Hooker has here respect 
to the schismatical fasts which were practised by many of the Puritans.] 
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And as here men’s private fancies must give place to the 
higher judgment of that Church which is in authority a 
mother over them ; so the very actions of whole churches 
have in regard of commerce and fellowship with other 
churches been subject to laws concerning food, the contrary 
unto which laws had else been thought more convenient for 
them to observe ; as by that order of abstinence from 
strangled and blood ^ may appear ; an order grounded upon 
that fellowship which the churches of the Gentiles had with 
the Jews. 

Thus we see how even one and the selfsame thing is 
under divers considerations conveyed through many laws ; 
and that to measure by any one kind of law all the actions 
of men were to confound the admirable order, wherein God 
hath disposed all laws, each as in nature, so in degree, 
distinct from other. 

[8.] Wherefore that here we may briefly end of Law 
there can be no less acknowledged, than that her seat is the 
bosom of God, her voice the harmony of the world : all 
things in heaven and earth do her homage, the very least as 
feeling her care, and the greatest as not exempted from her 
power : both Angels and men and creatures of what con- 
dition soever, though each in different sort and manner, yet 
all with uniform consent, admiring her as the mother of 
their peace and joy. 


^ Acts XV. 20. 



THE SECOND BOOK 


CONCERNING THEIR FIRST POSITION WHO URGE REFORM- 
ATION IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND: NAMELY, THAT 
SCRIPTURE IS THE ONLY RULE OF ALL THINGS WHICH 
IN THIS LIFE MAY BE DONE BY MEN 


THE MATTER CONTAINED IN THIS SECOND BOOK 

I. An ans-wer to their first proof brought out of Scripture, Prov. ii. 9. 

II. To their second, i Cor x. 31. 

III. To their third, i Tim iv. 5 

IV. To their fourth, Rom xiv, 23 

V. To their proofs out of Fathers, who dispute negatively from 

authority of Holy Sciiptme 

VI. To their proof by the Scnptuie’s custom of disputing from divine 

authority negatively. 

VII. An examination of their opinion concerning the force of arguments 

taken from human authority for the ordering of men’s actions and 
pel suasions. 

VIII. A declaration what the truth is in this matter. 


I. As that which in the title hath been proposed for the 
matter whereof we treat, is only the ecclesiastical law where- 
by we are governed ; so neither is it my purpose to main- 
tain any other thing than that which therein truth and 
reason shall approve. For concerning the dealings of men 
who administer government, and unto whom the execution of 
that law belongeth; they have their Judge who sitteth in 
heaven, and before whose tribunal-seat they are accountable 
for whatsoever abuse or corruption, which (being worthily 
misliked in this church) the want either of care or of con- 
science in them hath bred. We are no patrons of those 
things therefore, the best defence whereof is speedy redress 
and amendment- That which is of God we defend, to 
the utmost of that ability which he hath given ; that 
which is otherwise, let it wither even m the root from 
whence it hath sprung.^ Wherefore all these abuses being 
severed and set apart, which rise from the corruption 
of men and not from the laws themselves; come we 
to those things which in the very whole entire form of 
our church polity have been (as we persuade ourselves) 
1 [Acts V. 38, 39.] 
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injuriously blamed by them, who endeavour to overthrow 
the same, and instead thereof to establish a much worse ; 
only through a strong misconceit they have, that the 
same is grounded on divine authority. 

Now whether it be that through an earnest longing desire 
to see things brought to a peaceable end, I do but imagine 
the matters whereof we contend to be fewer than indeed 
they are ; or else for that in truth they are fewer when they 
come to be discussed by reason, than other .vise they seem 
when by heat of contention they are divided into many 
slips, and of every branch an heap is made : surely, as now 
we have drawn them together, choosing out those things 
which are requisite to be severally all discussed, and 
omitting such mean specialties as are likely (without any 
great labour) to fall afterwards of themselves ; I know no 
cause w^hy either the number or the length of these con- 
troversies should diminish our hope of seeing them end 
with concord and love on all sides; which of his infinite 
love and goodness the Father of all peace and unity grant. 

[2.] Unto which scope that our endeavour may the more 
directly tend, it seemeth fittest that first those things be 
examined, which are as seeds from whence the rest that 
ensue have grown. And of such the most general is that 
wherewith we are here to make our entrance a question 
not moved (I think) any w^here in other churches, and 
therefore in ours the more likely to be soon (I trust) 
determined. The rather, for that it hath grown from no 
other root, than only a desire to enlarge the necessary use 
of the Word of God , which desire hath begotten an error 
enlarging it further than (as we are persuaded) soundness of 
truth will bear. For whereas God hath left sundry kinds of 
laws unto men, and by all those laws the actions of men are 
in some sort directed ; they hold that one only law, the 
Sciipture, must be the rule to direct in all things, even so 
far as to the taking up of a rush or straw.” ^ About 

^ T C 1 11. p. 59, 60 [The woids are (p 59,) “When he seeth 
that St Paul speaketh here of civil, private, and indifferent actions, 
as of eating this or that kind of meat (than which there can be nothing 
more indifferent) he might easily have seen that the sentence of the 
Apostle reacheth even to his case, of taking up a straw ” Which refers 
to Whitg Def. 85 “It IS not true that whatsoever cannot be proved 
in the word of God is not of faith, for then to take up a straw . . . 
were against faith, and so deadly sin, because it is not found in the Law 
of God ” Again, T. C. 11 60. “Seemeth it so stiange a thing unto 
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which point there should not need any question to grow, 
and that which is grown might presently end, if they did 
yield but to these two lestramts: the first is, not to extend 
the actions ’whereof they speak so low as that instance doth 
import of taking up a straw, but rather keep themselves at 
the least within the compass of moral actions, actions which 
have in them vice or virtue : the second, not to exact at our 
hands for every action the knowledge of some place of 
Scripture out of which we stand bound to deduce it, as by 
divers testimonies they seek to enforce ; but rather as the 
truth is, so to acknowledge, that it sufficeth if such actions 
be framed according to the law of Reason ; the general 
axioms, rules, and principles of which law being so frequent 
in Holy Scripture, there is no let but in that regard even 
out of Scripture such duties may be deduced by some kind 
of consequence, (as by long circuit of deduction it may be 
that even all truth out of any truth may be concluded,^) 
howbeit no man bound in such sort to deduce all his actions 
out of Scripture, as if either the place be to him unknown 
whereon they may be concluded, or the reference unto that 
place not presently considered of, the action shall in that 
respect be condemned as unlawful. In this we dissent, and 
this we are presently to examine. 

[3.] In all parts of knowledge rightly so termed things 
most general are most strong. Thus it must be, inasmuch 
as the certainty of our persuasion touching particulars 
dependeth altogether upon the credit of those generalities 
out of hich they grow. Albeit therefore every cause admit 
not such infallible evidence of proof, as leaveth no possibility 
of doubt or scruple behind it; yet they who claim the 
general assent of the whole world unto that which they 
teach, and do not fear to give very hard and heavy sentence 
upon as many as refuse to embrace the same, must have 
special regard that their first foundations and grounds be 
more than slender probabilities. This whole question 
which hath been moved about the kind of church regiment, 
we could not but for our own resolution's sake endeavour 

him that a man should not take up a straw but for some purpose, and 
for some good purpose ?” &c.] 

1 [So Bishop Butler, Analogy, part i, ch vii. “ Things seemingly 
the most insignificant imaginable are perpetually observed to be neces- 
sary conditions to other things of the greatest importance ; so that any 
one thing whatever may, for ought we know to the contrary, be a 
necessary condition to any other.” p. 182. ed. 1736.] 
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to unrip and sift ; following therein as near as we might the 
conduct of that judicial method which serveth best for 
invention of truth. By means whereof, having found this 
the head theorem of all their discourses, who plead for the 
change of ecclesiastical government in England, namely, 
“ That the Scripture of God is in such sort the rule of 
human actions, that simply whatsoever we do and are not 
by it directed thereunto, the same is sin ; ’’ we hold it 
necessary that the proofs hereof be weighed. Be they of 
weight sufficient or otherwise, it is not ours to judge and 
determine; only what difficulties there are which as yet 
withhold our assent, till we be further and better satisfied, 
I hope no indifferent amongst them will scorn or refuse to 
hear. 

[4 ] First therefore whereas they allege, “ That Wisdom 
doth teach men “ every good way ; ” ^ and have thereupon 
inferred that no way is good in any kind of action unless 
wisdom do by Scripture lead unto it ; see they not plainly 
how they restrain the manifold ways which wisdom^ hath to 
teach men by unto one only way of teaching, which is by 
Scripture? The bounds of wisdom are large, and within 
them much is contained. Wisdom was Adames instructor 
in Paradise ; wisdom endued the fathers who lived before 
the law with the knowledge of holy things ; by the wisdom 
of the law of God David attained to excel others in under- 
standing j ^ and Solomon likewise to excel David by the 
selfsame wisdom of God teaching him many things besides 
the law The ways of well-doing are in number even as 
many as are the kinds of voluntary actions ; so that whatso- 
ever we do in this world and may do it ill, we shew our- 
selves therein by well-doing to be wise Now if wisdom did 
teach men by Scripture not only all the ways that are right 
and good in some certain kind, according to that of St. 
Paul^ concerning the use of Scripture, but did simply 

1 T. C 1 . 1 p. 20. ''I say, that the word of God conlaineth whatso- 
ever things can fall into any part of man’s life. For so Solomon saith 
m the second chapter of the ^Proverbs, ‘ My son, if thou receive my 
words, &c. then thou shalt undeistand justice, and judgment, and 
eqiQity, and eveiy good way ’ ” [In T. C. literally it is, “ The woid of 
God containeth the direction of all things pertaining to the Church, yea, 
of whatsoever things can fall into any part of man’s life ” (p 14 )] 

^ Psalm cxix. 99. 

^ 2 Tim 111 16 The whole Sciipture is given by inspnation of 
God, and is profitable to teach, to improve, to correct, and to mslruct 
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without any manner of exception, restraint, or distinction, 
teach every way of doing well ; there is no Art but Scripture 
should teach it, because every art doth teach the way how 
to do something or other well. To teach men therefore 
wisdom professeth, and to teach them every good w'ay ; but 
not every good way by one way of teaching. Whatsoever 
either men on earth or the Angels of heaven do know, it is 
as a drop of that unemptiable fountain of wisdom ; which 
Avisdom hath diversely imparted her treasures unto the 
world. As her ways are of sundry kinds, so her manner of 
teaching is not merely one and the same. Some things she 
openeth by the sacred books of Scripture ; some things by 
the glorious works of Nature : with some things she inspireth 
them from above by spiritual influence ; in some things she 
leadeth and train eth them only by worldly experience and 
practice. We may not so in any one special kind admire 
her, that we disgrace her in any other ; but let all her ways 
be according unto their place and degree adored. 

II. That “ all things be done to the glory of God,”^ the 
blessed Apostle (it is true) exhorteth. The glory of God is 
the admirable excellency of that virtue divine, which being 
made manifest, causeth men and Angels to extol his great- 
ness, and in regard thereof to fear him. By ‘‘being 
glorified ” it is not meant that he doth receive any augment- 
ation of glory at our hands, but his name we glorify when 
we testify our acknowledgment of his glory. Which albeit 
we most effectually do by the virtue of obedience ; never- 
theless it may be perhaps a question, whether St. Paul did 
mean that we sin as oft as ever we go about any thing, 
without an express intent and purpose to obey God therein. 
He saith of himself, “I do in all things please all men, 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be absolute, being made 
perfect unto all good works ” He meaneth all and only those good 
woiks, which belong unto us as we are men of God, and which unto 
salvation are necessary Or if we understand by men of God, God’s 
ministers, there is not required in them an universal skill of every good 
work or way, but an ability to teach whatsoever men are bound to do 
that they may be saved. And with this kind of knowledge the 
Scripture sufficeth to furnish them as touching matter. 

1 T. C 1 i p 26. [14 ] “St. Paul saith, ‘That whether we eat or 
drink, or whatsoever we do, we must do it to the glory of God ’ But 
no man can glorify God m any thing but by obedience ; and there is no 
obedience but m respect of the commandment and word of God 
theiefore it followeth that the word of God directeth a man in all his 
actions ” 
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seeking not mine own commodity but rather the good “ of 
many, that they may be saved.'' ^ Shall it hereupon be 
thought that St. Paul did not move either hand or foot, but 
with express intent even thereby to further the common 
salvation of men ? We move, we sleep, we take the cup at 
the hand of our friend, a number of things we oftentimes 
do, only to satisfy some natural desire, without present, 
express, and actual reference unto any commandment of 
God. Unto his glory even these things are done which we 
naturally perform, and not only that which morally and 
spiritually we do. For by every effect proceeding from the 
most concealed instincts of nature His power is made 
manifest. But it doth not therefore follow that of necessity 
we shall sin, unless we expressly intend this in every such 
particular. 

[2.] But be It a thing which requireth no more than only 
our general presupposed willingness to please God in all 
things, or be it a matter wherein we cannot so glorify 
the name of God as we should without an actual intent 
to do him in that particular some special obedience ; yet 
for any thing there is m this sentence alleged to the contrary, 
God may be glorified by obedience, and obeyed by per- 
formance of his will, and his will be performed with an 
actual intelligent desire to fulfil that law which maketh 
known what his will is, although no special clause or sen- 
tence of Scripture be in every such action set before men’s 
eyes to warrant it. For Scripture is not the only law 
whereby God hath opened his will touching all things that 
may be done, but there are other kinds of laws which notify 
the will of God, as in the former book hath been proved at 
large : nor is there any law of God, whereunto he doth not 
account our obedience his glory. ‘‘ Do therefore all things 
unto the glory of God (saith the Apostle), be inoffensive 
both to Jews and Grecians and the Church of God; even 
as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own 
commodity, but many’s, that they may be saved." In the 
least thing done disobediently towards God, or offensively 
against the good of men, whose benefit we ought to seek for 
as for our own, we plainly shew that we do not acknowledge 
God to be such as indeed he is, and consequently that 
we glorify him not. This the blessed Apostle teacheth ; 
but doth any Apostle teach, that we cannot glorify God 
1 Cor. X. 33. 
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othCT\vise, than only m doing i\hat we find that God in 
Scripture commandeth us to do^ 

[3.] The churches dispersed amongst the heathen in the 
east part of the world are by the Apostle St. Peter exhorted 
to have their ‘‘ conversation honest amongst the Gentiles, 
that they which speak evil of them as of evil-doers might by 
the good works which they should see glorify God m the 
day of visitation.'^ i As long as that which Christians did 
was good, and no way subject unto just reproof, their 
virtuous conversation was a mean to work the heathen's 
conversion unto Christ. Seeing therefore this had been a 
thing altogether impossible, but that infidels themselves did 
discern, in matters of life and conversation, when believers 
did well and when otherwise, when they glorified their 
heavenly Father and when not; it followeth that some 
things wherein God is glorified may be some other way 
known than only by the sacred Scripture ; of which Scrip- 
ture the Gentiles being utterly ignorant did notwithstanding 
judge rightly of the quality of Christian men's actions. 
Most certain it is that nothing but only sin doth dishonour 
God. So that to glorify him m all things is to do nothing 
whereby the name of God may be blasphemed nothing 
whereby the salvation of Jew or Grecian or any in the 
Church of Christ may be let or hindered , ^ nothing where- 
by his law is transgressed.^ But the question is, whether 
only Scripture do shew whatsoever God is glorified in ? 

III. And though meats and drinks be said to be sanctified 
by the word of God and by prayer,® yet neither is this a 
reason sufficient to prove, that by Scripture we must of 
necessity be directed in every light and common thing which 
IS incident into any part of man's life. Only it sheweth 
that unto us the Word, that is to say the Gospel of Christ, 
having not delivered any such difference of things clean and 
unclean, as the Law of Moses did unto the Jews, there is no 
cause but that we may use indifferently all things, as long as 
we do not (like swine) take the benefit of them without 
a thankful acknowledgment of His liberality and goodness 

^ I Pet. 11 12. 2 24. 

I Cor. X. 32 ^ ^ Rom 11 23 

® And that which St. Paul said of meats and drinks, that they aie 
sanctified unto us by the word of God, the same is to be understanded 
of all things else whatsoever we have the use of.” T. C 1 . i. d. 26. 

ChO ^ 
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by whose providence they are enjoyed. And therefore the 
Apostle gave warning beforehand to take heed of such 
as should enjoin to ‘‘abstain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thanksgiving by them which 
believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is 
good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving, because it is sanctified by the Word of God 
and prayer.” 1 The Gospel, by not making many things 
unclean, as the Law did, hath sanctified those things 
generally to all, which particularly each man unto himself 
must sanctify by a reverend and holy use. Which will 
hardly be drawn so far as to serve their purpose, who have 
imagined the Word in such sort to sanctify all things, that 
neither food can be tasted, nor raiment put on, nor in the 
world any thing done, but this deed must needs be sin 
in them which do not first know it appointed unto them by 
Scripture before they do it. 

IV. But to come unto that which of all other things in 
Scripture is most stood upon ; that place of St. Paul they 
say is “of all other most clear, where speaking of those 
things which are called indifferent, in the end he con- 
cludeth, That ‘whatsoever is not of faith is sin/ But 
faith is not but in respect of the Word of God. Therefore 
whatsoever is not done by the Word of God is sin.” 
Whereunto we answer, that albeit the name of Faith being 
properly and strictly taken, it must needs have reference 
unto some uttered word as the object of belief . nevertheless 
sith the ground of credit is the credibility of things credited ; 
and things are made credible, either by the known condition 
and quality of the utterer,^ or by the manifest likelihood of 
truth which they have in themselves ; hereupon it riseth 
that whatsoever we are persuaded of, the same we are 
generally said to believe. In which generality the object of 
Faith may not so narrowly be restrained, as if the same did 
extend no further than to the only Scriptures of God. 
“Though,” saith our Saviour, “ye believe not me, believe 
my works, that ye may know and believe that the Father is 
in me and I in him.”^ “The other disciples said unto 
Thomas, We have seen the Lord j ” but his answer unto 
them was, “Except I see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into them, I will not believe.”^ 

^ I Tim IV 3, 4. 2 Psalm xix. 8 ; Apoc 111 14 ; 2 Cor. 1. 18. 

^ John X. 38. ^ John xx 25 
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Can there be any thing more plain than that which by these 
two sentences appeareth, namely, that theie may be a certain 
belief grounded upon other assurance than Scripture : any 
thing more clear, than that we are said not only to believe 
the things which we know by another’s relation, but even 
whatsoever we are certainly persuaded of, whether it be by 
reason or by sense ? 

[2.] Forasmuch therefore as it is granted that St. Paul 
doth mean nothing else by Faith, but only ‘^a full per- 
suasion that that which we do is \vell done ; ” ^ against which 
kind of faith or persuasion as St. Paul doth count it sin to 
enterprise any thing, so likewise “ some of the very heathen 
have taught,^ as Tully, ‘That nothing ought to be done 
whereof thou doubtest whether it be right or wrong 
whereby it appeareth that even -those which had no know- 
ledge of the word of God did see much of the equity of this 
which the Apostle requireth of a Christian man ; I hope 
we shall not seem altogether unnecessarily to doubt of the 
soundness of their opinion, who think simply that nothing 
but only the word of God can give us assurance in any 
thing we are to do, and resolve us that we do well. For 
might not the Jews have been fully persuaded that they did 
well to think (if they had so thought) that in Christ God the 
Father was, although the only ground of this their faith had 
been the wonderful works they saw him do ? Might not, 
yea, did not Thomas fully in the end persuade himself, that 
he did well to think that body which now was raised to 
be the same which had been crucified ? That which gave 
Thomas this assurance was his sense ; “ Thomas, because 

1 And if any will say that St. Paul meaneth theie a full rrhTjpocpopiav 
and persuasion that that which he doth is well done, I grant it But 
from whence can that spring but fiom faith ^ How can we persuade 
and assure ourselves that we do well, but wheieas we have the word of 
God for our warrant ^ ” T. C. 1 . i p 27 [14.] 

^ “ What also that some even of those heathen men have taught, that 
nothing ought to be done whereof thou doubtest whether it be right or 
wrong, ^^^ereby'it appeal eth that even those which had no know- 
ledge of the word of God did see much of the equity of this which the 
Apostle requireth of a Christian man . and that the chiefest difference 
is, that where they sent men for the difference of good and evil to the 
light of Reason, m such things the Apostle sendeth them to the school 
of Christ m his word, which only is aide through faith to give them 
assurance and resolution m their doings ” T. C 1 . 11. p 60 

[De Offic 1. 9. “ Bene prsccipiunt, qui vetant quidquam agere, 
quod dubites sequum sit an iniquum ”] 
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Lhou hast seen, thou believest/’ saith our Saviour.^ What 
Scripture had Tully for his assurance? Yet I nothing 
doubt but that they who allege him think he did well to set 
down in writing a thing so consonant unto truth. Finally, 
w’e all believe that the Scriptures of God are sacred, and 
that they have proceeded from God; ourselves we assure 
that we do right well in so believing. We have for this 
point a demonstration sound and infallible. But it is not 
the word of God which doth or possibly can assure us, that 
we do well to think it his word. For if any one book of 
Scripture did give testimony to all, yet still that Scripture 
which giveth credit to the rest would require another Scrip- 
ture to give credit unto it, neither could we ever come unto 
any pause whereon to rest our assurance this way ; so that 
unless beside Scripture there were something which might 
assure us that we do well, we could not think we do well, 
no not in being assured that Scripture is a sacred and holy 
rule of well-doing. 

[3.] On which determination we might be contented to 
stay ourselves without further proceeding herein, but that 
we are drawn on into larger speech by reason of their so 
great earnestness, who beat more and more upon these last 
alleged words, as being of all other most pregnant. 

Whereas therefore they still argue, '‘That wheresoever 
faith IS wanting, there is sin;” and, “in every action not 
commanded faith is wanting;” ergo^ “in every action not 
commanded, there is sin : ” ^ y would demand of them first, 
forasmuch as the nature of things indifferent is neither to be 
commanded nor forbidden, but left free and arbitrary; how 
there can be any thing indifferent, if for want of faith sin be 
committed when any thing not commanded is done. So 
that of necessity they must add somewhat, and at leastwise 
thus set it down • in every action not commanded of God 
or permitted with approbation, faith is wanting, and for 
want of faith there is sin. 

[4.] The next thing we are to inquire is, What those 
things be which God permitteth with approbation, and how 
we may know them to be so permitted. When there are 
unto one end sundry means ; as for example, for the susten- 
ance of our bodies many kinds of food, many sorts of 
raiment to clothe our nakedness, and so in other things 
of like condition : here the end itself being necessary, but 
1 John XX. 29. 2 x. C. I 11. p 58. 
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not so any one mean thereunto ; necessary that our bodies 
should be both fed and clothed, howbeit no one kind of 
food or raiment necessary ; therefore we hold these things 
free in their own nature and indifferent. The choice is left 
to our own discretion, except a principal bond of some 
higher duty remove the indifferency that such things have in 
themselves. Their indifferency is removed, if either we 
take away our own liberty, as Ananias did,^ for whom to 
have sold or held his possessions it was indifferent, till 
his solemn vow and promise unto God had strictly bound 
him one only way , or if God himself have precisely abridged 
the same, by restraining us unto or by barring us from some 
one or more things of many, which otherwise were in them- 
selves altogether indifferent. Many fashions of priestly 
attire there were, whereof Aaron and his sons might have 
had their free choice without sin, but that God expressly 
tied them unto one.^ All meats indifferent unto the Jew, 
were it not that God by name excepted some, as swine’s 
flesh.3 Impossible therefore it is we should otherwise 
think, than that what things God doth neither command 
nor forbid, the same he permitteth with approbation either 
to be done or left undone “All things are lawful unto 
me,” saith the Apostle, speaking as it seemeth in the 
person of the Christian gentile for maintenance of liberty in 
things indifferent ; whereunto his answer is, that neverthe- 
less “all things are not expedient,” in things indifferent 
there is a choice, they are not always equally expedient. 

[ 5 .] Now in things although not commanded of God yet 
lawful because they are permitted, the question is, what light 
shall shew us the conveniency which one hath above another. 
For answer, their final determination is, that ^ “ Whereas the 
heathen did send men for the difference of good and evil 
to the light of Reason, in such things the Apostle sendeth 
us to the school of Christ m his word, which only is able 
through faith to give us assurance and resolution in our 
doings ” Which word only^ is utterly without possibility of 
ever being proved. For what if it were true concerning 
things indifferent, that unless the word of the Lord had 
determined of the free use of them, there could have been 
no lawful use of them at all : which notwithstanding is 
untrue ; because it is not the Scripture’s setting down such 

^ Acts V. 4- ^ Exod xxviii, 4, 43 ; xxxix ^ Lev. xi. 

^ I Cor, Vi. 12. ^ [T. a u. 60.3 
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things as indifferent, but their not setting down as necessar}", 
that doth make them to be indifferent • yet this to our 
present purpose serveth nothing at all. We inquire not now, 
whether any thing be free to be used which Scripture hath 
not set down as free : but concerning things known and 
acknowledged to be indifferent, whether particularly in 
choosing any one of them before another we sin, if any thing 
but Scripture direct us in this our choice. When many 
meats are set before me, all are indifferent, none unlawful, 
I take one as most convenient. If Scripture require me so 
to do, then is not the thing indifferent, because I must do 
what Scripture requireth. They are all indifferent, I might 
take any, Scripture doth not require of me to make any 
special choice of one : I do notwithstanding make choice of 
one, my discretion teaching me so to do. A hard case, that 
hereupon I should be justly condemned of sin Nor let any 
man think that following the judgment of natural discretion 
in such cases 'we can have no assurance that we please God 
For to the Author and God of our nature, how shall any 
operation proceeding in natural sort be in that respect 
unacceptable? The nature which himself hath given to 
work by he cannot but be delighted with, when we exercise 
the same any way without commandment of his to the 
contrary. 

[6.] My desire is to make this cause so manifest, that if it 
were possible, no doubt or scruple concerning the same 
might remain in any man's cogitation. Some truths there 
are, the verity whereof time doth alter • as it is now true that 
Christ is risen from the dead ; which thing was not true at 
such time as Christ was living on earth, and had not suffered. 
It would be known therefore, whether this which they teach 
concerning the sinful stain of all actions not commanded of 
God, be a truth that doth now appertain unto us only, or a 
perpetual truth, in such sort that from the first beginning of 
the world unto the last consummation thereof, it neither 
hath been nor can be otherwise. I see not how they can 
restrain this unto any particular time, how they can think it 
true now and not always true, that in every action not com- 
manded there is for want of faith sin. Then let them cast 
back their eyes unto former generations of men, and mark 
what was done in the prime of the world. Seth, Enoch, 
Noah, Sem, Abraham, Job, and the rest that lived before 
any syllable of the law of God was written, did they not sin 
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as much as we do in every action not commanded ? That 
which God IS unto us by his sacred word, the same he was 
unto them by such like means as Eliphaz m Job describeth.^ 
If therefore we sin in every action which the Scripture com- 
mandeth us not, it followeth that they did the like in all such 
actions as were not by revelation from heaven exacted at 
their hands. Unless God from heaven did by vision still 
shew them what to do, they might do nothing, not eat, not 
drink, not sleep, not move. 

[7.] Yea, but even as in darkness candlelight may serve 
to guide men's steps, which to use in the day were madness ; 
so when God had once delivered his law in writing, it may 
be they are of opinion that then it must needs be sin for 
men to do any thing which was not there commanded them 
to do, whatsoever they might do before. Let this be 
granted, and it shall hereupon plainly ensue, either that the 
light of Scripture once shining in the world, all other light 
of Nature is therewith in such sort drowned, that now we 
need it not, neither may we longer use it ; or if it stand us 
in any stead, yet as Aristotle speaketh of men whom Nature 
hath framed for the state of servitude, saying, “ They have 
reason so far forth as to conceive when others direct them,^ 
but little or none in directing themselves by themselves , ” 
so likewise our natural capacity and judgment must s^rve us 
only for the right understanding of that which the sacred 
Scripture teacheth. Had the Prophets who succeeded 
Moses, or the blessed Apostles which followed them, been 
settled in this persuasion, never would they have taken so 
great pains in gathering together natural arguments, thereby 
to teach the faithful their duties. To use unto them any 
other motive than Scrip turn est, “ Thus it is written,'' had 
been to teach them other grounds of their actions than 
Scripture ; which I grant they alleged commonly, but not 
only. Only Scripture they should have alleged, had they 
been thus persuaded, that so far forth we do sin as 
we do any thing otherwise directed than by Scripture. St. 
Augustine was resolute in points of Christianity to credit 
none, how godly and learned soever he were, unless he con- 
firmed his sentence by the Scriptures, or by some reason not 

1 Job IV. 12. [“A thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear 

received a little thereof ; in thoughts from the visions of the night, when 
deep sleep falleth on men," &c.] 

^ Arist. Pol, 1 c 5. [5 koivoovwv \6yov r6(Tovrov Zerov alcrddpeardai 
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contraiy to them?- Let them therefore with St. Augustine 
reject and condemn that which is not grounded either on the 
Sciipture, or on some reason not contrary to Scripture, and 
we are ready to give them our hands in token of friendly 
consent with them. 

V. But against this it may be objected, and is, That 
the Fathers do nothing more usually in their books, than 
draw arguments from the Scripture negatively in leproof of 
that which is evil , “ Scriptures teach it not, avoid it there- 
fore ; these disputes with the Fathers are ordinary, neither 
IS it hard to shew that the Prophets themselves have so 
reasoned. Which arguments being sound and good, it 
should seem that it cannot be unsound or evil to hold still 
the same assertion against which hitherto we have disputed. 
For if it stand with reason thus to argue, such a thing is 
not taught us in Scripture, therefore we may not receive or 
allow it ; how should it seem unreasonable to think, that 
whatsoever we may lawfully do, the Scripture by command- 
ing it must make it lawful ? But how far such arguments 
do reach, it shall the better appear by considering the 
matter wherein they have been urged. 

[2.] First therefore this we constantly deny, that of so many 
testimonies as they are able to produce for the strength of 
negative arguments, any one doth geneially (which is the 
point in question) condemn either all opinions as false, or 
all actions as unlawful, which the Scripture teacheth us not. 
The most that can be collected out of them is only that in 
some cases a negative argument taken from Scripture is 
strong, whereof no man endued with judgment can doubt. 
But doth the strength of some negative argument prove this 
kind of negative argument strong, by force whereof all things 
are denied which Scripture affirmeth not, or all things which 
Scripture prescribeth not condemned ? The question be- 

^ August Ep 19 [al. 82. t. ii 190. “ Ego emm fateor caritati 

tuse,” (he is writing to St. Jerome) “ solis eis Scnpturarum libris, qui 
jam canonici appellantur, didici hunc timorem honoremque defeire, ut 
nullum eorum auctorem scnbendo aliquid errasse firmissime credam. 
Ac si aliquid in eis offendero litens quod videatur contrarium veritati, 
nihil aliud, quam vel mendosum esse codicem, vel mterpretem non 
assecutum esse quod dictum est, vel me mimme intellexisse, non am- 
bigam Alios autem ita lego, ut quantalibet sanctitate doctrinaque pra?- 
polleant, non ideo verum putem, quia ipsi ita sensemnt, sed quia mihi 
vel per illos auclores canonicosj vel probabili ratione, quod a vero non 
abhorreat persuadere potuerunt.”] 
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tween us is concerning matter of action, what things are 
lawful or unlawful for men to do. The sentences alleged 
out of the Fathers are as peremptory and as large in every 
respect for matter of opinion as of action : which argueth 
that m truth they never meant any otherwise to tie the one 
than the other unto Sciipture, both being thereunto equally 
tied, as far as each is required in the same kind of necessity 
unto salvation. If therefore it be not unlawful to know and 
with full persuasion to believe much more than Scripture 
alone doth teach; if it be against all sense and reason 
to condemn the knowledge of so many arts and sciences as 
are otherwise learned than in Holy Scripture, notwithstand- 
ing the manifest speeches of ancient Catholic Fathers, which 
seem to close up wuthin the bosom thereof all manner good 
and lawful knowledge ; wherefore should their words be 
thought more effectual to shew that we may not in deeds 
and practice, than they are to prove that in speculation and 
knowledge we ought not to go any farther than the 
Scripture.^ Which Scripture being given to teach matters 
of belief no less than of action, the Fathers must needs be 
and are even as plain against credit besides the relation, as 
against practice without the injunction of the Scripture. 

[3.] St. Augustine hath said,^ “ Whether it be question of 
Christ, or whether it be question of his Church, or of what 
thing soever the question be; I say not, if we, but if an 
angel from heaven shall tell us any thing beside that you 
have received in the Scripture under the Law and the 
Gospel, let him be accursed.”^ In like sort Tertullian,^ 
“We may not give ourselves this liberty to bring in any 
thing of our will, nor choose any thing that other men 

^ Aug. cont Liter. Petil. lib. 111. c. 6. [t. ix 301. ‘^Sive de Christo, 
sive de ejus Ecclesia, sive de quacunque aha re qu$ pertmet ad fidem 
vitamque vestram, — non dicam nos, nequaquam comparandi ei qui 
dixit, ‘Licet si nos,’ sed omnino quod secutus adjecit, — Si angelus de 
ccelo vobis annunciaverit prseter quam quod in Scripturis legalibus el 
evangelicis accepistis, anathema sit ”] 

^ T. C. 1 11. p. So. “Augustine saith. Whether it be question of 
Christ, or whether it be question of his Church, &c And lest the 
answerer should restrain the general saying of Augustine unto the 
Doctrine of the Gospel, so that he would theieby shut out the Dis- 
cipline ; ” [Here T. C. alleges the passage ascribed to St Cyprian, 
quoted by Hooker in the next note ;] “ even Tertullian himself, before he 
was imbrued with the heresy of Montanus, giveth testimony unto the 
discipline in these words, ‘ We may not give ourselves,’ &c ” 

^ Tertull. de Praescript. [c. 6. “ Nobis vero nihil ex nostro arbitrio 

inducere licet, sed nec eligere quod aliquis de arbitrio suo mduxerit. 
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bring in of their will ; we have the Apostles themselves for 
authorSj which themselves brought nothing of their own 
will, but the discipline which they received of Christ they 
delivered faithfully unto the people/’ In which place the 
name of Discipline importeth not as they who allege it 
would fain have it construed, but as any man who noteth 
the circumstance of the place and the occasion ot uttering 
the words will easily acknowledge, even the selfsame thing 
it signifieth w’hich the name of Doctrine doth, and as well 
might the one as the other there have been used- To help 
them farther, doth not St. Jerome ^ after the selfsame manner 
dispute, We believe it not, because we read it not ? ” Yea, 
“ We ought not so much as to know the things which the 
Book of the Law containeth not,” saith St. Hilary. Shall 
we hereupon then conclude, that w^e may not take know- 
ledge of or give credit unto any thing, which sense or 
experience or report or art doth propose, unless we find the 
same in Scripture ? No j it is too plain that so far to 
extend their speeches is to wrest them against their true 
intent and meaning. To urge any thing upon the Church, 
requiring thereunto that religious assent of Christian belief, 
wherewith the words of the holy prophets are received , to 
urge any thing as part of that supernatural and celestially 
revealed truth which God hath taught, and not to shew it in 
Scripture ,* this did the ancient Fathers evermore think un- 
lawful, impious, execrable. And thus, as their speeches 
were meant, so by us they must be restrained. 

[4.] As for those alleged words of Cyprian,^ “ The Chris- 
tian Religion shall find, that out of this Scripture rules of all 
doctrines have sprung, and that from hence doth spring and 
hither doth return whatsoever the ecclesiastical discipline 
doth contain : ” surely this place would never have been 

Apostolos Domini habemus auctores, qui nec ipsi quicquam ex^ suo 
aibitrio, quod inducerent, elegeiunt sed acceptam a Chiistodisciplinam 
fidehter nationibus adsignaverunt ^’] 

^ Hieron contra Helvid. [“ Ut hsec qure scripta sunt non negamus, 
ita ea quae non sunt scnpta renmmus. Natum Deum esse de virgme 
crediraiis, quia legimus Mariam nupsisse post paitum non credimus, 
quia non legimus.” t 11. 13.] Hilar, m Ps. cxxxii [§ 6 pag 463. 
“ Quai libro legis non conUnentur, ea nec nosse debenius ” He is 
speaking of an apocryphal tradition, that the angels supposed by some 
to be mentioned in Genesis vi i, 4, used to haunt Mount Hermon 
especially. ] 

2 “ Let him hear what Cypiian saith. The Christian religion (saith he) 
shall find, that,” &c. T C. 1 11. p 80. 
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brought forth in this cause, if it had been but once read 
over m the author himself out of whom it is cited For the 
words are uttered concerning that one principal command- 
ment of love ; in the honour whereof he speaketh after this 
sort*^ “Surely this commandment containeth the Law and 
the Prophets, and m this one word is the abridgment of all 
the volumes of Scripture . this nature and reason and the 
authority of thy word, O Lord, doth proclaim ; this we have 
heard out of thy mouth ; herein the perfection of all religion 
doth consist. This is the first commandment and the last * 
this being written in the Book of Life is (as it were) an 
everlasting lesson both to Men and Angels. Let Christian 
religion read this one word, and meditate upon this com- 
mandment, and out of this Scripture it shall find the rules 
of all learning to have sprung, and from hence to have risen 
and hither to return whatsoever the ecclesiastical discipline 
containeth, and that in all things it is vain and bootless 
'which charity confirmeth not.’'^ Was this a sentence (trow 
you) of so great force to prove that Scripture is the only 
rule of all the actions of men ^ Might they not hereby even 
as well prove, that one commandment of Scripture is the 
only rule of all things, and so exclude the rest of the 
Scripture, as now they do all means beside Scripture ? But 
thus it fareth, when too much desire of contradiction causeth 
our speech rather to pass by number than to stay for weight. 

[5.] Well, but Tertullian doth in this case speak yet more 

^ ‘Were hoc mandatum legem complectittii et prophetas, et la hoc 
verbo omnium Scnpturarum volumina coarctantur. Hoc aatma, hoc 
ratio, hoc, Domme, verbi tni clamat auctoiitas, hoc ex ore tuo audi- 
vimus, hic invenit consummationem omnis religio Prinmm est hoc 
mandatum et ultimatum, hoc in libro vitoe conscnptum mdeficientem 
et hominibus et angelis exhibit lectionem Legat hoc unum verbum et 
in hoc mandate meditetur Christiana religio, et inveniet ex hac Senptura 
omnium doctrmarum regulas emanasse, et hmc nasci et hue reverti 
quicquid ecclesiastica continet disciphna, et in omnibus irritum esse et 
fnvolum quicquid dilectio non confirmat.” [Arnold. Carnotens. de 
Baptismo Chnsti, ad calc. S Cypiian. ed. Fell, page 33 Udall in his 
Demonstration of Discipline having quoted the same passage, Sutcliffe, 
Remonstrance to the Demonstration, page 17, meets it with the follow- 
ing, which occurs just before m the same tract . “ Magister bone, hbenter 
te audio, et cum adversans mihi, etiam m plagis et doloribus intelligo 
disciphnam, nec latet me, U docenfe^ ad siccandas corruptionum 
mearum putredines prodesse cauterium, et mundaie cicatrices veteres 
Salem disciphnm turn, Evangelio tuo medente mfusum . Yon see, 
that which he first called Doctrine, he after, i^tjyTjrLKSoSf calleth 
Discipline.”] 
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plainly ; ^ “ The Scripture,” saith he, “ denieth what it 

noteth not ; '' which are indeed the words of Tertullian.- 
But what ? the Scripture reckoneth up the kings of Israel, 
and amongst those kings David ; the Scripture reckoneth up 
the sons of David, and amongst those sons Solomon. To 
prove that amongst the kings of Israel there was no David 
but only one, no Solomon but one in the sons of David ; 
Tertullian's argument will fitly prove. For inasmuch as the 
Scripture did propose to reckon up all, if there were more it 
would have named them. In this case “the Scripture doth 
deny the thing it noteth not.'' Howbeit I could not_ but 
think that man to do me some piece of manifest injury, 
which would hereby fasten upon me a general opinion, as if 
I did think the Scripture to deny the very reign of King 
Henry the Eighth, because it no where noteth that any such 
King did reign. Tertuilian's speech is probable concerning 
such matter as he there speaketh of. “ There was," saith 
Tertullian, “ no second Lamech like to him that had two 
wives ; the Scripture denieth what it noteth not." As there- 
fore it noteth one such to have been in that age of the world ; 
so had there been more, it would by likelihood as well have 
noted many as one. What infer we now hereupon ? ^ “ There 
was no second Lamech ; the Scripture denieth what it noteth 
not " Were it consonant unto reason to divorce these two 
sentences, the former of which doth shew how the latter is 
restrained, and not marking the former to conclude by the 
latter of them, that simply whatsoever any man at this day 
doth think true is by the Scripture denied, unless it be there 
affirmed to be true? I wonder that a cause so weak and 
feeble hath been so much persisted in. 

[6.] But to come unto those their sentences wherein 
matters of action are more apparently touched : the name 
of Tertullian is as before so here again pretended ; ^ who 

1 TertulL lib. de Monog. [c. 4. “ Semel vim passa institutio Dei per 

Lamechuni, constitit postea in finem usque gentis illms. Secundus 
Lamech nullus extitit, quomodo duabus maritatus. Negat Scriptura 
quod non notat.” p. 671.] , 

2 ‘‘ And in another place Tertullian saith, That the Scripture denieth 
that which it noteth not ” T. C. 1. 11. p 81. 

T. C. 1 . 11. p 80 And that m indifferent things it is not enough 
that they be not against the word, but that they be according to the 
word, it may appear by other places, where he saith, ‘ That whatsoever 
pleaseth not the Lord, displeaseth him, and with hurt is received/ " 
lib. ii. ad Uxorem. 
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ivriting unto his wife two books, and exhorting her in the 
one to live a widow, in case God before her should take him 
unto his mercy ; and in the other, if she did marry, yet not 
to join herself to an infidel, as in those times some widows 
Christian had done for the advancement of their estate m 
this present world, he urgeth very earnestly St PauFs words, 
“ only in the Lord * ^ whereupon he demandeth of them 
that think they may do the contrary, what Scripture they 
can shew where God hath dispensed and granted license to 
do against that which the blessed Apostle so strictly doth 
enjoin : and because m defence it might perhaps be replied, 
“ Seeing God doth will that couples which are marned 
when both are infidels, if either party chance to be after 
converted unto Christianity, this should not make separa- 
tion between them, as long as the unconverted was willing 
to retain the other on whom the grace of Christ had 
shined, wherefore then should that let the making of 
marriage, which doth not dissolve marriage being made ? ” 
after great reasons shewed why God doth in converts being 
married allow continuance with infidels, and yet disallow 
that the faithful when, they are free should enter into bonds 
of wedlock with such, concludeth in the end concerning 
those women that so marry, ‘‘They that please not the 
Lord do even thereby offend the Lord ; they do even 
thereby throw themselves into evil ; ^ that is to say, 
while they please him not by marrying in him, they do that 
whereby they incur his displeasure ; they make an offer of 
themselves into the service of that enemy with whose 
servants they link themselves in so near a bond. What 
one syllable is there in all this prejudicial any way to that 
which we hold ? For the words of Tertullian as they are by 
them alleged are two ways misunderstood; both in the 

^ I Cor vii. 39. Ad Uxor. 1 . li c. 2. [*^Cum dicit, Tantum m 
Domino, jam non suadet, sed excerte jubct. . . . Igitur cum qusedam 
istis diebus nuptias suas de Ecclesia toller et, id est, Gen till conjunge- 
retu'r ; idque ab aliis retro factum recordarer ; iniratus aut ipsarum 
petiilantiam, aut consihariorum prsevaticationem, quod nulla Scriptura 
ejus facti licentiam proferrent, ‘ Nunquid,’ inquam, ‘ de illo capitulo 
sibi blandmntur, pnmae ad Connthios, ubi scnptum est, Siquis frater 
infidelem habet uxorem, et ilia matnmoiuo consentit, ne dimittat eam,^ 
&c. Hanc monitionem forsan fidelibus injunctis simpliciler intelli- 
gendam patent, (etiam infidelibus nubere licere,) qui ita mterpretantur ” 
p. 198 ] 

^ ^'Quee Domino non placent, utique Dominum offendunt, utique 
Malo se inferunt.’’ [Tertull. ad Uxor. lib. 11. c. 7.] 
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former part, where that is extended generally to ^‘all things” 
in the neuter gender, which he speaketh in the feminine 
gender of \\ omen’s persons ; and in the latter, where ‘^re- 
ceived with hurt ” is put instead of “ wilful incurring that 
which is evil” And so in sum Tertullian doth neither 
mean nor say as is pretended, “ Whatsoever pleaseth not the 
Lord displeaseth him, and with hurt is received ; ” but, 
‘‘Those women that please not the Lord ” by their kind of 
marrying “ do even thereby offend the Lord, they do even 
thereby throw themselves into evil ” 

[7.] Somewhat more show there is in a second place of 
Tertullian, which notwithstanding when we have examined it 
will be found as the rest ared ^ The Roman emperor’s 
custom was at certain solemn times to bestow on his 
soldiers a donative ; which donative they received wearing 
garlands upon their heads. There were in the time of the 
emperors Severus and Antoninus ^ many, who being soldiers 
had been converted unto Christ, and notwithstanding con- 
tinued still in that military course of life. In which number, 
one man there was amongst all the rest, w^ho at such a time 
coming to the tribune of the army to receive his donative, 
came but with a garland in his hand, and not in such sort 
as others did. The tribune offended hereat demandeth what 
this great singularity should mean. To whom the soldier, 
Chnstianus sum, “I am a Christian.” Many there were 
so besides him which yet did otherwise at that time ; 
whereupon grew a question, whether a Christian soldier 
might herein do as the unchristian did, and wear as they 
wore. Many of them which were very sound m Christian 

^ T. C 1 . 11 p 81 ‘‘ And to come yet neaier, wheie he disputelh 

against the weaiing of ciown 01 gailand, (which is indiffeient of itself,) 
to those which objecting asked, wheie the Sciipture saith that a man 
might not wear a crown, he answereth by asking, wheie the Scripture 
saith that they may wear And unto them replying that ‘ it is per- 
mitted which IS not foi bidden,’ be answereth, that ‘it is forbidden 
which IS not peimitted ’ Wliereby appeal eth that the aigument of the 
Scriptures negatively holdeth not only in the doctiine and ecclesiastical 
discipline, but even in matters axbitiary, and variable by the advice of 
the Church. Where it is not enough that they be not forbidden, unless 
there be some woid which doth peimit the use of them ; it is not 
enough that the Scriptme speaketh not against them, unless it speak 
for them ; and finally, where it displeaseth the Lord which pleaseth 
him not : we [one] must of necessity have the word of his mouth to 
declare his pleasure.” 

^ [Caracalla ] 
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belief did rather commend the zeal of this man than approve 
his action. 

Tertullian was at the same time a Montanist, and an 
enemy unto the Church for condemning that prophetical 
spirit which Ivlontanus and his followers did boast they had 
received, as if in them Christ had performed his last promise ; 
as if to them he had sent the Spirit that should be their per- 
fecter and final instructor in the mysteries of Christian truth. 
■\\fiiich exulceration of mind made him apt to take all occa- 
sions of contradiction. Wherefore in honour of that action, 
and to gall their minds who did not so much commend it, 
he wrote his book De Corona Jfz/zizs, not dissembling the 
stomach wherewith he wrote it. For first, the man he com- 
mendeth as “ one more constant than the rest of his brethren, 
who presumed,^' saith he, “that they might well enough 
serve two Lords.” ^ Afterwards choler somewhat more 
rising with him, he addeth, “ It doth even remain that 
they should also devise how to nd themselves of his mar- 
tyrdoms, towards the prophecies of whose Holy Spirit they 
have already shewed their disdain They mutter that their 
good and long peace is now in hazard. I doubt not but 
some of them send the Scriptures before, truss up bag and 
baggage, make themselves in a readiness that they may fly 
from city to city. For that is the only point of the Gospel 
which they are careful not to forget. I know even their 
pastors very w^ell what men they are ; in peace lions, harts 
in time of trouble and fear.”*^ “Now these men,” saith 
Tertullian, “ they must be answered where we do find it 
written in Scripture that a Christian man may not wear a 
garland.” ^ 

And as men’s speeches uttered in heat of distempered 
affection have oftentimes much more eagerness than weight, 
so he that shall mark the proofs alleged and the answers to 

^ Tert. de Coron. Milit. c i [“Dei miles cEeteris constantior 
fratribus, qui se duobus domims servire non posse prinsumpserat, solus 
libero capite, coronamento in manu olioso.” The reading before 
Pamelius was “servire posse praesumpserant. ”] 

^ Plane superest ut etiam martyna recusare meditentur, qui pro- 
phetias ejusdem Sp Sancti respuerunt. Mussitant deniqiie tarn bonam 
et longam sibi pacem periclitan Nec dubito quosdam Scripturas 
emigrare, sarcinas expedire, fugre accingi de civitate in civitatem. 
Nullam enim aliam Evangelii memoriam cmant. Novi et pastores 
eorum in pace leones, in proelio cervos.” p. 205 ] 

^ Quatcnus illud opponunt, Ubi autem prohibemur coronan ? 
banc magis localem substantiam causae prsesentis aggrediar.” ibid.] 
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things objected in that book will now and then perhaps espy 
the like imbecility. Such is that argument whereby they 
that wore on their heads garlands are charged as trans- 
gressors of nature’s law,^ and guilty of sacrilege against God 
the Lord of nature, inasmuch as flowers in such sort worn 
can neither be smelt nor seen well by those that wear them ; 
and God made flowers sweet and beautiful, that being seen 
and smelt unto they might so delight. Neither doth Ter- 
tullian bewray this weakness in striking only, but also in 
repelling their strokes with whom he contendeth. They ask, 
saith he, What Scripture is there which doth teach that we 
should not be crowned ? And what Scripture is there which 
doth teach that we should ? For in requiring on the con- 
trary part the aid of Scripture, they do give sentence before- 
hand that their part ought also by Scripture to be aided.” ^ 
Which answer is of no great force. There is no necessity, 
that if I confess I ought not to do that which the Scripture 
forbiddeth me, I should thereby acknowledge myself bound 
to do nothing which the Scripture commandeth me not. 
For many inducements besides Scripture may lead me to 
that, which if Scripture be against, they all give place and 
are of no value, yet otherwise are strong and effectual to 
persuade. 

Which thing himself well enough understanding, and 
being not ignorant that Scripture in many things doth 
neither command nor forbid, but use silence j his resolution 
in fine is, that m the church a number of things are strictly 
observed, whereof no law of Scripture maketh mention one 
way or other ; ^ that of things once received and confirmed 

^ [Ibid. c. 5. ‘‘ In capile quis sapor flons ? quis coronse sensus, 

nisi vinculi tantum ? quia neque color cernitur, neque odor ducitur, nec 
tenentas commendatur Tam contra naturam est florem capite sectari, 
quam cibum aure, quam sonum nare. Omne autem quod contra 
naturam est monstri meretur notam penes omnes, penes nos vero etiam 
elogium sacrilegii, in Deum naturae Dominum et auctorem. ”] 

^ [Ibid c 2 Facile est statim exigere, ubi sciiptum sit, ne coro- 
nemui ? At enim ubi scriptum est, ut coronemur ? Expostulantes 
enim Scriptural patrocimum in parte diversa, praejudicant suae quoque 
parti Sciipturae patrocimum adesse dcbeie Nam si ideo dicetur coio- 
nari licere, quia non prohibeat Scnptura, aeque retorquebitur ideo 
coronan non licere, quia Scnptura non jubeat ’’] 

^ [Ibid c. 3 “ Etiam m traditioms obtentu exigenda est, inquis, 
auctoiitas scnpta Ergo quaeramus an et traditio non scripta non 
debeat recipi ? Plane negabimus recipiendam, si nulla exempla praeju- 
dicent aliarum observationum, quas sine ullius Scnpturae mstmmento, 
solms traditioms titulo, exinde consuetudmis patrocmio vmdicamus.” 
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by use long usage is a law sufficient ; that in civil affairs, 
when there is no other law, custom itself doth stand for 
law ; ^ that inasmuch as law doth stand upon reason, to 
allege reason serveth as well as to cite Scripture,- that 
whatsoever is reasonable, the same is lawful whosoever is 
author of it ; that the authority of custom is great ; ^ finally, 
that the custom of Christians was then and had been a long 
time not to wear garlands, and therefore that undoubtedly 
they did offend who presumed to violate such a custom by 
not observing that thing, the very inveterate observation 
whereof was a law sufficient to bind all men to observe it, 
unless they could shew some higher law, some law of 
Scripture, to the contrary.^ This presupposed, it may 
stand then very well with strength and soundness of 
reason, even thus to answer, “Whereas they ask what 
Scripture forbiddeth them to wear a garland ; we are in this 
case rather to demand what Scripture commandeth them. 
They cannot here allege that it is permitted which is not 
forbidden them : no, that is forbidden them which is not 
permitted.” For long-received custom forbidding them 
to do as they did, (if so be it did forbid them,) 
there was no excuse in the world to justify their act, 
unless in the Scripture they could shew some law, that did 
license them thus to break a received custom. 

He then instances in the customs of interrogatories in baptism, of trine 
immersion, and several other Church usages. ] 

^ [Ibid. c. 4 “ His igitur exemplis renunciatum erit, posse etiam 

non scriptam traditionem in observatione defendi, confirmatam con- 
suetudine . . . Consuetudo autem etiam in civilibus rebus pro lege 
suscipitur, cum deficit lex.”] 

2 [Ibid. “ Nec differt, Scriptura an ratione consistat, quando et 
legem ratio commendet Porro si lex ratione constat, lex erit omne 
quod jam ratione constitent a quocmique productum.'^'‘~\ 

^ [Ibid “ Hanc (rationem divinam) nunc expostula, salvo traditionis 
lespectu, quocmtque traditore censetur : nec auctorem respicias, sed 
auctoritalem : et mprimis consuetudims ipsius, quae propterea colenda 
est, ne non sit rationis interpres, ut si hanc Deus dedent, tunc discas, 
curnam observanda sit tibi consuetudo.”] 

[Ibid c. 2. “Nemmem dico fidelium coronam capite nosse alias, 
extra tempus tentationis ejusmodi. Omnes ita observant a catechu- 
menis usque ad confessores et martyres, vel negatores Vidermt, unde 
auctoritas mons, de qua cum maxime quoeritur. Porro cum quaeritur 
cur quid observetur, observan mtenm constat. Ergo nec nullum nec 
mcertum videri potest delictum, quod committitur in observationem suo 
jam nomine vindicandam, et satis auctoratam consensus patrocmio.” 
and c. 3, Habentes observationem inveteratam, qum prmveniendo 
statum facit.”] 
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Now whereas in all the books of Tertullian besides there 
is not so much found as in that one, to prove not only that 
we may do but that we ought to do sundry things which the 
Scripture commandeth not ; out of that very book these 
sentences are brought to make us believe that Tertullian 
was of a clean contrary mind. We cannot therefore here- 
upon yield ; we cannot grant, that hereby is made manifest 
the argument of Scripture negatively to be of force, not only 
in doctrine and ecclesiastical discipline, but even in matters 
arbitrary For Tertullian doth plainly hold even in that 
book, that neither the matter which he entreateth of was 
arbitrary but necessary, inasmuch as the received custom 
of the Church did tie and bind them not to wear garlands 
as the heathens did ; yea and further also he reckoneth up 
particularly a number of things, whereof he expressly con- 
cludeth, ‘‘Harum et aliarum ejusmodi disciplinarum si 
legem expostules Scripturarum, nullam invenies ; ’’ ^ which 
is as much as if he had said in express words, ‘‘ Many things 
there are which concern the discipline of the Church and 
the duties of men, which to abrogate and take aw^ay the 
Scripture negatively urged may not in any case persuade 
us, but they must be observed, yea, although no Scripture 
be found which required any such thing.’^ Tertullian 
therefore undoubtedly doth not in this book shew himself 
to be of the same mind with them by whom his name is 
pretended. 

VI. 2 But sith the sacred Scriptures themselves afford 
oftentimes such arguments as are taken from divine authority 

^ Ibid. c. 4 

2 T. C. 1 11 p. 48. “ It is not hard to shew that the Prophets have 

reasoned negatively As when in the person of the Lord the Prophet 
saith, Whereof I have not spokejz^']&: xix 5. A^id which never entered 
into my heart, Jer vii 31. And where he condemneth them because 
they have not asked counsel at the mouth of the Lord, Isai xxx. 2 
And it may be shewed that the same kind of argument hath been used 
m things which are not of the substance of salvation 01 damnation, and 
whereof theie was no commandment to the contiary, (as in the former 
theie was. Levil. xviii 21 ; and xx 3 ; Deul xvii 16 ) In Joshua 
the children of Israel are charged by the Prophet that they asked not 
counsel at the mouth of the Lord, when they entered into covenant 
with the Gibeomtes, Joshua ix 14 And yet that covenant was not 
made contrary unto any commandment of God Moieover, we lead 
that when David had taken this counsel, to build a temple unto the 
Lord, albeit the Lord had levealed befoie in his word that theie should 
be such a standing-place, where the aik of the covenant and the seivicc 
should have a certain abiding; and albeit there was no woid of God 
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both one way and the other , “ The Lord hath commanded, 
therefore it must be ; ” and again in like sort, “ He hath 
not, therefore it must be , some certainty concerning this 
point seemeth requisite to be set dowm. 

God himself can neither possibly err, nor lead into error. 
For this cause his testimonies, whatsoever he affirmeth, are 
always truth and most infallible certainty.^ 

Yea, further, because the things that proceed from him 
are perfect -without any manner of defect or maim ; it 
cannot be but that the words of his mouth are absolute, 
and lack nothing which they should have for performance 
of that thing whereunto they tend. Whereupon it follo-weth, 
that the end being known w^hereunto he directeth his 
speech, the argument even negatively is evermore strong 
and forcible concerning those things that are apparently 
requisite unto the same end. As for example. God 
intending to set down sundry times that which in Angels is 
most excellent, hath not any where spoken so higWy of 
them as he hath of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; 
therefore they are not in dignity equal unto him. It is the 
Apostle St. Paul’s argument.^ 

[2.] The purpose of God was to teach his people, both 
unto whom they should offer sacrifice, and what sacrifice 
-was to be offered. To burn their sons in fire unto Baal he 
did not command them, he spake no such thing, neither 
came it into his mind ; therefore this they ought not to have 
done. Which argument the Prophet Jeremy useth more 
than once, as being so effectual and strong, that although 
the thing he reproveth were not only commanded but 
forbidden them,^ and that expressly ; yet the Prophet 
chooseth rather to charge them with the fault of making a 

which forbade David to build the temple ; yet the Loid (with commend- 
ation of his good affection and zeal he had to the advancement of his 
glory) concludeth against David’s resolution to build the temple with 
this reason, namely, that he had given no commandment of this who 
should build it. i Chron. xvii. 6.” [The first pait of this extract, 
from ‘Ht is not hard ” to “ Isai xxx. 2 ” is from T. C. i. 13, 14. The 
parenthesis (“As in the former. . . Deut xvii 16”) seems to be 
a note of Hooker’s. The latter part from “ Moreover ” is from T C. 
ii 49 ] ^ 

^ [i John i. 5 God is light, and theie is in him no darkness at 
all.” Heb. vi. 18. “ It is impossible that God should lie.” Numb, 

xxiii. 19. “ God IS not as man that he should he.”] 

‘f [Heb i. S-13 ; 11. 5-8 ] 

^ I evit. xviii 21 ; XX. 3 ; Dent, xviii. lo. 

VOL. I. K 
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law unto themselvesj than with the crime of transgressing a 
law which God had maderi For when the Lord hath once 
himself precisely set down a form of executing that wherein 
we are to serve him ^ the fault appeareth greater to do that 
which we are not, than not to do that which we are com- 
manded. In this we seem to charge the law of God with 
hardness only, in that with foolishness: m this w^e shew 
ourselves weak and unapt to be doers of his will, in that we 
take upon us to be controllers of his wisdom ; in this we 
fail to perform the thing which God seeth meet, convenient, 
and good, in that we presume to see what is meet and 
convenient better than God himself. In those actions 
therefore the whole form whereof God hath of purpose set 
down to be observed, we may not otherwise do than exactly 
as he hath prescribed ; in such things negative arguments are 
strong. 

[3.] Again, with a negative argument David is pressed 
concerning the purpose he had to build a temple unto the 
Lord; “Thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not build me a 
house to dwell in. Wheresoever I have walked with all 
Israel, spake I one word to any of the judges of Israel, 
whom I commanded to feed my people, saying Why have 
ye not built me an house ^ The Jews urged with a neg- 
ative argument touching the aid which they sought at the 
hands of the King of Egypt; “Woe to those rebellious 
children, saith the Lord, which walk forth to go down into 
Egypt, and have not asked counsel at my mouth ; to 
strengthen themselves with the strength of Pharaoh.’^ ^ 
Finally, the league of Joshua with the Gibeonites is likewise 
with a negative argument touched. It was not as it should 
be : and why ? the Lord gave them not that advice ; 
“ They sought not counsel at the mouth of the Lord.”^ 

By the virtue of which examples if any man shall suppose 
the force of negative arguments approved, when they are 
taken from Scripture in such sort as we m this question 
are pressed therewith, they greatly deceive themselves. F or 
unto which of all these 'was it said that they had done amiss, 
in purposing to do or in doing any thing at all which 
“ the Scripture ” commanded them not ? Our question is. 
Whether all be sin which is done without direction by 
Scripture, and not, Whether the Israelites did at any time 

^ [See Whilgift, Defence, &c p 78 ] 

I Chi on. xvii. 6. Isaiah xxx. i, 2. Josh. ix. 14. 
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amiss by following their own minds without asking counsel 
of God. XOj it was that people’s singular privilege, a 
favour which God vouchsafed them above the rest of the 
world, that in the affairs of their estate which were not 
determinable one way or other by the Scripture, himself gave 
them extraordinarily direction and counsel as oft as they 
sought it at his hands. Thus God did first by speech unto 
Moses, after by Urim and Thummim unto priests, lastly by 
dreams and visions unto prophets, from whom in such cases 
they were to receive the answer of God. 

Concerning Joshua therefore, thus spake the Lord unto 
Moses, saying, “ He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, 
who shall ask counsel for him by the judgment of Urim 
before the Lord ^ whereof had Joshua been mindful, the 
fraud of the Gibeonites could not so smoothly have passed 
unespied till there was no help. 

The Jews had prophets to have resolved them from the 
mouth of God himself whether Egyptian aids should profit 
them, yea or no ; but they thought themselves wise enough, 
and him unworthy to be of their counsel. In this respect 
therefore was their reproof though sharp yet just, albeit 
there had been no charge precisely given them that they 
should always take heed of Egypt. 

But as for David, to think that he did evil in determining 
to build God a temple, because there was in Scripture no 
commandment that he should build it, were very injurious : 
the purpose of his heart was religious and godly, the act 
most worthy of honour and renown ; neither could Nathan 
choose but admire his virtuous intent, exhort him to go 
forward, and beseech God to prosper him therein.^ But 
God saw the endless troubles which David should be subject 
unto during the whole time of his regiment, and therefore 
gave charge to defer so good a work till the days of tran- 
quillity and peace, wherein it might without interruption be 
performed. David supposed that it could not stand with 
the duty which he owed unto God, to set himself in a house 
of cedar-trees, and to behold the ark of the Lord’s covenant 
unsettled This opinion the Lord abateth, by causing 
Nathan to shew him plainly, that it should be no more 
imputed unto him for a fault than it had been unto the 
Judges of Israel before him, his case being the same which 


^ Numb. xxvu. 21. 


- I Chron. xvn. 2. 
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theirs was, their times not more unquiet than his, not more 
unfit for such an action. 

Wherefore concerning the force of negative arguments so 
taken from the authority of Scripture as by us they are 
denied, there is in all this less than nothing. 

[4.] And touching that which unto this purpose is 
borrowed from the controversy sometime handled between 
M. Harding 1 and the worthiest divine that Christendom 
hath bred for the space of some hundreds of years,® who 
being brought up together in one University,^ it fell out 
in them which was spoken of two others, “They learned 
m the same that which in contrary camps they did 
practise ^ of these two the one objecting that with us argu- 
ments taken from authonty negatively are over common, 

1 T. C, 1 ii p. 50 “ M Harding reproache th the Bishop of 

Salisbury with this kind of reasoning ; unto whom the Bishop 
answereth, ' The aigument of authority negatively is taken to be good, 
whensoever proof is taken of God’s w’^ord ; and is used not only by us, 
but also by many of the Catholic Fatheis ’ A little after he sheweth 
the reason why the argument of authority of the Scripture negatively is 
good ; namely, ‘ For that the word of God is peifect.’ In another 
place unto M. Harding casting him in the teeth with negative argu- 
ments, he allegeth places out of Irenteus, Chrysostom, Leo, which 
reasoned negatively of the authority of the Scriptures The places 
which he allegeth be ver>^ full and plain m generality, without any^such 
restraints as the answerer imagineth ; as they are there to be seen. 

2 [Vaghan in his life of Dr Thos Jackson, prefixed to his (Jackson s) 
works, p S, says of him, shall willingly associate him to those 
other worthies, his predecessors in the same college, (all living at the 
same lime •) to the invaluable Bishop Jewel, Theologorttm qtios orbis 
Christiamis per ahqtiot amioru7?i ccntetiarios proditxit tnaxtmo ' as 
grave Bishop Godwin hath described him. To the famous Mr 
Hooker, who foi his solid writings was sirnamed, The Judicious, and 
entitled by the same, Theologorum Oxomtwi , ‘ The Oxford of Divines 
as one calls Athens, ‘ The Greece of Greece itself ’ To the learned Dr. 
Reinolds, who managed the government of the same college with the 
like care, honour and integrity, although not with the same austerities” 
as Dr Jackson Bishop Godwin borrowed the expression referred to 
(De Prmsul Angl p 354, ed 1743.) from Hooker ; and adds con- 
cerning him, that he was magno Theologo Literarum Oxomum 
appellatiLs ”] 

[According to Camden, they were bred m the same giammar school 
also “Out of this town’s school” (he is speaking of Barnstaple) 
“ there issued two right learned men and most renowned divines, 
John Jewell Bishop of Sansbury, and T Hardmge ” Britannia, 
transl by Holland, p 208 ] 

4 Veil Paterc “Jugurtha ac Marius sub eodem Afncano mili- 
tantes, in iisdem cash is didicere cjuse postea in conliariis facerent* 

[1. n. c. 9 ] 
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the Bishop’s answer hereunto is, that ^ “ This kind of 
argument is thought to be good, whensoever proof is taken 
of God’s word ; and is used not only by us, but also by St. 
Paul, and by many of the Catholic Fathers. St. Paul saith, 
God said not unto Abraham, ‘ In thy seeds all the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed ; ’ but, ‘ In thy seed, which 
is Christ , ’ and thereof he thought he made a good argu- 
ment - Likewise, saith Origen, ‘ The bread which the 
Lord gave unto his disciples, saying unto them, Take and 
eat, he deferred not, nor commanded to be reserved till the 
next day ’ ^ Such arguments Origen and other learned 
Fathers thought to stand for good, whatsoever misliking 
Master Harding hath found in them. This kind of proof 
is thought to hold in God’s commandments, for that they 
be full and perfect . and God hath specially charged us, 
that we should neither put to them nor take from them ; 
and therefore it seemeth good unto them that have learned 
of Christ, U?ius est magister vester^ Christus^^ and have 
heard the voice of God the Father from heaven, Ipsuin 
audite,^ But unto them that add to the word of God what 
them listeth, and make God’s will subject unto their will, 
and break God’s commandments for their own tradition’s 
sake, unto them it seemeth not good.” 

Again, the English Apology alleging the example of the 
Greeks, how they have neither private masses, nor mangled 
sacraments, nor purgatories, nor pardons \ it pleaseth Master 
Harding to jest out the matter, to use the help of his wits 
where strength of truth failed him, and to answer with 
scoffing at negatives. The Bishop’s defence in this case is,^ 
“ The ancient learned Fathers having to deal with impudent 
heretics, that in defence of their errors avouched the 
judgment of all the old bishops and doctors that had been 
before them, and the general consent of the primitive and 
whole universal Church, and that with as good regard of 
truth and as faithfully as you do now , the better to discover 
the shameless boldness and nakedness of their doctrine, 
were oftentimes likewise forced to use the negative, and so to 
drive the same heretics, as we do you, to prove their affirm- 

^ [Reply to M. Harding’s Answer] Art 1 Divis 29. [p 51, ed 
1611 ] ^ Gal ill 16. 

^ Ong. in Levit Horn 5 [t. 11. 21 1 ed Bened ] 

^ Matt xxiii. 8. 10. ® Matt, xvii 5 

® Defens, par v. cap. 15, divis. i 
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atives, which thing to do it was never possible. The 
ancient father Irenaeus thus stayed himself, as we do, by 
the negative,^ ‘ Hoc neque Prophets praedicaverunt, neque 
Dommus docuit, neque Apostoli tradiderunt ; ' ' This thing 
neither did the Prophets publish, nor our Lord teach, nor 
the Apostles deliver.' By a like negative Chrysostom saith,- 
‘This tree neither Paul planted, nor Apoilos watered, nor 
God increased.' In like sort Leo saith,^ ‘ What needeth it 
to believe that thing that neither the Law hath taught, nor 
the Prophets have spoken, nor the Gospel hath preached, 
nor the Apostles have delivered ? ' And again, ^ ^ How are 
the new devices brought m that our Fathers never knew ? ' 
St. Augustine, having reckoned up a great number of the 
Bishops of Rome, by a general negative saith thus ; ^ ‘In 
all this order of succession of bishops there is not one 
bishop found that w^as a Donatist.' St. Gregory being him- 
self a Bishop of Rome, and writing against the title of 
Universal Bishop, saith thus,^ ‘ None of all my predeces- 
sors ever consented to use this ungodly title \ no Bishop of 
Rome ever took upon him this name of singularity.’ By 
such negatives, M. Harding, we reprove the vanity and 
novelty of your religion , w^e tell you, none of the catholic 
ancient learned Fathers either Greek or Latin, ever used 
either your private mass, or your half communion, or your 
barbarous unknown prayers. Paul never planted them, 
Apoilos never watered them, God never increased them ; 
they are of yourselves, they are not of God.’ 

In all this there is not a syllable which any way crosseth 
us. For concerning arguments negative even taken from 
human authority, they are here proved to be in some cases 

^ Lib 1 cap. I 

2 De incomp nat. Dei, Horn. 3. t vi 403 [‘‘Hanc arborem non 
Paulus plantavit, non Apoilos rigavit, non Deus auxit ”] 

Epist xcni c 12 [p 167, ed Pans, 1639 “Quid opus est in 
cor admittere quod lex non docuit, quod piophetia non cecinit, quod 
Evangelii veritas non prsedicavit, quod Apostolica doctrina non tra- 
didit?”] 

^ Epist xcvn. c. 5 [“ Quomodo . . . nova mducuntur, quae 

nostn nunquam sensere majores ? ” Quoted by S. Leo frona S. 
Ambrose, de Incarn Dom. c 6 ] 

® Epist. clxv [al 53 t li. 121. “ In hoc ordme successionis nullus 

Donatista episcopus invemtur ”] 

^ Lib. IV Ep 32 [“Nemo decessorum meoium hoc tarn profano 
vocabulo uti consensit : nullus Romanorum Pontificum hoc smgulantaiis 
nomen assumpsit.”] 
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very strong and forcible. They are not in our estimation 
idle reproofs, when the authors of needless innovations are 
opposed with such negatives as that of Leo, How are 
these new devices brought in which our Fathers never 
knew?'’ When their grave and reverend superiors do 
reckon up unto them as Augustine did unto the Donatists, 
large catalogues of Fathers wondered at for their wisdom, 
piety, and learning,^ amongst whom for so many ages before 
us no one did ever so think of the Church's affairs as now 
the world doth begin to be persuaded ; surely by us they 
are not taught to take exception hereat, because such argu- 
ments are negative. Much less when the like are taken 
from the sacred authority of Scripture, if the matter itself 
do bear them. For in truth the question is not, whether an 
argument from Scripture negathely may be good, but 
whether it be so generally good, that in all actions men may 
urge it. The Fathers I grant do use very general and large 
terms, even as Hiero the king did in speaking of Archi- 
medes, From henceforward whatsoever Archimedes 
“ speaketh, it must be believed." ^ His meaning was not 
that Archimedes could simply in nothing be deceived, but 
that he had in such sort approved his skill, that he seemed 
worthy of credit for ever after in matters appertaining unto 
the science he was skilful in. In speaking thus largely it 
is presumed that men’s speeches will be taken according 
to the matter whereof they speak. Let any man therefore 
that carneth indifferency of judgment peruse the bishop’s 

^ [St Aug Ep 53 (al 165 ) § 2 “ Si 01 do episcoporum sibi 

succedentium considerandus est, quanto certius et vere salubriter ab 
Ipso Petro numeramus, cui totms Ecclesise figuram gerenti Dominus ait, 

‘ Super hanc petram cedificabo Ecclesiam meani, et portae inferoium 
non Vincent earn ' Petro enim successit Linus ; Lino, Clemens ; 
dementi, Anacletus ; Anacleto, Evaristus ; Evaristo, Alexander ; 
Alexandro, Sixtus ; Sixto, Telesphorus ; Telesphoro, Igmus ; Igmo, 
Anicetus ; Aniceto, Pius ; Pio, Soter ; Soteii, Eleutherius ; Eleutherio, 
Victor ; Victori, Zephirinus ; Zephinno, Calixtus ; Calixto, Urbanus ,* 
Urbano, Pontianus , Pontiano, Antherus ; Anthero, Fabianus ,* Fabiano, 
Cornelius ; Cornelio, Lucius ; Lucio, Stephanus ; Stephano, Xystus ; 
Xysto, Dionysius ; Dionysio, P'elix ; Fehci, Eutychianus ; Eutychiano, 
Gams ; Gaio, Marcellinus ; Marcellino, Marcellus ; Marcello, Eu- 
sebius ; Eusebio, Miltiades ; Miltiadi, Sylvester , Sylvestro, Marcus ; 
Marco, Julius ; Julio, Libenus ; Liberio, Damasus ; Damaso, Sincius j 
Siricio, Anastasius In hoc ordme successionis nullus Donatista 
Episcopus mvenitui ”] 

^ [Proclus in Euclid. II 3. Montucla, Hist des Mathemaliques, I. 
230] 
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speeches, and consider well of those negatives concerning 
Scripture, which he produceth out of Irenseus, Chrysostom, 
and Leo ; ^ which three are chosen from among the residue, 
because the sentences of the others (even as one of theirs 
also) do make for defence of negative arguments taken from 
human authority, and not from divine only. They mention 
no more restraint in the one than in the other ; yet I think 
themselves will not hereby judge, that the Fathers took both 
to be strong, without restraint unto any special kind of matter 
wherein they held such arguments forcible. Nor doth the 
bishop either say or prove any more, than that an argument 
in some kinds of matter may be good, although taken 
negatively from Scripture. 

VII. An earnest desire to draw all things under the deter- 
mination of bare and naked Scripture hath caused here 
much pains to be taken in abating the estimation and 
credit of man. Which if we labour to maintain as far 
as truth and reason will bear, let not any think that we 
travel about a matter not greatly needful. For the scope of 
all their pleading against man's authority is, to overthrow 
such orders, laws, and constitutions in the Church, as 
depending thereupon if they should therefore be taken away, 
would peradventure leave neither face nor memory of 
Church to continue long in the world, the world especially 
being such as now it is. That which they have in this case 
spoken I would for brevity's sake let pass, but that the drift 
of their speech being so dangerous, their words are not to 
be neglected. 

[2.] Wherefore to say that simply an argument taken from 

^ [St. Irenseus, I i. 15, (after a minute exposition of the Valentiniaii 
doctnne of ^ons ;) Toiavrr}s Se rrjs ifTrodeaecos abrui/ oijorTjs, 

Jlpo^rjrai iic^pv^ap, oijTe 6 Kvpios edlBa^eyf oijre ^ AttScftoXol irapedcoKcti/f 

Trepl Tcov <iXccu avxovcri 'rrXuov ruv &XXcop iyvuKeyaif aypd<pcay 
avayivdoffKOvres, tcctX rh 5^ XeySfxeyoVf ^jujuou crxotvta TrXeKeip iTTL- 
TTjdeTLiopres a^LOiricTTCos 'KpO(rapii6C^Lv TreLpooyrm tois eiprj/jLGpois ^roi Tra/ia- 
^oXks KvpicLKhs, ^ f>^(r€Ls irpocprjriKas, ^ x6yovs ^A7ro(rToXiKohs, tpa rb 
TrXdcrjua avroov dfidprypop ejyai doK^ 

St. Chrysostom, VI p. 402, 3, (speaking of one of the most offensive 
modifications of Ariamsm ;) *H rcay ^AvopLolcoy ^prjpLadmcra ij/vx^f 
aTT^ roby ypa<pwy eTrtfieXeias ovk ctTroAaiJcracra, otKoOey nal Trap"' iavr?]s r^y 
dypiay rabrTjv feed ayfifiepoy i^d^pacrey a^pefTiy' rovro ydp rh d^yBpoy ov 
TJavXos i(()vr€vcrey, ovk ’ATroXXdfS iirdrLcreVf 00% <5 Behs rjij^Tjcrey" &AA* 
iepbrevere fxey XoyiorfjLuy &Kaipos rrepiepyta, iirdricre dh diroyoias TV<p0Sy 
Tjh^rja'e Se (piXobo^ias epeas 

St. Leo, as before, Ep. xciii. c. 12.] 
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man’s authority doth hold no way, “neither affirmatively nor 
negatively,” ^ is hard. By a man’s authority we here under- 
stand the force which his 'word hath for the assurance of 
another’s mind that buildeth upon it ; as the Apostle some- 
what did upon their report of the house of Chioe ; ^ and the 
Samaritans in a matter of far greater moment upon the 
report of a simple woman For so it is said in St. John’s 
Gospel, “ Many of the Samaritans of that city believed m 
him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He hath 
told me all things that ever I did.” ^ 

The strength of man’s authority is affirmatively such 
that the weightiest affairs in the world depend thereon. 
In judgment and justice are not hereupon proceedings 
grounded ? Saith not the Law that “ in the mouth of two 
or three witnesses every word shall be confirmed ? ” ^ This 
the law of God would not say, if there were in a man’s 
testimony no force at all to prove any thing. 

And if It be admitted that in matter of fact there is some 
credit to be given to the testimony of man, but not in 
matter of opinion and judgment j we see the contrary both 
acknowledged and universally practised also throughout 
the world. The sentences of wise and expert men were 
never but highly esteemed. Let the title of a man’s right 
be called in question ; are we not bold to rely and build 
upon the judgment of such as are famous for their skill in 
the laws of this land ? In matter of state the weight many 
times of some one man’s authority is thought reason 
sufficient, even to sway over whole nations. 

And this not only “with the simpler sort;” but the 
learneder and wiser we are, the more such arguments in some 
cases prevail with us. The reason why the simpler sort are 
moved with authority is the conscience of their own 
ignorance ; whereby it cometh to pass that having learned 
men in admiration, they rather fear to dislike them than 

1 T. C. lib i p. 25 [13 ] “ When the question is of the authority 

of a man, it holdeth neither affiimatively nor negatively The reason 
lb, because the infirmity of man can neither attain to the perfection of 
any thing whereby he might speak all things that are to be spoken of it, 
neither yet be free from enor in those things which he speak eth or 
giveth out And therefore this argument neither affirmatively nor 
negatively compelleth the hearer, but only induceth him to some liking 
or disliking of that foi which it is brought, and is rather for an orator to 
persuade the simpler soit than for a disputcr to enforce him that is 
learned ” 

2 I Cor III ‘ffiv 39. 


^ Deut XIX r 5 ; Malt. xvni. 16. 
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know wherefore they should allow and follow^ their judg- 
ments. Contrariwise with them that are skilful authority is 
much more strong and forcible , because they only are able 
to discern how just cause there is w^hy to some men's 
authority so much should be attributed. For which cause 
the name of Hippocrates (no doubt) were more effectual to 
persuade even such men as Galen himself, than to move a 
silly empiric. So that the very selfsame argument in this 
kind which doth but induce the vulgar sort to like, may 
constrain the wiser to yield. And therefore not orators 
only with the people, but even the very profoundest disputers 
in all faculties have hereby often with the best learned 
prevailed most. 

As for arguments taken from human authority and that 
negatively ; for example sake, if we should think the 
assembling of the people of God together by the sound of a 
bell, the presenting of infants at the holy font by such as 
commonly we call their godfathers, or any other the like 
received custom, to be impious, because some men of whom 
we think very reverently have in their books and writings no 
where mentioned or taught that such things should be in 
the Church ; this reasoning were subject unto just reproof, 
it were but feeble, weak, and unsound. Notwithstanding 
even negatively an argument from human authority may be 
strong, as namely thus : The Chronicles of England mention 
no more than only six kings bearing the name of Edward 
since the time of the last conquest ; therefore it cannot be 
there should be more. So that if the question be of the 
authority of a man’s testimony, we cannot simply avouch 
either that affirmatively it doth not any way hold ; or that 
it hath only force to induce the simpler sort, and not to 
constrain men of understanding and ripe judgment to yield 
assent, or that negatively it hath in it no strength at all. 
For unto every of these the contrary is most plain. 

[3.] Neither doth that which is alleged concerning the 
infirmity of men overthrow or disprove this. Men are 
blinded with ignorance and error ; many things may escape 
them, and in many things they may be deceived , yea, those 
things which they do know they may either forget, or upon 
sundry indirect considerations let pass ,* and although them- 
selves do not err, yet may they through malice or vanity 
even of purpose deceive others. Howbeit infinite cases 
there aie wherein all these impediments and lets are so 
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manifestly excluded, that there is no show or colour where- 
by any such exception may be taken, but that the testimony 
of man will stand as a ground of infallible assurance, hhat 
there is a city of Rome, that Piils Quintus and Gregory the 
Thirteenth and others have been Popes of Rome, I suppose 
we are certainly enough persuaded The ground of our 
persuasion, who never saw the place nor persons before- 
named, can be nothing but man^s testimony. Will any man 
here notwithstanding allege those mentioned human infirm- 
ities, as reasons why these things should be mistrusted or 

doubted of? . ^ ^ j 

Yea, that which is more, utterly to infringe the force and 
strength of man’s testimony were to shake the very fortress 
of God’s truth. For whatsoever we believe concerning 
salvation by Christ, although the Scripture be therein the 
ground of our belief, yet the authority of mams, if we mark 
it, the key which openeth the door of entrance into the 
knowledge of the Scripture. The Scripture could not teach 
us the things that are of God, unless we did credit men 
who have taught us that the words of Scripture do signify 
those things. Some way therefore, notwithstanding man’s 
infirmity, yet his authority may enforce assent. 

[4.] Upon better advice and deliberation so much is per- 
ceived, and at the length confest , that arguments taken 
from the authority of men may not only so far forth as hath 
been declared but further also be of some force in human 
sciences , ’’ which force be it never so small, doth shew that 
they are not utterly naught. But in ‘ ‘ matters divine it is 
still maintained stiffly, that they have no manner force at 
all.i Howbeit, the very selfsame reason, which causeth to 


1 T. C. lib 11 p 19. “ Although that kind of argument of authority 

of men is* good neither in human nor divine sciences ; yet it hath some 
small force m human sciences, (forasmuch as naturally, and in that he is 
a man, he may come to some ripeness of judgment in those sciences,) 
which in divine matters hath no foice at all ; as of him which naturally, 
and as he is a man, can no more judge of them than a blind man. 0 
colours. Yea so far is it fiom diawmg ciedit, if it be barely spoken 
Without reason and testimony of Sciipture, that it carrieth also a suspicion 
of untruth whatsoever proceedeth from him ; which the Apostle did well 
note, when, to signify a thing corruptly spoken, and against the tuitn, 
he saith, that ‘ it is spoken according to man, Rom. 111. He 
‘as a wicked and lying man,’ but simply; as a man. And although 
this corruption be reformed m many, yet for so much as m whom t 
knowledge of the truth is most advanced there remameth both ignorance 
and disordered adections 'whereof either of them tuineth him from 
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yield that they are of some force in the one, will at the length 
constrain also to acknowledge that they are not in the other 
altogether unforcible. For if the natural strength of man’s 
Wit may by experience and study attain unto such ripeness 
in the knowledge of things human, that men in this respect 
may presume to build somewhat upon their judgment ; what 
reason have we to think but that even in matters divine, the 
like wits furnished with necessary helps, exercised in 
Scripture with like diligence, and assisted with the grace of 
Almighty God, may grow unto so much perfection of know- 
ledge, that men shall have just cause, when any thing 
pertinent unto faith and religion is doubted of, the more 
willingly to incline their minds towards that which the 
sentence of so grave, wise, and learned in that faculty shall 
judge most sound ? For the controversy is of the weight of 
such men’s judgments Let it therefore be suspected, let 
it be taken as gross, corrupt, repugnant unto the truth, 
whatsoever concerning things divine above nature shall at 
any time be spoken as out of the mouths of mere natural 
men, which have not the eyes wherewith heavenly things 
are discerned. For this we contend not. But whom God 
hath endued with principal gifts to aspire unto knowledge 
by ; whose exercises, labours, and divine studies he hath so 
blessed that the world for their great and rare skill that way 
hath them in singular admiration ; may we reject even their 
judgment likewise, as being utterly of no moment? For 
mine own part, I dare not so lightly esteem of the Church, 
and of the principal pillars therein. 

[5 ] The truth is, that the mind of man desireth evermore 
to know the truth according to the most infallible certainty 
which the nature of things can yield. The greatest assurance 
generally with all men is that which we have by plain aspect 
and intuitive beholding. Where we cannot attain unto this, 
there what appeareth to be true by strong and invincible 
demonstration, such as wherein it is not by any way possible 
to be deceived, thereunto the mind doth necessarily assent, 
neither is it in the choice thereof to do otherwise. And in 
case these both do fail, then which way greatest probability 
leadeth, thither the mind doth evermore incline Scripture 
with Christian men being received as the Word of God j that 

speaking of the truth), no man’s authority, with the Chinch especially 
and those that are called and peisuaded of the authority of the Word of 
God, can bring any assuiance unto the conscience.” 
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for which we have probable, yea, that which we have necessary 
reason for, yea, that which we see -with our eyes, is not thought 
so sure as that which the Scripture of God teacheth; because 
we hold that his speech revealeth there what himself seeth, 
and therefore the strongest proof of all, and the most 
necessarily assented unto by us (which do thus receive the 
Scripture) is the Scripture. Now it is not required nor can 
be exacted at our hands, that we should yield unto any 
thing other assent, than such as doth answer the evidence 
which is to be had of that we assent unto. For which cause 
even in matters divine, concerning some things we may 
lawfully doubt and suspend our judgment, inclining neither 
to one side nor other; as namely touching the time of 
the fall both of man and angels of some things we may 
very well retain an opinion that they are probable and not 
unlikely to be true, as when we hold that men have their 
souls rather by creation than propagation, or that the Mother 
of our Lord lived always in the state of virginity as well after 
his birth as before (for of these two the one, her virginity 
before, is a thing which of necessity we must believe , the 
other, her continuance in the same state always, hath more 
likelihood of truth than the contrary) , finally in all things 
then are our consciences best resolved, and in a most agree- 
able sort unto God and nature settled, when they are so far 
persuaded as those grounds of persuasion which are to be 
had will bear. 

Which thing I do so much the rather set down, for that 
I see how a number of souls are for want of right information 
in this point oftentimes grievously vexed. When bare and 
unbuilded conclusions are put into their minds, they findmg 
not themselves to have thereof any great certainty, imagine 
that this proceedeth only from lack of faith, and that the 
Spirit of God doth not work in them as it doth in true be- 
lievers ; by this means their hearts are much troubled, they 
fall into anguish and perplexity : whereas the truth is, that 
how bold and confident soever we may be in words, ^ when it 
comelh to the point of trial, such as the evidence is which 
the truth hath either in itself or through proof, such is the 
heart's assent thereunto , neither can it be stronger, being 
grounded as it should be. 

I grant that proof derived from the authority of man's 
judgment is not able to work that assurance which doth grow 
Iby a stronger proof j and therefore although ten thousand 
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general councils would set down one and the same definitive 
sentence concerning any point of religion whatsoever, yet 
one demonstrative reason alleged, or one manifest testimony 
cited from the mouth of God himself to the contrary, could 
not choose but overweigh them all ; inasmuch as for them 
to have been deceived it is not impossible ; it is, that demon- 
strative reason or testimony divine should deceive. Howbeit 
in defect of proof infallible, because the mind doth rather 
follow probable persuasions than approve the things that 
have in them no likelihood of truth at all ; surely if a question 
concerning matter of doctrine were proposed, and on the one 
side no kind of proof appearing, there should on the other 
be alleged and shewed that so a number of the learnedest 
divines in the w^orld have ever thought ; although it did not 
appear what reason or what Scripture led them to be of that 
judgment, yet to their very bare judgment somewhat a 
reasonable man would attribute, notwithstanding the 
common imbecilities which are incident into our nature. 

[6.] And whereas it is thought, that especially with ‘‘the 
Church, and those that are called and persuaded of the 
authority of the Word of God, man’s authority ” with them 
especially “ should not prevail ; ” it must and doth prevail 
even with them, yea with them especially, as far as equity 
require th ; and farther we maintain it not.^ For men to be 

1 T. C lib. li. p. 21. divers sentences of the Fathers themselves 

(whereby some have likened them to brute beasts without reason which 
suffer themselves to be led by the judgment and authority of others, 
some have preferred the judgment of one simple rude man alleging 
reason unto companies of learned men) I will content myself at this time 
with two or three sentences. Irenseus saith, Whatsoever is to be shewed 
in the Scripture cannot be shewed but out of the Scriptures themselves 
lib lii. cap. 12. Jerome saith, 'No man be he never so holy or eloquent 
hath any authority after the Apostles ’ in Ps Ixxxvi Augustine saith, 
' That he will believe none, how godly and learned soever he be, unless 
he confirm his sentence by the Scriptures, or by some reason not con- 
trary to them.’ Ep. 18.” [al 82 t. 11 p. 190 ] “And in another place, 
Hear this, the Lord saith Hear not this, Donatus saith, Rogatus saith, 
Vmcentms saith, Hilarius saith, Ambrose saith, Augustine saith, but 
hearken unto this, The Lord saith. Ep. 48.” [al. 93 c. 6 0 pp. t. li. 
p. 239. It may be questioned whether this place is at all relevant to 
Cartwright’s purpose. Glorificatuni est nomen meum tn gentibus^ dint 
Dominus. Audi, die it Dominus; non, dicit Donatus, aut Rogatus, aut 
Vmcentius, aut Flilarius, aut Ambrosius, aut Augustinus ; sed, dicit 
Dominus; cum legitur, Dt benedicentur in eo omnes irihus terree. . . . 
Dt replebitur gloria ejus omnis tefra, fiat, fiat. Et tu sedes Cai tennis, 
et cum decern Rogatistis, qui remansistis, dicis, Non fiat, non fiat ] 
‘ And again, having to do with an Anan, he affirmeth that neither he 
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tied and led by authority, as it were with a kind of captivity 
of judgment, and though there be reason to the contrary not 
to listen unto it, but to follow like beasts the first in the herd, 
they know not nor care not whither, this were brutish. 
Again, that authority of men should prevail with men either 
against or above Reason, is no part of our belief. “ Com- 
panies of learned men ” be they never so great and reverend 
are to yield unto Reason ; the weight whereof is no whit 
prejudiced by the simplicity of his person which doth allege 
it, but being found to be sound and good, the bare opinion 
of men to the contrary must of necessity stoop and give place 
Iren^us,^ writing against Marcion, which held one God 
author of the Old Testament and another of the New, to 
prove that the Apostles preached the same God which was 
knowm before to the Jews, he copiously allegeth sundry 
their sermons and speeches uttered concerning that matter 
and recorded in Scripture. And lest any should be wearied 
with such store of allegations, in the end he concludeth, 
“ While we labour for these demonstrations out of Scripture, 

ought to bnng forth the Council of Nice, nor the other the Council of 
Arimine, thereby to bring prejudice each to other ; neither ought the 
Arian to be holden by the authority of the one nor himself by tlie 
authority of the other, but by the Scriptures, which are witnesses proper 
to neither but common to both matter with matter, cause with cause, 
reason with reason, ought to be debated Cont. Max. Arian 1 111 c 
14.” [al. lib ii. c- 14. 1 3 t. vm 704. Nec nunc ego NiCcenum, nec 
tu debes Arimmense tanquam prmjudicaturus piofene concilium. Nec 
ego hujus auctontate, ncc tu illius detineiis Scriptural um auctoritatibus, 
non quorumque pi'opriis, sed utrisque commumbus testibus, res cum re, 
causa cum causa, ratio cum ratione concertet.] “And in another place 
against Pelihaii the Donatist he saith, Lei not these words be heard 
between us, I say, You say ; let us hear this. Thus saith the Lord And 
by and by speaking of the Scriptures he saith, There let us seek the Church, 
there let us try the cause. Dc Unit Eccles. cap 5 ” [cap. 2, 3. Inter 
nos et Donalistas quaestio esl, ubi sit hoc corpus : i e ubi sit Ecclesia 
Quid ergo factun sumus ^ in verbis nostris earn quoesituri ; an m verbis 
capitis sui, Domini nostri Jesu Chiisli? Puto, quod in illius potiiis 
verbis earn qm-erere debemus, qui Veiitas est, et optime novit coipus 
suum . In veibis nostiis Ecclesiam qumri nolumus . -05 

Non audiamus, “ Hsec dicis, hoc chco,” sed audiamus, “Kmc dicil 
Dommus Sunt ceite libn Dommici, quorum auctontati utnque con- 
senlimus, utnque cedimus, utiique servimus ibi qiueramus Ecclesiam, 
ibi discutiamus causam nosliam ] “ Hereby [heie] it is manifest, that the 
argument of the authority of man affirmatively is nothing woith 

1 [P.230 ed. Grabe “ Nobis autem conlaborantibus his ostensionibus 
qua; ex Senptuns sunt, et qua; multifane dicta sunt bieviter et com- 
pendiose annuntiantibus, et tu cum magnammitatc attende eis, et non 
longiloqmum pula, hoc intelligeiis . quomam,” &c.] 
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and do summarily declare the things which many ways have 
been spoken, be contented quietly to hear, and do not think 
my speech tedious . Quomam ostensiones quse sunt in 
Scripturis non possunt ostendi nisi ex ipsis Scripturis ; 
Because demonstrations that are m Scnpture may not other- 
wise be shewed than by citing them out of the Scriptures 
themselves where they are.” Which words make so little 
unto the purpose, that they seem as it were offended at him 
which hath called them thus solemnly forth to say nothing. 

And concerning the verdict of Jerome;^ if no man, be 
he never so well learned, have after the Apostles any 
authority to publish new doctrine as from heaven, and to 
require the world’s assent as unto truth received by pro- 
phetical revelation ; doth this prejudice the credit of 
learned men’s judgments in opening that truth, which by 
being conversant in the Apostles’ writings they have 
themselves from thence learned? 

St. Augustine exhorteth not to hear men, but to hearken 
what God speaketh. His purpose is not (I think) that we 
should stop our ears against his own exhortation, and there- 
fore he cannot mean simply that audience should altogether 
be denied unto men, but either that if men speak one thing 
and God himself teach another, then he not they to be 
obeyed; or if they both speak the same thing, yet then 
also man’s speech unworthy of hearing, not simply, but in 
comparison of that which proceedeth from the mouth of 
God. 

‘Wea, but we doubt what the will of God is.” Are we in 
this case forbidden to hear what men of judgment think it 
to be? If not, then this allegation also might very well have 
been spared. 

In that ancient strife which was between the catholic 
Fathers and Arians, Donatists, and others of like perverse 
and froward disposition, as long as to Fathers or councils 
alleged on the one side the like by the contrary side were 
opposed, impossible it was that ever the question should by 
this means grow unto any issue or end. The Scripture they 

^ [vm. 127. C sup Psalm 86 v 6 ‘‘‘Dominus narrahit in sciip- 
lura populorum et principum, horum qui fuerunt m ca ’ ^ Principum ’ 

hoc est, Apostolorum et Evangehstarum *ITorum qui fuerunt in ea.’ 
Videte quid dicat : ‘ Qui fuerunt/ non ' qui sunt : ’ ut exccptis Apostolis, 
quoclcunque aliud postea clicetur, abscindatur : non habeat postea auctori- 
tatem Quamvis ergo sancLus sit aliquis post Apostolos, quamvis disertus 
git, non habet auctoritatem ”] 
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both believed ; the Scripture they knew could not give sen- 
tence on both sides ; by Scripture the controversy between 
them was such as might be determined. In this case what 
madness was it with such kinds of proofs to nourish their 
contention, when there were such effectual means to end all 
controversy that was between them ! Hereby therefore it 
doth not as yet appear, that an argument of authority of man 
affirmatively is in matters divine nothing worth. 

Which opinion being once inserted into the minds of the 
vulgar sort, what it may grow unto God knoweth. Thus 
much we see, it hath already made thousands so headstrong 
even in gross and palpable errors, that a man whose capacity 
will scarce serve him to utter five words in sensible manner 
blusheth not in any doubt concerning matter of Scripture to 
think his own bare Yea as good as the JVay of all the wise, 
grave, and learned judgments that are in the whole world : 
which insolency must be repressed, or it will be the very 
bane of Christian religion. 

[7.] Our Lord’s disciples marking what speech he uttered 
unto them, and at the same time calling to mind a common 
opinion held by the Scribes, between which opinion and the 
words of their Master it seemed unto them that there was 
some contradiction, which they could not themselves answer 
with full satisfaction of their own minds ; the doubt they 
propose to our Saviour, saying, “ Why then say the Scribes 
that Elias must first come ? ” ^ They knew that the Scribes 
did err greatly, and that many ways even in matters of their 
own profession. They notwithstanding thought the judg- 
ment of the very Scribes in matters divine to be of some 
value ; some probability they thought there was that Elias 
should come, inasmuch as the Scribes said it. Now no 
truth can contradict any truth ; desirous therefore they were 
to be taught how both might stand together , that which 
they knew could not be false, because Christ spake it , and 
this which to them did seem true, only because the Scribes 
had said it. For the Scripture, from whence the Scribes did 
gather it, was not then in their heads. We do not find that 
our Saviour reproved them of error for thinking the judg- 
ment of the Scribes to be worth the objecting, for esteeming 
it to be of any moment or value m matters concerning God. 

[8.] We cannot therefore be persuaded that the will of 
God IS, we should so far reject the authority of men as to 
1 [St. Malt. xvii. 10 ] 
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reckon it nothing. No, it may be a question, whether they 
that urge us unto this be themselves so persuaded indeed.^ 
Men do sometimes bewray that by deeds, which to confess 
they are hardly drawn Mark then if this be not general 
with all men for the most part : when the judgments of 
learned men are alleged against them, what do they but 
either elevate their credit, or oppose unto them the judg- 
ments of others as learned ^ Which thing doth argue that 
ail men acknowledge in them some force and weight, for 
which they are loath the cause they maintain should be so 
much weakened as their testimony is available Again, what 
reason is there why alleging testimonies as proofs, men give 
them some title of credit, honour, and estimation, whom 
they allege, unless beforehand it be sufficiently known who 
they are , what reason hereof but only a common ingrafted 
persuasion, that in some men there may be found such 
qualities as are able to countervail those exceptions which 
might be taken against them, and that such men's authority 
is not lightly to be shaken off? 

[9.] Shall I add further, that the force of aiguments 
drawn from the authority of Scripture itself, as Scriptures 
commonly are alleged, shall (being sifted) be found to 
depend upon the strength of this so much despised and 
debased authority of man ? Surely it doth, and that oftener 
than we are aware of. For although Scripture be of God, 
and therefore the proof which is taken from thence must 
needs be of all other most invincible , yet this strength it 
hath not, unless it avouch the selfsame thing for which it is 
brought. If there be either undeniable appearance that so 
it doth, or reason such as cannot deceive, then Scripture- 
proof (no doubt) in strength and value exceedeth all But 
for the most part, even such as are readiest to cite for one 
thing five hundred sentences of holy Scripture ; what warrant 
have they, that any one of them doth mean the thing for 
which it is alleged ? Is not their surest ground most com- 

^ [Christ Letter, p. 8. ‘‘We pray you to explane your owne meaning, 
whether you thinke that there be anie naturall light, teaching knowledge 
of things necessane to salvation, which knowledge is not contayned m 
holy Scripture ” Hooker MS note “ They are malteis of salvation I 
think which you handle in this booke If therefore determinable only 
by Scripture, why presse you me so often with humane aulhoiities? 
Why alleage you the Articles of Religion as the voice of the Church 
against me ? Why cite you so many commentaries, bookes and sermons, 
partly of Bishops partly of others ? 
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monly, either some probable conjecture of their own, or the 
judgment of others taking those Scriptures as they do ? 
Which notwithstanding to mean otherwise than they take 
them, it is not still altogether impossible. So that now and 
then they ground themselves on human authority, even 
when they most pretend divine. Thus it fareth even clean 
throughout the whole controversy about that discipline which 
is so earnestly urged and laboured for. Scriptures are plenti- 
fully alleged to prove that the whole Christian world for ever 
ought to embrace it. Hereupon men term it, The Discipline 
of God, Howbeit examine, sift and resolve their alleged 
proofs, till you come to the very root from whence they 
spring, the heart wherein their strength lieth j and it shall 
clearly appear unto any man of judgment, that the most 
which can be inferred upon such plenty of divine testimonies 
is only this, That sojne things which they maintain, as far as 
some men can probably conjecture^ do seem to have been out 
of Scripture not absurdly gathered. Is this a warrant suffi- 
cient for any man’s conscience to build such proceedings 
upon, as have been and are put in ure for the stablishment 
of that cause ? 

[10.] But to conclude, I would gladly understand how it 
cometh to pass, that they which so peremptorily do maintain 
that human authority is nothing worth are in the cause which 
they favour so careful to have the common sort of men per- 
suaded, that the wisest, the godliest, and the best learned in 
all Christendom are that way given, seeing they judge this 
to make nothing in the world for them. Again how cometh 
it to pass they cannot abide that authority should be alleged 
on the other side, if there be no force at all in authorities on 
one side or other? Wherefore labour they to strip their 
adversaries of such furniture as doth not help? Why take 
they such needless pains to furnish also their own cause with 
the like? If it be void and to no purpose that the names of 
men are so frequent in their books, what did move them to 
bring them in, or doth to suffer them there remaining? 
Ignorant I am not how this is salved, ‘‘ They do it not but 
after the truth made manifest first by Reason or by Scrip- 
ture : they do it not but to control the enemies of the truth, 
who bear themselves bold upon human authority making 
not for them but against them rather.” ^ Which answers are 

^ “If at any time it happened unto Augustine (as it did against the 
Donatists and others) to allege the authority of the ancient Fathers which 
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nothing: for in \\hat place or upon what consideration 
soever it be they do it, were it in their own opinion of no 
force being done, they would undoubtedly refrain to do it. 

VIII. But to the end it may more plainly appear what 
we are to judge of their sentences, and of the cause itself 
wherein they are alleged ; first, it may not well be denied, 
that all actions of men endued with the use of reason are 
generally either good or evil. For although it be granted 
that no action is properly termed good or evil unless it be 
voluntary ; yet this can be no let to our former assertion, 
That all actions of men endued with the use of reason are 
generally either good or evil ; because even those things are 
done voluntarily by us which other creatures do naturally, 
inasmuch as we might stay our doing of them if we would. 
Beasts naturally do take their food and rest when it oifereth 
itself unto them. If men did so too, and could not do other- 
wise of themselves, there were no place for any such reproof 
as that of our Saviour Christ unto his disciples,^ Could ye 
not watch with me one hour ^ ” That which is voluntarily 
performed in things tending to the end, if it be well done, 
must needs be done with deliberate consideration of some 
reasonable cause wherefore we rather should do it than not. 
Whereupon it seemeth, that in such actions only those are 
said to be good or evil which are capable of deliberation : 
so that many things being hourly done by men, wherein they 
need not use with themselves any manner of consultation at 
all, it may perhaps hereby seem that well or ill-doing be- 
longeth only to our weightier affairs, and to those deeds 
which are of such great importance that they requii e advice. 
But thus to determine were perilous, and peradventure 
unsound also. I do rather incline to think, that seeing all 
the unforced actions of men are voluntary, and all voluntary 
actions tending to the end have choice, and all choice pre- 
supposeth the knowledge of some cause wherefore we make 
it : where the reasonable cause of such actions so readily 
offereth itself that it needeth not to be sought for ; in those 
things though we do not deliberate, yet they are of their 


had been before him ; yet this was not done befoie he had laid a suie 
foundation of his cause in the Scriptures, and that also being provoked 
by the adversaries of the truth, who bare themselves high of some 
council, or of some man of name that had favoured that part ” T C, 
lib 11 p 22 
^ Matt, xxvi 40, 
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nature apt to be deliberated on, in regard of the will, which 
may incline either way, and would not any one way bend 
Itself, if there were not some apparent motive to lead it. De- 
liberation actual we use, when there is doubt what we should 
incline our wills unto. Where no doubt is, deliberation is 
not excluded as impertinent unto the thing, but as needless 
in regard of the agent, which seeth already what to resolve 
upon. It hath no apparent absurdity therefore in it to think, 
that all actions of men endued with the use of reason are 
generally either good or evil. 

[2.] Whatsoever is good, the same is also approved of 
God : and according unto the sundry degrees of goodness, 
the kinds of divine approbation are in like sort multiplied. 
Some things are good, yet in so mean a degree of goodness, 
that men are only not disproved nor disallowed of God for 
them. ‘‘No man hateth his own flesh.’’ ^ “ If ye do good 

unto them that do so to you, the very publicans themselves 
do as much ” ^ “ They are worse than infidels that have no 

care to provide for their own.” ^ In actions of this sort, 
the very light of Nature alone may discover that which is 
so far forth in the sight of God allowable. 

[3 ] Some things in such sort are allowed, that they 
be also required as necessary unto salvation, by way of 
direct immediate and proper necessity final ; so that without 
performance of them we cannot by ordinary course be 
saved, nor by any means be excluded from life observing 
them In actions of this kind our chiefest direction is from 
Scripture, for Nature is no sufficient teacher what we should 
do that we may attain unto life everlasting The unsuffi- 
ciency of the light of Nature is by the light of Scripture so 
fully and so perfectly herein supplied, that further light 
than this hath added there doth not need unto that end. 

[4.] Finally some things, although not so required of 
necessity that to leave them undone excludeth from 
salvation, are notwithstanding of so great dignity and 
acceptation with God, that most ample reward in heaven 
is laid up for them. Hereof we have no commandment 
either in Nature or Scripture which doth exact them at our 
hands ; yet those motives theie are in both which draw 
most effectually our minds unto them. In this kind there 
is not the least action but it doth somewhat make to the 
accessory augmentation of our bliss. For which cause 
^ Ephes. V. 29. ^ Matt. v. 46. ^ i Tim. v. 8. 
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our Saviour doth plainly witness, that there shall not be as 
much as a cup of cold water bestowed for his sake without 
rewardd Hereupon dependeth w^hatsoever difference there 
IS bet’ween the states of saints m glory ; hither we refer 
whatsoever belongeth unto the highest perfection of man by 
way of service towards God ; hereunto that fervour and 
first love of Christians did bend itself, causing them to sell 
their possessions, and lay down the price at the blessed 
Apostles’ feet.^ Hereat St. Paul undoubtedly did aim in 
so far abridging his own liberty, and exceeding that which 
the bond of necessary and enjoined duty tied him unto.^ 

[5.] Wherefore seeing that m all these several kind of 
actions there can be nothing possibly evil which God 
approveth , and that he approveth much more than he 
doth command;* and that his very commandments in 

1 Matt X. 42. 2 Acts IV. 34, 35 •* i Thess. u 7 . 9 - 

^ [Chr Letter, p. 15. “Whether we may not justly judge, that in 
thus speaking you sow the seede of that doctrine which leadeth men to 
those arrogant workes of supererogation ” 

Hooker, IMS note. ‘ ‘ Did God command Paul not to marry, not to 
receyve his daily maintenance from the Church He refrained both 
without commandment, but not without approbation from God Yea, 
he himself doth counsell that which he doth not command, and they 
that followed his counsell did well, although they did it not by way of 
necessary obedience, but of voluntaiie choice. 

“Was the sale of Ananias his land allowed in God s sight ? 1 hope 
you will graunt it was, sith the Holy Ghost commendeth sundiy others 
which did the like His purpose m selling was good, but his fraud 
irreligious and wicked in withholding the price which he pietended to 
give whole Yeat did not God command Ananias or the rest to make 
any such sale For then how should Peter have said it was fiee for 
Ananias to have reteined it in his handes? God did therefore appiove 
what he did not command in that action 

“Had not the Law as well free offerings, which were approved, as 
necessary, which were commanded, of God? 

“ If I should ask, have you sinned in not setting your name to your 
book, I am very sure you will answere, no, but that you have done what 
God alloweth Yeat hath not God I think commaunded that you should 
conceale your name, and so you have shewed yourself heeie a lapist 
by doing a work of supererogation, if eveiy thing done and not com- 
manded be such a work The like might be said although you had put 
your name thereto For the case is like in all workes indifterent But 
as for supererogation in poperie, it belongeth unto satisfactory actions, 
and not unto meritorious. Wheieas therefore with them woikes riot 
commanded are chiefly meiitorious, and in mexit no supererogation held, 
you do ill to say that he which maketh any thing not commanded allow- 
able establisheth woikes of supererogation '' 

Chi Letter, p 15. “You appeare to us to scattei the prophane 
graines of poperie/’ 
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some kind, as namely his precepts compiehended in the 
law of nature, may be otherwise known than only by 
Scripture ; and that to do them, howsoever we know them, 
must needs be acceptable in his sight ^ let them with 
whom we have hitherto disputed consider well, how it can 
stand with reason to make the bare mandate of sacred 
Scripture the only rule of all good and evil in the actions 
of mortal men The testimonies of God are true the 
testimonies of God are perfect, the testimonies of God are 
all sufficient unto that end for which they were given. 
Therefore accordingly we do receive them, we do not 
think that in them God hath omitted anything needful 
unto his purpose, and left his intent to be accomplished by 
our devisings. What the Scripture purposeth, the same in 
all points it doth perform. 

How^beit that here we swerve not in judgment, one 
thing especially we must observe, namely that the absolute 
perfection of Scripture is seen by relation unto that end 
whereto it tendeth. And even hereby it cometh to pass, 
that first such as imagine the general and mam drift of the 
body of sacred Scripture not to be so large as it is, nor that 
God did thereby intend to deliver, as in truth he doth, 
a full instruction in all things unto salvation necessary, the 
knowledge whereof man by nature could not otherwise in 
this life attain unto : they are by this very mean induced 
either still to look for new revelations from heaven, or else 
dangerously to add to the word of God uncertain tradition, 
that so the doctrine of man’s salvation may be complete ; 
which doctrine we constantly hold in all respects without 
any such thing added to be so complete, that we utterly 
refuse as much as once to acquaint ourselves with any 
thing further. Whatsoever to make up the doctrine of 
man’s salvation is added, as in supply of the Scripture’s 
unsufficiency, we reject it. Scripture purposing this, hath 
perfectly and fully done it. 

Again the scope and purpose of God in delivering the 

Hooker, MS note. “It is not I that scatter, but you that gather 
more than ever was let fall ”] 

^ [Hooker, MS note on Chr Letter, p 14 “ De imperfectione 

bonorum operum vide ITier. contra Lucifer cap 6 ” (p 142, D. “ Con- 
veniat unusquisque coi suum, et in omni vita inveniet, quam rarum sil 
fidelem ammam invemri, ut nihil ob glori^e cupiditatem, nihil ob rumus- 
culos hominum facial, <&c ”) “and Genebrard m Synib. Athanas 
P 3°6 ”] 
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Holy Scripture such as do take more largely than behoveth, 
they on the contrary side, racking and stretching it further 
than by him was meant, are drawn into sundry as great 
inconveniences. These pretending the Scripture^s per- 
fection infer thereupon, that in Scripture all things lawful 
to be done must needs be contained. We count those 
things perfect which want nothing requisite for the end 
whereto they were instituted As therefore God created 
every part and particle of man exactly perfect, that is to 
say in all points sufficient unto that use for which he 
appointed it ; so the Scripture, yea every sentence thereof, 
is perfect, and wanteth nothing requisite unto that purpose 
for which God delivered the same. So that if hereupon 
we conclude, that because the Scripture is perfect, therefore 
all things lawful to be done are comprehended in the 
Scripture; we may even as 'well conclude so of every 
sentence, as of the whole sum and body thereof, unless we 
first of all prove that it was the drift, scope, and purpose 
of Almighty God in Holy Scripture to comprise all things 
which man may practise 

[6.] But admit this, and mark, I beseech you, what 
woffid follow. God in delivering Scripture to his Church 
should clean have abrogated amongst them the law of 
nature • which is an infallible knowledge imprinted in the 
minds of all the children of men, ^ whereby both general 
principles for directing of human actions are comprehended, 
and conclusions derived from them , upon which conclu- 
sions groweth in particularity the choice of good and evil 
in the daily affairs of this life. Admit this, and what shall 
the Scripture be but a snare and a torment to weak 
consciences, filling them with infinite perplexities, scrupu- 
losities, doubts insoluble, and extieme despairs Not 
that the Scripture itself doth cause any such thing, (for it 
tendeth to the clean contrary, and the fruit thereof is 
resolute assurance and certainty in that it teacheth,) but 
the necessities of this life urging men to do that which 
the light of nature, common discretion and judgment ^ of 
itself directeth them unto ; on the other side, this doctrine 
teaching them that so to do were to sin against their own 

^ Wheie this doctrine is accused of bunging men to despair, it hath 
wrong B'oi when doubting is the way to despair, against which this 
doctrine ofiereth the lemedy, it must need be that it brmgeth comfort 
and joy to the conscience of man ” T C. hb. ii. p. 6i. 
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souls, and that they put forth their hands to iniquity 
whatsoever they go about and have not first the sacred 
Scripture of God for direction; how can it choose but 
bring the simple a thousand times to their wits’ end how 
can It choose but vex and amaze them? For in every 
action of common life to find out some sentence clearly 
and infallibly setting before our eyes what we ought to do, 
(seem we in Scripture never so expert,) would trouble us 
more than we are aware. In weak and tender minds we 
little know what misery this strict opinion would breed, 
besides the stops it would make in the whole course of all 
men’s lives and actions. Make all things sin which we do 
by direction of nature’s light, and by the rule of common 
discretion, without thinking at all upon Scripture ; admit 
this position, and parents shall cause their children to sin, 
as oft as they cause them to do any thing, before they 
come to years of capacity and be ripe foi knowledge in the 
Scripture admit this, and it shall not be with masters as 
it was with him in the Gospel, but servants being com- 
manded to go ^ shall stand still, till they have their errand 
warranted unto them by Scripture. Which as it standeth 
with Christian duty in some cases, so in common affairs to 
require it were most unfit. 

[7.] Two opinions therefore there aie concerning suffi- 
ciency of Holy Scripture, each extremely opposite unto 
the other, and both repugnant unto truth. The schools of 
Rome teach Scripture to be so unsufficient, as if, except 
traditions were added, it did not contain all revealed and 
supernatural truth, which absolutely is necessary for the 
children of men in this life to know that they may in the 
next be saved. Others justly condemning this opinion 
grow likewise unto a dangerous extremity, as if Scripture 
did not only contain all things in that kind necessary, but 
all things simply, and in such sort that to do any thing 
according to any other law were not only unnecessary but 
even opposite unto salvation, unlawful and sinful. What- 
soever is spoken of God or things appertaining to God 
otherwise than as the truth is ; though it seem an honour, 
it is an injury. And as incredible praises given unto men 
do often abate and impair the credit of their deserved 
commendation , 'so we must likewise take great heed, lest 
in attributing unto Scripture more than it can have, the 
1 Luke vii. 8* 
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incredibility of that do cause even those things which 
indeed it hath most abundantly to be less reverently 
esteemed. I therefore leave it to themselves to consider, 
whether they have in this first point or not overshot them- 
selves ; which God doth know is quickly done, even when 
our meaning is most sincere, as I am verily persuaded 
theirs in this case was. 



THE THIRD BOOK 


CONCERNING THEIR SECOND ASSERTION, THAT IN SCRIP- 
TORE THERE MUST BE OF NECESSITY CONTAINED A FORM 
OF CHURCH POLITY, THE LAWS WHEREOF MAY IN NOWISE 
BE ALTERED 


THE MATTER CONTAINED IN THIS THIRD BOOK 

I. What the Church is, and m what respect Laws of Polity are thereunto 

necessarily required 

II. Whether it be necessary that some particular Form of Church Polity 

be set down m Scripture, sith the things that belong particularly 
to any such Form are not of necessity to Salvation. 

III. That matters of Church Polity are different from matters of Faith 

and Salvation, and that they themselves so teach which are our 
reprovers for so teaching. 

IV That hereby we take not from Scripture any thing which thereunto 
\\ith the soundness of truth may be given. 

V. Their meaning who first urged agamst the Polity of the Church of 

England, that nothing ought to be established m the Church more 
than IS commanded by the Word of God. 

VI. How great injury men by so thinking should offer unto all the 

Churches of God. 

VII A shift notwithstanding to maintain it, by intei preting commanded, 
as though it were meant that gi eater things only ought to be 
found set down in Sciipture particularly, and lesser framed by 
the geneial rules of Scripture. 

VIII. Another device to defend the same, by expounding commanded, 
as if it did signify g7'otmded on Scripture, and were opposed to 
things found out by light of natural reason only. 

IX How Laws for the Polity of the Church may be made by the advice 
of men, and how those Laws being not repugnant to the Word 
of God, are approved in his sight. 

X. That neither God’s being the Author of Laws, nor yet his commit- 

ting of them to Scripture, is any reason sufficient to prove that 
they admit no addition or change. 

XI. Whether Christ must needs intend Laws unchangeable altogether, 

or have forbidden any where to make any other Law than himself 
did deliver. 


I. Albeit the substance of those controversies whereinto 
we have begun to wade be rather of outward things appertain- 
ing to the Chut ch of Christ, than of any thing wherein the 
nature and being of the Church consisteth, yet because the 
subject or matter which this position concerneth is, A J^orm 
of Church Govermnent or Church Polity, it therefore behoveth 
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US SO far forth to consider the nature of the Church, as is 
requisite for men’s more clear and plain undei standing in 
what respect Laws of Polity or Government are necessary 
thereunto. 

[2.] That Church of Christ, which we properly term his 
body mystical, can be but one; neither can that one be 
sensibly discerned by any man, inasmuch as the parts thereof 
are some in heaven already with Christ, and the rest that are 
'On earth (albeit their natural persons be visible) we do not 
discern under this property, whereby they are truly and 111- 
jfallibly of that body. Only our minds by intellectual conceit 
are able to apprehend, that such a real body there is, a 
body collective, because it contameth an huge multitude ; a 
body mystical, because the mystery of their conjunction is 
removed altogether from sense. Whatsoever we read in 
Scripture concerning the endless love and the saving mercy 
which God sheweth towards his Church, the only proper 
subject thereof is this Chuich. Concerning this flock it is 
that our Lord and Saviour hath promised, “I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any pluck them out of my hands.'" ^ They who are of this 
society have such marks and notes of distinction fiom all 
others, as are not object unto our sense ; only unto God, 
who seeth their hearts and understandeth all their secret 
‘Cogitations, unto him they are cleai and manifest. All men 
knew Nathanael to be an Israelite. But our Saviour piercing 
deeper giveth further testimony of him than men could 
have done with such certainty as he did, ^ Behold indeed 
an Israelite in whom is no guile. If we profess, as Peter 
did,® that we love the Lord, and profess it in the hearing of 
men, charity is prone to believe all things, and therefore 
charitable men are likely to think we do so, as long as they 
see no proof to the contrary. But that our love is sound 
and sincere, that it cometh from “ a pure heart and a good 
conscience and a faith unfeigned,"" ^ who can pronounce, 
saving only the Searcher of all men"s hearts, who alone 
intuitively doth know in this kind who are His? 

[3.] And as those everlasting promises of love, mercy, and 
blessedness belong to the mystical Church ; even so on the 
other side when we read of any duty which the Church of 
God is bound unto, the Church whom this doth concern 

^ John X 2S. ^ John 1. 47. 

* John XXI 15. ^ Tim. 1. 5. 
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is a sensibly kno\vn company. And this visible Church in 
like sort is but one, continued from the first beginning of 
the world to the last end. Which company being divided 
into two moieties, the one before, the other since the coming 
of Christ ; that part, which since the coming of Christ partly 
hath embraced and partly shall hereafter embrace the 
Christian religion, we term as by a more proper name the 
Church of Christ. And therefore the Apostle affirmeth 
plainly of all men Christian,^ that be they Jews or Gentiles, 
bond or free, they are all incorporated into one company, 
they all make but one body‘s The unity of which visible 
body and Church of Christ consisteth in that uniformity 
w^hich all several persons thereunto belonging have, by 
reason of that one Lo^d whose servants they all profess 
themselves, that one Faith which they all acknowledge, that 
one Baptism wherewith they aie all initiated.^ 

[4.] The visible Church of Jesus Christ is therefore one, 
in outward profession of those things, which supernaturally 
appertain to the very essence of Christianity, and are 
necessarily required in every particular Christian man. 
‘‘Let all the house of Israel know for certainty,” saith 
Peter, “that God hath made him. both Lord and Christ, 
even this Jesus "whom you have crucified.”^ Christians 
therefore they are not, which call not him their Master and 
Lord.^ And from hence it came that first at Antioch, and 
afterwards throughout the whole world, all that are of the 
Church visible were called Christians even amongst the 
heathen. Which name unto them was precious and glorious, 
but in the estimation of the rest of the world even Christ 
Jesus himself was execrable/ for whose sake all men were 
so likewise which did acknowledge him to be their Lord. 
This himself did foresee, and therefore armed his Church, 

1 Coi xii 13 

^ “ That he might leconcile both unto God m one body ” Ephes li 
16 “That the Gentiles should be inheritors also, and of the .same 
body ” Ephes. m 6 Vide Th. p 3 q 7. art. 3 [should it not be 
“q 8 ait 3”?] 

^ [Ephes IV 5 ] Acts 11 36 ^ Johnxiii 13, Col 111. 24 .; iy i. 

® I Cor 1. 23 Vide et Taciturn, hb Annul, xv [c 44] “Neio 
quoesilissimis poems affecxt quos per flagitia mvisos vulgus Chiislianos 
appellabat. Auctoi nominis ejus Chiistus, qiii Tibcuo miperitante per 
procuratorcm Pontmni Pilatum supplicio aifectus erat. Rcprcssaquc m 
priesens exitiabihs superstitio iiirsus eiumpebat, non moclo per Judanm, 
origmem ejus inali, scd per uibem ctiam, (luo cuncta undiquc atrocia aut 
pudenda confluimt celebianturque.” 
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to the end they might sustain it without discomfort. All 
these things they will do unto you for my name's sake ; yea, 
the time shall come, that whosoever killeth you will think 
that he doth God good service.” ^ “These things I tell you, 
that when the hour shall come, ye may then call to mind 
how I told you beforehand of them ” ^ 

[ 5 .] But our naming of Jesus Christ the Lord is not 
enough to prove us Christians, unless we also embrace that 
faith, which Christ hath published unto the world. To 
shew that the angel of Pergamus continued in Christianity, 
behold how the Spirit of Christ speaketh, “Thou keepest 
my name, and thou hast not denied my faith.” ^ Concern- 
ing which faith “ the rule thereof,” saith Tertullian, “is one 
alone, immovable, and no way possible to be better framed 
anew.”^ What rule that is he sheweth by rehearsing those 
few articles of Christian belief. And before Tertullian, 
Ireney ; “The Church though scattered through the whole 
world unto the utmost borders of the earth, hath from the 
Apostles and their disciples received belief.”^ The parts 
of which belief he also reciteth, in substance the very same 
with Tertullian, and thereupon mferreth, “This faith the 
Church being spread far and wide preserveth as if one 
house did contain them : these things it equally embraceth, 
as though it had even one soul, one heart, and no more : 
it publisheth teacheth and delivereth these things with 
uniform consent, as if God had given it but one only tongue 
wherewith to speak. He which amongst the guides of the 
Church is best able to speak uttereth no moie than this, 
and less than this the most simple doth not utter,” when 
they make profession of their faith 

[ 6 .] Now although we know the Christian faith and allow 
of It, yet in this respect we are but entering ; entered we 

1 John XV 21 ^ John xvi. 2. 4 Apoc 11 13. 

Tertull de Vngin Veland [c i “ Regula quidem ficlei una om- 
nino esl, sola immobihs el irreformabihs ”] 

® lien advers Hseies lib 1 cap 2 et 3. ['H y.€v iKicArjcria, Kaiirep 

KaO' B\7 )s rrjs oiicoofiipris irepdrcoy r^s yrjs di€(nrapfj.4vr}, Trapa 5e tS)V 
^ KTV0(rr6x.<aP koX rtav iKeivcap fj-adrirSiv 7rapaKa^ov<Xa, . TtltTriv . . • 

And c. lil TavTipv r^v irlcFn-Lv^ u)S Trpoe<})afjLey, ^ iKKXrjctiaf Kalirep iy 
$kcf} rep K6o'f.Lep SzecTTra/a/xeyT), eTrxjtteAws <^vAcCa‘cr 6 i, 6)s eya oIkov oiKOvcfa /cal 
6jLioL(os TTictrevei ro{iroLS, &s filav Kal r^y avr^v KapUay 

ical rvfKj^e&yoos rtxvra KTjpvcrcrci Ka\ diddcKet /cal TrapaSld^criy, ws ^€y cfr6}xcL 
K€KTr}p.4y7] . /cal o^re 6 Trdyv dvyarhs kv K6yep reap ip rais iKKXrj&lais 
irpoecrd^Tcov eVepa roitreav ipsi . . oijre 6 herOcy^s ^y rep \6ycp ^AaTTciJcrei 
TrapddoenV’J 
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are not into the visible Church before our admittance by 
the door of Baptism. Wherefore immediately upon the 
acknowledgment of Christian faith, the Eunuch (we see) 
was baptized by Philip,^ Paul by Ananias,- by Peter an 
huge multitude containing three thousand souls, ^ which 
being once baptized were reckoned in the number of souls 
added to the visible Church. 

[7.] As for those virtues that belong unto moral righteous- 
ness and honesty of life, we do not mention them, because 
they are not proper unto Christian men, as they are Christian, 
but do concern them as they are men. True it is, the want 
of these virtues excludeth from salvation.^ So doth much 
more the absence of inward belief of heart ; so doth despair 
and lack of hope ; so emptiness of Christian love and 
charity. But we speak now of the visible Church, whose 
children are signed with this mark, One Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptism.’^ In whomsoever these things are, the Church 
doth acknowledge them for her children; them only she 
holdeth for aliens and strangers, in whom these things are 
not found. For want of these it is that Saracens, Jews, 

^ Acts vm 38 - Acts xxu. 16. ^ Acts 11. 41. 

^ [Chr Letter, p 8. ‘‘Whether you mean . . . that morall virtues 
are any where rightlie taught but in holy Scripture : or that ‘whe 7 'esoever 
they be taught^ they be of suck yiecessztie, that the wafite of them exclude 
from salvation, and what Scmptw'e appi'oveth such a sayzng^*’ 

Hooker, MS note “A doctrine which would well have pleased 
Caligula, Nero, and such other monsters to heare. Had thapostles 
taught this it might have advanced them happily to honour. The con- 
trary doctrine hath cost many saints and martyis their lives.” 

Ibid, p 13 “ The very cause why good workes cannot justify is for 

that evell workes do exclude from salvation . And the most iighteous 
in some things offend. Vid Philon. p. 205.” {d yap 6 Behs 

SiKctcrai Bv7}r^ X^pb eAeou, KoradiKa^ovcrav ^7}<pov oXo'ei, /j/r^deyhs 

avdpcaTTCov rhy airh yeyecrecas 'reAeuriis- ^lov &'Trraicrrov iavrov 

Spajubyros, a\Xh rov juey cKovcrlois, rod Be aKovcrlots xp’l'ra/^eVou to7s iv 

TTOcrlv oXurdhp-ccoriy ) 

And again, ibid. “ The workes of heathen men not acceptable pivp- 
ter pf avum agendt prmcipium. Vide Bucher.” (“ Licet dicere, Philo- 
sophicie alios nomen usurpasse, nos vitam. Etenim, qualia ab his daii 
possunt prcucepta vivendi ? Causam nesciunt : ignoi antes emm Deum, et 
statim ab exordio justitia; declmantes, consequenti m caitera feruntiu 
errore Sic fit postea, ut studiorum talium finis sit vanitas Siqui apiul 
illos honestiora definiunt, huic jactantice deserviunt, huic laboiant ita 
apud eos non est vacua vitiis abstmentia vitiorum ” Epist ad Valerian, 
in Bibl. Patr. Colon. 1618. 1. iv p 777 ) 

And again, ibid. “Morall workes done in faith, hope and chaiitie 
are accepted and rewarded with God, the want thereof punished with 
eternal death. Noe fornicator, adulterer, iko. ”] 
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and Infidels are excluded out of the bounds of the Church. 
Others we may not deny to be of the visible Church, as 
long as these things are not wanting m them. For apparent 
it is, that all men are of necessity either Christians or not 
Christians. If by external profession they be Christians, 
then are they of the visible Church of Christ , and Christians 
by external profession they are all, whose mark of recogniz- 
ance hath in it those things which we have mentioned, 
yea, although they be impious idolaters, wicked heretics, 
persons excommunicable, yea, and cast out for notorious 
improbity. Such withal we deny not to be the imps and 
limbs of Satan, even as long as they continue such. 

[8.] Is It then possible, that the selfsame men should 
belong both to the synagogue of Satan and to the Church 
of Jesus Christ? Unto that Church which is his mystical 
body, not possible , because that body consisteth of none 
but only true Israelites, true sons of Abraham, true servants 
and saints of God Howbeit of the visible body and Church 
of Jesus Christ those may be and oftentimes are, in respect 
of the main parts of their outward profession, who m regard 
of their inward disposition of mind, yea, of external convers- 
ation, yea, even of some parts of their very profession, are 
most worthily both hateful in the sight of God himself, and 
in the eyes of the sounder part of the visible Church most 
execrable. Our Saviour therefore compareth the kingdom 
of heaven to a net, whereunto all which cometh neither is 
nor seemeth fish ^ his Church he compareth unto a field, 
where tares manifestly known and seen by all men do grow 
intermingled with good corn,^ and even so shall continue 
till the final consummation of the world. God hath had 
ever and ever shall have some Church visible upon earth 
When the people of God worshipped the calf in the wilder- 
ness ; ^ when they adored the brazen serpent ; ^ when they 
served the gods of nations , when they bowed their knees 
to Baal/ when they burnt incense and offered sacrifice 
unto idols : ^ true it is, the wrath of God was most fiercely 
inflamed against them, their prophets justly condemned 
them, as an adulterous seed and a wicked generation of 
miscreants, which had forsaken the living God,® and of him 
were likewise forsaken,^ m respect of that singular mercy 

^ Matt xiii 47. ^ Matt, xiii 24. ^ Exod xxxu , Ps. cvi. 19, 20. 

4 2 Kings xvm 4. ^ Jer. xj. 13, ® z xxii 17 I.sa. Ivii. 3. 

^ Isa. 1. 4, » Isa. k, 15. 
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wherewith he kindly and lovingly embraced his favourite 
children. Howbeit retaining the law of God and the holy 
seal of his covenant, the sheep of his visible flock they 
continued even in the depth of their disobedience and 
rebellion.^ Wherefore not only amongst them God always 
had his Church, because he had thousands which never 
bowed their knees to Baal;^ but whose knees were bowed 
unto Baal, even they were also of the visible Church of 
God. Nor did the Prophet so complain, as if that Church had 
been quite and clean extinguished , but he took it as though 
there had not been remaining in the world any besides him- 
self, that carried a true and an upright heart towards God 
with care to serve him according unto his holy will. 

[9.] For lack of diligent observing the difference, first 
between the Church of God mystical and visible, then 
between the visible sound and corrupted, sometimes more, 
sometimes less, the oversights are neither few nor light that 
have been committed. This deceiveth them, and nothing 
else, who think that in the time of the first world the family 
of Noah did contain all that were of the visible Church of 
God. From hence it grew, and fiom no other cause in the 
world, that the African bishops m the council of Carthage, ^ 
knowing how the administration of baptism belongeth only 
to the Church of Christ, and supposing that heretics which 
were apparently severed from the sound believing Church 
could not possibly be of the Church of Jesus Christ, thought 
it utterly against reason, that baptism administered by men 
of corrupt belief should be accounted as a sacrament. And 
therefore in maintenance of rebaptization their arguments 
are built upon the fore-alleged giound,^ ‘‘That heretics are 
not at all any part of the Church of Christ. Our Saviour 
founded his Church on a rock, and not upon heresy.^ 
Power of baptizing he gave to his Apostles, unto heretics he 
gave it not.^ Wherefore they that are without the Church, 
and oppose themselves against Christ, do but scatter his 
sheep and flock, without the Church baptize they cannot.” 
Again, “Are heretics Christians or are they not? If they 

^ Jer xiii II ^ I Kings XIX. 18 ^ [a.D- 256 ] 

4 Fortunat. in Condi. Cai. [‘^esus Chustus,Dominus et Dens noster, 
Dei Patns et Great 01 is Films, super pctrani mdificavit Ecclesiam suam, 
non super hceiesin ; et potcstatem baptizandi Episcopis dedil, non lioere- 
ticis. Quare qui extra Ecclesiam sunt, et contra Christum stantes oves 
ejus et giegem spaigimt, baptizare foils non possunt.” t. j 233 cd. Fell ] 

6 Matt, vu 24 ; xvl i$. ^ Malt, xwin 19. 

VOL, I, b 
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be Christians, wherefore remain they not in God’s Church ? 
If they be no Christians, how make they Christians ? Or 
to what purpose shall those 'words of the Lord serve : 

‘ He which is not with me is against me ; ’ and, ‘ He 
which gathereth not with me scattereth ? ’ ^ Wdierefore 
evident it is, that upon misbegotten children and the brood 
of Antichrist without rebaptization the Holy Ghost cannot 
descend.” ^ But none in this case so earnest as Cyprian . ^ 
“ I know no baptism but one, and that in the Church only ; 
none without the Church, where he that doth cast out the 
Devil hath the Devil ; he doth examine about belief whose 
lips and words do breathe forth a canker , the faithless doth 
offer the articles of faith; a wicked creature forgiveth 
wickedness ; in the name of Christ Antichrist signeth ; 
he which is cuised of God blesseth , a dead carrion pro- 
miseth life ; a man unpeaceable giveth peace ; a blasphemer 
calleth upon the name of God , a profane person doth 
exercise priesthood ; a sacrilegious wretch doth prepare 
the altar; and in the neck of all these that evil also 
cometh, the Eucharist a very bishop of the Devil doth pre- 
sume to consecrate ” All this vras true, but not sufficient 
to prove that heretics were in no soit any part of the visible 
Church of Christ, and consequently their baptism no 
baptism. This opinion was therefore afterwards both con- 
demned by a better advised council,^ and also revoked by 
the chiefest of the authors thereof themselves. 

^ Matt. xii. 30. 

2 Secundinus in eodem Concil [ibid. p. 234. “ H^ietici Christiani 

sunt, an non? Si Chiistiani sunt, cui in Ecclesia Dei non sunt? Si 
Christiani non sunt, quoinodo Christianos faciunt^ aut quo peitmebit 
sermo Domini dicentis, Qm non est mecum adversus me est, et qui non 
mecum colligit spargit? Unde constat, super fihos alienos et soboles 
Antichristi Spintum Sanctum per manus impositionem tantummodo non 
posse descendere ”J 

[Not Cyprian, but another CdcciIius, Bishop of Bilta m Mauntania, 
ibid. 230 “Ego imum baptisma m Ecclesia sola scio, et extra Eccle- 
siam nullum. Hic erit unum, ubi spes veia est et hdes certa. Sic enim 
scriptum est. ‘Una tides, una spes, unum baptisma,’ non apud hecre- 
ticos, ubi spes nulla est, et lides falsa, ubi omnia per mendacium aguntur, 
ubi exorcizat daemoniacus ; saciamentum interrogat cujus os et verba 
cancer emittunt ; fidem dat mfidelis ; vemam dehetorum tribuit sceler- 
atus ; in nomine Christi lingit Antichristus ; benedicit a Deo maledictus ; 
vitam pollicctui mortuus , pacem dat impacihcus , Deum invocat blas- 
phemus ; saceidotium adnimistrat piophanus ; ponit altare sacnlegus 
Ad hsec omma accedit et illud malum, ut antistites Diaboli audeant 
Eucharistiam facere ”] 

In Concilio Niceno. Vide Hieion. Dial, adv Lucifer, [li. 146. 
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[10.] \Vhat is but only the selfsame error and misconceit, 
wherewith others being at this day likewise possessed, they 
ask us where our Church did lurk, in what cave of the earth 
it slept for so many hundreds of years together before the birth 
of Martm Luther ? As if we were of opinion that Luther did 
erect a new Church of Christ No, the Church of Christ 
which was from the beginning is and continueth unto the 
end : of which Church all parts have not been always 
equally sincere and sound. In the days of Abia it plainly 
appeareth that Judah was by many degrees more free from 
pollution than Israel, as that solemn oration sheweth where- 
in he pleadeth for the one against the other in this wise : ^ 
“ O Jeroboam and all Israel hear you me . have ye not 
driven away the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron and 
the Levites, and have made you priests like the people of 
nations? Whosoever cometh to consecrate with a young 
bullock and seven rams, the same may be a priest of them 
that are no gods. But we belong unto the Lord our God 
and have not forsaken him , and the priests the sons of 
Aaron minister unto the Lord every morning and every 
evening burnt-offerings and sweet incense, and the bread is 
set in order upon the pure table, and the candlestick of 
gold with the lamps thereof to burn every evening ; for we 
keep the watch of the Lord our God, but ye have forsaken 

The genuine canons of the council of Nice contain no express general 
enactment on this point : only the 8th canon exempts the Novatians 
from rebaptization, the 19th imposes it on the followers of Paul of Samo- 
sata. The principle however, for which Hooker contends, is plainly 
implied in these two enactments. See Routh, Scriptorum Ecclesiastic- 
01 um Opuscula, p. 359, 366. The 7th canon of Constantinople is more 
cxpiess* but its genuineness is doubted: however it may safely be 
appealed to for the practice of the orthodox church m that age, ibid. 
379, 450. The passage from St Jerome is as follows- ‘‘Conatus est 
beatus Cypnanus contiitos lacus fugere, nec bibere de aqua aliena ; et 
idciico htereticorum baptisma reprobans, ad Stephanum tunc Romance 
urbis Episcopum, qui a beato Petro vigesimus sextus fait, super hac re 
Afiicanam synodum direxit • sed conatus ejus frustra fmt Benique illi 
ipsi episcopi, qui rebaptizandos h^reticos cum eo statuerant, ad antiquam 
consuetudmem revoluti, novum emisere decretum.” (But see the vinth 
canon of the council of Arles, (ad 314.) as quoted by Dr. Routh, 
Rehquice Sacrte, III. 137. and his note there, which seems to piove 
that St. Jerome did not mean a formal repeal of St. Cypiian’s lule, but 
a discontinuance of it in practice, sanctioned as we know by St Augustin, 
who was Jerome’s contemporary ) And p. 147, A. “ Synodus qiioque 
Nicjena . . . omnes hmreticos suscepit, exceptis Pauli Samosateni 
discipulis. ”1 

‘ 2 Chron xui 4, 9, 10, it. 
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him.”^ In St Paul’s time the integrity of Rome was 
famous ; Connth many ways reproved , they of Galatia 
much more out of square.^ In St. John’s time Ephesus 
and Smyrna in far better state than Thyatira and Pergamus 
were.^ We hope therefore that to reform ourselves if at 
any time we have done amiss, is not to sever ourselves from 
the Church we were of before. In the Church we were, 
and ive are so still. Other difference between our estate be- 
fore and now we know none but only such as we see in J udah ; 
which having sometime been idolatrous became afterwards 
more soundly religious by renouncing idolatry and super- 
stition. If Ephraim “ be joined unto idols,” the counsel of 
the Prophet is, Let him alone.” ‘'If Israel jday the 
harlot, let not Judah sin.”*^ “If it seem evil unto^ you,” 
saith Joshua,'^ “ to serve the Lord, choose you this day 
whom you will serve ; whether the gods whom your fathers 
served beyond the flood, or the gods of the Amontes in 
whose land ye dwell : but I and mine house will serve the 
Lord.” The indisposition therefore of the Church of Rome 
to reform herself must be no stay unto us from performing 
our duty to God , even as desire of retaining conformity 
with them could be no excuse if we did not perform that 
duty. 

Notwithstanding so far as lawfully we may, we have held 
and do hold fellowship with them. For even as the Apostle 
doth say of Israel that they are m one respect enemies but 
in another beloved of God ; ^ in like sort with Rome we 
dare not communicate concerning sundry her gross and 
grievous abominations, yet touching those main parts of 
Christian truth wherein they constantly still persist, wc 

^ [See the conclusion of Hooker’s fiist Sermon on part of St Jude ] 

2 [Rom i. 8 ; I Cor. i in.-vi ; Gal. 1. 6 ] 

^ Apoc. 11 Vide S Hieron. [ubi sup. 146. Aposlolis adhuc in seculo 
supeislitibus, adhuc apud Judoeam Chiisti sanguine recenti, phantasma 
Domini corpus asserebatur . Galatas ad obseivationem legis tiaductos 
Apostolus ileium paitinit: Counthios lesuneclionem carms non cre- 
dentes pltuihus aigumentis ad verum itei Irahere conatui . . Plurimi 

(hocielicoram) vivente adhuc Joanne Aposlolo eruperunt. . Angelo 
Ephesi deserta chantas miputatui in angclo Pcigamcnm Ecclesite, 
idololhytoriim esus, et Nicolaitarum doctrma repiehcndilur : item apud 
angelum Thiatyiorum, Hiezabel Piophctissa, cl simulacrorum esem, 
et "fomicationes inciepantur. Et tamen omnes hos ad pcxsnitcnliam 
Donimus hoitatm . . non aulem cogcret poemtere, si non cs&ct 

posniienlibus veniam concessurus.”] 

^ Uofo. iv. 17, 15. ^ Tosh. XXIV ^ Rom, xi. 28, 
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gladly acknowledge them to be of the family of Jesus 
Christ ; and our hearty prayer unto God Almighty is, that 
being conjoined so far forth with them, they may at the 
length (if it be his will) so yield to frame and reform them- 
selves, that no distiaction remain in any thing, but that 
we all may with one heart and one mouth glorify God 
the Father of our Lord and Saviour,’^ ^ whose Church we 
are. 

As there are which make the Church of Rome utterly no 
Church at all, by reason of so many, so grievous errors in 
their doctrines ; so we have them amongst us, who under 
pretence of imagined corruptions in our discipline do give 
even as hard a judgment of the Church of England itself.*^ 

[ii.] But whatsoever either the one sort or the other 
teach, we must acknowledge even heretics themselves to be, 
though a maimed part, yet a part of the visible Church. ^ If 
an infidel should pursue to death an heretic professing 
Christianity, only for Christian profession’s sake, could we 
deny unto him the honour of martyrdom ? Yet this honour 
all men know to be proper unto the Church. Heretics 
therefore are not utterly cut off from the visible Church of 
Christ. 

If the Fathers do any where, as oftentimes they do, make 
the true visible Church of Christ and heretical companies 
opposite , they are to be construed as separating heretics, 
not altogether from the company of believers, but from the 
fellowship of sound believers. For where professed un- 
belief is, there can be no visible Church of Christ ; there 
may be, where sound belief wanteth. Infidels being clean 
without the Church deriy directly and utterly reject the very 
principles of Christianity ; which heretics embrace, and err 
only by misconstruction : whereupon their opinions, although 
repugnant indeed to the principles of Christian faith, are 
notwithstanding by them held otherwise, and maintained as 
most consonant thereunto. Wherefore^ being Christians in 
regard of the general truth of Christ which they openly pro- 
fess, yet they are by the Fathers every where spoken of as 
men clean excluded out of the right believing Church, by 
reason of their particular errors, for which all that are of a 
sound belief must needs condemn them. 

[12,] In this consideiation, the answer of Calvin unto 

•-2 [Scu Prof. c. vm. i.] 


1 Rom. XV. 6. 
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Farel concerning the children of Popish parents doth seem 
crazed.^ Whereas, saith he, “ you ask our judgment about 
a matter, whereof there is doubt amongst you, whether 
ministers of our order professing the pure doctrine of the 
Gospel may lawfully admit unto baptism an infant whose 
father is a stranger unto our Churches, and whose mother 
hath fallen from us unto the Papacy, so that both the 
parents are popish : thus we have thought good to answer ; 
namely, that it is an absurd thing for us to baptize them 
which cannot be reckoned members of our body. And sith 
Papists’ children are such, we see not how it should be 
lawful to minister baptism unto them.” Sounder a great 
deal is the answer of the ecclesiastical college of Geneva 
unto Knox, who having signified unto them, that himself 
did not think it lawful to baptize bastards or the children of 
idolaters (he meaneth Papists) or of persons excommuni- 
cate, till either the parents had by repentance submitted 
themselves unto the Church, or else their children being 
grown unto the years of undeistanding should come and sue 
for their own baptism : ‘‘ For thus thinking,” saith he, I 
am thought to be over-severe, and that not only by them 
which are popish, but even in their judgments also who 
think themselves maintainers of the truth.” - Master Knox’s 
oversight herein they controlled. Their sentence was, 

Wheresoever the profession of Christianity hath not 
utterly perished and been extinct, infants are beguiled of 
their right, if the common seal be denied them.” ^ Which con- 
clusion in Itself IS sound, although it seemeth the ground is 
but weak whereupon they built it. For the reason which 

^ Calvin. Epist. 149 [p 173. ed. Genev 1617. Rogas, liceatne 
ordmis nostn mimstns, qui puiam evangelu doctimam profitenlur, ad 
baptismum admittere infantem, cujiis palei ab ecclesiis nostris alienut. 
est, mater vero ad Papatum defecit, ita ut paientes ambo s.nt Papistse : 
ita respondendum censmmus; absurduni esse ut eos baptizcnius, qui 
corporis nostn membra censeri nequeunt Quum m hoc ordine sint 
Papistarum hbeii, qiiomodo baptismum illis admimstiaie liceat, non 
videmus.”] 

^ Epist 2S3 [Ibid. p. 441. “An ad baptismum admitti debeant 
spurn, idololatiarum et excommunicatorum filii, priusquam vel parentes 
per resipiscentiam sese subdidermt Ecclesioe, vel li qui ex hujusmodi 
prognati sunt, baptismum petere possint. Quia nego, plus mquo severus 
judicor, non a sobs Papisticis, verum etiam ab lis qui sibi veritatis patroni 
videntur.”] 

® Epist 285. [Ibid. p. 442 “ Ubicunque non prorsus mtercidit, vel 
extincta fuit Chustiamsmi professio, fiaudantur jure sue infantes, si a 
communi symbolo aicentui.”] 
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they yield of their sentence, is this ; “ The promise which 
God doth make to the faithful concerning their seed 
reacheth unto a thousand generations ; it resteth not only 
in the first degree of descent. Infants therefore whose 
great-grandfathers have been holy and godly, do in that 
respect belong to the body of the Church, although the 
fathers and grandfathers of whom they descend have been 
apostates : because the tenure of the grace of God which 
did adopt them three hundred years ago and more m their 
ancient predecessors, cannot with justice be defeated and 
broken off by their parents’ impiety coming between.”^ 
By which reason of theirs although it seem that all the 
world may be baptized, inasmuch as no man living is a 
thousand descents removed from Adam himself, yet we 
mean not at this time either to uphold or to overthrow it : 
only their alleged conclusion we embrace, so it be construed 
in this sort ; “ That forasmuch as men remain in the 
visible Church, till they utterly renounce the profession of 
Christianity, we may not deny unto infants their right by 
withholding from them the public sign of holy baptism, 
if they be born where the outward acknowledgment of 
Christianity is not clean gone and extinguished.” For 
being in such sort born, their parents are within the Church, 
and therefore their birth doth give them interest and right 
in baptism. 

[13 ] Albeit not every error and fault, yet heresies and 
crimes which are not actually repented of and forsaken, 
exclude quite and clean from that salvation which belongeth 
unto the mystical body of Christ ; yea, they also make a 
separation from the visible sound Church of Christ, 
altogether from the visible Church neither the one nor the 
other doth sever. As for the act of excommunication, it 
neither shutteth out from the mystical, nor clean from the 
visible, but only from fellowship with the visible m holy 
duties. With what congruity then doth the Church of 

^ [Calv. ubi supra. Imprimis expendere convemt, quos Deus sua 
voce ad baptismum invitet. Promissio autem non sobolem lantum cuj usque 
fidelium m piimo gradu comprehendit, sed in mille generationes extend- 
itur. . . . Nobis ergo minime dubmm est, qum soboles ex pus el sanctis 
alavis piogenita, quamvis aposlatoe fueimt avi et parentes, ad Ecclesue 
tamen corpus pertmeant. . . . Quia imquum est, cum Deus ante annos 
tiecentos vel plures adoptione sua eos dignatus fuerit, ut qum demde 
secuta est parentum impietas cmleslis gratiiv cursum abiumpat.” The 
foimer letter was dated 1553, this 1559 ] 
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Rome deny, that her enemies, whom she holdeth always for 
heretics, do at all appertain to the Church of Christ , when 
her own do freely grant, that albeit the Pope (as they say) 
cannot teach heresy nor propound error, he may notwith- 
standing himself worship idols, think amiss concerning 
matters of faith, ^ yea, give himself unto acts diabolical, even 
being Pope ? How exclude they us from being any part 
of the Church of Christ under the colour and pretence of 
heresy, when they cannot but grant it possible even for him 
to be as touching his own personal persuasion heretical,- 
who in their opinion not only is of the Church, but holdeth 
the chief place of authority over the same ? But of these 
things we are not now to dispute. That which already we 
have set down, is for our present purpose sufficient. 

[14 ] By the Church therefore in this question we under- 
stand no other than only the visible Church. For preserva- 
tion of Christianity there is not any thing more needful, than 
that such as are of the visible Church have mutual fellowship 
and society one with another. In which consideration, as 
the mam body of the sea being one, yet within divers 
precincts hath divers names ; so the Catholic Church is in 
like sort divided into a number of distinct Societies, every 
of which is termed a Church within itself. In this sense the 
Church is always a visible society of men ; not an assembly, 
but a Society. For although the name of the Church be 
given unto Christian assemblies, although any multitude of 
Christian men congregated may be termed by the name of 
a Church, yet assemblies properly are rather things that 
belong to a Church. Men are assembled for performance 
of public actions ; which actions being ended, the assembly 
dissolveth itself and is no longer in being, whereas the 
Church which was assembled doth no less continue after- 
wards than before. ‘‘ Where but three are, and they of the 

^ [Harding ap. Jewel. Def. of Apol. 632. ed 1611 ‘‘The Pope may 
err by personal error, in Ins own piivate judgment, as a man ; and as a 
particular Doctor in his own opinion : yet as he is Pope ... in public 
judgment, in deliberation, and definitive sentence, he never erreth nor 
ever erred ”J 

^ [Alphonsus de Castro de Hmr. i 4, ap Jewel 633 “Non dubit- 
amus an haeieticum esse, et Papam esse, coire in unum possint. . . 
Non enim ciedo aliquem esse adeo impudentem Papm assentatorem, ut 
ei tribuere hoc velit, ut nec errare, nec in interpretatione sacrarum lite- 
rarum hallucinan possit This passage was omitted m the later editions 
of the work. See Laud’s Conf. with Fisher, p 263, 264. ed. 1639.J 
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laity also (saith Tertullian), yet there is a Church : ^ that is 
to say, a Christian assembly. But a Church, as now we are 
to understand it, is a Society ; that is, a number of men 
belonging unto some Christian fellowship, the place and 
limits whereof are certain. That wherein they have com- 
munion is the public exercise of such duties as those men- 
tioned in the Apostles' Acts, “ instruction, breaking of bread 
and prayer."- As therefore they that are of the mystical 
body of Christ have those inward graces and virtues, whereby 
they differ from all others, which are not of the same 
body ; again, whosoever appertain to the visible body of the 
Church, they have also the notes of external profession, 
whereby the world knoweth what they are : after the same 
manner even the several societies of Christian men, unto 
every of which the name of a Church is given with addition 
betokening severalty, as the Church of Rome, Corinth, 
Ephesus, England, and so the rest, must be endued with 
correspondent general properties belonging unto them as 
they are public Christian societies. And of such properties 
common unto all societies Christian, it may not be denied 
that one of the very chiefest is Ecclesiastical Polity. 

Which word I therefore the rather use, because the name 
of Government, as commonly men understand it in ordinary 
speech, doth not comprise the largeness of that whereunto 
in this question it is applied. For when we speak of 
Government, what doth the greatest part conceive thereby, 
but only the exercise of superiority peculiar unto Rulers and 
Guides of others? To our purpose therefore the name of 
Church-Polity will better serve, because it containeth both 
government and also whatsoever besides belongeth to the 
ordering of the Church in public. Neither is any thing in 
this degree moie necessary than Church-Polity, which is a 
form of ordering the public spiritual affairs of the Church of 
God. 

II. But we must note, that he which afifirmeth speech to 
be necessary among all men throughout the world, doth not 
thereby import that all men must necessarily speak one kind 
of language Even so the necessity of polity and regiment 
in all Churches may be held without holding any one 
certain form to be necessary in them all. Nor is it 

^ Tertull. Exhort, ad Caslit [c. 7 ] ** Ubi tres, Ecclcsia cst, licot 

Laici.” 

Acts IL 42. 
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possible that any form of polity, much less of polity 
ecclesiastical, should be good, unless God himself be author 
of ltd ‘‘ Those things that are not of God (saith Tertullian), 
‘They can have no other than God’s adversary for their 
author.’’ Be it whatsoever in the Church of God, if it be 
not of God, we hate it. Of God it must be ; either as those 
things sometime were, which God supernaturally revealed, 
and so delivered them unto Moses for government of the 
commonwealth of Israel , or else as those things which men 
find out by help of that light which God hath given them 
unto that end.^ The very Law of Nature itself, which no 
man can deny but God hath instituted, is not of God, unless 
that be of God whereof God is the author as well this latter 
way as the former. But forasmuch as no form of Church- 
Polity is thought by them to be lawful, or to be of God, 
unless God be so the author of it that it be also set down in 
Scripture , they should tell us plainly, whether their meaning 
be that it must be there set down in whole or in part. For 
if wholly, let them shew what one form of Polity ever was so. 
Their own to be so taken out of Scripture they will not 
affirm ; neither deny they that in part even this which they 
so much oppugn is also from thence taken Again they 
should tell us, whether only that be taken out of Scripture, 
which is actually and particularly there set down ; or else 
that also which the general principles and rules of Scripture 
potentially contain. The one way they cannot as much as 
pretend, that all the parts of their own discipline are in 
Scripture and the other way their mouths are stopped, 
when they would plead against all other forms besides their 
own; seeing the general principles are such as do not 
particularly prescribe any one, but sundry may equally be 
consonant unto the general axioms of the Scripture. 

[2.] But to give them some largei scope and not to close 
them up in these straits . let their allegations be considered, 
wherewith they earnestly bend themselves against all which 
deny it necessary that any one complete form of chmch 
polity should be m Scripture. First therefore whereas it hath 
been told them ^ that matteis of faith, and in general matters 

^ Tertull. de habitu muL [c 8.] smt neccsse est, quae Dei 

non sunt.” 

^ Rom. 11 15. Ille legis hujus inventor, disccptator, latoi ” Cic. 
in, de Kepub [ap Lad vi 8 and Opp. vn 906. Ed Einesli ] 

^ [In Whxtgift’s Answer to the Adnion. 20, 21. See Def. 76, &c ] 
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necessary unto Salvation, are of a different nature from 
ceremonies, order, and the kind of church government ; and 
that the one is necessary to be expressly contained in the 
word of God, or else manifestly collected out of the same, 
the other not so ; that it is necessary not to receive the one, 
unless there be something in Scripture for them ; the other 
free, if nothing against them may thence be alleged : although 
there do not appear any just or reasonable cause to reject 
or dislike of this, nevertheless as it is not easy to speak to 
the contentation of minds exulcerated in themselves, but 
that somewhat there will be always which displeaseth ; so 
herein for two things we are reproved. ^ The first is mis- 
distmgmshing^ because matters of discipline and church 
government are (as they say) matters necessary to salvation 
and of faith, whereas we put a difference between the one 
and the other. Our second fault is, mpirious dealing with 
the Scripture of God, as if it contained only “ the principal 
points of religion, some rude and unfashioned matter of 
building the Church, but had left out that which belongeth 

^ Two things misliked; the one, that we distinguish matters of disci- 
pline or church government from matters of faith and necessary unto 
salvation the other, that we are injurious to the Scripture of God in 
abridging the large and rich contents thereof. Their words are these : 
"‘You which distinguish between these, and say, that matters of faith 
and necessary unto salvation may not be tolerated in the Chinch, unless 
they be expressly contained in the word of God, or manifestly gathered ; 
but that ceremonies, order, discipline, government in the Chuich, may 
not be leceived against the word of God, and consequently may be 
received if there be no word against them, although theie be none for 
them : you (I say) distinguishing or dividing after this soit do prove 
youiself an cmI divider. As though matters of discipline and a kind of 
government were not matters necessary to salvation and of faith.” [This 
sentence (“as though ... of faith”) is transposed by Hooker to this 
place, from where it occurs in T. C. a few lines above.] “It is no 
small injuiy which you do unto the word of God to pm it in so narrow^ 
room, as that it should be able to direct us but m the principal points of 
our religion ; or as though the substance of religion, or some rude and 
unfashioned matter of building of the Church were uttered in them ; and 
those things were left out that should peitain to the foim and fashion of 
it ; or as if there were m the Scriptures only to cover the Church’s 
nakedness, and not also chains and bracelets and lings and other jewels 
to adorn her and set her out ; or that, to conclude there were sufficient 
to quench her thirst and kill her hunger, but not to minister unto her a 
more liberal and (as it were) a more delicious and dainty diet. These 
things you seem to say, when you say, that matleis necessary to Salvation 
and of Faith are contained m Sciipture ; especially when you oppose these 
things to Ceremonies, Order, Discipline, and Government.” T. C. lib. 1. 
p. 26 rt4.] 
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unto the form and fashion of it ; as if there were in the 
Scripture no more than only to cover the Church s naked- 
ness, and not chains, bracelets, rings, jewels, to adorn her; 
sufficient to quench her thirst, to kill her hunger, but not to 
minister a more liberal, and (as it were) a more delicious 
and dainty diet.'’ In which case ^ our apology shall not 
need to be very long. 

III. The mixture of those things by speech which by 
nature are divided, is the mother of all error. To take 
away therefore that error which confusion breedeth, dis- 
tinction is requisite. Rightly to distinguish is by conceit of 
mind to sever things different in nature, and to discern 
wherein they differ. So that if we imagine a difference 
where there is none, because we distinguish where we should 
not, it may not be denied that we misdistinguish. The only 
trial whether we do so, yea or no, dependeth upon com- 
parison between our conceit and the nature of things 
conceived. 

[2.] Touching matteis belonging unto the Church of 
Christ this we conceive, that they are not of one suit. Some 
things are merely of faith, which things it doth suffice that 
we know and believe ; some things not only to be known but 
done, because they concern the action of men. Articles 
about the Trinity are matters of mere faith, and must be 
believed. Precepts concerning the works of charity^ are 
matters of action ; which to know, unless they be practised, 
IS not enough. This being so clear to all men’s understand- 
ing, I somewhat marvel that they especially should think it 
absurd to oppose Church -government, a plain matter of 
action, unto matters of faith, who know that themselves 
divide the Gospel into Doctrine and Discipline.'-^ For if 
matters of discipline be rightly by them distinguished from 
matters of doctrine, why not matters of government by 
us as reasonably set against matters of faith? Do not 
they under doctrine comprehend the same which we intend 
by matter of faith ? Do not they under discipline comprise 
the regiment of the Church ? When they blame that in us 
which themselves follow, they give men great cause to 

^ [cause '^ ] 

^ T. C 1 . 11 p. I. “ We offer to shew the Discipline to be a part of 
the Gospel,” And again, p S “I speak of the Discipline as of a part 
of the Gospel ” If the Discipline be one pait of the Gospel, what other 
part can they assign but Doctrine to answer in division to the Discipline ? 
[See also lib 1 p. 32 ] 



from Matters of Faith 301 

doubt that some other thing than judgment doth guide their 
speech 

[3.] What the Church of God standeth bound to know or 
do, the same in part nature teacheth. And because nature 
can teach them but only in part, neither so fully as is requisite 
for man’s salvation, nor so easily as to make the way plain 
and expedite enough that many may come to the knowledge 
of it, and so be saved : therefore in Scripture hath God both 
collected the most necessary things that the school of nature 
teacheth unto that end, and revealeth also whatsoever we 
neither could with safety be ignorant of, nor at all be 
instructed in but by supernatural revelation from him. So 
that Scripture containing all things that are in this kind any 
way needful for the Church, and the principal of the other 
sort, this is the next thing wherewith we are charged as with 
an error : we teach that whatsoever is unto salvation termed 
necessa?y by way of excellency, whatsoever it standeth all 
men upon to know or do that they may be saved, whatsoever 
there is whereof it may truly be said, ^‘This not to believe 
is eternal death and damnation,” or, ‘‘This every soul that 
will live must duly observe ; ’’ of which sort the articles of 
Christian faith and the sacraments of the Church of Christ 
are : all such things if Scripture did not comprehend, the 
Church of God should not be able to measure out the length 
and the breadth of that way wherein for ever she is to walk, 
heretics and schismatics never ceasing some to abridge, 
some to enlarge, all to pervert and obscure the same. Eut 
as for those things that are accessory hereunto, those things 
that so belong to the way of salvation, as to alter them is no 
otherwise to change that way, than a path is changed by 
altering only the uppermost face thereof ; which be it laid 
with gravel, or set with grass, or paved with stone, remaineth 
still the same path ; in such things because discretion may 
teach the Church what is convenient, we hold not the 
Church further tied herein unto Scripture, than that against 
Scripture nothing be admitted in the Church, lest that path 
which ought always to be kept even, do thereby come to be 
overgrown with brambles and thorns. 

[4.] If this be unsound, wherein doth the point of un- 
soundness lie ? It is not that we make some things necessary^ 
some things accessory and appendent only : for our Lord and 
Saviour himself doth make that difference, by terming judg- 
ment and mercy and fidelity with other things of like nature^ 
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the greater and weightier matters of the law/^ ^ Is it then 
in that we account ceremonies (wherein we do not comprise 
sacraments, or any other the like sustained duties in the 
exercise of religion, but only such external rites as are usually 
annexed unto church actions), is it an oversight that we 
reckon these things and matters ^ of government in the 
number of things accessory, not things necessary in such 
sort as hath been declared ? Let them which therefore think 
us blameable consider well their own words, ^ Do they not 
plainly compare the one unto garments which cover the 
body of the Church , the other unto rings, bracelets, and 
jewels, that only adorn it , the one to that food which the 
Church doth live by, the other to that which maketh her 
diet liberal, dainty, and more delicious ^ ^ Is dainty fare a 
thing necessary to the sustenance, or to the clothing of the 
body rich attire ^ If not, how can they urge the necessity 
of that which themselves resemble by things not necessary ? 
or by what construction shall any man living be able^ to 
make those comparisons true, holding that distinction 
untrue, which putteth a diffeience between things of external 
regiment in the Church and things necessary unto salvation? 

IV, Now as It can be to nature no injury that of her we 
say the same which diligent beholders of her works have 
observed ; namely, that she provideth for all living creatures 
nourishment which may suffice j that she bnngeth forth no 
kind of creature whereto she is wanting m that which is 
needful : ^ although we do not so far magnify her exceeding 

1 Matt, xxiii 23 

3 The government of the Church of Christ granted by Fenner himself 
to be thought a matter of great moment, yet not of the substance of 
religion. Against D Bridges, pag. 121 : if it be Fenner which was the 
author of that book [“ A Defence of the Ecclesiastical Discipline 
ordayned of God to be used in IIis Church, against a Reply of Maister 
Bridges to ‘ a briefe and plain Declaration ’ of it, which was printed an 
1584.’’ 4”. 1588, p 120, 121 ‘‘Our Saviour IS sayde, with charge and 
commaundement that they should be observed, to have delivered to His 
Disciples such things, as for the space of fourtie days He declared unto 
them concerning FIis kingdome. A part whereof (it hathe bin, alreadie 
shewed) must needes be understoode to have bin of the governcment of 
His Church, which necessariHe depjideth on FIis kingdome,”] 

^ [“Mirum videri debet . . . doctrina evangebca lanquam bona 
valetudme contentos, de disciplina, quaeandem tueantur, ac vires simul et 
colorem acquirant, non esse solicitos.” Ecd Disc fol. 2, Medicis con- 
tenta, qui salutem procurassent, aliptas ad colorem et vires acquirendas 
non adhibuit. ” fol 3 ] 

^ Arist. Pol. lib. 1. c, 8 et Plato in Menex. [t ii. 237 P. ed Sermni, 
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bounty, as to affirm that she bringeth into the world the 
sons of men adorned with gorgeous attire, or maketh costly 
buildings to spring up out of the earth for them * so I trust 
that to mention what the Scripture of God leaveth unto the 
Church’s discretion in some things, is not in any thing to 
impair the honour which the Church of God yieldeth to the 
sacred Scripture’s perfection. Wherein seeing that no more 
is by us maintained, than only that Scripture must needs 
teach the Church whatsoever is in such sort necessary as 
hath been set down ; and that it is no more disgrace for 
Scripture to have left a number of other things free to be 
ordered at the discretion of the Church, than for nature to 
have left it unto the wit of man to devise his own attire, and 
not to look for it as the beasts of the field have theirs : if 
neither this can import, nor any other proof sufficient be 
brought forth, that we either will at any time or ever did 
affirm the sacred Scripture to comprehend no more than 
only those bare necessaries ; if we acknowledge that as well 
for particular application to special occasions, as also in 
other manifold respects, infimte treasures of wisdom are 
over and besides abundantly to be found in the Holy 
Scripture ; yea that scarcely there is any noble part of 
knowledge, worthy the mind of man, but from thence it 
may have some direction and light; yea, that although 
there be no necessity it should of purpose prescribe any 
one particular form of church government, yet touching the 
manner of governing in general the precepts that Scripture 
setteth down are not few, and the examples many which it 
proposeth for all church governors even in particularities to 
follow ; yea, that those things finally which are of principal 
weight in the very particular form of church polity (although 
not that form which they imagine, but that which we against 
them uphold) are in the selfsame Scriptures contained : if 
all this be willingly granted by us which are accused to pin 
the word of God in so narrow room, as that it should be 
able to direct us but in principal points of our religion ; or 
as though the substance of religion or some rude and un- 
fasbioned matter of building the Church were uttered in 
them, and those things left out that should pertain to the 
form and fashion of it; let the cause of the accused be 
referred to the accuser’s own conscience, and let that judge 

iray ykp rh rmhp rpo(f>^,v Ari'^t. hb. lii. dc 

Animal, c. 4, 5. 
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whether this accusation be deserv^ed where it hath been 
laid. 

V. But so easy it is for every man living to err, and so 
hoxd to wrest from any man’s mouth the plain acknowledg- 
ment of error, that what hath been once inconsiderately 
defended, the same is commonly persisted in, as long as 
wit by whetting itself is able to find out any shift, be it 
never so sleight, whereby to escape out of the hands of 
present contradiction. So that it cometh herein to pass 
with men unadvisedly fallen into error, as with them whose 
state hath no ground to uphold it, but only the help which 
by subtile conveyance they draw out of casual events arising 
from day to day, till at length they be clean spent. They 
which first gave out, that nothing ought to be established in 
the Church which is not commanded by the word of God,” 
thought this principle plainly warranted by the manifest 
words of the Law, 1 '‘Ye shall put nothing unto the word 
which I command you, neither shall you take aught there- 
from, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God, which I command you ” Wherefore having an 
eye to a number of rites and orders in the Church of Eng- 
land, as marrying with a ring, crossing in the one sacrament, 
kneeling at the other, observing of festival days more than 
only that which is called the Lord’s day, enjoining abstin- 
ence at certain times from some kinds of meat, churching 
of women after childbirth, degrees taken by divines in 
universities, sundry chuich offices, dignities, and callings, 
for which they found no commandment in the Holy 
Scripture, they thought by the one only stroke of that 
axiom to have cut them off But that which they took for 
an oracle being sifted was repelled. True it is concerning 
the word of God, whether it be by misconstruction of the 
sense or by falsification of the words, wittingly to endeavour 
that any thing may seem divine which is not, or any thing 
not seem which is, were plainly to abuse, and even to 
falsify divine evidence , which injury offered but unto men, 
is most worthily counted heinous. Which point I wish they 
did well observe, with whom nothing is more familiar than 
to plead in these causes, “ the law of God,” “ the word of 

^ “ Whatsoevei I command you, lake heed you do it.” “ Thou shalt 
put nothing theieto, noi take aught therefrom.’’ Deut. iv. 2. and xn. 32. 
[Adm. p, 3, See also Answ 59, 60, 61. T, C, 1 21, 22. Eccl. I 3 isc. 
fob 5*] 
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the Lord ^ who notwithstanding when they come to allege 
what word and w^hat law they mean, their common ordinary 
practice is to quote by-speeches in some historical narration 
or other, and to urge them as if they were written in most 
exact form of lawc What is to add to the law of God if 
this be not ^ When that which the word of God doth but 
deliver historically, we construe without any warrant as if it 
were legally meant, and so urge it further than we can prove 
that it was intended ; do we not add to the la'ws of God, 
and make them in number seem more than they are ? It 
standeth us upon to be careful in this case. For the 
sentence of God is heavy against them that wittingly shall 
presume thus to use the Scnpture ^ 

VI. But let that which they do heieby intend be granted 
them , let it once stand as consonant to reason, that because 
we are forbidden to add to the law of God any thing, or to 
take aught from it, therefore we may not for matters of the 
Church make any law more than is already set down in 
Scripture : who seeth not what sentence it shall enforce us 
to give against all Churches in the world, inasmuch as there 
is not one, but hath had many things established in it, 
which though the Scripture did never command, yet for us 
to condemn were rashness ? Let the Church of God even 
in the time of our Saviour Christ serve for example unto all 
the rest. In their domestical celebration of the passover, 
which supper they divided (as it were) into two courses 
what Scripture did give commandment that between the 
first and the second he that was chief should put off the 
residue of his garments, and keeping on his feast-robe'^ 
only wash the feet of them that were with him ? What 
Scripture did command them never to lift up their hands 
unwashed m prayer unto God ? which custom Aristeas (be 
the credit of the author more or less) sheweth wherefore 
they did so religiously observe^ What Scripture did 
command the Jews every festival-day to fast till the sixth 
hour? the custom both mentioned by Josephus in the 

^ [Rev xxii 1 8.] 

^ John xiii Coenatonum : de quo Matt xxii. 12. Ibi de Coenatorio 
nuptiali 

[De LXX Tnterpretibus, ad calc Josephi, Colon. 1691, p. 33. 
iTrepc^TTjffau Se kuI rovro riuos aTOVt(6/j.ej/oi r^s xeTpas, rh ryjpi- 

Kavra ei^xo^'Ta^, Biecrd^ovv Se, jiapriipiSv ^crri rov firidhp elpyd(f$ai 
kcx,h6v Tratra yhp ipSpyeia tcov yip^rott ] 
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history of his own and by the words of Peter signified.^ 
Tedious it were to rip up all such things as were in that 
church established, yea by Christ himself and by his 
Apostle observed, though not commanded any where in 
Scripture. 

VIL Well, yet a gloss there is to colour that paradox, 
and nohvithstanding all this, still to make it appear in show 
not to be altogether unreasonable. And therefore till further 
reply come, the cause is held by a feeble distinction ; that 
the commandments of God being either general or special, 
although there be no express word for every thing in specialty, 
yet there are general commandments for all things, to the 
end, that even such cases as are not in Scripture particularly 
mentioned, might not be left to any to order at their pleasure, 
only with caution that nothing be done against the word of 
God . and that for this cause the Apostle hath set down in 
Scripture four general rules, requiring such things alone to 
be leceived in the Church as do best and nearest agree with 
the same rules, that so all things in the Church may be 
appointed, not only not against^ but by and according to the 
word of God. The rules are these, “Nothing scandalous or 
offensive unto any, especially unto the Church of God , ^ 

“All things in order and with seemliness ^ “All unto 
edification , ’’ ^ finally, “ All to the glory of God.'' ^ Of 
which kind how many might be gathered out of the Scrip- 
ture, if it were necessary to take so much pains ? Which 
rules they that urge, minding thereby to prove that nothing 
may be done in the Church but what Scripture commandeth, 
must needs hold that they tie the Church of Christ no 
otherwise than only because we find them there set down 
by the finger of the Holy Ghost. So that unless the Apostle 
by writing had delivered those rules to the Church, we 
should by observing them have sinned, as now by not 
observing them. 

[2.] In the Church of the Jews is it not granted,"^ that the 
appointment for the hour for daily sacrifices ; the building 
of synagogues throughout the land to hear the word of God 

^ [c. 54« crvyodov BuKucTey iTrekOovcra mrif} &pa, %v rots (fd^- 
^acTLv dpLcrroTroieTcrdai v 6 (ll}i 6 v icriv cf. Ads x 9 J 

2 [Acts 11. 15 ] ^ I Coi- X. 32. I Cor. xiv, 40. 

® 1 Cor. XIV. 26. 

® Rom XIV. 6, 7 [and i Cor. x. 31 ; see T. C 1. 27,] 

7 T. C lib. i. p. 35. [21.] 
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and to pray in, when they came not up to Jerusalem, the 
erecting of pulpits and chairs to teach in, the order of burial, 
the rites of marriage, with such-like, being matters apper- 
taining to the Church, yet are not any where prescribed in 
the law, but were by the Church’s discretion instituted? 
What then shall we think ^ Did they hereby add to the 
law, and so displease God by that which they did ^ None 
so hardly persuaded of them. Doth their law deliver unto 
them the selfsame general rules of the Apostle, that framing 
thereby their orders they might in that respect clear them- 
selves from doing amiss ? St. Paul would then of likelihood 
have cited them out of the Law, which we see he doth not. 
The truth is, they are rules and canons of that law which is 
written in all men’s hearts ; the Church had for ever no less 
than now stood bound to observe them, whether the Apostle 
had mentioned them or no. 

Seeing therefore those canons do bind as they are edicts 
of nature, which the Jews observing as yet unwritten, and 
thereby framing such church orders as in their law were not 
prescribed, are notwithstanding in that respect unculpable : 
it followeth that sundry things may be lawfully done in the 
Church, so as they be not done against the Scripture, 
although no Scripture do command them, but the Church 
only following the light of reason judge them to be in 
discretion meet. 

[3.] Secondly, unto our purpose and for the question in 
hand, whether the commandments of God in Scripture be 
general or special, it skilleth not : for if being particularly 
applied they have in regard of such paiticulars a force 
constraining us to take some one certain thing of many, and 
to leave the rest ; whereby it would come to pass, that any 
othei particular but that one being established, the general 
rules themselves in that case would be broken; then is it 
utterly impossible that God should leave any thing great or 
small fiee for the Church to establish or not. 

[4.] Thirdly, if so be they shall grant, as they cannot 
otherwise do, that these rules are no such laws as require 
any one particular thing to be done, but serve rather to 
direct the Church m all things which she doth ; so that free 
and lawful it is to devise any ceremony, to receive any 
order, and to authorize any kind of regiment, no special 
commandment being thereby violated, and the same being 
thought such by them, to whom the judgment thereof 
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appertaineth, as that it is not scandalous, but decent, 
tending unto edification, and setting forth the glory of God , 
that is to say, agreeable unto the general rules of Holy 
Scripture this doth them no good in the world for the 
furtherance of their purpose That which should make for 
them must prove that men ought not to make laws for 
church regiment, but only keep those laws which in Scrip- 
ture they find made. The plain intent of the Book of 
Ecclesiastical Discipline^ is to shew that men may not 
devise laws of church government, but are bound for ever 
to use and to execute only those which God himself hath 
already devised and delivered in the Scripture. The self- 
same drift the Admomtioners also had, in urging that 
nothing ought to be done in the Church according unto 
any law of man’s devising, but all according to that which 
God in his word hath commanded. Which not remember- 
ing, they gather out of Scripture general rules to be followed 
in making laws ; and so in effect they plainly grant that we 
ourselves may lawfully make laws for the Church, and are 
not bound out of Scripture only to take laws already made, 
as they meant who first alleged that principle whereof we 
speak. One particular platform it is which they respected, 
and which they laboured thereby to force upon all Churches • 
whereas these general rules do not let but that there may 
well enough be sundry. It is the particular order established 
in the Church of England, which thereby they did intend 
to alter, as being not commanded of God ; whereas unto 
those general rules they know we do not defend that we 
may hold any thing unconformable. Obscure it is not what 
meaning they had, who first gave out that grand axiom ,* 
and according unto that meaning it doth prevail far and 
wide wuth the favourers of that part. Demand of them, 
wherefore they conform not themselves unto the order of 
our Church, and in every particular their answer for the 
most part is, “ We find no such thing commanded in the 
word : ” whereby they plainly require some special com- 
mandment for that which is exacted at their hands ; neither 
are they content to have matteis of the Church examined 
by geneial rules and canons. 

[5.] As therefore m controvcisics between us and the 
Church of Rome, that which they practise is many times 
even according to the very grossness of that which the 
1 [By Travers, Geneva 15S0.J 
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vulgar sort conceiveth when that which they teach to 
maintain it is so nice and subtile that hold can very hardly 
be taken thereupon ; in which cases we should do the 
Church of God small benefit by disputing with them 
according unto the finest points of their dark conveyances, 
and suffering that sense of their doctrine to go uncontrolled, 
wherein by the common sort it is ordinarily received and 
practised : so considering what disturbance hath grown in 
the Church amongst ourselves, and how the authors thereof 
do commonly build altogether on this as a sure foundation, 
“ Nothing ought to be established in the Church which in 
the word of God is not commanded ; were it reason that 
we should suffer the same to pass without controlment in 
that current meeting whereby every where it prevaileth, and 
stay till some strange construction were made thereof, which 
no man would lightly have thought on but being driven 
thereunto for a shift ? 

VIII. The last refuge in maintaining this position is thus 
to construe it, “ Nothing ought to be established in the 
Church, but that which is commanded in the word of 
God that is to say, all church orders must be ‘‘grounded 
upon the word of God ; ^ in such sort grounded upon the 
word, not that being found out by some “ star, or light of 
reason, or learning, or other help,” they may be received, so 
they be not against the word of God ; but according at 
leastwise unto the general rules of Scripture they must be 
made. Which is in effect as much as to say, “We know 
not what to say well in defence of this position ; and there- 
fore lest we should say it is false, there is no remedy but to 
say that m some sense or other it may be true, if we could 
tell how.” 

[2.] First, that scholy had need of a very favourable 
reader and a ti actable, that should think it plain con- 
struction, when to be mmnmided in the Word and grounded 
npon the Word are made all one. If when a man may live 
in the state of matrimony, seeking that good thereby which 
nature principally desireth,^ he make rather choice of a 
contrary life in regard of St. Paul’s judgment ; ^ that which 
he doth is manifestly grounded upon the word of God, yet 
not commanded m his word, because without breach of any 
commandment he might do otherwise. 

[3.] Secondly, whereas no man in justice and reason can 

'■ [T. C. xl 56.] “ Arist. Pol. i. 2. i Cor viu 8, 26. 
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be reproved for those actions which are framed according 
unto that known will of God, whereby they are to be 
judged ; and the will of God which we are to judge our 
actions by, no sound divine in the world ever denied to be 
in part made manifest even by light of nature, and not by 
Scripture alone : if the Church being directed by the former 
of these two (which God hath given who gave the other, 
that man might in different sort be guided by them both), 
if the Church I say do approve and establish that which 
thereby it judgeth meet, and findeth not repugnant to any 
word or syllable of holy Scripture , who shall warrant our 
presumptuous boldness controlling herein the Church of 
Christ ? 

[4.] But so it is, the name of the light of nature is made 
hateful with men; the ''star of reason and learning,’' and 
all other such like helps, beginneth no otherwise to be 
thought of than if it were an unlucky comet ; or as if God 
had so accursed it, that it should never shine or give light 
in things concerning our duty any way towards him, but be 
esteemed as that star in the Revelation^ called Wormwood, 
which being fallen from heaven, maketh rivers and waters in 
which it falleth so bitter, that men tasting them die thereof. 
A number there are, who think they cannot admire as they 
ought the power and authority of the word of God, if in 
things divine they should attribute any force to man’s 
reason. For which cause they never use reason so willingly 
as to disgrace reason. Their usual and common discourses 
are unto this effect. First, "the natural man perceiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.” ^ Secondly, it is not for nothing that 
St. Paul giveth charge to “beware of philosophy,”^ that is 
to say, such knowledge as men by natural reason attain unto. 
Thirdly, consider them that have from time to time opposed 
themselves against the Gospel of Christ, and most troubled 
the Church with heresy. Have they not always been great 
admirers of human reason? Hath their deep and profound 
skill in secular learning made them the more obedient to the 
truth, and not armed them rather against it? Fourthly, they 
that fear God will remember how heavy his sentences are in 
this case : '' I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will cast 
away the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise ? 

^ Apoc. viu. xo. ^ I Cor, ii. 14. Col. li. 8. 
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where is the scribe ? where is the disputer of this world ? 
hath not God made the wisdom of this world foolishness ? 
Seeing the world by wisdom knew not God in the wisdom 
of God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to 
save believers.’'^ Fifthly, the word of God in itself is 
absolute, exact, and perfect The word of God is a two- 
edged sword , - as for the weapons of natural reason, they 
are as the armour of Saul,^ rather cumbersome about the 
soldier of Christ than needful. They are not of force to do 
that which the Apostles of Christ did by the power of the 
Holy Ghost ‘‘ My preaching, therefore saith Paul, “ hath 
not been in the enticing speech of man's wisdom, but in 
plain evidence of the Spirit and of power, that your faith 
might not be m the wisdom of men, but m the power of 
God " ^ Sixthly, if I believe the Gospel, there needeth no 
reasoning about it to persuade me ; if I do not believe, it 
must be the Spirit of God and not the reason of man that 
shall convert my heart unto him. By these and the like 
disputes an opinion hath spread itself very far in the world, 
as if the way to be ripe in faith were to be raw in wit and 
judgment ; as if Reason were an enemy unto Religion, 
childish Simplicity the mother of ghostly and divine 
Wisdom. 

[5 ] The cause why such declamations prevail so greatly, 
is, for that men suffer themselves m two respects to be de- 
luded . one is, that the wisdom of man being debased either 
in comparison with that of God, or in regard of some special 
thing exceeding the reach and compass thereof, it seemeth 
to them (not marking so much) as if simply it were con- 
demned : another, that learning, knowledge, or wisdom, 
falsely so termed, usurping a name whereof they are nqt 
worthy, and being under that name controlled ; their reproof 
is by so much the more easily misapplied, and through 
equivocation wrested against those things whereunto so 
precious names do properly and of right belong. This, 
duly observed, doth to the former allegations itself make 
sufficient answer. Howbeit, for all men’s plainer and fuller 
satisfaction : 

[6.] First, Concerning the inability of reason to search 
out and to judge of things divine, if they be such as those 
properties of God and those duties of men towards him, 

^ I Cor. 1. 19. [Heb. iv. 12.] 

^ [i Sam. xvii. 39.] I Cor. ii. 4. 
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which may be conceived by attentive consideration of heaven 
and earth ^ we know that of mere natural men the x'^postle 
testifieth,^ how they knew both God, and the Law of God. 
Other things of God there be which are neither so found, nor 
though they be shewed can ever be approved without the 
special operation of God^s good grace and Spirit. Of such 
things sometime spake the Apostle St. Paul, declaring how 
Christ had called him to be a witness of his death and 
resurrection from the dead, according to that which the 
Prophets and Moses had foreshewed Festus, a mere natural 
man, an infidel, a Roman, one whose ears were unacquainted 
with such matter, heard him, but could not reach unto that 
whereof he spake , the sufiermg and the rising of Christ 
from the dead he rejecteth as idle superstitious fancies not 
worth the hearing. ^ The Apostle that knew them by the 
Spirit, and spake of them with power of the Holy Ghost, 
seemed in his eyes but learnedly mad.^ Which example 
maketh manifest what elsewhere the same Apostle teacheth, 
namely, that nature hath need of grace, whereunto I hope 
we are not opposite, by holding that grace hath use of nature. 

[7.] Secondly, Philosophy we are warned to take heed of : 
not that philosophy, which is true and sound knowledge 
attained by natural discourse of reason , but that philosophy, 
which to bolster heresy or eiror casteth a fradulent show of 
reason upon things which are indeed unreasonable, and by 
that mean as by a stratagem spoileth the simple which are 
not able to withstand such cunning. “ Take heed lest any 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit '' He that 
exhorteth to beware of an enemy's policy doth not give 
counsel to be impolitic, but rather to use all provident fore- 
sight and circumspection, lest our simplicity be overreached 
by cunning sleights. The way not to be inveigled by them 
that are so guileful through skill, is thoroughly to be instructed 
in that which maketh skilful against guile, and to be armed 
with that true and sincere philosophy, which doth teach, 
against that deceitful and vain, which spoileth. 

[8 ] Thirdly, But many great philosophers have been very 
unsound in belief. And many sound in belief, have been 
also great philosophers: Could secular knowledge bring the 
one sort unto the love of Christian faith ? Nor Christian 
faith the other sort out of love with secular knowledge. The 

Rom. i. 21. 32 ^ Acts xxv. 19. Acts xxvi. 24. 

^ I Coi. li. 14. » Col. ii. S. 
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harm that heretics did, they did it unto such as were unable 
to discern between sound and deceitful reasoning ; and the 
remedy against it was ever the skill which the ancient Fathers 
had to descry and discover such deceit. Insomuch that 
Cresconius the heretic complained greatly of St Augustine, 
as being too full of logical subtilties ^ Heresy prevaileth 
only by a counterfeit show of reason , whereby notwith- 
standing it becometh invincible, unless it be convicted of 
fraud by manifest remonstrance clearly true and unable to 
be withstood. When therefore the Apostle requireth ability 
to convict heretics,^ can we think he judgeth it a thing un- 
lawful, and not rather needful, to use the principal instrument 
of their conviction, the light of reason? It may not be 
denied but that in the Fathers’ writings there are sundry 
sharp invectives against heretics, even for their very philoso- 
phical reasonings. The cause whereof Tertullian confesseth 
not to have been any dislike conceived against the kind of 
such reasonings, but the end.^ “ We may,” saith he, ‘‘ even 
in matters of God be made wiser by reasons drawn from the 

^ [S Aug contr. Crescon 1. 16. t. ix 397 “Quid est aliud Dia- 
lectica, quam peritia disputandi ? Quod ideo apeiiendum putavi, quia 
etiam ipsam mihi objiceie voluisti, quasi ‘ Chiistiaiic'e non congiuat 
ventati, et ideo me doctores vestn, velut hominem dialecLicum, nierito 
fugiendum potius et cavendum, quam lefellendum revincendumque 
censueunt ’ Quod cum libi non persuasermt, nam te adversus nos 
etiam scribendo disputare non piguit, tu tamen in me dialecticam 
criminatus es, quo falleres imperitos, eosque laudares qui disputando 
mecum congrcdi noluerant Sed tu videlicet non dialectica uteris, cum 
contra nos scnbis ?”] 

- Tit 1 9, II 

Tert de Resur. Camis, [c. 3. “ Est quidem et dc commumbus 

sensibus sapere in Dei icbus, sed in testimonium veil, non in adju- 
toniiin falsi , quod sit secundum divinam, non contra divinam dis- 
positionem Qumdam enim et natura nota sunt, ut immortalitas ammm 
penes plures, ut Deus noster penes omnes Utai ergo et sententia 
PLitoms ahcujus pronunciantis, ‘ Omnis anima immortahs.’ Utar et 
conscientia popuh, contestantis Deum Deorum ... At cum aiunt, 
‘Mortuum quod mortuum,’ et, ‘Vive dum vivis,’ et, ‘Post mortem 
omnia fmiuntur, etiam ipsa . ’ tunc memmero, et cor vulgi cinerem a 
Deo deputatum, et ipsam sapientiam smculi stultitiam pronunciatam. 
Tunc si et hmreticus ad vulgi vitia, vel smculi mgenia confugent, 
‘Discede,’ dicam, ‘ab ethnico, hceretice ; etsi unum cstis omnes qui 
Dcum fmgitis , dum hoc tamen m Chnsli nomine facis, dum Christianas 
tibi videris, alius ab ethnico es. Redde lUi suos sensus, quia nec ille 
de tuis instruitur Quid cmco duci inmteris, si vides ? Quid vestiiis a 
mundo, si Christum induisti ? Quid alieno uteris clypeo, si ab Apostolo 
armatus es? Ille potius a tc discat carnis resurrectionem confiteri, 
quam tu ab illo diflUeri ’ ”] 
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public persuasions, which are grafted in men's minds * so 
they be used to further the truth, not to bolster error ; so 
they make with, not against, that which God hath determined. 
For there are some things even known by nature, as the 
immortality of the soul unto many, our God unto all I 
will therefore myself also use the sentence of some such as 
Plato, pronouncing every soul immortal. I myself too wall 
use the secret acknowledgment of the commonalty, bearing 
record of the God of gods. But when I hear men allege, 

‘ That which is dead is dead ; ' and, ^ While thou art alive be 
alive ; ' and, ‘ After death an end of all, even of death itself : ’ 
then will I call to mind both that the heart of the people 
with God is accounted dust,^ and that the very wisdom of 
the world is pronounced folly.- If then an heretic fly also 
unto such vicious popular and secular conceits, my answer 
unto him shall be, ‘Thou heretic, avoid the heathen ; 
although in this ye be one, that ye both belie God, yet thou 
that doest this under the name of Christ, differest from the 
heathen, in that thou seemest to thyself a Christian Leave 
him therefore his conceits, seeing that neither will he learn 
thine. Why dost thou having sight trust to a blind guide ; 
thou which hast put on Christ take raiment of him that is 
naked ^ If the Apostle have armed thee, why dost thou 
borrow a stranger’s shield ? Let him rather learn of thee to 
acknowledge, than thou of him to renounce the resurrection 
of the flesh.^ " In a word, the Catholic Fathers did good 
unto all by that knowledge, whereby heretics hindering the 
truth in many, might have furthered therewith themselves, 
but that obstinately following their own ambitious or other- 
wise corrupted affections, instead of framing their wills to 
maintain that which reason taught, they bent their wits to 
find how reason might seem to teach that which their wills 
were set to maintain For which cause the Apostle saith of 
them justly, that they are for the most part ahroKaraKpuroi, 
men condemned even in and of themselves.^ For though 
they be not all persuaded that it is truth which they with- 
stand, yet that to be erior which they uphold they might 
undoubtedly the sooner a great deal attain to know, but that 
their study is more to defend what once they have stood in, 
than to find out sincerely and simply what truth they ought 
to persist in for ever. 


Tit. in. XI, 


^ [Lsai. xliv. 20.] 


[i Cou 111. J() ] 
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[9.] Fourthly, There is in the world no kind of knowledge, 
whereby any part of truth is seen, but we justly account it 
precious ; yea, that principal truth, in comparison whereof 
all other knowledge is vile, may receive from it some kind 
of light j wFether it be that Egyptian and Chaldean wisdom 
mathematical, wherewith Moses and Daniel were furnished ; ^ 
or that natural, moral, and civil wisdom, wherein Solomon 
excelled all men ; - or that rational and oratorial wisdom of 
the Grecians, which the Apostle St. Paul brought from 
Tarsus; or that Judaical, which he learned in Jerusalem 
sitting at the feet of Gamaliel : ^ to detiact from the dignity 
thereof were to injury even God himself, who being that 
light which none can approach unto, hath sent out these 
lights whereof we aie capable, even as so many sparkles 
resembling the bright fountain from which they rise. 

But there are that bear the title of wise men and scribes 
and great disputers of the world, and are nothing in deed 
less than what in show they most appear. These being 
wholly addicted unto their own wills, use their wit, their 
learning, and all the wisdom they have, to maintain that 
which their obstinate hearts are delighted with, esteeming in 
the frantic error of their minds the greatest madness in the 
world to be wisdom, and the highest wisdom foolishness. 
Such were both Jews and Grecians, which professed the one 
sort legal, and the other secular skill, neither enduring to be 
taught the mystery of Christ ; unto the glory of whose most 
blessed name, whoso study to use both their reason and all 
other gifts, as well which nature as which grace hath endued 
them with, let them never doubt but that the same God who 
IS to destroy and confound utterly that wisdom falsely so 
named m others, doth make reckoning of them as of true 
Scribes,^ Scribes by wisdom instructed to the kingdom of 
heaven,^ not Scribes against that kingdom hardened in a 
vam opinion of wisdom ; which in the end being proved 
folly, must needs perish, true understanding, knowledge, 
j'udgment and reason continuing for evermore. 

1 Acts vii. 22; Dan. 1. 17. 

I I Kings IV. 29, 30. a Acts xxii. 3 

To injury, v. for ‘to injure.’ ‘Those that aie in authority, and 
princes themselves, ought to lake gieat heed how they injury any man 
by word or deed, and whom they injury,^ Danet’s Comines, hb. iii.” 
Nare’s Glossary 

“lam stiangely injured by the Archliishoji. ” Hugh Broughton in 
Strype’s Whitg. lii. 367. J s j-iii. 52. 
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[lo.] Fifthly, Unto the word of God, being in respect of 
that end for which God ordained it perfect, exact, and 
absolute in itself, we do not add reason as a supplement of 
any maim oi defect therein, but as a necessary instrument, 
without which we could not reap by the Scripture^s perfection 
that fruit and benefit which it yieldeth. “ The word of God 
is a twoedged sword,’' ^ but in the hands of reasonable men ; 
and reason as the weapon that slew Goliath, if they be as 
David was that use it. Touching the Apostles, He which 
gave them from above such power for miraculous confirm- 
ation of that which they taught, endued them^ also with 
wisdom from above to teach that which they so did confirm. 
Our Saviour made choice of twelve simple and unlearned 
men, that the greater their lack of natural wisdom was, the 
more admirable that might appear which God supernaturally 
endued them with from heaven. Such therefore as knew 
the poor and silly estate wherein they had lived, could not 
but wonder to hear the wisdom of their speech, and be so 
much the more attentive unto their teaching. I'hey studied 
for no tongue, they spake with all , of themselves they were 
rude, and knew not so much as how to premeditate j the 
Spirit gave them speech and eloquent utterance. 

But because with St. Paul it was otherwise than with the 
rest, inasmuch as he never conversed with Christ upon earth 
as they did ; and his education had been scholastical alto- 
gether, which theirs was not ; hereby occasion was taken by 
certain malignants, secretly to undermine his great authority 
in the Church of Christ, as though the gospel had been taught 
him by others than by Christ himself, and as if the cause 
of the Gentiles’ conversion and belief through his means had 
been the learning and skill which he had by being conversant 
in their books ; which thing made them so willing to hear 
him, and him so able to persuade them ; whereas the rest of 
the Apostles prevailed, because God was with them, and by 
miracle from heaven confirmed his word in their mouths. 
They were mighty in deeds: as for him, being absent, his 
writings had some foice; in presence, his power not like 
unto theirs. In sum, concerning his pleaching, their very 
byword was, A,oyos dddle speech^ empty talk:^ 

his writings full of great words, but in the power of 
miraculous operations his presence not like the rest of 
the Apostles. 

^ Ilcb. IV. 


^ 2 Con X. 10. 
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Hereupon it riseth that St. Paul was so often driven to 
make his apologies. Plereupon it riseth that whatsoever 
time he had spent in the study of human learning, he 
maketh earnest protestation to them of Corinth, that the 
gospel which he had preached amongst them did not by 
other means prevail with them, than with others the same 
gospel taught by the rest of the Apostles of Christ. “My 
preaching,'^ saith he, “hath not been in the persuasive 
speeches of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power : that your faith may not be in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.’^^ What is it 
which the Apostle doth here deny ? Is it denied that his 
speech amongst them had been persuasive ? No : for of him 
the sacred history plainly testifieth, that for the space of a 
year and a half he spake in their synagogue every Sabbath, 
and persuaded both Jews and Grecians.^ How then is the 
speech of men made persuasive ? Surely there can be but 
two ways to bring this to pass, the one human, the other 
divine. Either St. Paul did 072 ly by art and natural industry 
cause his own speech to be credited ; or else God by miracle 
did authorize it, and so bung credit thereunto, as to the 
speech of the rest of the Apostles. Of which two, the former 
he utterly denieth. For why? if the preaching of the rest 
had been effectual by miracle, his only by force of his own 
learning; so great inequality between him and the other 
Apostles in this thing had been enough to subvert their faith. 
For might they not with reason have thought, that if he were 
sent of God as well as they, God would not have furnished 
them and not him with the power of the Holy Ghost? 
Might not a great part of them being simple haply have 
feared, lest their assent had been cunningly gotten unto his 
doctrine, rather through the weakness of their own wits than 
the certainty of that truth which he had taught them ? How 
unequal had it been that all believers through the preaching 
of other Apostles should have their faith strongly built upon 
the evidence of God's own miraculous approbation, and they 
wliom he had converted should have their persuasion built 
only upon his skill and wisdom who persuaded them ? 

As therefore calling from men may authorize us to teach, 
although it could not authorize him to teach as other Apostles 
did : so although the wisdom of man had not been sufficient 
to enable him such a teacher as the rest of the Apostles were^ 

^ I Coi. li* 4, 5, ^ Acts xviii. ti, 
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unless God’s miracles had strengthened both the one and the 
other’s doctrine ; yet unto our ability both of teaching and 
learning the truth of Christ, as we are but mere Christian 
men, it is not a little which the wisdom of man may add.^ 

[ii.] Sixthly, Yea, whatsoever our hearts be to God and 
to his truth, believe we or be we as yet faithless, for our 
conversion or confirmation the force of natural reason is great. 
The force whereof unto those effects is nothing without 
grace. What then? To our purpose it is sufficient, that 
whosoever doth seive, honour, and obey God, whosoever 
belie veth in Him, that man would no more do this than 
innocents and infants do, but for the light of natural reason 
that shineth in him, and maketh him apt to apprehend those 
things of God, which being by grace discovered, are effectual 
to persuade reasonable minds and none other, that honour, 
obedience, and credit, belong of right unto God. No man 
cometh unto God to offer him sacrifice, to pour out supplica- 

1 [Chr. Letter, p 43- In all your bookcs, although we finde 
manie good things, manie tiueths and fine points bravely handled, yet 
in all your discouise, foi the most parte, Aristotle the patriarch of 
philosophers (with divcis other humane writers) and the ingenuous 
schoolemen, almost in all points have some finger : reason is highlie sett 
up against Holie Scripture, and reading against preaching.” 

Hooker, MS note. “ If Aristotle and the schoolmen be such peril- 
ous creatures, you must needes think yourself an happie man, whome 
God hath so fairely blest from too much knowledg in them. 

‘'Remember heer S. Jerome’s Epistle in his own defense.” (To 
hlagnus, t. II. 326. He pleads precedent, scriptural and ecclesiastical, 
for his use of profane learning ) “ Forget not Picus Mnandiila’s judg- 
ment of the schoolemen;” (Opp 1 79 “ Ut a nostiis, ad quos 

postiemo philosophia pervenit, nunc exoidiar; est in Joanne Scoto 
vegetum quiddain atque discussum, in Thoma solidum et lequabile, in 
yEgidio tersum et exactum, in Fiancisco acre et acutum, in Alberto 
pii&cum, amplum, et giande, in Ileniico, ut mihi visum est, semper 
sublime et venciandum.”) “Beza’s judgment of Aristotle.” (For his 
opinion of the use of logic, see Epist 67.) “ As also Calvin’s judg- 
ment of philosophic Papist 90, ad Buccrum,” (p^ 1 10 “ Et philo- 

sophia prceclaium est Dei donum ; et qiu omnibus sieculis extite- 
runt docti viu, eos Dcus ipse excitavit, ut advcri notitiam mundo 
prceluceient ”) 

Again, Chr Letter, ibid. “ Shall we doe you wronge to suspect 
. . that you esteemc the preaching and writing of all the reveiend 
Fathers of oiu Church, and the booker of holy Si ri pi u re to bee at the 
least of no greater moment than Arz^totle and the schoolemen 

Hooker, MvS. note : “ I think of the Scriptiue of God as reverently 
as the best of the pufificd crew in the world. I except not any, no not 
the founders themselves and captames of that faction ^ In which mind I 
hope by the grace of Almighty God that I shall both live and die.”] 
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tions and prayers before him, or to do him any service, 
which doth not first believe him both to be, and to be a 
rewarder of them who in such sort seek unto him.^ Let 
men be taught this either by revelation from heaven, or by 
instruction upon earth ; by labour, study, and meditation, or 
by the only secret inspiration of the Holy Ghost ; whatsoever 
the mean be they know it by, if the knowledge thereof 
were possible without discourse of natural reason, 'why should 
none be found capable thereof but only men ; nor men till 
such time as they come unto ripe and full ability to work by 
reasonable understanding? The whole drift of the Scripture 
of God, what it is but only to teach Theology ? Theology, 
what is It but the science of things divine ? What science 
can be attained unto without the help of natural discourse and 
reason? “Judge you of that w^hich I speak,” ^ saith the 
Apostle. In \am it were to speak any thing of God, but 
that by reason men are able somewhat to judge of that they 
hear, and by discourse to discern how consonant it is to truth. 

[12.] Scripture indeed teacheth things above nature, things 
which our reason by itself could not reach unto. Yet those 
things also we believe, knowing by reason that the Scripture 
is the word of God. In the presence of Festus a Roman, and 
of King Agrippa a Jew, St. Paul omitting the one, who 
neithei knew the Jew’s religion, nor the books whereby they 
were taught it, speaks unto the other of things foreshowed by 
Moses and the Prophets and performed in Jesus Christ; 
intending thereby to prove himself so unjustly accused, that 
unless his judges did condemn both Moses and the Prophets, 
him they could not choose but acquit, who taught only that 
fulfilled, which they so long since had foretold. His cause 
was easy to be discerned ; what was done their eyes were 
witnesses ; what Moses and the Prophets did speak their 
books could quickly shew , it w'as no hard thing for him 
to compare them, which knew the one, and believed the 
other. “ King Agrippa, believest thou the Prophets ? I 
know thou dost” ® The question is how the books of the 
Prophets came to be credited of King Agrippa. For what 
with him did authorize the Prophets, the like with us doth 
cause the rest of the Scripture of God to be of credit 

[13.] Because wc maintain that in Scripture we are taught 
all things necessary unto salvation ; hereupon very childishly 
it is by some demanded, what Scripture can teach us the 
^ Heb. xi 6. ^1 Cor. x. 15. Acts xxvi, 27. 
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sacred authority of the Scripture, upon the knowledge whereof 
our whole faith and salvation dependeth ? As though there 
were any kind of science in the world which leadeth men 
into knowledge without presupposing a number of things 
already known No science doth make known the first prin- 
ciples whereon it buildeth, but they are always either taken 
as plain and manifest in themselves, or as proved and granted 
already, some former knowledge having made them evident. 
Scripture teacheth all supernatural revealed truth, without 
the knowledge whereof salvation cannot be attained. The 
main principle whereupon our belief of all things therein 
contained dependeth, is, that the Scriptures are the oracles of 
God himself. This in itself we cannot say is evident. For 
then all men that hear it would acknowledge it in heart, as 
they do when they hear that “ every whole is more than any 
part of that whole,” because this in itself is evident. The 
other we know that all do not acknowledge when they hear it. 
There must be therefore some former knowledge presupposed 
which doth herein assure the hearts of all believers Scripture 
teacheth us that saving truth which God hath discovered 
unto the world by revelation, and it presumeth us taught 
otherwise that itself is divine and sacred. 

[14.] The question then being by what means we are 
taught this ; some answer that to learn it we have no other 
way than only tradition ; as namely that so we believe 
because both we from our predecessors and they from theirs 
have so received. But is this enough ? That which all 
men's experience teacheth them may not in any wise be 
denied. And by experience we all know, that the first 
outward motive leading men so to esteem of the Scripture 
is the authority of God’s Church.^ For when we know the 
whole Church of God hath that opinion of the Scripture, we 

^ [Chr. Letter, p. 9, 10. “Have we not heie good cause to suspect 
the underpropping of a popish principle concerning the Churches 
aiithoritie above the Holie Scripture, to the disgiace of the English 
Church ” 

Hooker, MS. note. “You have aheady done yoin best to make a 
jarre between nature and Scnptuie. Youi next endeavour is to doe the 
like betweene Scnptuie and the Chuich Yom delight in conllicts doth 
make you clreame of them wheie they aie not ” 

Again, Chust Lettei, p 10 “We piay you to expound, either by 
expel lence 01 othciwise ; Wliethei the woide of God was rcceaved m 
the woild, and belceved by men, by the virtue and aiilhonlie of the 
witnesses, either Prophets or Apostles, 01 the holy Chinch j 01 that such 
were not esteemed for the wordes sake,” 
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judge it even at the first an impudent thing for any man bred 
and brought up in the Church to be of a contrary mind 
without cause. Afterwards the more we bestow our labour 
in reading or hearing the mysteries thereof, the more we find 
that the thing itself doth answer our received opinion concern- 
ing it. So that the former inducement prevailing somewhat 
with us before, doth now much more prevail, when the very 
thing hath ministered farther reason. If infidels or atheists 
chance at any time to call it in question, this giveth us 
occasion to sift what reason there is, whereby the testimony 
of the Church concerning Scripture, and our own persuasion 
which Scripture itself hath confirmed, may be proved a truth 
infallible. In which case the ancient Fathers being often 
constrained to shew, what warrant they had so much to 
rely upon the Scriptures, endeavoured still to maintain the 
authority of the books of God by arguments such as unbe- 
lievers themselves must needs think reasonable, if they judged 
thereof as they should. Neither is it a thing impossible 
or greatly hard, even by such kind of proofs so to manifest 
and clear that point, that no man living shall be able to deny 
it, without denying some apparent principle such as all men 
acknowledge to be true. 

Wherefore if I believe the Gospel, yet is reason of singular 
use, for that it confirmeth me in this my belief the more : 
if I do not as yet believe, nevertheless to bring me to the 
number of believers except reason did somewhat help, and 
were an instrument which God doth use unto such purposes, 
what should it boot to dispute with infidels or godless persons 
for their conversion and persuasion in that point ? 

[15.] Neither can I think that when grave and learned 
men do sometime hold, that of this principle there is no proof 
but by the testimony of the Spirit, which assureth our hearts 
therein, it is their meaning to exclude utterly all force which 
any kind of reason may have in that behalf ; but I rather 
incline to interpret such their speeches, as if they had more 

Hooker, MS. note. *‘I am soiie to see you m the groundes and 
elements of youi religion so sclenderly mslructed. 

“ Fidcs mlitui authoiilale docentis. Docens autem confirmatain habet 
authontatem pcrsonm vntute mnaculoium Id quod omnmo neces&aiium 
esl propter ea qum docct supia et pimtei natuialem lationcm : qua 
omnis piobatio aigumentosa mtitur, qum fidem facit. Atque hoc 
Apostolus de se testatur, cum elficacem fuissc seimonem suum assent 
non vi liunianm peisuasxoms, sed assistcntis Spiiitus ad opeia mirac- 
ulosa perficienda. Vide TeituU. cont, Gent, p. 637.”] 

VOL. I. M 
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expressly set down, that other motives and inducements, be 
they never so strong and consonant unto reason, aie not- 
withstanding uneffectual of themselves to work faith concerning 
this principle, if the special grace of the Holy Ghost concur 
not to the enlightening of our minds. For otherwise I doubt 
not but men of wisdom and judgment will grant, that the 
Church, in this point especially, is furnished with reason, to 
stop the mouths of her impious adversaries ; and that as it 
were altogether bootless to allege against them what the 
Spirit hath taught us, so likewise that even to our ownselves 
it needeth caution and explication how the testimony of the 
Spirit may be discerned, by what means it may be known , 
lest men think that the Spirit of God doth testify those things 
which the spirit of error suggesteth. The operations of the 
Spirit, especially these oi dinary which be common unto all 
true Christian men, are as we know things secret and 
undiscernible even to the very soul where they are, because 
their nature is of another and an higher kind than that they 
can be by us perceived in this life. Wherefore albeit the 
Spirit lead us into all truth and direct us in all goodness, yet 
because these workings of the Spirit in us are so privy and 
secret, we therefore stand on a plainer ground, when we 
gather by reason from the quality of things believed or done, 
that the Spirit of God hath directed us in both, than if we 
settle ourselves to believe or to do any certain particular 
thing, as being moved thereto by the Spirit. 

[i6.] But of this enough. To go from the books of Scrip- 
ture to the sense and meaning thereof : because the sentences 
which are by the Apostles recited out of the Psalms, '*• to 
prove the resurrection of Jesus Christ, did not prove it, if so 
be the Prophet David meant them of himself , this exposition 
therefore they plainly disprove, and shew by manifest reason, 
that of David the words of David could not possibly be meant. 
Exclude the use of natural reasoning about the sense of Holy 
Scripture concerning the articles of our faith, and then that 
the Scripture doth concern the ai tides of our faith who can 
assure us ? That, which by right exposition buildeth up 
Christian faith, being misconstrued breedeth error : between 
true and false construction, the difference reason must shew. 
Can Christian men perform that which Peter requireth at 
their hands ; is it possible they should both believe and 
be able, without the use of reason, to render a reason of 
^ Acts xui. 36 ; 11. 34 
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their belief,” ^ a reason sound and sufficient to answer them 
that demand it, be they of the same faith with us or enemies 
thereunto ? may we cause our faith without reason to appear 
reasonable m the eyes of men ? This being required even of 
learners in the school of Christ, the duty of their teachers in 
bringing them unto such ripeness must needs be somewhat 
more, than only to read the sentences of Scripture, and then 
paraphrastically to scholy them ; to vary them with sundry 
forms of speech, without arguing or disputing about any 
thing which they contain This method of teaching may 
commend itself unto the world by that easiness and facility 
which IS in it * but a law or a pattern it is not, as some do 
imagine, for all men to follow that will do good in the Church 
of Christ. 

[17.] Our Lord and Saviour himself did hope by dis- 
putation to do some good, yea by disputation not only of 
but against, the truth, albeit with purpose for the truth. 
That Christ should be the son of David was truth ; yet 
against this truth our Lord in the gospel objecteth, ‘^If 
Christ be the son of David, how doth David call him 
Lord ? ” ^ There is as yet no way known how to dispute, or 
to determine of things disputed, without the use of natural 
reason. 

If we please to add unto Christ their example, who 
followed him as near in all things as they could ; the sermon 
of Paul and Barnabas set down in the Acts,^ where the 
people would have offered unto them sacrifice; in that 
sermon what is there but only natural reason to disprove 
their act? “O men, why do you these things? We are 
men even subject to the selfsame passions with you * we 
preach unto you to leave these vanities and to turn to the 
living God, the God that hath not left himself without 
witness, in that he hath done good to the world, giving 
rain and fruitful seasons, filling our heart with joy and 
gladness ” 

Neither did they only use reason in winning such unto 
Christian belief as were yet theieto unconverted, but with 
believers themselves they followed the selfsame course. In 
that great and solemn assembly of believing Jews how doth 
Peter prove that the Gentiles were partakers of the grace of 
God as well as they, but by reason drawn from those effects, 
which were apparently known amongst them ? “ God which 
l I Pet. lij. 15. ^ Matt. xxn. 43. Acts xiv. 15. 
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knoweth hearts hath borne them witness in giving unto 
them the Holy Ghost as unto us.” ^ 

The light therefore, which the star of natural reason and 
wisdom casteth, is too bright to be obscured by the mist of 
a word or two uttered to diminish that opinion which justly 
hath been received concerning the force and virtue thereof, 
even in matters that touch most nearly the principal duties 
of men and the glory of the eternal God. 

[18.] In all which hitherto hath been spoken touching the 
force and use of man's reason in things divine, I must crave 
that I be not so understood or construed, as if any such 
thing by virtue thereof could be done without the aid and 
assistance of God^s most blessed Spirit. The thing we have 
handled according to the question moved about it , which 
question is, whether the light of reason be so pernicious, 
that in devising laws for the Church men ought not by it to 
search what may be fit and convenient. For this cause 
therefore we have endeavoured to make it appear, how in 
the nature of reason itself there is no impediment, but that 
the selfsame Spirit, which revealeth the things that God 
hath set down in his law, may also be thought to aid and 
direct men in finding out by the light of reason what laws 
are expedient to be made for the guiding of his Church, 
over and besides them that are in Scripture. Herein there- 
fore we agree with those men, by whom human laws are 
defined to be ordinances, which such as have lawful 
authority given them for that purpose do piobably draw 
from the laws of nature and God, by discourse of leason 
aided with the influence of divine grace. And for that 
cause, it is not said amiss touching ecclesiastical canons, 
that “ by instinct of the Holy Ghost they have been made, 
and consecrated by the reverend acceptation of all the 
world.” ^ 

IX. Laws for the Church are not made as they should be, 
unless the makers follow such direction as they ought to be 
guided by : wherein that Scripture standeth not the Church 
of God in any stead, or serveth nothing at all to direct, but 
may be let pass as needless to be consulted with, we judge 

^ Acts XV. 8. 

^ Violatores. 25 q. i. [Deciet. Gratian. caus. xxv. qunest. i. c. 6 m 
Corp Jur. Canon. Paris. 1618. p. 313 ** Violatores canonum voluntari 

graviler a sanctis patiibus judicantnr, et a Sancto Spintu (instinclu cnjus, 
et dono dictati sunt) damnanlur ”] 
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it profane, impious, and irreligious to think. For although 
It were in vain to make laws which the Scripture hath 
already made, because what we are already there com- 
manded to do, on our parts there resteth nothing but only 
that It be executed ; yet because both in that which we are 
commanded, it concerneth the duty of the Church by law 
to provide, that the looseness and slackness of men may not 
cause the commandments of God to be unexecuted ; and a 
number of things there are for which the Scripture hath not 
provided by any law, but left them unto the careful discre- 
tion of the Church; we are to search how the Church in 
these cases may be well directed to make that provision by 
laws which is most convenient and fit. And what is so in 
these cases, partly Scripture and partly reason must teach to 
discern. Scripture comprehending examples and laws, laws 
some natural and some positive : examples there neither are 
for all cases which require laws to be made, and when there 
are, they can but direct as precedents only. Natuial laws 
direct in such sort, that in all things we must for ever do 
according unto them ; Positive so, that against them in no 
case we may do any thing, as long as the will of God is that 
they should remain in force. Howbeit when Scripture doth 
yield us precedents, how far forth they are to be followed ; 
when it giveth natural laws, what particular order is there- 
unto most agreeable ; when positive, which way to make 
laws unrepugnant unto them, yea though all these should 
want, yet what kind of ordinances would be most for that 
good of the Church which is aimed at, all this must be by 
reason found out. And therefore, “ to refuse the conduct 
of the light of nature, saith St. Augustine, ‘‘is not folly 
alone but accompanied with impiety.’^ ^ 

[2.] The greatest amongst the school-divines studying 
how to set down by exact definition the nature of an human 
law (of which nature all the Church’s constitutions are) 
found not which way better to do it than in these words : 
‘ ‘ Out of the precepts of the law of nature, as out of certain 
common and undemonstrable principles, man’s reason doth 
necessarily proceed unto certain more particular deter- 
minations ; which particular determinations being found out 
•according unto the reason of man, they have the names of 

^ ‘‘Luminis naturalis ducatum repellere non moclo siulluni est sed ct 
impium.” AugUsSi. lib. iv. de Trin cap 6 . [The editor has not been 
able to venly this quotation ] 
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human laws, so that such other conditions be therein kept 
as the making of laws doth require/' ^ that is, if they whose 
authority is thereunto lequired do establish and publish 
them as laws. And the truth is, that all our controversy 
in this cause concerning the orders of the Church is, what 
particulars the Chuich may appoint. That which doth find 
them out is the force of man’s reason. That which doth 
guide and direct his reason is first the general law of nature ; 
which law of nature and the moral law of Scripture are m 
the substance of law all one. But because /here are also in 
Scripture a number of laws particular and positive, which being 
in force may not by any law of man be violated; we are in 
making laws to have thereunto an especial eye. As for 
example, it might perhaps seem reasonable unto the Church of 
God, following the general laws concerning the nature of 
marriage, to ordain in particular that cousm-germans shall not 
marry. Which law notwithstanding ought not to be received 
in the Church, if there should be in Scripture a law particular 
to the contrary, forbidding utterly the bonds of marriage to be 
so far forth abridged. The same Thomas therefore whose 
definition of human laws "we mentioned before, doth add 
thereunto this caution concerning the rule and canon 
whereby to make them : ^ }in7na?i laws are measures in 
respect of men whose actions they must direct; howbeit 
such measures they are, as have also their higher rules to be 
measured by, which rules a?‘e two, the law of God, and the 
law of nature. So that laws human must be made accord- 
ing to the general laws of nature, and without contradiction 
unto any positive law in Scripture. Otheiwise they are ill 
made. 

[ 3 .] Unto laws thus made and received by a whole 
church, they which live within the bosom of that church 
must not think it a matter indiffeient either to yield or not 
to yield obedience. Is it a small offence to despise the 

1 Tho. Aqiu I, 2. q 9 1, art 3 [t xi. p. 1. 199 ] “Ex prJecepUs 
legis naturahs, quasi ex qmbusdam principus communibus et indeuion- 
strabilibus, necesse est quod lalio humana procedat ad aliqua magis 
particulanter disponenda. Et istsc particulaies dispositiones adinvcnUu 
secundum ration em humanam dicuntur kgcs human<x, observatis alus 
conditionibus qua' pertinent ad rationem legis ” 

^ Quxst- 95 Art 3 [t- XI p 1. 206. “Lex humana . . . estquadam 
legula, vel mensura regulala, vel mensurala quadara supenoxi mensura ; 
quoe quidem est duplex, scil. divma lex, et lex nature, ut ex supradictis 
patet.”] 
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Church of God ? ^ ‘‘ My son keep thy father’s command- 

ment,” saith Solomon, “and forget not thy mother’s in- 
struction • bind them both always about thine heart.” ^ It 
doth not stand with the duty which we owe to our heavenly 
Father, that to the ordinances of our mother the Church ’vve 
should shew ourselves disobedient. Let us not say we keep 
the commandments of the one, when we break the law of 
the other : for unless we observe both, we obey neither. 
And what doth let but that we may observe both, when 
they are not the one to the other in any sort repugnant > 
For of such laws only we speak, as being made in form and 
manner already declared, can have in them no contradiction 
unto the laws of Almighty God. Yea that which is more, 
the laws thus made God himself doth in such sort authorize, 
that to despise them is to despise in them Him. It is a 
loose and licentious opinion which the Anabaptists have 
embraced, holding that a Christian man’s liberty is lost, and 
the soul which Christ hath redeemed unto himself in- 
juriously drawn into servitude under the yoke of human 
power, if any law be now imposed besides the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ : in obedience whereunto the Spirit of God and 
not the constraint of man is to lead us, according to that of 
the blessed Apostle, “ Such as are led by the Spirit of God 
they are the sons of God,”^ and not such as live in thraldom 
unto men. Their judgment is therefore that the Church of 
Christ should admit no law-makers but the Evangelists. 
The author of that which causeth another thing to be, is 
author of that thing also which thereby is caused. The 
light of natural understanding, wit, and reason, is from God ; 
he It is which thereby doth illuminate eveiy man entering 
into the world."^ If there proceed from us any thing after- 
wards corrupt and naught, the mother thereof is our own 
darkness, neither doth it proceed from any such cause 
whereof God is the author. He is the author of all that we 
think or do by virtue of that light, which himself hath given. 
And therefore the laws which the very heathens did gather 
to direct their actions by, so far forth as they proceeded 
from the light of nature, God himself doth acknowledge to ^ 
have proceeded even from himself, and that he was the 
writer of them in the tables of their hearts. How much 
more then he the author of those laws, which have been 

^ Cor. XI. 22. ^ Prov. vi, 20 ^ Rom viii. 14. 

* John 1, 9. ^ Rom 1. 19; ii. 15 
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made by his saints, endued further with the heavenly grace 
of his Spirit, and directed as much as might be with such 
instructions as his sacred word doth yield ' Surely if we have 
unto those laws that dutiful regard which their dignity doth 
require, it will not greatly need that we should be exhorted 
to live in obedience unto them. If they have God himself 
for their author, contempt which is offered unto them 
cannot choose but redound unto him. The safest and unto 
God the most acceptable way of framing our lives therefore 
is, with ail humility, lowliness, and singleness of heart, to 
study, which way our willing obedience both unto God and 
man may be yielded even to the utmost of that which is due. 

X. Touching the mutability of laws that concern the 
regiment and polity of the Church ; changed they are, when 
either altogether abrogated, or in part repealed, or augmented 
with farther additions. Wherein we are to note, that this 
question about the changing of laws concerneth only such 
laws as are positive, and do make that now good or evil by 
being commanded or forbidden, which otherwise of itself 
were not simply the one or the other. Unto such laws it is 
expressly sometimes added, how long they are to continue in 
force. If this be no where exprest, then have we no light to 
direct our judgments concerning the changes bleness or 
immutability of them, but by considering the nature and 
quality of such laws. The nature of every law must be 
judged of by the end for which it was made, and by the 
aptness of things therein prescribed unto the same end. It 
may so fall out that the reason why some laws of God were 
given is neither opened nor possible to be gathered by wit 
of man. As why God should forbid Adam that one tree, 
there was no way for Adam ever to have certainly under- 
stood. And at Adam’s ignorance of this point Satan took 
advantage, urging the more securely a false cause because 
the true was unto Adam unknown. Why the Jews were 
forbidden to plough their ground with an ox and an ass, why 
to clothe themselves with mingled attire of wool and linen, ^ 
both it was unto them and to us it remaineth obscure. 
Such laws perhaps cannot be abrogated saving only by whom 
they were made : because the intent of them being known 
unto none but the author, he alone can judge how long it is 

^ Dent xxii. 10, ii. [Spencer (de Legg. Ilcbiasor. hb. n c. 31, 33.) 
conjectures, but without direct evidence, that thefac were prohibitions of 
Sabiuan ceiemomes ] 
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requisite they should endure. But if the reason why things 
were instituted may be known, and being known do appear 
manifestly to be of perpetual necessity ; then are those 
things also perpetual, unless they cease to be effectual unto 
that purpose for which they were at the first instituted. 
Because when a thing doth cease to be available unto the 
end which gave it being, the continuance of it must then of 
necessity appear superfluous. And of this we cannot be 
ignorant, how sometimes that hath done great good, which 
afterwards, when time hath changed the ancient course of 
things, doth grow to be either very hurtful, or not so greatly 
profitable and necessary. If therefore the end for which a 
law provideth be perpetually necessary, and the way whereby 
IE provideth perpetually also most apt, no doubt but that 
every such law ought for ever to remain unchangeable. 

[2.] Whether God be the author of laws by authorizing 
that power of men whereby they are made, or by delivering 
them made immediately from himself, by word only, or in 
writing also, or howsoever, notwithstanding the authority of 
their Makei, the mutability of that end for which they are 
made doth also make them changeable. The law of 
ceremonies came from God : Moses had commandment 
to commit it unto the sacred records of Scripture, where 
It continueth even unto this very day and hour in 
force still, as the Jew surmiseth, because God himself was 
author of it, and for us to abolish what he hath established 
were presumption most intolerable. But (that which they 
in the blindness of their obdurate hearts are not able to 
discern) sith the end for which that law was ordained is now 
fulfilled, past and gone , how should it but cease any longer 
to be, which hath no longer any cause of being in force as 
before ? “ That which necessity of some special time doth 

cause to be enjoined bindeth no longer than during that 
time, but doth afterwards become free.^^^ 

Which thing is also plain even by that law which the 
Apostles assembled at the council of Jerusalem did from 
thence deliver unto the Church of Christ, the preface whereof 
to authorize it was, To the Holy Ghost and to us it hath 
seemed good : ” ^ which style they did not use as matching 

^ Quod pi o necessitate lempons statuliim est, cessante necessitate, 
debet cessaie paritcr quod urgebat.” 1. q. i. (^uod pio nccessit. [i e. 
Deer. Gratiani, pais i. causa i. qu. i. c. 41. m Corp Jur. Canon 
116.] 

^ Acts XV. 28. 
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themselves in power with the Holy Ghost, but as testifying 
the Holy Ghost to be the author, and themselves but only 
utterers of that decree. This law therefore to have proceeded 
from God as the author thereof no faithful man will deny. 
It was of God, not only because God gave them the power 
whereby they might make laws, but for that it proceeded even 
from the holy motion and suggestion of that secret divine 
Spirit, whose sentence they did but only pronounce. Not- 
withstanding, as the law of ceremonies delivered unto the 
Jews, so this very law which the Gentiles received from the 
mouth of the Holy Ghost, is in like respect abrogated by 
decease of the end for which it was given. 

[3.] But such as do not stick at this point, such as grant 
that what hath been instituted upon any special cause needeth 
not to be observed,^ that cause ceasing, do notwithstanding 
herein fail; they judge the laws of God only by the author 
and main end for which they were made, so that for us to 
change that which he hath established, they hold it execrable 
pride and presumption, if so be the end and purpose for 
which God by that mean provideth be permanent. And 
upon this they ground those ample disputes concerning 
orders and offices, which being by him appointed for the 
government of his Church, if it be necessary always that the 
Church of Christ be governed, then doth the end for which 
God provided remain still; and therefore in those means 
which he by law did establish as being fittest unto that end, 
for us to alter any thing is to lift up ourselves against God, 
and as it were to countermand him. Wherein they mark not 
that laws are instruments to rule by, and that instruments are 
not only to be framed according unto the general end for 
which they are provided, but even according unto that very 
particular, which riseth out of the matter whereon they have 

^ Counterp p 8 [Cosin in his “ Answei to the Abstract,” had 
produced the change of time m celebiatmg the Eucharist, fiom the 
evening after supper, to the morning before the hist meal, as an 
instance of the authority left with the Church to vaiy matters of 
discipline. The authoi of the Counter-poison leplies, “As it is a mere 
circumstance of time, so the alteration hath ground in the Scripture, 
because one and the same time is not always kept. Acts 111. 42 ; xx. 
7, II, &c Neither can that be said to be according to the institution, 
which c^one upo 7 L a pa 7 ‘ticular tame (as all divines agiee) i,ht>uld 

not be observed where that cause ceasethP T. C. li. 465 “Neither 
any man, nor all men m the world, could have put down the temporal 
mmisteries of Apostles, Evangelists, &c which the Lord ordained, 
unless the Lord himself had withdrawn them.”] 
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to work. The end wherefore laws were made may be per- 
manent, and those laws nevertheless require some alteration, 
if there be any unfitness in the means which they pi escribe as 
tending unto that end and purpose. As for example, a law 
that to bridle theft doth punish thieves with a quadruple 
restitution hath an end which will continue as long as the 
world itself continueth. Theft will be always, and will 
always need to be bridled. But that the mean which this 
law provideth for that end,^ namely the punishment of 
quadruple restitution, that this will be always sufficient to 
bridle and restrain that kind of enormity no man can 
warrant. Insufficiency of laws doth sometimes come by 
want of judgment in the makers Which cause cannot fall 
into any law termed properly and immediately divine, as it 
may and doth into human laws often. But that which hath 
been once most sufficient may wax otherwise by alteration 
of time and place ; that punishment which hath been some- 
time forcible to bridle sin may grow afterwards too weak and 
feeble. 

[4,] In a word, we plainly perceive by the difference of 
those three laws which the Jews received at the hands of 
God, the moral, ceremonial, and judicial, that if the end for 
which and the matter according whereunto God maketh his 
laws continue always one and the same, his laws also do the 
like ; for which cause the moral law cannot be altered : 
secondly, that whether the matter whereon laws are made 
continue or continue not, if their end have once ceased, 
they cease also to be of force ; as in the law ceremonial it 
fareth . finally, that albeit the end continue, as m that law 
of theft specified and in a great part of those ancient 
judicials it doth; yet forasmuch as there is not in all 
respects the same subject or matter remaining for which 
they were first instituted, even this is sufficient cause of 
change : and therefore laws, though both ordained of God 
himself, and the end for which they were ordained continu- 
ing, may notwithstanding cease, if by alterations of persons 
or times they be found insufficient to attain unto that end. 
In which respect why may we not presume that God doth 
even call for such change or alteration as the very condition 
of things themselves doth make necessary ? 

[5.] They which do therefore plead the authority of the 
law-maker as an argument, wherefore it should not be lawful 
^ [Exod. xxxh I ; 2 Sani. xii. 6.] 
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to change that which he hath instituted, and will have this 
the cause why all the ordinances of our Saviour are im- 
mutable ; they which urge the wisdom of God as a proof, 
that whatsoever laws he hath made they ought to stand, 
unless himself from heaven proclaim them disannulled, 
because it is not in man to correct the ordinance of God , 
may know, if it please them to take notice thereof, that we are 
far from presuming to think that men can better any thing 
which God hath done, even as we are from thinking that 
men should presume to undo some things of men, which God 
doth know they cannot better. God never ordained any 
thing that could be bettered. Yet many things he hath that 
have been changed, and that for the better. That which 
succeedeth as better now when change is requisite, had been 
worse when that which now is changed was instituted. 
Otherwise God had not then left this to choose that, neither 
would now reject that to choose this, were it not for some 
new-grown occasion making that which hath been better 
worse. In this case therefore men do not presume to change 
God’s ordinance, but they yield thereunto requiring itself to 
be changed. 

[6.] Against this it is objected, that to abrogate or innovate 
the Gospel of Christ if men or angels should attempt, it were 
most heinous and cruel sacrilege. And the Gospel (as they 
say) containeth not only doctrine instructing men how they 
should believe, but also precepts concerning the regiment of 
the Church Discipline therefore is “ a part of the Gospel,” ^ 
and God being the author of the whole Gospel, as well of 
discipline as of doctrine, it cannot be but that both of them 
“ have a common cause.” So that as we are to believe for 
ever the articles of evangelical doctrine, so the precepts of 
discipline we are in like sort bound for ever to observe. 

[7.] Touching points of doctrine, as for example, the 
Unity of God, the Trinity of Persons, salvation by Christ, 
the resurrection of the body, life everlasting, the judgment 
to come, and such like, they have been since the first hour 

1 We offer to shew the discipline to be a pari of the Gospel, and 
therefore to have a common cause ; so that m the repulse of the 
discipline the Gospel receives a check.” And again, I speak of the 
discipline as of a part of the Gospel, and theiefoie ncithei under nor 
above the Gospel, but the Gospel” T. C. lib. 11 p. i, 4. [These 
latter words aie m p 5, but in p 4 aie the following : The discipline 
being, as it is propounded, and offered to be proved, a part of the 
Gospel, must needs arm the Lord against the refuser. ”] 



How far Divine Laws are Mutable 333 

that there was a Church in the w^orld, and till the last they 
must be believed. But as for matters of regiment, they are 
for the most part of another nature. To make new articles 
of faith and doctrine no man thinketh it lawful ; new laws of 
government what commonwealth or church is there which 
maketh not either at one time or another ? The rule of 
faith,'’ ^ saith Tertullian, ‘'is but one, and that alone im- 
moveable and impossible to be framed or cast anew.” The 
law of outward order and polity not so.^ There is no reason 
m the world wherefore we should esteem it as necessary 
always to do, as always to believe, the same things ; seeing 
every man knoweth that the matter of faith is constant, the 
matter contrariwise of action daily changeable, especially the 
matter of action belonging unto church polity. Neither can I 
find that men of soundest judgment have any otherwise taught, 
than that articles of belief, and things which all men must of 
necessity do to the end that they may be saved, are either 
expressly set down in Scripture or else plainly thereby to be 
gathered. But touching things which belong to discipline 
and outward polity, the Church hath authority to make 
canons, laws, and decrees, even as we read that in the 
Apostles’ times it did.^ Which kind of laws (forasmuch as 
they are not in themselves necessary to salvation) may after 
they are made be also changed as the difference of times or 
places shall require. Yea, it is not denied I am sure by 
themselves, that certain things in discipline are of that 
nature, as they may be varied by times, places, persons, and 
other the like circumstances. Whereupon I demand, are 
those changeable points of discipline commanded in the 
word of God or no ? If they be not commanded and yet 
may be received m the Church, how can their former 
position stand, condemning all things in the Church which 
m the word are not commanded ? If they be com- 
manded and yet may suffer change, how can this latter 

^ Tert. de Vcland. Virg. c. i 

2 Marl. [1 e. Peter Martyr] in i Sam. xiv. [“ Positnm sit, liceie 
Ecclesia' sciibeie sibi aut canones, aut leges, aut deciela, aut sanctiones, 
aut cpiocunque ea vehs nomine appellaii. Est cnim Ecclesia coetus, et 
icgi dcbet vcibo Dei, praiseilim quod attmet ad salutem ipsius, et 
cultum Dei. Sed sunt alia, qune lanlum pcitinent ad extemam dis- 
ciphnam. . . . Istaium Icgum finis esse debet oedificalio et evra^la. 
(^uomam antem necessaiue non sunt, pio temporiim el locoriim lalione 
mulan possunt ”J 
Acts XV 
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stand, affirming all things immutable which are commanded 
of God ? Their distinction touching matters of substance 
and of circumstance, though true, will not serve. For be 
they great things or be they small, if God have commanded 
them in the Gospel, and his commanding them in the 
Gospel do make them unchangeable, there is no reason we 
should more change the one than we may the other. If the 
authority of the maker do prove unchangeableness in the 
laws which God hath made, then must all laws which he 
hath made be necessarily for ever permanent, though they 
be but of circumstance only and not of substance. I 
therefore conclude, that neither God’s being author of laws 
for government of his Church, nor his committing them unto 
Scripture, is any reason sufficient wherefore all churches 
should for ever be bound to keep them without change. 

[8.] But of one thing we are here to give them warning 
by the way. For whereas in this discourse we have often- 
times profest that many paits of discipline or church polity 
are delivered in Scripture, they may perhaps imagine that 
we are driven to confess their discipline to be delivered in 
Scripture, and that having no other means to avoid it, we 
are fain to argue for the changeableness of laws ordained 
even by God himself, as if otherwise theirs of necessity 
should take place, and that under which we live be 
abandoned. There is no remedy therefore but to abate 
this error in them, and directly to let them know, that if 
they fall into any such conceit, they do but a little flatter 
their own cause. As for us, we think in no respect so highly 
of it. Our persuasion is, that no age evei had knowledge 
of it but only ours ; that they which defend it devised it ; 
that neither Christ nor his Apostles at any time taught it, 
but the contrary. If therefore we did seek to maintain that 
which most advantageth our own cause, the very best way 
for us and the strongest against them were to hold even as 
they do, that in Scripture there must needs be found some 
particular form of church polity which God hath instituted, 
and which for that very cause belongeth to all churches, to 
all times ^ But with any such partial eye to respect our- 

1 “Disciplma est Chnstianfc Ecclesiae Pohtia, a Deo ejus recte 
admimstrandae causa constituta, ac propter ea ex ejus verbo petenda, et 
ob eandem causam omnium ecclesiarum communis et omnium tem- 
porum.” Lib. de Eccles. Discip, in Anal. [See also p. 9 , Cart- 
wright’s Translation.] 
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selves, and by cunning to make those things seem the truest 
which are the fittest to serve our purpose, is a thing which 
we neither like nor mean to follow. Wherefore that which 
we take to be generally true concerning the mutability of 
laws, the same we have plainly delivered, as being persuaded 
of nothing more than we are of this, that whether it be in 
matter of speculation or of practice, no untruth ^ can 
possibly avail the patron and defender long, and that 
things most truly are likewise most behovefully spoken. 

XL This we hold and grant for truth, that those very 
laws which of their own nature are changeable, be notwith- 
standing uncapable of change, if he which gave them, being 
of authority so to do, forbid absolutely to change them , 
neither may they admit alteration against the will of such a 
law-maker. Albeit therefore we do not find any cause why 
of right there should be necessarily an immutable form set 
down in holy Scripture ; nevertheless if indeed there have 
been at any time cc church polity so set down, the change 
whereof the sacred Scripture doth forbid, surely for men 
to alter those laws which God for perpetuity hath established 
were presumption most intolerable 

[2 ] To prove therefore that the will of Christ was to 
establish laws so permanent and immutable that in any sort 
to alter them cannot but highly offend God, thus they 
reason. First,- if Moses, being but a servant in the house 

1 ’EoffcacTiK odv ol aArjBeTs rSov X6ya3v oi) jx^vov vphs rh €i5eVat XP'^' 
(TLfKtiraTOi eJvai, aWa Ka\ rrpbs rhu filoj/. yap liures epyoLS, 

TTicrrevovrat Anst. Ethic hb. x. cap i. 

^ Eleb. ni. 6. ‘‘Either that commendation of the son before the 
servant is a false testimony, or the son ordained a permanent govern- 
ment in the Church. If permanent, then not to be changed Wliat 
then do they, that [not only] hold it may be changed at the magistrate’s 
pleasure, but advise the magistrate by his positive laws to proclaim, 
that it IS his will, that if there shall be a church within his dominions, 
he will maim and deform the same?” M. M [Mai tin Marprelate, 
“ Ha’ ye any woik for a Cooper ? ”] p- 16 “ He that was as faithful 

as Moses, left as clear instiuction for the government of the Church : 
but Christ was as faithful as Moses • Ergo. ” Demons! of Discip. cap. 
i. [p. 3 See also Theses Martimanse, 5th Thesis. “ If Chi 1st did not 
orclam a church government which at the pleasure of man cannot be 
changed, then he is inferior unto Moses . for the goveinraent placed by 
him might no man altei, and thereto might no man add any thing. 
Heb m. 2, 3.” Eccl Disc, fol 7. “ Ne ilium ahqua parte pi ophetici 

munens spohemus, aut servum, quantumvis fidelem, umgenito Fiho, et 
tanquam Eliezerum Isaaco in paterna domo prxferamus. ” Counter- 
poison, p. 9. Peniy’s Appellation to the High Court of Parliament, 
p. 18.] 



33^ Christ has not forbidden Change 

of God, did therein establish laws of government for per- 
petuity, laws which they that were of the household might 
not alter; shall we admit into our thoughts, that the Son 
of God hath in providing for this his household declared 
himself less faithful than Moses? Moses delivenng unto 
the Jews such laws as were durable, if those be changeable 
which Christ hath delivered unto us, we are not able to 
avoid It, but (that which to think were heinous impiety) we 
of necessity must confess even the Son of God himself to 
have been less faithful than Moses. Which argument shall 
need no touchstone to try it by but some other of the like 
making. Moses erected in the wilderness a tabernacle 
which was moveable from place to place , Solomon a sump- 
tuous and stately temple which was not moveable : there- 
fore Solomon was faithfuller than Moses, which no man 
endued with reason will think. And yet by this reason 
it doth plainly follow. 

He that will see how faithful the one or the other was, 
must compare the things which they both did unto the 
charge which God gave each of them. The Apostle in 
making comparison between our Saviour and Moses attri- 
buteth faithfulness unto both, and maketh this difference 
between them ; Moses tn^ but Christ over the house of 
God ; Moses in that house which was his by charge a?id com- 
mission^ though to govern it, yet to govern it as a se^^vanf^ 
but Christ over this house as being hzs own e?itire possession, 

[3.] Our Lord and Saviour doth make protestation, “I 
have given unto them the words which thou gavest me.’^ ^ 
Faithful therefore he was, and concealed not any part of his 
Fathers will. But did any part of that will require the 
immutability of laws concerning church polity^ They 
answer, Yea. For else God should less favour us than the 
Jews.^ God would not have their church guided by any 
laws but his own. And seeing this did so continue even till 
Christ, now to ease God of that care, or rather to deprive 
the Church of his patronage, what reason have we ? Surely 
none to derogate any thing from the ancient love which 
God hath borne to his Church. An heathen philosopher^ 

^ John xvii 8. 

^ Eithei God hath left a presciipt form of government now, or else 
he IS less careful undci the New '‘restament than under the Old.” 
Demonst of Dis cap 1 [T C. i. 62. ap Whitg. Dcf. 304 ] 

^ [Philemon, Fiagm. Inceit. xlhi ed Clcr. — 
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there is, who considering how many things beasts have 
which men have not, how naked in comparison of them, 
how impotent, and how much less able we are to shift for 
ourselves a long time after we enter into this world, re- 
piningly concluded hereupon, that nature being a careful 
mother for them, is towards us a hard-hearted stepdame. 
No, we may not measure the aifection of our gracious God 
towards his by such differences. For even herein shineth 
his wisdom, that though the ways of his providence be 
many, yet the end which he bringeth all at the length unto 
is one and the selfsame. 

|^4*J Fut if such kind of reasoning were good, might we 
not even as directly conclude the very same concerning 
laws of secular regiment > Their own words are these : 'Tn 
the ancient church of the Jews, God did command and 
Moses commit unto writing all things pertinent as well 
to the civil as to the ecclesiastical state." ^ God gave them 
laws of civil regiment, and would not permit their common- 
weal to be governed by any other laws than his own. Doth 
God less regard our temporal estate in this world, or 
provide for it worse than for theiis ? To us notwithstanding 
he hath not as to them delivered any particular form of 
temporal regiment, unless perhaps we think, as some do, 
that the grafting of the Gentiles ^ and their incorporating 
into Israel doth import that we ought to be subject unto 
the rites and laws of their whole polity. We see then how 
weak such disputes aie, and how smally they make to this 
purpose 

[5.] That Christ did not mean to set down particular 
positive laws for all things m such sort as Moses did, the 

ttoAiJ y’ ^(Trl Tcdvrcau ^S>ov dOXicoraroj/ 
dyOpccTTOs, elf ns i^erd^oi Karh, Tp^irov. 
rhv ydp J3 lov Treplepyoy els rd irdyr" 
aTTOpeT rd 'irKeccrra hid r4\ovs, irovel r* del. 
fcal to7s ju^y dXKois Trariy 7 ) yj} Bi^piots 
Sfcovcra irapex^^ tV Tifiepay rpO(bdiv, 
avr^ 7 ropi^ovcr\ ov AajSovcra* irdyv fj. 6 Xts 
oScTTrcp rh /card XP^<>^ Kecfxikaiov iicriei 
rh cnrepiua, roi/s rd/covs dyevpicr/covcr^ del 
TrpScpacriy riy adxp>hy, ^ 7rayi7v, V aTrocrrepT?,] 

^ Kcclesiasl Disc. lib. 1. [lol. 5. ""In veterc ecclesia Judieorum 
omnia qum ad legendiim non modo civilem sed eliam ecdcsiaslicum 
statum [peitinenl] . . dibgcnlei dcscripta hunt, et a Deo prmccpta, a 
Mose htcris commendata.”] 

Rom. XL 17. 8 Ephes. ii 12-16. 
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very different manner of delivering the laws of Moses and 
the laws of Christ doth plainly shew. Moses had com- 
mandment to gather the ordinances of God together dis- 
tinctly, and orderly to set them down according unto their 
several kinds, for each public duty and office the lavrs that 
belong thereto, as appeareth in the books themselves, 
written of purpose for that end. Contrariwise the laws of 
Christ we find rather mentioned by occasion in the writings 
of the Apostles, than any solemn thing directly written to 
comprehend them in legal sort. 

[6.J Again, the positive laws which Moses gave, they 
were given for the greatest part with lestraint to the land of 
Jewry ‘‘ Behold,’' saith Moses, have taught you ordin- 
ances and laws, as the Lord my God commanded me, that 
ye should do even so within the land whither ye go to 
possess it."^ Which laws and ordinances positively he 
plainly distinguisheth afterward from the laws of the Two 
Tables which were moral.^ ‘‘The Lord spake unto you 
out of the midst of the fire ; ye heard the voice of the words, 
but saw no similitude, only a voice. Then he declared 
unto you his Covenant which he commanded you to do, the 
Ten Commandments, and wrote them upon two tables of 
stone. And the Lord commanded me that same time, that 
I should teach you ordinances and laws which ye should 
observe in the land whither ye go to possess it." The same 
difference is again set down in the next chapter following. 
For rehearsal being made of the Ten Commandments, it 
followeth immediately,^ “These words the Lord spake unto 
all your multitude in the mount out of the midst of the fire, 
the cloud, and the darkness, with a great voice, and added 
no more; and wrote them upon two tables of stone, and 
delivered them unto me." But concerning other laws, the 
people give their consent to receive them at the hands of 
Moses “Go thou near, and hear all that the Lord our 
God saith, and declare thou unto us all that the Lord our 
God saith unto thee, and we will hear it and do it." The 
people’s alacrity herein God highly commendeth with most 
effectual and hearty speech • ^ “I have heard the voice 
of the words of this people; they have spoken well. O 
that there were such an heart in them to fear me, and 
to keep all my commandments always, that it might go well 

^ Deut. IV 5 2 Deut. iv. 12-14. ^ Deut. v. 22. 

^ l 3 eut V, 27. ® Deut v 28-31, 
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With them and with their children for ever 1 Go, say unto 
them, ‘ Return you to your tents ; ’ but stand thou here with 
me, and I will tell thee all the commandments and the 
ordinances and the laws which thou shalt teach them, that 
they may do them in the land which I have given them 
to possess.” From this latter kind the former are plainly 
distinguished in many things. They were not both at one 
time delivered, neither both after one sort, nor to one end. 
The former uttered by the voice of God himself in the 
hearing of six hundred thousand men , the former written 
with the finger of God ; the former termed by the name of a 
Covenant; the former given to be kept without either 
mention of time how long, or of place where. On the 
other side, the latter given after, and neither written by God 
himself, nor given unto the whole multitude immediately 
from God, but unto Moses, and from him to them both 
by word and writing ; the latter termed Ceremonies, Judg- 
ments, Ordinances, but no where Covenants; finally, the 
observation of the latter restrained unto the land where God 
would establish them to inhabit. 

The laws positive are not framed without regard had to 
the place and persons for the which they are made. If 
therefore Almighty God in framing their laws had an eye 
unto the nature of that people, and to the country where 
they were to dwell ; if these peculiar and proper considera- 
tions were respected in the making of their laws, and must 
be also regarded in the positive laws of all other nations 
besides : then seeing that nations are not all alike, surely the 
giving of one kind of positive laws unto one only people, 
without any liberty to alter them, is but a slender proof, 
that therefore one kind should in like sort be given to serve 
everlastingly for all. 

[7.] But that which most of all maketh for the clearing 
of this point IS, that the Jews,^ who had laws so particularly 
determining and so fully instructing them in all affairs what 
to do, were notwithstanding continually inured with causes 
exorbitant, and such as their laws had not provided for, 

^ '‘Whereas you say, that they (the Jews) had nothing hut what was 
determined by the law, and we have many things undetermined and left 
to the order of the Church ; I will offer, for one that you shall bring 
that we have left to the order of the Church, to shew you that they had 
twenty which were undecided by the express word of God. ” T. C. lih. 
1. p. 35- [22.] 
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And in this point much more is granted us than we ask, 
namely, that for one thing which ’we have left to the order 
of the Church, they had twenty which were undecided by 
the express word of God ; and that as their ceremonies and 
sacraments were multiplied above ours, even so grew the 
number of those cases which were not determined by any 
express word. So that if we may devise one law, they by 
this reason might devise twenty; and if their devising so 
many were not forbidden, shall their example prove us for- 
bidden to devise as much as one law for the ordering of the 
Church ? We might not devise no not one, if their example 
did prove that our Saviour had utterly forbidden all alteration 
of his laws ; inasmuch as there can be no la\v devised, but 
needs it must either take away from his, or add thereunto 
more or less, and so make some kind of alteration But of 
this so large a grant we are content not to take advantage. 
Men are oftentimes m a sudden passion more liberal than 
they would be if they had leisure to take advice. And 
therefore so bountiful words of course and frank speeches 
we are contented to let pass, without turning them unto 
advantage with too much rigour. 

[8.] It may be they had rather be listened unto, when 
they commend the kings of Israel “ which attempted nothing 
in the government of the Church without the express word 
of God ; ^ and when they urge ^ that God left nothing in his 
word “undescribed,” whether it concerned the worship 
of God or outward polity, nothing unset down, and therefore 
charged them strictly to keep themselves unto that, without 
any alteration. Howbeit, seeing it cannot be denied, but 
that many things there did belong unto the course of their 
public affairs, wherein they had no express word at all to 
show precisely what they should do ; the diffeience between 
their condition and ours in these cases will bring some light 
unto the truth of this present controversy. Before the fact 
of the son of Shelomith, there was no law which did appoint 
any certain punishment for blasphemers.^ That wretched 
creature being therefore deprehended m that impiety, was 
held in ward, till the mind of the Lord were known con- 

^ T. C in the table to his second book 

2 “ If he will needs sepaiate the woiship of God fiom the external 
polity, yet as the Loul set foith the one, so he left nothing iindcscnbcd 
in the othoi ” T. C. lib n. p. 446. 

^ Levit. XXIV. 12. 
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ceming his case. The like practice is also mentioned upon 
occasion of a bieach of the Sabbath day. They find a poor 
silly creature gathenng sticks in the wilderness, they bring 
him unto Moses and Aaron and all the congregation, they 
lay him in hold, because it was not declared what should be 
done with him, till God had said unto Moses, “ This man 
shall die the death. ^ The law required to keep the Sab- 
bath ; but for the breach of the Sabbath what punishment 
should be inflicted it did not appoint. Such occasions as 
these are rare. And for such things as do fall scarce once 
in many ages of men, it did suffice to take such order as was 
requisite when they fell. But if the case were such as being 
not already determined by law were notwithstanding likely 
oftentimes to come in question, it gave occasion of adding 
laws that were not before. Thus it fell out in the case 
of those men polluted,^ and of the daughters of Zelophe- 
had,^ whose causes Moses having brought before the Lord, 
received laws to serve for the like in time to come. The 
Jews to this end had the Oracle of God, they had the 
Prophets : and by such means God himself instructed them 
from heaven what to do, in all things that did greatly 
concern their state and were not already set down in the 
Law. Shall we then hereupon argue even against our own 
experience and knowledge ^ Shall we seek to persuade men 
that of necessity it is with us as it was with them, that 
because God is ours in all respects as much as theirs, there- 
fore either no such way of direction hath been at any time, 
or if it hath been it doth still continue in the Church ; or if 
the same do not continue, that yet it must be at the least 
supplied by some such mean as pleaseth us to account 
of equal force? A more dutiful and religious way for us 
were to admire the wisdom of God, which shineth in the 
beautiful variety of all things, but most in the manifold and 
yet harmonious dissimilitude of those ways, whereby his 
Church upon earth is guided from age to age, throughout all 
generations of men. 

[9.] The Jews were necessarily to continue till the coming 
of Christ in the flesh, and the gathering of nations unto 
him. So much the promise made unto Abraham‘S did 
import. So much the prophecy of Jacob at the hour of his 
death did foreshew.^ Upon the safety therefore of their 

^ Numl). XV. 33-35 Numb. ix. Numb, xxvii. 

^ Gen. xvuL 18. ° Gen. xhx. 10. 
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very outward state and condition for so long, the after goc^ 
of the whole world and the salvation of all did depend. 
Unto their so long safety, for two things it was necessary to 
provide; namely, the preservation of their state against 
foreign resistance, and the continuance of their peace within 
themselves. 

Touching the one, as they received the promise of God 
to be the rock of their defence, against which whoso did 
violently rush should but bruise and batter themselves , so 
likewise they had his commandment in all their affairs that 
way to seek direction and counsel from him. Men s coi> 
sultations are always perilous. And it falleth out many 
times that after long deliberation those things are by their 
wit even resolved on, which by trial are found most opposite 
to public safety. It is no impossible thing for states, be 
they never so well established, yet by oversight in some one 
act or treaty between them and their potent opposites utterly 
to cast away themselves for ever. Wherefore lest it 
so fall out to them upon whom so much did depend, they 
were not permitted to enter into war, nor conclude any 
league of peace, nor to wade through any act of moment 
between them and foreign states, unless the Oracle of God 
or his Prophets were first consulted with. 

And lest domestical disturbance should waste them within 
themselves, because there was nothing unto this purpose 
more effectual, than if the authority of their laws and 
governors were such, as none might presume to take ex- 
ception against it, or to shew disobedience unto it, without 
incurring the hatred and detestation of all men that had any 
spark of the fear of God ; therefore he gave them even then 
positive laws from heaven, and as oft as occasion requned 
chose in like sort rulers also to lead and govern them. 
Notwithstanding some desperately impious there were, 
which adventured to try what harm it could bring upon 
them, if they did attempt to be authors of confusion, and to 
resist both governors and laws. Against such monsters 
God maintained his own by fearful execution of extiaoidinary 
judgment upon them. 

By which means it came to pass, that although they were 
a people infested and mightily hated of all others throughout 
the world, although by nature hard-hearted, querulous, 
wrathful, and impatient of rest and quietness ; yet was there 
nothing of force either one way or other to work the ruin 
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and subversion of their state, till the time before-mentioned 
was expired. Thus we see that there was not no cause of 
dissimilitude in these things between that one only people 
before Christ, and the kingdoms of the world since. 

[10.] And whereas it is further alleged^ that albeit “in 
civil matters and things pertaining to this present life God 
hath used a greater particularity with them than amongst us, 
framing laws according to the quality of that people and 
countiy; yet the leaving of us at greater liberty m things 
civil is so far from proving the like liberty in things pertain- 
ing to the kingdom of heaven, that it rather proves a straiter 
bond. For even as when the Lord would have his favour 
more appear by temporal blessmgs of this life towards the 
people under the Law than towards us, he gave also politic 
laws most exactly, w^hereby they might both most easily 
come into and most steadfastly remain in possession of 
those earthly benefits • even so at this time, wherein he 
would not have his favour so much esteemed by those 
outward commodities, it is required, that as his care in 
prescribing laws for that purpose hath somewhat fallen in 
leaving them to men’s consultations which may be deceived, 
so his care for conduct and government of the life to come 
should (if it were possible) rise, m leaving less to the order 
of men than in times past.” These are but weak and feeble 
disputes for the inference of that conclusion which is 
intended. For saving only in such consideration as hath 
been shewed, there is no cause wherefore we should think 
God more desirous to manifest his favour by temporal 
blessings towards them than towards us. Godliness had 
unto them, and it hath also unto us, the promises both of 
this life and the life to come. That the care of God hath 
fallen in earthly things, and therefore should rise as much 
m heavenly ; that more is left unto men’s consultations m 
the one, and therefore less must be granted in the other ; 
that God, having used a greater particularity with them 
than with us for matters pertaining unto this life, is to make 
us amends by the more exact delivery of laws for govern- 
ment of the life to come : these are proportions, whereof if 
there be any rule, we must plainly confess that which truth 
is, we know it not. God which spake unto them by his 
Prophets, hath unto us by his only-begotten Son; those 
mysteries of grace and salvation which were but darkly 
^ T C. hb a. p. 440. 



344 Christ has not forbidden Change 

disclosed unto them, have unto us most clearly shined. 
Such differences between them and us the Apostles of 
Christ have well acquainted us withal. But as for matter 
belonging to the outward conduct or government of the 
Church, seeing that even in sense it is manifest that our 
Lord and Saviour hath not by positive laws descended so far 
into particularities with us as Moses with them, neither doth 
by extraordinary means, oracles, and prophets, direct us as 
them he did in those things which rising daily by new 
occasions are of necessity to be provided for ; doth it not 
hereupon rather follow, that although not to them, yet to us 
there should be freedom and liberty granted to make laws ? 

[ii.] Yea, but the Apostle St. Paul doth fearfully charge 
Timothy,^ even in the sight of God who quickeneth all, 
and of Jesus Christ who witnessed that famous confession 
before Pontius Pilate,- to keep what was commanded him 
safe and sound till the appearance of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.^’ ^ This doth exclude all liberty of changing the laws 
of Christ, whether by abrogation or addition oi howsoever. 
For in Timothy the whole Church of Christ receive th charge 
concerning her duty ; and that charge is to keep the 
Apostle^s commandment , and his commandment did con- 
tain the laws that concerned church government ; and those 
laws he straitly requireth to be observed without bieach or 
blame, till the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In Scripture we grant every one man^s lesson to be the 

^ [SeeEccl Disc fol. lo. ‘‘Sed umversum hunc locum de disciplma 
a Deo piofecta, et piophetica immobili atque perpelua, el omnium 
ccclesiaium communi, gravissima ilia Pauli ad Timolhemn do eadem 
conservanda obtestatione concludamus Qui quum discipulum suum 
omnem domus Dei, qum est Ecclesia, adminisliandjc lalioncm docuissel, 
‘Denuncio,’ inquil, ‘ tibi, in conspectu Dei ilbus qiu viviiicat omnia, et 
Jesu Chiisli, qui piceclaram illam confessioncm Pontio Pilalo profcssus 
est, ut bine mandata sine labe ct sine lepichensione custodias usque ad 
apparitionem Domini nostri Jesu Christi • ’ <&c queu g:iavissimis vcibis 
Apostolus peisecutus est. Unde pnmo colligimus, discipline cpiam ea 
epistola Paulus tradidisset, Deum omnipotentem auctoiem esse, et 
Servatorem nostium Jesum Christum ut qui ejusdem violatm ultoics et 
vindices signidcantur Turn constantem esse atque immutabilem, (j[uoc 
nulla hominum neque gratia vaiian, neque auctoiitate frangi debeai * 
cum non solum fcal wapayyeXla appcllctui, sed jubeatur ctiam 

^cnriXos teal ave 7 rlX 7 ]Trros conseivaii, l^osticmo non ccrli alicujus 
tempoiis piaiceptum esse, sed peipetuum, et quod ad omnia Ecclesim 
tempera pertineat : quum lam discrtc pimceplum sil, ut usque in 
adventum Domini nostii Jesu Christi conservetm.”] 

2 John xvm 36, 37. I Tim. iv. 13, 14. 
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common instruction of all men, so far forth as their cases 
are like; and that religiously to keep the Apostle’s com- 
mandments in whatsoever they may concern us we all stand 
bound. But touchmg that commandment which Timothy 
was charged with, we swerve undoubtedly from the Apostle’s 
precise meaning, if we extend it so largely, that the arms 
thereof shall reach unto all things which were commanded 
him by the Apostle. The very words themselves do 
restrain themselves unto some one especial commandment 
among many. And therefore it is not said, “ Keep the 
ordinances, laws, and constitutions, which thou hast 
received ; ” but r^v h/roX^v, that great commandment, 
which doth principally concern thee and thy calling;” 
that commandment which Christ did so often inculcate 
unto Peter that commandment unto the careful dis- 
charge whereof they of Ephesus are exhorted, Attend to 
yourselves, and to all the flock wherein the Holy Ghost 
hath placed you Bishops, to feed the Church of God, which 
he hath purchased by his own blood , ” ^ finally that com- 
mandment which unto the same Timothy is by the same 
Apostle even in the same form and manner afterwards again 
urged, “I charge thee in the sight of God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, which will judge the quick and dead at his 
appearance and in his kingdom, preach the word of God.^^ ^ 
When Timothy was instituted into that office, then was the 
credit and trust of this duty committed unto his faithful care. 
The doctrine of the Gospel was then given him, “as the 
precious talent or treasure of Jesus Christ;”^ then received 
he for performance of this duty “ the special gift of the Holy 
Ghost.” ^ “To keep this commandment immaculate and 
blameless” was to teach the Gospel of Christ without 
mixture of corrupt and unsound doctrine, such as a number 
did even m those times intermingle with the mysteries of 
Christian belief. “ Till the appearance of Christ to keep it 
so,” doth not import the time wherein it should be kept, but 
rather the time whereunto the final reward for keeping it 
was reserved : according to that of St. Paul concerning 
himself, “ I have kepi the faith ; for the residue there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord the 
righteous shall in that day render unto me.” If they that 

’ John XXL 15. ^ Acts \x. 28. 

^ 2 Tim. iv. I. I Tim vi. 20 TrapaKaTaO'i]KiriP. 

^ I Tim. IV. 14, ^ 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
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labour in this harvest should respect but the present fruit 
of their painful travel, a poor encouragement it were unto 
them to continue therein all the days of their life. But 
their reward is great in heaven ; the crown of righteousness 
which shall be given them in that day is honourable. The 
fruit of their industry then shall they reap with full content- 
ment and satisfaction, but not till then. Wherein the 
greatness of their reward is abundantly sufficient to counter- 
vail the tediousness of their expectation. Wherefore till 
then, they that are in labour must rest in hope. '' O 
Timothy, keep that which is committed unto thy charge ; 
that gieat commandment which thou hast received keep, till 
the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ.^’ 

In which sense although we judge the Apostle’s words to 
have been uttered, yet heieunto we do not require them to 
yield, that think any other construction more sound. If 
therefore it be rejected, and theirs esteemed more probable 
which hold, that the last words do import perpetual observ- 
ation of the Apostle’s commandment imposed necessarily for 
ever upon the militant Church of Christ ; let them withal 
consider, that then his commandment cannot so largely 
be taken, as to comprehend whatsoever the Apostle did 
command Timothy. For themselves do not all bind the 
Church unto some things whereof Timothy received charge, 
as namely unto that precept concerning the choice of 
widows.^ So as they cannot hereby maintain that all things 
positively commanded concerning the affairs of the Church 
were commanded for perpetuity. And we do not deny 
that certain things were commanded to be though positive 
yet perpetual in the Church. 

[i2.] They should not therefore urge against us places 
that seem to forbid change, but rather such as set down 
some measure of alteration, which measure if we have 
exceeded, then might they therewith charge us justly: 
whereas now they themselves both granting, and also using 
liberty to change, cannot in reason dispute absolutely 
against all change. Christ delivered no inconvenient or 
unmeet laws : sundry of ours they hold inconvenient . 
therefore such laws they cannot possibly hold to be Christ’s 
being not his, they must of necessity grant them added unto 
his. Yet certain of those veiy laws so added they them- 
selves do not judge unlawful j as they plainly confess both 
1 [i Tim. V. 9. SeeT. C. i. 153. al 19 1. Whitg. D®f 693.] 
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in matter of prescript attire and of rites appertaining to 
burial. Their own protestations are, that they plead against 
the inconvenience not the unlawfulness of popish apparel ; ^ 
and against the inconvenience not the unlawfulness of 
ceremonies in burial. Therefore they hold it a thing not 
unlawful to add to the laws of Jesus Christ; and so 
consequently they yield that no law of Christ forbiddeth 
addition unto church laws. 

[13.] The judgment of Calvin being alleged^ against 
them, to whom of all men they attribute most ; ^ whereas his 
words be plain, that for ceremonies and external discipline 
the Church hath power to make laws: the answer which 
hereunto they make is, that indefinitely the speech is true, 
and that so it 'was meant by him ; namely, that some things 
belonging unto external discipline and ceremonies are in the 
power and arbitrement of the Church , but neither was it 
meant, neither is it true generally, that all external discipline 

1 “My reasons do nevei conclude the unlawfulness of these cere- 
monies of burial, but the inconvenience and inexpedience of them ” 
T. C. lib. 111. p 241. And in the table. “ Of the inconvenience, not 
of the unlawfulness, of popish apparel and ceremonies m burial ” 

^ [By Archbishop Whitgift : see Answer, p. 25-29, and Def. 109-113. 
The passage from Calvin is the following . “ Quia Dominus . . . quic- 
quid ad salutem necessarium eiat, sacris suis oiaculis turn fideliter 
complexLis est, turn peispicue enarravit, in his solus magister est 
audiendus Quia autem m externa disciplina et ceiemoniis non voluit 
sigillatim pnxscubeie quid sequi debeamus, quod istud pendeie a 
temporum conditione puevideiet, neque judicaret unam steculis omnibus 
foimam convcnire, confugeie hic opoitet ad generales, quas dedit, 
regulas , ut ad eas exigantui, qucecunque ad ordinem et decorum prmcipi 
necessitas Ecclcsiie postulabit ” Instil c. xiii. § 31. ed, i 55 <^j hb 
IV. c. X. § 30, according to the piesent arrangement All Whitgifds 
quotations fiom the Institution specify chapter and section only. The 
division of the work into books first took place in the edition of 1559 * 
and Whitgift used an earlier copy. See Def. 391, 508 ] 

“ Upon the indefinite speaking of M. Calvin, saying, ‘ceremonies 
and external discipline,' without adding ‘all’ or ‘ some,' you go about 
subtilly to make men believe, that M. Calvin had placed the whole 
external discipline m the power and aibitrenient of the Church For if 
all external discipline were arbitral y, and in the choice of the Church, 
excommunication also (which is a part of it) might be cast away ; which 
I think you will not say ” And m the very next woids before : “Where 
you would give to undei stand that ceremonies and external discipline 
are not prescribed particularly by the word of God, and therefoie left to 
the order of the Chuich * you must understand that all external discipline 
IS not left to the older ol the Church, being particularly prescribed in 
the Scriptures • no moie than all ceremonies are left to the order of the 
Church, as the Sacrament of Baptism, and Suppei of the Loid.” T. C. 
lib 1 p. 32. [and 33. al. 19 WhitgL Def. ill J 
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and all ceremonies are left to the order of the Church, inas- 
much as the sacraments of Baptism and the Supper of 
the Lord are ceremonies, which yet the Church may not 
therefore abrogate Again, Excommunication is a part 
of external discipline, which might also be cast away, if all 
external discipline were arbitrary and in the choice of the 
Church. 

By which their answer it doth appear, that touching the 
names of ceremony and external discipline they gladly 
would have us so understood, as if we did herein contain a 
great deal more than we do. The fault which we find with 
them is, that they overmuch abridge the Church of her 
power in these things. Whereupon they recharge us, as if 
in these things we gave the Church a liberty which hath no 
limits or bounds ; as if all things which the name of 
discipline contameth were at the Church’s free choice ; so 
that we might either have church governors and govern- 
ment or want them, either retain or 1 eject church censures 
as we list. They wonder at us, as at men which think it so 
indifferent what the Church doth in matter of ceremonies, 
that it may be feared lest we judge the very Sacraments 
themselves to be held at the Church’s pleasure 

No, the name of ceremonies we do not use in so large 
a meaning as to bring Sacraments within the compass and 
reach thereof, although things belonging unto the outward 
form and seemly administration of them are contained in 
that name, even as we use it. For the name of ceremonies 
we use as they themselves do, when they speak after this 
sort : “ The doctrine and discipline of the Church, as the 
weightiest things, ought especially to be looked unto j but 
the ceremonies also, as mint and cummin, ought not to be 
neglected.” ^ Besides, in the matter of external discipline 
or regiment itself, we do not deny but there are some things 
whereto the church is bound till the world’s end. So as the 
question is only how far the bounds of the Church’s liberty 
do reach. We hold, that the power which the Church hath 
lawfully to make laws and orders for itself doth extend unto 
sundry things of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and such other 
matters, whereto their opinion is that the Church’s authority 
and power doth not reach. Whereas therefore in disputing 
against us about this point, they take their compass a great 
•deal wider than the truth of things can afford ; producing 
^ T. C. lib. 111. p. 171. 
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reasons and arguments by way of generality, to prove that 
Christ hath set down all things belonging any way unto the 
form of ordering his Church, and hath absolutely forbidden 
change by addition or diminution, great or small : (for so 
their manner of disputing is :) we are constrained to make 
our defence, by shewing that Christ hath not deprived his 
Church so far of all liberty in making orders and laws for 
itself, and that they themselves do not think he hath so done. 
For are they able to shew that all particular customs, rites, 
and orders of reformed churches have been appointed by 
Christ himself? No: they grant that in matter of circum- 
stance they alter that which they have received,^ but in 
things of substance they keep the laws of Christ without 
change. If we say the same in our own behalf (which surely 
we may do with a great deal more truth) then must they 
cancel all that hath been before alleged, and begin to 
inquire afresh, whether we retain the laws that Christ hath 
delivered concerning matters of substance, yea or no For 
our constant persuasion in this point is as theirs, that we 
have no where altered the laws of Christ farther than in such 
particularities only as have the nature of things changeable 
according to the difference of times, places, persons, and 
other the like circumstances. Christ hath commanded 
prayers to be made, sacraments to be ministered, his Church 
to be carefully taught and guided. Concerning every of 
these somewhat Christ hath commanded which must be 
kept till the world’s end. On the contrary side, in every of 
them somewhat there may be added, as the Church shall 
judge it expedient. So that if they will speak to purpose, 
all which hitherto hath been disputed of they must give 
over, and stand upon such particulars only as they can shew 
we have either added or abrogated otherwise than we ought, 
in the matter of church polity. Whatsoever Christ hath 
commanded for ever to be kept in his Church, the same 
we take not upon us to abrogate ; and whatsoever our laws 
have thereunto added besides, of such quality we hope it is 
as no law of Christ doth any wheie condemn. 

[14.] Wherefore that all may be laid together and gathered 

^ “We deny not l3ut certain things aie left to the oidei of the 
Church, because they aie of the nature of those which aie vaned by 
times, places, poisons, and othei circumstances, and so could not at 
once be set down and cstablislied for ever.” T. C. hb. 1. p 27 

[15] 
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into a narrow room First, so far forth as the Church is the 
mystical body of Christ and his invisible spouse, it needeth 
no external polity. That very part of the law divine which 
teacheth faith and works of righteousness is itself alone suffi- 
cient for the Church of God in that respect. But as the 
Church is a visible society and body politic, laws of polity it 
cannot want.^ 

[15] Secondly : Whereas therefore it cometh in the second 
place to be inquired, what laws are fittest and best for the 
Church ; they who first embraced that rigorous and strict 
opinion, which depriveth the Church of liberty to make any 
kind of law for herself, inclined as it should seem thereunto, 
for that they imagined all things which the Church doth 
without commandment of Holy Scripture subject to that 
reproof which the Scripture itself useth in certain cases ^ 
when divine authority ought alone to be followed. Here- 
upon they thought it enough for the cancelling of any kind 
of order whatsoever, to say, ‘‘ The word of God teacheth it 
not, it is a device of the brain of man, away with it there- 
fore out of the Church.’^ ^ St. Augustine was of another 
mind, who speaking of fasts on the Sunday saith,"^ That 
he which would choose out that day to fast on, should give 
thereby no small offence to the Church of God, which had 
received a contrary custom. For in these things, whereof 
the Scripture appointeth no certainty, the use of the people 
of God or the ordinances of our fathers must serve for a law. 
In which case if we will dispute, and condemn one sort by 
another’s custom, it will be but matter of endless contention ; 
where, forasmuch as the labour of reasoning shall hardly 
beat into men’s heads any certain or necessary truth, surely 
It standeth us upon to take heed, lest with the tempest of 
strife the biightness of charity and love be darkened ” 

If all things must be commanded of God which may be 
practised of his Church, I would know what commandment 

^ [Sec above, ch. 1 ] ® Lsa. x\ix. 14 ; C'ol. n. 22. 

[See above, ch 11. I.J 

^ August Ep 86 [al 36 t 11 68 “Quisquis hunc chem jcjmuo 
decernendum pulavent, . . non parvo scandalo ent EccIcsutc : nec 
immento. In his cnim rebus de quibus nihil ceiti slatiiil wScriptura 
divina, mos popuh Dei, vel instituta ma]orum pio lege tenenda sunt, 
De quibus si dispulare volueiimus, et ex aliorum consiudiuline alios 
improbare, onetur interminata hictalio : qu£e labore sermocinalionis cum 
certa documenta nulla vcritatis insinuet, utique cavendum est, ne 
tempestate contentionis seienilalem cantatis obnubilct.” 



Recapitulation 35 1 

the Gileadites had to erect that altar which is spoken of in 
the book of Joshua.^ Did not congruity of reason induce 
them thereunto, and suffice for defence of their fact? I 
would know what commandment the women of Israel had 
yearly to mourn and lament in the memory of Jephthah’s 
daughter; 2 what commandment the Jews had to celebrate 
their feast of Dedication, never spoken of in the law, yet 
solemnized even by our Saviour himself what command- 
ment finally they had for the ceiemonyof odours used about 
the bodies of the dead, after which custom notwithstanding 
(sith It was their custom) our Lord was contented that his 
own most precious body should be entombed.^ Wherefore 
to reject all orders of the Church which men have estab- 
lished, is to think worse of the law's of men in this respect, 
than either the judgment of wise men alloweth, or the law 
of God Itself will bear. 

[16.] Howbeit they which had once taken upon them to 
condemn all things done in the Church and not commanded 
of God to be done, saw it was necessary for them (continu- 
ing m defence of this their opinion) to hold that needs there 
must be in Scripture set dowm a complete particular form of 
church polity, a form prescribing how all the affairs of the 
Church must be ordered, a form m no respect lawful to be 
alteied by moital men.'"’ For reformation of which ovei- 
sight and error in them, there weie that thought it a part of 
Christian love and chanty to instruct them better,^ and to 
open unto them the difference between matters of perpetual 
necessity to all men's salvation, and matters of ecclesiastical 
polity: the one both fully and plainly taught in holy Scrip- 
luie, the other not necessary to be in such sort there 
prescribed ; the one not capable of any diminution or 
augmentation at all by men, the other apt to admit both. 
Hereupon the authors of the former opinion were presently 

• Josh. xxii. 10 jufiges xi. 40. « John x. 22. 

John XIX. 40. 

[I Adtnon, to the Pari fob i. ap Whitg. Def. 76 “Seeing that 
nothing in this mortal life is more diligently to he sought for, and caie- 
fully to he looked unto, than the lestiUilion of true lehgion, and lefoim- 
ation of (kxl’.s Church : it shall he your parts (dearly beloved) in this 
piescnt parliament assembled, as much as in you helh to promote the 
same, and to employ your whole labour and study not tmly in ahandon- 
ing all popish remiunils both in ceremonies and legmienl, hut also m 
bringing in niyl placing in God’s ('hurcli those things only, which the 
I.ord himself in his word comniandelh ”) 

^ f Vide Wliilgifi’s Answer to the Admonition, p. 20 29.] 
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seconded by other wittier and better learned/ who being 
loth that the form of church polity which they sought to 
bring in should be otherwise than in the highest degree 
accounted of, took ^ first an exception against the difference 
between church polity and matters of necessity unto salva- 
tion; ^ secondly, against the restraint of Scripture, which 
they say receiveth injury at our hands, when we teach that 
it teacheth not as well matters of polity as of faith and 
salvation.^ Thirdly, Constrained hereby we have been there- 
fore both to maintain that distinction, as a thing not only 
true in itself, but by them likewise so acknowledged, though 
unawares , ^ Fourthly, and to make manifest that from 
Scripture we offer not to derogate the least thing that truth 
thereunto doth claim, inasmuch as by us it is willingly con- 
fest, that the Scripture of God is a storehouse abounding 
with inestimable treasures of wisdom and knowledge in 
many kinds, over and above things in this one kind barely 
necessary ; yea, even that matters of ecclesiastical polity are 
not therein omitted, but taught also, albeit not so taught as 
those other things before-mentioned.^ For so perfectly are 
those things taught, that nothing can ever need to be added, 
nothing ever cease to be necessary ; these on the contrary 
side, as being of a far other nature and quality, not so strictly 
nor everlastingly commanded in Scripture, but that unto the 
complete form of church polity much may be requisite 
which the Scripture teacheth not, and much which it hath 
taught become unrequisite, sometime because we need not 
use it, sometime also because we cannot. In which respect 
for mine own part, although I see that certain reformed 
churches, the Scottish especially and French, have not that 
which best agreeth with the sacred Scripture,"^ I mean the 

^ [By this it should seem that Ilookci did not consider Caitwright 
himself as one of the anlhois of the Admonition ] 

^ [See above, ch. ii. 2 ] [T. C. i Rc])ly, p. 14 1 

[T. C. ibid 1 ^ (j 1 

^ [Saravia, De divei.sis Mimslroium (hadibus, Piol ad Lect. *M)e 
hoc novo Ecclcsiie icgendai inodo idem censeo, (piocl alii de hlpisco^ 
poiiim icgimine judicant ; nempe quod sit huniamis et ferendus, uhi 
alms melior obtineii non potest : el contia ille (pii improbatur tan(|nain 
humanus miln vidctur esse divinus ; utpote (|;ni lam in Vcteii (luam in 
JMovo Testamento a Deo sit mstitutus.” Sutcliffe, h'alse Semblant ol 
counteifeit Discipline detected, ]) 8 “ Wc say, that so much as Cbust 

hath appointed to be observed, as that thcie be pastors to tem'b, and a 
certain government, and such like discipline, is diligtmlly to be kept. 
Where lie hath left it fice, there the governois ol‘ the Church, 
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government that is by Bishops, inasmuch as both those 
churches are fallen under a different kind of regiment , 
which to remedy it is for the one altogether too late, and too 
soon for the other during their present affliction and trouble: ^ 
this their defect and imperfection I had rather lament in 
such case than exagitate, considering that men oftentimes 
without any fault of their own may be driven to want that 
kind of polity or regiment which is best, and to content 
themselves with that, which either the irremediable error 
of former times, or the necessity of the present hath cast 
upon them. 

[17.] Fifthly, Now because that position first-mentioned, 
which holdeth it necessary that all things which the Church 
may lawfully do m her own regiment be commanded in holy 
Scripture, hath by the later defenders thereof been greatly 
qualified , who, though perceiving it to be over-extreme, are 
notwithstanding loth to acknowledge any oversight therein, 
and therefore labour what they may to salve it by construc- 
tion; we have for the more perspicuity delivered what 
was thereby meant at the first : ^ sixthly, how injurious a 
thing it were unto all the churches of God for men to hold 
it in that meaning . ^ seventhly, and how imperfect their 
interpretations are who so much labour to help it, either by 
dividing commandments of Scripture into two kinds, and so 
defending that all things must be commanded, if not in 
special yet in general precepts ; ^ eighthly, or by taking it as 
meant, that m case tlic Church do devise any new order, 
she ought therein to follow the direction of Scripture only, 
and not any starlight of man’s reason.^ Ninthly, both which 
evasions being cut off, we have in the next place declared 
after what sort the Church may lawfully frame to herself 
laws of polity, and in what reckoning such positive laws both 
are with God and should be with men.^^ Tenthly, further- 


Chri&tian princes and bishops may set orders and see the same 
executed : and the orders appointed by Christ, and canons and 
customs of the Church, we call ecclesiastical discipline: and this we 
account to be changeable so far lorili as is not by Christ commanded to 


be kept ”1 

1 [The first part of Hooker^s work was licensed to the press, March 
9, 1592-3. The affliction meant is therefore the civil war in h'rance, 
not the secession from jirotestantism of Henry IV. • which was not 
made known till after June that year, Davila, lib. xiii. p» 697, comp, 
p. 692. Venice, 1692.J 

[In ch. V, 1 ^ [In ch, vi.] [In ch. vil] 

» [In ch. viii.] « [In ch. ix,] 
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more, because to abridge the liberty of the Church in this 
behalf, it hath been made a thing very odious, that when 
God himself hath devised some certain laws and committed 
them to sacred Scripture, man by abrogation, addition, or 
any way, should presume to alter and change them ; it was 
of necessity to be examined, whether the authority of God 
in making, or his care in committing those his laws unto 
Scripture, be sufficient arguments to prove that God doth in 
no case allow they should suffer any such kind of change.^ 
Eleventhly, the last refuge for proof that divine law^s of 
Christian church polity may not be altered by extinguish- 
ment of any old or addition of new in that kind, is partly a 
marvellous strange discourse, that Christ (unless he should 
shew himself not so faithful as Moses, or not so wise as 
Lycurgus and Solon 2) must needs have set down in holy 
Scripture some certain complete and unchangeable form of 
polity ; ^ and partly a coloured show of some evidence wheie 
change of that sort of laws may seem expressly forbidden, 
although in tiuth nothing less be done.^ 

[i8] I might have added hereunto then moie familiar 
and popular disputes, as, The Chuich is a city, yea, the city 
of the great King ; and the life of a city is polity : The 
Church is the house of the living God ; and what house can 
there be without some order for the government of it ? In 
the royal house of a prince there must be officers for govern- 
ment, such as not any servant in the house but the prince 
whose the house is shall judge convenient. So the house of 
God must have oiders for the government of it, such as not 
any of the household but God himself hath appointed. It 
cannot stand with the love and wisdom of God to leave such 
order untaken as is necessary for the due government of his 
Church. The numbers, degrees, orders, and attire of 
Solomon's servants, did shew his wisdom ; therefore he 
which IS greater than Solomon hath not failed to leave in his 
house such orders for government thereof, as may serve to 
be a looking-glass for his providence, care, and wisdom, to 

[In ch X.] 

“Nisj reip- suoe statum omnem constituent, magistratus oidinarit, 
smgulorum mimera potestatemque clesciipscnt, (pue jucliciorum forique 
ratio habenda, quomoclo civium finicncliv lites : non solum minus 
Kcclesim Chustiance proviclit quam Moses ohm Judaicne, seel <|uam a 
Lycurgo, Solone, Numa, civitatilms suis piosjiectum sit.” Lil). dc 
Kcrlcsiasl. Discij) jfol, 8, oi p. lOofT. C.’.s translation.! 

•> [Inch. XI i^8.J 
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be seen in.^ That little spark of the light of nature which 
remameth in us may serve us for the affairs of this life. 
“ But as in all other matters concerning the kingdom of 
heaven, so principally in this which concerneth the very gov- 
ernment of that kingdom, needful it is we should be taught 
of God. As long as men are persuaded of any order that it 
IS only of men, they presume of their own understanding, 
and they think to devise another not only as good, but 
better than that which they have received. By severity of 
punishment this presumption and curiosity may be 
restrained. But that cannot work such cheerful obedience 
as IS yielded where the conscience hath respect to God as 
the author of laws and orders. This was it which counten- 
anced the laws of Moses, made concerning outward polity 
for the administration of holy things. The like some law- 
givers of the heathens did pretend, but falsely; yet wisely 
discerning the use of this persuasion. For the better 
obedience’ sake therefore it was expedient that God should 
be author of the polity of his Church.” 

[19.] But to what issue doth all this come ? A man would 
think that they which hold out with such discourses were of 
nothing more fully persuaded than of this, that the Scripture 
hath set down a complete form of church polity, universal, 
perpetual, altogether unchangeable. For so it would follow, 
if the premises were sound and strong to such effect as is 
pretended. Notwithstanding, they which have thus formally 
maintained argument in defence of the first oversight, are by 
the very evidence of truth themselves constrained to make 
this in effect their conclusion, that the Scripture of God hath 
many things concerning church polity ; that of those many 
some are of greater weight, some of less ; that what hath 
been urged as touching immutability of laws, it extendeth in 
truth no farther than only to laws wherein things of greater 

^ fEcxl. Disc. fol. 1^3. Chiistianiie Ecclesuc, tanqiiam clomus Dei 
(ill II Paulo a})peUatur) otfcovofilap qui attenlius et accuratius considera- 
vcMil, animadvertet profeclo inciedibilem (piandam illam in omnibus ejus 
])arlil)us et divinam sapientiam, ac tanto <|uidcm ilia Salomonis in sana 
nistoiw magis admirahilem, cjuaiito sapienlior Salomone fueiit <.{111 
omucm lui)us domu.s ordinem lationemquc descupsit Hive emm nnnis- 
Ironim ordines, sive accubilUsS, sive vurium pio cujusque dignilate orna- 
turn cl habit um considcu'cimtH, quod ad K<'clesi,e non inodo salutcm 
conservandam, sed (‘tiain dignilntiMu illusliandam ornandamciuc aut 
prudcnlcr cx('f)gitari, aut cum judicio tilciuc lationc disponi coUocnn(|uc 
potucril ; (|uid in hac icipuratiu i’'”j 
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moment are prescribed. Now those things of greater 
moment, what are they? Forsooth/ “doctors, pastors, lay- 
elders, elderships compounded of these three ; synods, con- 
sisting of many elderships ; deacons, women-church-servants 
or widows; free consent of the people unto actions of 
greatest moment, after they be by churches or synods 
orderly resolved.^^ All “this form of polity (if yet we may 
term that a form of building, when men have laid a few 
rafters together, and those not all of the soundest neither) 
but howsoever, all this form they conclude is prescribed in 
such sort, that to add to it any thing as of like importance 
(for so I think they mean) or to abrogate of it any thing at 
all, is unlawful. In which resolution if they will firmly and 
constantly persist, I see not but that concerning the points 
which hitherto have been disputed of, they must agree that 
they have molested the Church with needless opposition, 
and henceforward as we said before betake themselves 
wholly unto the trial of particulars, whether every of those 
things which they esteem as principal, be either so esteemed 
of, or at all established for perpetuity in holy Scripture ; and 
whether any particular thing in our church polity be received 
other than the Scripture alio we th of, either in greater things 
or in smaller. 

[20.] The matters wherein church polity is conversant are 
the public religious duties of the Church, as the administia- 
tion of the word and sacraments, prayers, spiritual censures, 
and the like. To these the Church standeth always bound. 
Laws of polity, are laws which appoint in what manner these 
duties shall be performed. 

In performance whereof because all that are of the Church 
cannot jointly and equally work, the first thing in polity 
required is a difference of persons in the Church, without 
which difference those functions cannot in orderly sort be 
executed. Hereupon we hold that God’s clergy are a state, 
which hath been and will be, as long as there is a Church 
upon earth, necessary by the plain word of God himself ; 
a state wheieunto the rest of God’s people must be subject 
as touching things that appertain to their soul’s health. For 
where polity is, it cannot but appoint some to be leaders of 
others, and some to be led by others. “ If the blind lead the 
blind, they both perish.”^ It is with the clergy, if their 

^ The Defence of Godly Ministers against D, Bridges, p. 133. 

Luke VI. 39. 
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persons be respected, even as it is with other men ; their 
quality many times far beneath that which the dignity of 
their place requireth. Howbeit according to the order of 
polity, they being the “ lights of the world, ^ others (though 
better and wiser) must that way be subject unto them. 

Again, forasmuch as where the clergy are any great mul- 
titude, order doth necessarily require that by degrees they 
be distinguished , we hold there have ever been and ever 
ought to be in such case at leastwise two sorts of ecclesi- 
astical persons, the one suboidinate unto the other ; as to 
the Apostles in the beginning, and to the Bishops always 
since, we find plainly both in Scripture and in all 
ecclesiastical records, other ministers of the word and 
sacraments have been. 

Moreovei, it cannot enter into any man’s conceit to think 
It lawful, that every man which listeth should take upon him 
charge in the Church ; and therefore a solemn admittance is 
of such necessity, that without it there can be no church 
polity. 

A number of particularities there are, which make for the 
more convenient being of these principal and perpetual 
parts in ecclesiastical polity, but yet are not of such constant 
use and necessity m God’s Church. Of this kind are, times 
and places appointed for the exercise of religion ; specialties 
belonging to the public solemnity of the word, the sacra- 
ments, and piayer, the enlargement or abridgment of 
lunclions ministerial depending upon those two principals 
before-mentioned; to conclude, even whatsoever doth by 
way of formality and circumstance concern any public action 
of the Church. Now although that which the Scripture 
hath of things m the former kind be for ever permanent : 
yet in the latter both much of that which the Scripture 
teacheth is not always needful ; and much the Church of 
God shall always need which the Scripture teacheth not 

So as the form of polity by them set down for perpetuity 
is three ways faulty : faulty in omiUmg some things which 
in Scripture arc of that nature, as namely the difference that 
ought to be of pastors when they grow to any great multi- 
tude : faulty in requiring doctors, deacons, widows, and such 
like, as tilings of perpetual necessity by the law of God, 
which in truth arc nothing less : faulty also in urging some 
things by Scripture immutable, as their lay-ciders, which the 

••• Matt. V, 14. 
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Scripture neither maketh immutable nor at all teacheth, for 
any thing either we can as yet find or they have hitherto 
been able to prove. But hereof more in the books that 
follow. 

[21.] As for those marvellous discourses whereby they 
adventure to argue that God must needs have done the thing 
which they imagine was to be done ; I must confess I have 
often wondered at their exceeding boldness herein. When 
the question is whether God have delivered in Scripture (as 
they affirm he hath) a complete, particular, immutable 
form of church polity, why take they that other both pre- 
sumptuous and superfluous labour to prove he should have 
done it; there being no way in this case to prove the deed 
of God, saving only by producing that evidence wherein 
he hath done it But if there be no such thing apparent 
upon record, they do as if one should demand a legacy by 
force and virtue of some written testament, wherein there 
being no such thing specified, he pleadeth that there it must 
needs be, and bringeth arguments fiom the love or good- 
will which always the testator bore him; imagining, that 
these or the like proofs will convict a testament to have that 
in it which other men can no where by reading find. In 
matters which concern the actions of God, the most dutiful 
way on our part is to search what God hath done, and with 
meekness to admire that, rather than to dispute what he in 
congruity of reason ought to do. The ways which he hath 
whereby to do all things for the greatest good of his Church 
are more in number than we can search, other in nature than 
that we should presume to determine which of many should 
be the fittest for him to choose, till such time as we sec he 
hath chosen of many some one ; which one we then may 
boldly conclude to be the fittest, because he hath taken it 
before the rest. When we do otherwise, surely we exceed 
our bounds , who and where we are we forget ; and there- 
fore needful it is that our pride in such cases be controlled, 
and our disputes beaten back with those demands of the 
blessed Apostle, “How unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out ! Who hath known the mind 
of the Lord, or who w^as his counsellor ? ” ^ 

^ Rom. xi. 33, 34. 
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CONCERNING THEIR THIRD ASSERTION, THxAT OUR FORM OF 
CHURCH POLITY IS CORRUPTED WITH POPISH ORDERS, 
RITES, AND CEREMONIES, BANISHED OUT OF CERTAIN 
REFORMED CHURCHES, WHOSE EXAMPLE THEREIN WE 
OUGHT TO HAVE FOLLOWED 


THE MATTER CONTAINED IN THIS FOURTH BOOK 

I How great use Ceremonies have m the Church 

II The first thing they blame in the kind of our Ceremonies is, that we 

have not m them ancient apostolical simplicity, but a gi eater 
pomp and stateliness. 

III. The second, that so many of them aie the same which the Church 

of Rome useth , and the reasons which they bring to prove them 
for that cause blame- worthy. 

IV. IIow when they go about to expound what Popish Ceremonies 

they mean, they contiadict their own arguments against Popish 
Ceremonies. 

V. An answer to the argument whereby they would prove, that sith we 

allow the customs of our fathers to be followed, we therefore may 
not allow such customs as the Church of Rome hath, because we 
cannot account of them which are of that Chuich as of our 
fathers. 

VI. To their allegation, that the course of God’s own wisdom doth 

make against our confoimity with the Church of Rome in such 
things. 

vn. To the example of the eldest Chmchcs which they biing foi the 
same purpose. 

VIIL That it IS not our best polity (as they pretend it is) for establish- 
ment of sound religion, to have in these things no agi eement with 
the Church of Rome being unsound. 

IX. That neither the Papists uphraidiug us as furnished out of Iheir 

store, nor any hopcj which m that respect they aie said to con- 
ceive, doth make any moie against our ceremonies than the 
former allegations have done 

X. The grief which they say godly brethren conceive at such ceiemonies 

as we have common with the Church of Rome. 

XI. The third thing for which they reprove a gieat part of oiu ceie- 

monies is, for that as we have them fiomthe Church of Rome, so 
that Chuich had them from the Jews. 

XII. The fourth, for that sundry of them have been (they say) abused 

unto idolatry, and arc by that mean become scandalous. 

XIII. The fifth, lor that we retain them still, notwithstanding the 
example of ceitain Churches leformed before us, which have cast 
them out, 

XIV. A declaration of the proceedings of the Church of England for the 
establishment of things as they aie. 
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L Such was the ancient simplicity and softness of spiiit 
which sometimes pievailed in the world, that they whose 
words were even as oracles amongst men, seemed evermore 
loth to give sentence against any thing publicly received 
in the Church of God, except it were wonderful apparently 
evil , for that they did not so much incline to that severity 
which delighteth to reprove the least things it seeth amiss, 
as to that charity which is unwilling to behold any thing 
that duty bindeth it to reprove. The state of this present 
age, wherein zeal hath drowned charity, and skill meekness, 
will not now suffer any man to marvel, whatsoever he shall 
hear reproved by whomsoever. Those rites and ceremonies 
of the Church therefore, which are the selfsame now that 
they were when holy and virtuous men maintained them 
against profane and deriding adversaries, her own children 
have at this day in derision. Whether justly or no, it shall 
then appear, when all things are heard which they have to 
allege against the outward received orders of this church. 
Which inasmuch as themselves do compare unto ‘‘mint 
and cummin,’^ ^ granting them to be no part of those things 
which in the matter of polity are weightier, we hope that 
for small things their strife will neither be earnest nor long. 

[2.] The sifting of that which is objected against the 
orders of the Church in particular, doth not belong unto 
this place. Here we are to discuss only those general 
exceptions, which have been taken at any time against 
them. 

First therefore to the end that their nature and the use 
whereunto they serve may plainly appear, and so aftei wards 
their quality the better be discerned; we aie to note, that 
in every grand or main public duty which God requireth at 
the hands of his Church, there is, besides that matter and 
form wherein the essence thereof consisteth, a certain out- 
ward fashion whereby the same is in decent sort adminis- 
tered The substance of all religious actions is delivered 
from God himself in few words. For example's sake in the 
sacraments.^ “Unto the element let the word be added, 

Matt, xxiii 23. ‘ ‘ The doctrine and discipline of the Church, as 

the weightiest things, ought especially to be looked unto : but the 
ceremonies also, as ‘mint and cummin,’ ought not to he neglected.” 
T. C L lii. p. 171. 

“ [In Joan. Tiact. So. § 3. t. iii. pars n. 703. vos mundi 

estis propter veibum quod locutus sum vobis ’ Qua re non ait, ‘ mundi 
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and they both do make a sacrament,” saith St. Augustine. 
Baptism is given by the element of water, and that prescript 
form of words which the Church of Christ doth use ; the 
sacrament of the body and blood of Christ is administered 
in the elements of bread and wine, if those mystical words 
be added thereunto. But the due and decent form of 
administering those holy sacraments doth require a great 
deal more. 

[3.] The end which is aimed at in setting down the out- 
ward form of all religious actions is the edification of the 
Chuich. Now men are edified, when either their under- 
standing is taught somewhat whereof in such actions it 
behoveth all men to consider, or when their hearts are 
moved with any affection suitable thereunto ; when their 
minds are in any sort stirred up unto that reverence, de- 
votion, attention, and due regard, which in those cases 
seemeth requisite. Because therefore unto this purpose 
not only speech but sundry sensible means besides have 
always been thought necessary^ and especially those means 
which being object to the eye, the liveliest and the most 
apprehensive sense of all other, have in that respect seemed 
the fittest to make a deep and a strong impression: from 
hence have risen not only a number of prayers, readings, 
questionings, exhortings, but even of visible signs also , 
which being used in perfoimance of holy actions, are 
undoubtedly most effectual to open such matter, as men 
when they know and remember carefully, must needs be 
a great deal the better informed to what effect such duties 
serve. We must not think but that there is some ground 
of reason even in nature, whereby it cometh to pass that 
no nation under heaven either doth or ever did suffei 
public actions which are of weight, whether they be civil 
and temporal or else spiritual and sacred, to pass without 
some visible solemnity : the very strangeness whereof and 
difference from that which is common, doth cause popular 
eyes to observe and to mark the same. Words, both 
because they are common, and do not so strongly move the 
fancy of man, are for the most part but slightly heard : and 
therefore with singular wisdom it hath been provided, that 

estis propter baplisnuim quo loti eslis,’ nisi quia et in lupiu veibuni 
munclat ? Detrahe verbum, et (juid c&l at^ua nisi aqua ? Accedit ver- 
bum ad elemenlura, et fit sacramentuni, eliam ip.sum tanquam visibilo 
verbum.’’] 
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the deeds of men which are made in the presence of 
witnesses' should pass not only with words, but also 
with certain sensible actions, the memory whereof is 
far more easy and durable than the memory of speech 
can be. 

The things which so long experience of all ages hath 
confirmed and made profitable, let not us presume to 
condemn as follies and toys, because we sometimes know 
not the cause and reason of them. A wit disposed to 
scorn whatsoever it doth not conceive, might ask wherefore 
Abraham should say to his servant, Put thy hand under 
my thigh and swear : ^ was it not sufficient for his servant 
to shew the religion of an oath by naming the Lord God 
of heaven and earth, unless that strange ceremony were 
added ? In contracts, bargains, and conveyances, a man’s 
word is a token sufficient to express his will. Yet this 
was the ancient manner in Israel concerning redeeming 
and exchanging, to establish all things ; a man did pluck 
off his shoe and give it his neighbour ^ and^ this was a sure 
witness in Israel.’^ ^ Amongst the Romans in their making 
of a bondman free, was it not wondered wherefore so great 
ado should be made ^ The master to present his slave m 
some court, to take him by the hand, and not onlj^ to say 
in the hearing of the public magistrate, “ I will that this 
man become free,’^ but after these solemn words uttered, to 
strike him on the cheek, to turn him round, the hair of his 
head to be shaved off, the magistrate to touch him thrice 
with a rod, in the end a cap and a white garment to 
be given him. To what purpose all this circumstance ? ^ 
Amongst the tiebrews how strange and in outward ap- 
pearance almost against reason, that he which was minded 
to make himself a perpetual servant, should not only testify 
so much in the presence of the judge, but for a visible 
token thereof have also his ear bored through with an 
awle 1 ^ It were an infinite labour to prosecute these 
things so far as they might be exemplified both in civil and 
religious actions. For in both they have their necessary 
use and force. The sensible things which religion hath 
hallowed, are resemblances framed according to things 

^ Ccn. XXIV. 2 . ^ Ruth iv. 7. 

» [Sec Fergus, Sal. V. 75, &c, Festus, voc. manuniitU. Isidor, 
Orig ix. 4 ] 

Exod. XXI. 6. 
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Spiritually understood, whereunto they serve as a hand to 
lead, and a way to direct.'^ ^ 

[4,] And whereas it may peradventure be objected, that 
to add to religious duties such rites and ceremonies as are 
significant, is to institute new Sacraments ; ^ sure I am they 
will not say that Numa Pompilius did ordain a sacrament, 
a significant ceremony he did ordain, in commanding the 
priests to execute the work of their divine service with 
their hands as far as to the fingers covered; thereby 
signifying that fidelity must be defended, and that men’s 
right hands are the sacred seat thereof”^ Again we are 
also to put them in mind, that themselves do not hold all 
significant ceremonies for sacraments, insomuch as impos- 
ition of hands they deny to be a sacrament, and yet they 
give thereunto a forcible signification, for concerning it 
their words are these : The party ordained by this 

ceremony was put in mind of his separation to the work of 
the Lord, that remembering himself to be taken as it were 
with the hand of God from amongst others, this might teach 
him not to account himself now his own, nor to do what 
himself listeth, but to consider that God hath set him about 
a work, which if he will discharge and accomplish, he may 
at the hands of God assure himself of reward ; and if 
otherwise, of revenge.”^ Touching significant ceremonies, 
some of them are sacraments, some as sacraments only. 
Sacraments are those which are signs and tokens of some 
general promised giace, which always really descendeth 
from God unto the soul that duly receiveth them ; other 
significant tokens are only as Sacraments, yet no Sacra- 

^ fMkv alaOTirSos leph rSov voif]Tcov h'lreucovicriJLara, fca\ avr^ 
jdiyia KoX Dionys. p. 12X. [cle Keel. Hierarch, c 2. No. 3 § 2. 

t. 1. 255. Antverp. 1634 ] 

^ [Bee Beza’s Letter to Gnnclall in Aclm. 5. “ They sinned iighte 

grecvously, as often as they liroiight any Sacramentalles (that is to say, 
any ceiemomes to import signification of spiiitual things) into the 
Church of God.”j 

Manu ad digitos usque involuta rem divinam facere, significant es 
fidein tulandam, sedciiKiue cjus etiam in dextns saciatam esse.” Liv. 
lib. i [c. 21. J 

Eccles. disc. fol. 51. Desigmitus har ceremonia monchatur se 
ad opus Domini separari, et e leliquo pojnilo ad illam procurationem 
Dei ip.sius manu quasi dccerpi aUtue delibari ; ut jam non amplius sc 
sui juris esse sciiet, ut agat quod velit, sed a Deo ad opus suum adlnb- 
itum, cujus ilium perfecti atcpic absoluti remunerato rem, conlempti 
autem et ncglecti ultorem alque vmdicem habitmus esset.”] 
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ments: which is not our distinction, but theirs. For 
concerning the Apostles’ imposition of hands these are 
their own words, manuum signum hoc et quasi Sacra- 
mentum usurparunt ; ” “ they used this sign, or as it were 
sacrament.” ^ 

II. Concerning rites and ceremonies there may be fault, 
either in the kind or in the number and multitude of them. 
The first thing blamed about the kind of ours is, that in 
many things we have departed from the ancient simplicity 
of Christ and his Apostles; we have embraced more 
outward stateliness, we have those orders in the exeicise 
of religion, which they who best pleased God and served 
him most devoutly never had. For it is out of doubt that 
the first state of things was best, that in the prime of 
Christian religion faith was soundest, the Scriptures of God 
were then best understood by all men, all parts of godliness 
did then most abound , and therefore it must needs follow, 
that customs, laws, and ordinances devised since are not so 
good for the Church of Christ, but the best way is to cut 
off later inventions, and to reduce things unto the ancient 
state wherein at the first they were.^ Which rule or canon 
we hold to be either uncertain or at leastwise unsufficient, 
if not both.^ 

[2 ] For in case it be certain, hard it cannot be for them 
to shew us, where we shall find it so exactly set down, that 
we may say without all controversy, ‘‘ these were the orders 
of the Apostles’ times, these wholly and only, neither fewer 
nor more than these.” True it is that many things of this 
nature be alluded unto, yea many things declared, and 
many things necessarily collected out of the Apostles’ 
writings. But is it necessary that all the orders of the 
Church which were then in use should be contained in 
their books ? Surely no. For if the tenor of thcii writings 
be well observed, it shall unto any man easily appear, that 
no more of them are there touched than were needful to be 
spoken of, sometimes by one occasion and sometimes by 
another. Will they allow then of any other records 
besides ? Well assured I am they are far enough^ from 
acknowledging that the Church ought to keep any thing as 
apostolical, which is not found in the Apostles’ writings, 
in what other records soever it be found. And therefore 

^ I'ol. 52. Lib Kcclcs. Disc, ct T. C. hb. Hi, p. i8i. 

[Sec before, Preface, iv. 4.J 
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whereas St. Augustine affirm eth that those things which 
the whoie Church of Christ doth hold, may well be 
thought to be apostolical although they be not found 
written ; ^ this his judgment they utterly condemn. I 
will not here stand in defence of St. Augustine’s opinion, 
which is, that such things are indeed apostolical, but yet 
with this exception ; unless the decree of some general 
council have haply caused them to be received : ^ for of 
positive laws and orders received throughout the whole 
Christian world, St. Augustine could imagine no other 
fountain save these two. But to let pass St. Augustine ; 
they who condemn him herein must needs confess it a very 
uncertain thing what the orders of the Church were in the 
Apostles’ times, seeing the Scriptures do not mention them 
all, and other records thereof besides they utterly reject. 
So that in tying the Church to the orders of the Apostles’ 
times, they tie it to a marvellous uncertain rule; unless 
they require the observation of no orders but only those 
which are known to be apostolical by the Apostles’ own 
writings. But then is not this their rule of such sufficiency, 
that we should use it as a touchstone to try the orders of 
the Church by for ever. 

[3.] Our end ought always to be the same ; our ways and 
means thereunto not so. The glory of God and the good 
of his Church was the thing which the Apostles aimed at, 
and therefore ought to be the mark whereat we also level. 
But seeing those rites and orders may be at one time more 
which at another are less available unto that purpose, what 
reason is there in these things to urge the state of one only 
age as a pattern for all to follow ? It is not I am right sure 
their meaning, that we should now assemble our people to 
serve God in close and secret meetings ; or that common 
brooks or rivers should be used for places of baptism ; or 

’ Tom vii. do Bapl. contra Donalisl. lib. v. 23. ft. K'- 156. 
“ Apostob nihi] cxinde prmceperunt * seel consueliido ilia (puo oppone- 
batur ('ypiiano ab corum Iraditione exoidium sumpsissc ciodenda csl, 
sicut sunt mulla (pm universa tenet Kcclesla, et ob hoc ab AposloUs 
prmcopta bene credunlur, quanquam scripta non repenantur.”] T. Cb 
1. 1. p. 31. [ i8.T ** If tbi.s judgment of 81 . Augustine be a good judg- 
ment and sound, then there be some things commanded ot Clod which 
are not m the Schpturcs ; and theielore there is no subicient doctiim^ 
contained ni Scripture wheieby we may be saved For all the com- 
mandments of (kid and of the Apostles aie needful for om salvation,” 
Vide Kp. n8, [al 54. t. ii, 124. A. | 
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that the Eucharist should be ministered after meat ; or that 
the custom of church feasting should be renewed ; or that 
all kind of standing provision for the ministry should be 
utterly taken away, and their estate made again dependent 
upon the voluntary devotion of men. In these things they 
easily perceive how unfit that were for the present, which 
was for the first age convenient enough. The faith, zeal, 
and godliness of former times is worthily had in honour , 
but doth this prove that the orders of the Church of Christ 
must be still the selfsame with theirs, that nothing may be 
which was not then, or that nothing which then was may 
lawfully since have ceased? They who lecall the Church 
unto that which was at the first, must necessarily set bounds 
and limits unto their speeches If any thing have been 
received repugnant unto that which was first delivered, the 
first things in this case must stand, the last give place unto 
them. But where difference is without repugnancy, that 
which hath been can be no prejudice to that which is. 

[4.] Let the state of the people of God when they were in 
the house of bondage, and their manner of serving God in a 
strange land, be compared with that which Canaan and 
Jerusalem did afford, and who seeth not what huge differ- 
ence there was between them ? In Egypt it may be they 
were right glad to take some corner of a poor cottage, and 
there to serve God upon their knees, peradventure covered 
m dust and straw sometimes. Neither were they therefore 
the less accepted of God, but he was with them in all their 
afflictions, and at the length by working of their admirable 
deliverance did testify, that they served him not in vain. 
Notwithstanding in the very desert they are no sooner 
possest of some little thing of their own, but a tabernacle 
IS required at their hands. Being planted in the land of 
Canaan, and having David to be their king, when the Lord 
had given him rest from all his enemies, it grieved his 
religious mind to consider the growth of his own estate and 
dignity, the affairs of religion continuing still in their former 
manner : Behold now I dwell in an house of cedar-trees, 
and the ark of God remaineth still within curtains.”-^ 
What he did purpose it was the pleasure of God that 
Solomon his son should perform, and perform it in manner 
suitable unto their present, not their ancient estate and con- 
dition. For which cause Solomon writeth unto the king of 
^ z Sam. vii, 2, 
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Tyrus, “ The house which I build is great and wonderful, 
for great is our God above all gods.” ^ Whereby it clearly 
appeareth that the orders of the Church of God may be 
acceptable unto him, as well being framed suitable to the 
greatness and dignity of later, as when they keep the 
reverend simplicity of ancienter times. Such dissimilitude 
therefore between us and the Apostles of Christ in the order 
of some outward things is no argument of default. 

III. Yea, but we have framed ourselves to the customs 
of the church of Rome ; our orders and ceremonies are 
papistical. It is espied that our church founders were not 
so careful as in this matter they should have been, but con- 
tented themselves with such discipline as they took from the 
church of Rome ^ Their error we ought to reform by 
abolishing all popish orders. There must be no com- 
munion nor fellowship with Papists, neither in doctrine^ 
ceremonies, nor government. It is not enough that we are 
divided from the church of Rome by the single wall of doc- 
trine, retaining as we do part of their ceremonies and almost 
their whole government ; but government or ceremonies or 
whatsoever it be which is popish, away with it. This is the 
thing they require in us, the utter relinquishment of all 
things popish. 

Wherein to the end we may answer them according unto 
their plain direct meaning, and not take advantage of 
doubtful speech, whereby controversies grow always end- 
less ; their mam position being this, that “ nothing should 
be placed in the Church but what God in his word hath 
commanded,'’ ‘‘ they must of necessity hold all for popish 
which the church of Rome hath over and besides this. By 
popish orders, ceremonies, and government they must 
therefore mean m every of these so much as the church of 
Rome hath embraced without commandment of God’s word : 

^ 2 C'hron h. 5. 

Ikxlcs. Disc. fol. 12. Video archilectos Ecclcsipe nostnv in ea 
icslamanda soli doclunx inlentos, dc disciplma non laboiasse, el lalem 
fere ciualcm u PapisUs accepciml letinere.”] T. C. hb. 1. p. 131. 
[102. Del 47^1.1 

’’ T. C. i. 20. [al. 8, 9. ap Def. 54. ** Judge whether they he more 

joined with the Papists which would have no communion with them, 
neither in ceiemonic\s, noi doctrine, nor government ; or they which 
foLsakuig then doctiinc letain part of theii ceremonies and almost all 
their government ; that is, they that sejiarate themselves by three walls 
01 l)y one.” ] 

^ T. C. i. 25. [al 13. Del 76. from Answ. 20, J 
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SO that whatsoever such thing we have, if the church of 
Rome hath it also, it goeth under the name of those things 
that are popish, yea although it be lawful, although agreeable 
to the word of God. For so they plainly affirm, saying,^ 
“ Although the forms and ceremonies which they (the 
church of Rome) used were not unlawful, and that they 
contained nothing which is not agreeable to the word of 
God, yet notwithstanding neither the word of God, nor 
reason, nor the examples of the eldest churches both 
Jewish and Christian do permit us to use the same forms 
and ceremonies, being neither commanded of God, neither 
such as there may not as good as they, and rather better, be 
established ’’ The question therefore is, whether we may 
follow the church of Rome in those orders, rites, and 
ceremonies, wherein we do not think them blameable, or 
else ought to devise others, and to have no conformity with 
them, no not so much as in these things In this sense and 
construction therefore as they affirm, so we deny, that what- 
soever is popish we ought to abrogate. 

[2.] Their arguments to prove that generally all popish 
orders and ceremonies ought to be clean abolished, are in 
sum these : ^ “ First, whereas we allow the judgment of 
St. Augustine, that touching those things of this kind which 
are not commanded or forbidden in the Scripture, we are to 
observe the custom of the people of God and decree of our 
forefathers ; ^ how can we retain the customs and constitu- 
tions of the papists in such things, who were neither the 
people of God nor our forefathers ? Secondly,'^ ‘‘ although 
the forms and ceremonies of the chuich of Rome were not 
unlawful, neither did contain any thing which is not agree- 
able to the word of God, yet neither the word of God, nor 
the examples of the eldest churches of God, nor reason, do 
permit us to use the same, they being heretics aiid so near 
about us^ and their orders being neither commanded of God, 
nor yet such but that as good or rather bettei may be estab- 
lished.” It is against the word of God to have conformity 
with the church of Rome in such things, as appearcth m 
that the wisdom of God hath thought it a good way to 
keep his people from infection of idolatry and superstition, 
by severing them from idolaters in outward ceremonies, and 
therefore hath forbidden them to do things which are in 


1 T. C. lib. 


P’. [102*] 
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themselves very lawful to be done.’’ And further, whereas 
the Lord was careful to sever them by ceremonies from other 
nations, yet was he not so careful to sever them from any as 
from the Egyptians amongst whom they lived, and from 
those nations which were next neighbours unto them, 
because from them was the greatest fear of infection ” So 
that following the course which the wisdom of God doth 
teach, ^ “ It were more safe for us to conform our indifferent 
ceremonies to the Turks which are far off, than to the 
papists which are so near.” 

Touching the example of the eldest churches of God; in 
one council it was decreed, “that^ Christians should not 
deck their houses with bay leaves and green boughs, 
because the Pagans did use so to do ; and that they should 
not rest from their labours those days that the Pagans did ; 
that they should not keep the first day of every month as 
they did. ^ Another council decreed that Christians should 

^ T C lib. 1 p 132. [103. and Eccl. Disc. fol. 100 “A qmbus 
nos tanlo inagis recedere et abhorreie debiieramus, quanto graviiis peri- 
culum nobis ab ilhs quam ab aliis hoeieticis, quod inter eos versamur, 
imnnneal Qua ratione eliam Dominus m Cananseos atiocius quam m 
lelkiuos idololalias satviri voluit.”] 

^ Tom. 11 [Ed. Sum ] Braca. 73. [Capitula Martini Episc. Bracar. 
A.D 572 111 Concil t. V. 913. “Non hceat iniquas observationes 
ageie Kalendarum, et otiis vacare gentilibus, neque lauro aut vinditate 
ailiouim cmgere domes. Omms luvc observatio paganismi est ” This 
IS not a deciee of either of the councils oi Braga, but one of a collection 
ol oiiental canons made by Martin aichbishop of Braga (the reformer of 
the Gallician chuich fiom Ariamsm) and sent to the aichbishop of Lugo, 
then the second see m the piovmce, and to his provincial council. The 
oiicntal oiiginal of the seventy- third canon does not appear.] 

Con. Afric cap 27. [“Illud etiam petendum,” (scil ab impeia- 
loribus) “ ut qiuo conlia prmcepta divma convivia muUis in locis 
e\eicentur, quiv ab errore genlili attracta sunt, (ita ut nunc a Paganis 
Chusluni ad hmc cclcbranda agantui, ex qua re temponbus Chnslian- 
oium imporatorum persecutio altera fieri occulta videatur) vetau talia 
jubeant, et de civitalibus et de posscssionibus imjiosita poena prohibeu . 
maxime, cum etiam in mxtahbu.s beatissimorum martyrum per nonnullas 
civilate.s, et in ipsis locis sacris, talia committere non reloi undent. 
Quibus diebus etiam (c|uod pudoris est dicere) saltalionos sceleiaiissimas 
per vicoh alcpie plateas excrcent, ut malronalls honor, et mnumerabihum 
foemmaumi pudor, devote veuienUum ad saciali&simum diem, injuriis 
lascivu^ntibus appetatui ; ut etiam ipsius sanctm religionis poenc fugiatur 
accessus.” Concil li. 1649, The exact date of this canon seems to be 
uncertain ; but it clearly rcfer.s not to Christians having feasts of their 
own as the (1 entiles had, but to the danger they were m of being 
tempted to join with the Gentiles in Z/^/r feasts, especially when 
happening on our sacred days. It is one of seveial canons, which 
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not celebrate feasts on the birthdays of the martyrs, because 
it was the manner of the heathen/^ “ ^ O ’ ^ saith Tertullian, 

^ better is the religion of the heathen : for they use no 
solemnity of the Christians, neither the Lord’s day,^ neither 
the Pentecost ; and if they knew them they would have 
nothing to do with them for they would be afraid lest they 
should seem Christians , but we are not afraid to be called 
heathen.’ ”2 The same Teitullian would not have Chris- 
tians to sit after they have prayed, because the idolaters did 
so.s Whereby it appeareth, that both of particular men 
and of councils, in making or abolishing of ceremonies, heed 
hath been taken that the Christians should not be like the 
idolaters, no not in those things which of themselves are 
most indifferent to be used or not used. 

The same conformity is not less opposite unto reason ; 
first inasmuch as contraries must be cured by their con- 
traries, and therefore popery being anti-christianity is not 
healed, but by establishment of orders thereunto opposite. 
The way to bring a drunken man to sobriety is to carry him 
as far from excess of drink as may be. To rectify a crooked 
stick we bend it on the contiary side, as far as it was at the 
first on that side from whence we draw it, and so it cometh 
in the end to a middle between both, which is perfect 
straightness.^ Utter inconformity therefore with the church 
of Rome in these things is the best and surest policy which 
the Church can use. While we use their ceremonies they 


imply a kind of evil something similai to what Chustians living m 
India now experience. 

The following is the summary of it given by Auslmnus. Ta 'EA- 
Kr)VLich (Tv/uTrSena Traveerdw, Bth oiKelav acrxvi^o(rvvr)v, ml rh roAKohs 
a(f)€AK€(rdai XpKmavSiv, ml iu -rjinSpais fjiapr^p<»}v yivecrdai. Beve- 

ridge, Synodicon. i 598 ] 

1 Lib. de Idololalna, [c. 14 “ O melioi tides nalionum m suam 

sectam qum nullam solennitatem Christianoi um sibi vindical, nun 
Dominiciim diem, non Pentecoston : ctiam si nossonl, n obi scum nun 
communicassent ; timeicnt enim, ne Chnsliani viderenlur ; nos, ne 
Ethnici pionunciemur, non veicmui ”] He seemeili to mean the feast 
of Kaster-day, celcbiatcd in the memory of our SaviouPs rcsuuection, 
and for that cause teuned the Loid’s day 


^ [T. C 1. 103.] 

Lib de Anima. fa mistake m Caitwright’s reference, for “de 
Oratione.” c. 16. (The error is noted by Whitgdt, Dcf. 480.) 
“Qimm peunde faciant nationes, adoratis sigillaubus stus icsidendo, 
vel propteica m nobis repiehendi meretur, quod apud idola edebra- 
tur.»] 

^ [Abridged from T. C. 1. 103. | 
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take occasion to blaspheme, saying, that our religion cannot 
stand by itself, unless it lean upon the staff of their 
ceremonies. They hereby conceive great hope of having 
the rest of their popery in the end, which hope causeth 
them to be more frozen in their wickedness. Neither is it 
without cause that they have this hope, considering that 
which Master Bucer noteth upon the eighteenth of St. 
Matthew,^ that where these things have been left, popery 
hath returned ; but on the other part in places which have 
been cleansed of these things, it hath not yet been seen that 
it hath had any entrance.^ None make such clamours for 
these ceremonies, as the papists and those whom they 
suborn ; a manifest token how much they triumph and joy 
in these things. They breed grief of mind in a number, 
that are godly-minded and have anti-christiamty in such 
detestation, that their minds are martyred with the very 
sight of them in the Church.^ Such godly brethren we 
ought not thus to grieve with unprofitable ceremonies, 
yea, ceremonies wherein there is not only no profit, but 
also danger of great hurt, that may grow to the Church 
by infection, which popish ceremonies are means to 
breed.'’ ^ 

This in effect is the sum and substance of that which 
they bring by way of opposition against those orders which 
we have common with the church of Rome ; these are the 
reasons wherewith they would prove our ceremonies in that 
respect worthy of blame. 

IV. Before we answer unto these things, we are to cut off 
that whercunto they from whom these objections proceed do 
oftentimes fly for defence and succour, when the force and 
strength of their arguments is elided. For the ceremonies 
in use amongst us being in no other respect retained, saving 
only for that to retain them is to our seeming good and 
profitable, yea, so profitable and so good, that if we had 
either simply taken them clean away, or else removed them 
so as to place in their stead others, we had done worse • the 
plain and direct away against us herein had been only to 
prove, that all such ceremonies as they require to be 
abolished are retained by us to the hurt of the Church, or 

^ [It 144, eel. 1553. ‘TIis eerie hodie debemus ut in miiltis locls, 
iibi din pHwlicatnm Kvangdmm fuit, adversa sint lesiitula omnia: 
quum id nusfiuam, ubi serio et pure predicate Chnsio etiam ad ipsius 
veilmm reformala* ccremonim sunt, accidlsse vidcamus.”] 

® T. C. lib. iii. p. 178. Ibid. p. 179. ^ Ibid p. 180, 
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with less benefit than the abolishment of them would bring. 
But forasmuch as they saw how hardly they should be able 
to perform this, they took a more compendious way, tra- 
ducing the ceremonies of our church under the name of 
being popish. The cause why this way seemed better unto 
them was, for that the name of popery is more odious than 
very paganism amongst divers of the more simple sort, so as 
whatsoever they hear named popish, they presently con- 
ceive deep hatred against it, imagining there can be nothing 
contained in that name but needs it must be exceeding 
detestable. The ears of the people they have therefore 
filled with strong clamour: ‘‘The Church of England is 
fraught with popish ceremonies : they that favour the cause 
of reformation maintain nothing but the sincerity of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ all such as withstand them fight for 
the laws of his sworn enemy, uphold the filthy relics of 
Antichrist, and are defenders of that which is popish.’’ 
These are the notes wherewith are drawn from the hearts of 
the multitude so many sighs ; with these tunes their minds 
are exasperated against the lawful guides and governors of 
their souls ; these are the voices that fill them with general 
discontentment, as though the bosom of that famous church 
wherein they live were more noisome than any dungeon. 
But when the authors of so scandalous incantations are 
examined, and called to account how can they justify such 
their dealings; when they are urged directly to answer, 
whether it be lawful for us to use any such ceremonies as 
the church of Rome useth, although the same be not com- 
manded in the word of God ; being driven to see that the 
use of some such ceremonies must of necessity be granted 
lawful, they go about to make us believe that they are just of 
the same opinion, and that they only think such ceremonies 
are not to be used when they are unprofitable, or “ when as 
good or better may be established.” Which answer is both 
idle in regard of us, and also repugnant to themselves, 

[2.] It is in regard of us very vain to make this answer, 
because they know that what ceremonies we retain common 
unto the church of Rome, we therefore retain them, for that 

^ T. C iii. p. 171. “‘What an open untruth is il, that this is one of 
our pimciplcs, not to he lawful to use the same ceremonies wliich the 
papists did ; when as I have both before declared the contrary, and 
even here have expiessly added, that they aie not to lie used when as 
good or better may he established 1 ’’ 
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we judge them to be profitable, and to be such that others 
instead of them would be worse. So that when they say 
that we ought to abrogate such Romish ceremonies as are 
unprofitable, or else might have other more profitable in 
their stead, they trifle and they beat the air about nothing 
which toucheth us ; unless they mean that we ought to 
abrogate all Romish ceremonies which in their judgment 
have either no use or less use than some other might have. 
But then must they shew some commission, whereby they 
are authorized to sit as judges, and we required to take their 
judgment for good in this case. Otherwise their sentences 
will not be greatly regarded, when they oppose their 
methinketh unto the orders of the church of England : as 
in the question about surplices one of them doth;^ ^^If 
we look to the colour, black methinketh is more decent ; if 
to the form, a garment down to the foot hath a great deal 
more comeliness in it.” If they think that we ought to 
prove the ceremonies commodious which we have retained, 
they do in this point very greatly deceive themselves. 
For in all right and equity, that which the Church hath 
received and held so long for good, that which public appro- 
bation hath ratified, must carry the benefit of presumption 
with It to be accounted meet and convenient. They which 
have stood up as yesterday to challenge it of defect, must 
prove their challenge. If we being defendants do answer, 
that the ceremonies in question aie godly, comely, decent, 
profitable for the Church ; their reply is childish and un- 
orderly, to say, that we demand the thing in question, and 
shew the poverty of our cause, the goodness wheieof we are 
fain to beg that our adversaries would grant. For on our 
part this must be the answer, which orderly proceeding doth 
require. The burden of proving doth rest on them. In 
them it is frivolous to say we ought not to use bad cere- 
monies of the church of Rome, and presume all such bad as 
it pleaseth themselves to dislike, unless we can persuade 
them the contrary. 

[3.] Besides, they are herein opposite also to themselves. 

^ Kccles. Discip. fol. 100. [in Cartwright’s Transl. 134 ‘‘Si dc 
colore agitur, imhi (piidcm raagis decouis nigei color vidclur ; si autem 
de forma, talaris vcstis honcstioi ”J 

^ T. C. HI). Ill p. 176. “As for your often lepcating that the 
ceremonies in <jucstion are godly, comely, and decent ; it is your old 
wont of demanding the thing m cpiestion, and an undoubted aigument 
ofyoui extreme poverty.” 
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For what one thing is so common with them, as to use the 
custom of the church of Rome for an argument to prove, that 
such and such ceremonies cannot be good and profitable for 
us, inasmuch as that church useth them? Which usual kind 
of disputing sheweth, that they do not disallow only those 
Romish ceremonies which are unprofitable, but count all 
unprofitable which are Romish ; that is to say, which have 
been devised by the church of Rome, or which are used in 
that church and not prescribed in the word of God. For 
this is the only limitation which they can use suitable unto 
their other positions. And therefore the cause which they 
yield, why they hold it lawful to retain in doctrine and m 
discipline some things as good, which yet are common to 
the church of Rome, is for that those good things are 
^'perpetual commandments in whose place no other can 
come ; ” but ceremonies are changeable.^ So that their 
judgment in truth is, that whatsoever by the word of God is 
not unchangeable in the church of Rome, that church's 
using is a cause why reformed churches ought to change it, 
and not to think it good or profitable. And lest we seem 
to father any thing upon them more than is properly their 
own, let them read even their own words, where they com- 
plain, “that we are thus constrained to be like unto the 
Papists in Any their ceremonies ; " yea, they urge that this 
cause, although it were “alone, ought to move them to whom 
that belongeth to do them away, foras7mtch as they are their 
cererionies and that the Bishop of Salisbury doth justify 
this their complaint.^ The clause is untrue which they add 
concerning the Bishop of Salisbury , ^ but the sentence doth 

^ T. C iii. 174. 

^ ** And that this complaint of ours is just m that we arc thus con- 
strained to be like unto the papists m any their ceremonies, and that 
this cause only ought to move them to whom that belongeth, to do 
them away, forai>much as they are their leremonies ^ the leader may 
fuither see in the Bishop of Salisbury, who brings divers pi oofs theieof.” 
T C. lib 111 p. 177. [It may be worth obseiving that the Italics are 
CaitwiighEs own ] 

^ [Cartwright’s maigin refeis to Apol. Part 1. c 2 div 8. by mistake 
for div. 9. “ They ciy out , . . that we have lashly and presumptu- 

ously disannulled the old ceremonies which have been well allowed by 
our fatheis and foiefathers many hundred years past, both by good 
customs, and also in ages of more puiity.” On which Ilai ding’s 
remaik is, “ Concerning ceremonies . if ye shew us not the use of 
chrism m your churches ; if the sign of the cross be not borne before 
you m processions, and otherwheres used ; if holy water be abolished ; 
if lights at the Gospel and Communion be not had ; if peculiar vest- 
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shew that we do them no wrong in setting down the state 
of the question between us thus Whether we ought to 
abolish out of the church of England all such orders, rites, 
and ceremonies as are established m the church of Rome, 
and are not prescribed m the word of God. For the affirma- 
tive whereof we are now to answer such proofs of theirs as 
have been before alleged. 

V. Let the church of Rome be what it will, let them 
that are of it be the people of God and our fathers in the 
Christian faith, or let them be otherwise ; hold them for 
catholics or hold them for heretics ; it is not a thing either 
one way or other in this present question greatly material. 
Our conformity with them in such things as have been 
proposed is not proved as yet unlawful by all this. St. 
Augustine ^ hath said, yea and we have allowed his saying, 
‘‘ That the custom of the people of God and the decrees of 
our forefathers are to be kept, touching those things whereof 
the Scripture hath neither one way nor other given us any 
charge.^' What then ? Doth it here therefore follow, that 
they being neither the people of God nor our forefathers, are 
for that cause in nothing to be followed? This consequent 
were good if so be it were granted, that only the custom of 
the people of God and the decrees of our forefathers are in 
such case to be observed. But then should no other kind 
of latter laws in the Church be good ; which were a gross 
absurdity to think. St. Augustine’s speech therefore doth 
ments foi Deacons, Puests, Bishops, be taken away ; and many such 
other the like : ]udgc ye, whether ye have duly kept the old ceremonies 
of the Chinch.” Jewel lephes, “Veiily, M Ilaiding, we hate not 
any of all these things h'or we know they arc the cieatuies ol God. 
But you have so misused them, or lather so defiled and beiayed them 
with your superstitions, and so have with the same mocked and 
deceived God^s people, that we can no longer continue them without 
great conscience.” This passage, it will be seen, refers to the cere- 
monies omitted, and not to those lelained in the English chinch 
Concerning the latter, although it is well known that he would not 
have disapproved of further concessions, (see his letters to Bulhnger m 
Sirype, Ann. i. 1. 262. ii. 544.) yet it is ecjually ceitain that his views 
were not founded on the puritan principle of absolute unlawfulness in 
the use of things once abused, hor m the very same year (1565-6)^ that 
lie last wiote to Bullmger as above, he had refused his intimate fiiend, 
Humphrey, institution to a benefice m the diocese of Sarum, because 
I Jiimphrey would not pledge himself to wear the habits. Strype, Park, 
i. 369, and Ann. i. li. 133. Wordsworth, E. B. iv 63. How for he 
dilTered with the Piuitans on Church government may he seen by a 
paper of his in Whitg. Def. 423. and m Stiypc, Whilg iii 21. I App. 
No. X.] ^ [Sec above, b. 111. c. xi. 13.J 
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import, that where we have no divine precept, if yet we have 
the custom of the people of God or a decree of our 
forefatheis, this is a law and must be kept. Notwithstand- 
ing it is not denied, but that we lawfully may observe the 
positive constitutions of our own churches, although the 
same were but yesterday made by ourselves alone. Nor is 
there any thing in this to prove that the church of England 
might not by law receive orders, rites, or customs from the 
church of Rome, although they were neither the people of 
God nor yet our forefathers. How much less when we have 
received from them nothing, but that which they did them- 
selves receive from such, as we cannot deny to have been 
the people of God, yea such, as either we must acknowledge 
for our own forefathers or else disdain the race of Christ ? 

VI. The rites and orders wherein we follow the church 
of Rome are of no other kind than such as the church of 
Geneva itself doth follow them in We follow the church 
of Rome m more things ; yet they in some things of the 
same nature about which our present controversy is : so that 
the difference is not in the kind, but in the number of rites 
only, wherein they and we do follow the church of Rome. 
The use of wafer-cakes, the custom of godfathers and 
godmothers in baptism, are things not commanded nor for- 
bidden in Scripture, things which have been of old and are 
retained in the church of Rome even at this very hour. Is 
conformity with Rome in such things a blemish unto the 
church of England, and unto chmches abroad an ornament? 
Let them, if not for the reverence they owe unto this church, 
in the bowels whereof they have received I trust that pre- 
cious and blessed vigour, which shall quicken them to 
eternal life, yet at the leastwise for the singular affection 
which they do bear towards others, take heed how they 
strike, lest they wound whom they would not. For un- 
doubtedly it cutteth deeper than they are aware of, when 
they plead that even such ceremonies of the church of Rome, 
as contain in them nothing which is not of itself agreeable to 
the word of God, ought nevertheless to be abolished ; and 
that neither the word of God, nor reason, nor the examples 
of the eldest churches do permit the church of Rome to be 
therein followed. 

[2.] Heretics they are, and they are our neighbours. By 
us and amongst us they lead their lives. But what then ? 
therefore no ceremony of theirs lawful for us to use? We 
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must yield and will that none are lawful, if God himself be 
a precedent against the use of any But how appeareth it 
that God is so ? Hereby they say it doth appear, in that ^ 
“ God severed his people from the heathens, but especially 
from the Egyptians, and such nations as were nearest neigh- 
bours unto them,^ by forbidding them to do those things 
which were in themselves very lawful to be done, yea, very 
profitable some, and incommodious to be forborne , such 
things it pleased God to foibid them, only because those 
heathens did them, with whom conformity in the same 
things might have bred infection. Thus in shaving, cutting,"^ 
apparel-wearing,*^ yea in sundry kinds of meats also, swine's 
flesh, conies, and such like,^ they were forbidden to do so 
and so, because the Gentiles did so. And the end why God 
forbad them such things was to sever them for fear of infec- 
tion by a great and an high wall from other nations, as 
St. Paul teacheth." ^ The cause of more careful separation 
from the neaiest nations was the greatness of danger to be 
especially by them infected. Now papists are to us as those 
nations weie unto Israel. Therefore if the wisdom of God 
be our guide, we cannot allow conformity with them, no not 
in any such indifferent ceiemony. 

[3.] Our direct answer hereunto is, that for any thing here 
alleged we may still doubt, whether the Lord m such indif- 
ferent ceremonies, as those whereof we dispute, did frame his 
people of set purpose unto any utter dissimilitude, either with 
Egyptians or with any other nation else. And if God did 
not forbid them all such indifferent ceremonies, then ©ur 
conformity with the church of Rome in some such is not 
hitheito as yet disproved, although papists were unto us as 
those heathens were unto Israel. ‘‘ After the doings of the 
land of Egypt, wherein you dwelt, ye shall not do, saith the 
Lord ; and after the manner of the land of Canaan, whither 
I will bring you, shall ye not do, neither walk in their ordin- 
ances : do after my judgments, and keep my ordinances to 
walk therein : I am the Loid your God." ^ The speech is 
indefinite, ye shall not be like them : " it is not general, 
‘‘ye shall not be like them in any thing, or like to them 
in any thing indifferent, or like unto them in any indifferent 
ceremony of theirs." Seeing therefore it is not set down 

1 T. C. lib. i. p. 89, 131 Lev. xviii. 3. 

Lev. xix. 27. ^ Levit. xix. 19 ; Deut. xxii. 11. 

® Deut. xiv. 7 ; Lev. xi. ® Eplics. ii. 14. Levit, xviii. 3. 
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how far the bounds of his speech concerning dissimili- 
tude should reach, how can any man assure us, that it 
extendeth farther than to those things only, wherein the 
nations there mentioned were idolatrous, or did against that 
which the law of God commandeth ? Nay, doth it not seem 
a thing very probable, that God doth purposely add, Do 
after my judgments,” as giving thereby to understand that 
his meaning in the former sentence was but to bar similitude 
in such things, as weie repugnant unto the ordinances, laws, 
and statutes which he had given? Egyptians and Canaamtes 
are for example’s sake named unto them, because the customs 
of the one they had been, and of the other they_ should be 
best acquainted with. But that wherein they might not be 
like unto either of them, was such peradventure as had been 
no whit less unlawful, although those nations had never 
been. So that there is no necessity to think, that God for 
fear of infection by reason of nearness forbad them to be 
like unto the Canaanites or the Egyptians, in those things 
which otherwise had been lawful enough. 

For I would know what one thing was in those nations, 
and is here forbidden, being indifferent m itself, yet for- 
bidden only because they used it. In the laws of Israel we 
find it written, “Ye shall not cut round the corners of 
your heads, neither shalt thou tear the tufts of thy beard.” ^ 
These things were usual amongst those nations, and in 
themselves they are indifferent. But are they indifferent 
being used as signs of immoderate and hopeless lamentation 
for the dead ? In this sense it is that the law forbiddeth 
them. For which cause the very next words following are, 
“Ye shall not cut your flesh for the dead, nor make any 
print of a mark upon you : I am the Lord.” ^ The like in 
Leviticus, where speech is of mourning for the dead ; “ They 
shall not make bald parts upon their head, nor shave off the 
locks of their beard, nor make any cutting m their flesh.” ^ 
Again in Deuteronomy, “Yeaie the children of the Lord 
your God , ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make you bald- 
ness between your eyes for the dead.”'^ What is this but 
in effect the same which the Apostle doth more plainly 
express, saying, “Sorrow not as they do who have no hope ? ” ^ 
The very light of nature itself was able to see herein a fault ; 
that which those nations did use, having been also in use 

1 Levil. xk. 27. ^ Lcvit. xix. 28. Levii. xxi. 5* 

^ Dent. xiv. 1. ® t Thess. iv. 13. 
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with others, the ancient Roman laws do forbid.^ That 
shaving therefore and cutting which the law doth mention 
was not a matter in itself indifferent, and forbidden only 
because it was in use amongst such idolaters as were neigh- 
bours to the people of God , but to use it had been a crime, 
though no other people or nation under heaven should have 
done it saving only themselves. 

As for those laws concerning attire ; There shall no 
garment of linen and woollen come upon thee/’ - as also those 
touching food and diet, wherein swine’s flesh together with 
sundry other meats are forbidden ^ ^ the use of these things 
had been indeed of itself harmless and indifferent so that 
hereby it doth appear, how the law of God forbad in some 
special consideration such things as were lawful enough in 
themselves. But yet even here they likewise fail of that 
they intend. For it doth not appear that the consideration 
in regard whereof the law forbiddeth these things was 
because those nations did use them. Likely enough it is 
that the Canaanites used to feed as well on sheep’s as on 
swine’s flesh ; and therefore if the forbidding of the latter 
had no other reason than dissimilitude with that people, they 
which of their own heads allege this for reason can shew I 
think some reason more than we aie able to find why the 
former was not also forbidden. Might there not be some 
other mystery in this prohibition than they think of? Yes, 
some other mystery there was in it by all likelihood. For 
what reason is theic which should but induce, and therefore 
much less enforce us to think, that care of dissimilitude 
between the people of God and the heathen nations about 
them, was any more the cause of forbidding them to put on 
gaiments of sundry stuff, than of chaiging them withal not 
to sow their fields with meslin;,'^ or that this was any more 
the cause of forbidding them to eat swine’s flesh, than of 
charging them withal not to eat the flesh of eagles, hawks, 
and the like ? ^ 

* [Cic Tusc. Quwst. li. 23. ** Xngciniscere noiumnquam viro cun- 

cessum e.st, idqiie rare : ejulatnb no iiiiiHcn quidoni ct hic niniimm est 
lessus, (luem duodecmi tal^ulic in funeribus adhiben veliiemnt,”') 

- Leva. xix:. 19; Dout. xxu. il. ^ Beul. xiv. 7; Ix^vit xi. 

^ LevK. XIX. 19* Mn/iu : mixt corn, as wheat and rye.” John- 
son, quoting Tu.sser * 

“If work for the Thresher ye nuricl for to have, 

Of wheat and of meshu unthresUed }^o save/'] 

® Deut. xiv, ; Levit. xi. 
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Wherefore, although the church of Rome were to us, as 
to Israel the Egyptians and Canaanites were of old , yet 
doth It not follow, that the wisdom of God without respect 
doth teach us to erect between us and them a partition-wall 
of difference,^ in such things indifferent as have been 
hitherto disputed of. 

VII. Neither is the example of the eldest churches a whit 
more available to this purpose. Notwithstanding some fault 
undoubtedly there is in the very resemblance of idolaters.^ 
W ere it not some land of blemish to be like unto infidels 
and heathens, it would not so usually be objected ; men 
would not think it any advantage in the causes of religion to 
be able therewith justly to charge their adversaries as they 
do Wherefore to the end that it may a little more plainly 
appear, what force this hath and how far the same extendeth, 
we are to note how all men are naturally desirous that they 
may seem neither to judge nor to do amiss ; because every 
error and offence is a stain to the beauty of nature, for which 
cause it blusheth thereat, but glorieth in the contrary. From 
thence it riseth, that they which disgrace or depress the 
credit of others do it either in both or m one of these. To 
have been in either directed by a weak and unperfect rule 
argueth imbecility and imperfection Men being either led 
by reason or by imitation of other men^s example, if then- 
persons be odious whose example we choose to follow, as 
namely if we frame our opinions to that which condemned 
heretics think, or direct our actions according to that which 
is practised and done by them ; it lieth as an heavy preju- 
dice against us, unless somewhat mightier than their bare 
example did move us, to think or do the same things with 
them. Christian men therefore having besides the common 
light of all men so great help of heavenly direction from 
above, together with the lamps of so bright examples as the 
Church of God doth yield, it cannot but worthily seem re- 
proachful for us to leave both the one and the other, to 
become disciples unto the most hateful sort that live, to do 
as they do, only because we see their example before us and 
have a delight to follow it Thus we may therefore safely 

^ Ephes u. 14 

“^The coiinciLs, although they did not observe themselves always m 
making of decrees this rule, yet have kept this consideration continually 
in making of their laws, that they woiikl have (Ihrislians diflei from 
others in their ceremonies.” T. C. lib. 1. p. 132. 
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conclude, that it is not evil simply to concur with the 
heathens either in opinion or in action ; and that conformity 
with them is only then a disgrace, when either we follow 
them in that they think and do amiss, or follow them 
generally in that they do without other reason than only 
the liking we have to the pattern of their example ; which 
liking doth intimate a more universal approbation of them 
than is allowable. 

[2.] Faustus the Manichee therefore objecting against the 
Jews, that they forsook the idols of the Gentiles, but their 
temples and oblations and altars and priesthoods and all 
kinds of ministry of holy things they exercised even as the 
Gentiles did, yea more superslitiously a great deal ; against 
the Catholic Christians likewise, that between them and the 
heathens there was in many things little difference ; “ From 
them,’' saith Faustus, “ye have learned to hold that one only 
God is the author of all ; their sacrifices ye have turned into 
feasts of charity, their idols into martyrs whom ye honour 
with the like religious offices unto theirs ; the ghosts of the 
dead ye appease with wine and delicates ; the festival days 
of the nations ye celebrate together with them ; and of their 
kind of life ye have verily changed nothing : ” ^ St. Augustine’s 
defence m behalf of both is, that touching matters of action, 
Jews and Catholic Christians were free from the Gentiles’ 
faultiness, even in those things which were objected as 
tokens of their agreement with Gentiles , - and concerning 
their consent m opinion, they did not hold the same with 
Gentiles because Gentiles had so taught, but because heaven 
and earth had so witnessed the same to be truth, that neither 
the one sort could err in being fully persuaded thereof, iioi 
the other but err in case they should not consent with them.® 

^ August, cont. I^^iust, Manich lib xx. cap. 4. [1. viii. 334 

“ Schisma aul nilul imuuUare debet ab eo unde factum est, aut non mul- 
tum . ul puta VOS, (pu dcsciscentes a gentibus, monarchia) opinioneni 
prime vobiscum divulsislis, id cst, ul omnia ciedatisex Deo : sacnficia 
veio eorum veilislis in agapes, idola in mai lyres, (pios votis snnilibiis 
colitis : defunctonnn umbras vino placalis et dapibus ; solennes 
gentium dies cum ipsis celebialis, ut kalendas, et solstilia : de vita ceite 
eorum mutastis nihil.”! 

^ [Ibid. § 23. “ Si usus (juai undam reium similis vuletur nobis esse 
cum gentibus, sicut cibt et potus, tectouim, veslimentorura, <S:c. . , 
longe lamen alitei his rebus utitiu, qui ad alium fniem usum eauuu 
lefcit; et abler qui ex his Deo gratias agit, de quo prava oi talsa non 
credit.”] 

[Ibid. I 19. “ Piscat eigo Faustus, , , , nunuuebiie opimonem 
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[3.] In things of their own nature indifferent, if either 
councils or particular men have at any time with sound 
judgment misliked conformity between the Church of God 
and infidels, the cause thereof hath been somewhat else than 
only affectation of dissimilitude. They saw it necessary so 
to do in respect of some special accident, which the Church 
being not always subject unto hath not still cause to do the 
like. For example, in the dangerous days of trial, wherein 
there was no way for the truth of Jesus Christ to triumph 
over infidelity but through the constancy of his saints, whom 
yet a natural desire to save themselves from the flame might 
peradventure cause to join with Pagans in external customs, 
too far using the same as a cloak to conceal themselves in, 
and a mist to darken the eyes of infidels withal * for remedy 
hereof those laws it might be were provided, which forbad 
that Christians should deck their houses with boughs as the 
Pagans did use to do,^ or rest those festival days whereon 
the Pagans rested, or celebrate such feasts as were, though 
not heathenish, yet such as the simpler sort of heathens 
might be beguiled in so thinking them. 

[4 ] As for Tertullian’s judgment concerning the rites and 
orders of the Church, no man having judgment can be 
ignorant how just exceptions may be taken against liis 
opinion touching the Catholic Church was as unindifferent 
as touching our church the opinion of them that favour this 
pretended reformation is. He judged all them who did not 
Montanize to be but carnally minded, he judged them still 
over abjectly to fawn upon the heathens, and to curiy favour 
with infidels. Which as the catholic church did well provide 
that they might not do indeed, so Tertullian over often 


non ex gentibus nos habere ; sed gentes non nscjiie adco ad falsos Deos 
esse dclapsos, ut opimoncm amitlercnt unius vcii Dei, e\ quo est omm.s 
qualiscunque natura.”J 

• “ ALso it was deciced m another couneil that they should not deck 
then houses with baydeaves and green boughs, because the T‘agans did 
use so ; and that they should not xest from then labour those days that 
the Pagans did, that they should not keep the first day ol eveiy month 
as they did.” T C 1 i. p 132 [103 I 

^ “ Teitullian sailh, (), sailh he, hetlei is the religion of the heathen ; 
foi they use no solemnity of the Clnislians, ncithei the Lord’s day, 
matliei, cSrc but wc are not afiaid to be called heathen ” 'f. (\ 1 i 
p. 132, [103 1 “ But having shewed this in general to be the policy of 
(yod first, and of his people aftci ward, to put as much ditt(‘rence as can 
he commodiously between the people of (lod and othens which are not, 
I shall not, T. C, L i. p. T33. 
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through discontentment carpeth injuriously at them as 
though they did it, even when they were free from such 
meaning. 

[5.] But if It were so, that either the judgment of these 
councils before alleged, or of Tertullian himself against the 
Christians, are in no such consideration to be understood as 
we have mentioned ; if it were so that men are condemned as 
well of the one as of the other, only for using the ceremonies 
of a religion contrary unto their own, and that this cause is 
such as ought to prevail no less with us than with them : 
shall It not follow that seeing there is still between our religion 
and Paganism the selfsame contrariety, therefore we are still 
no less rebukable, if wc now deck our houses with boughs, 
or send new-year’s gifts unto our friends, or feast on those 
days which the Gentiles then did, or sit after prayer as they 
were accustomed ? For so they infer upon the premises, that 
as great difference as commodiously may be there should 
be in all outward ceremonies between the people of God 
and them which are not his people. Again they teach as 
hath been declared, that there is not as great a difference 
as may be between them, except the one do avoid what- 
soever rites and ceremonies uncommanded of God the other 
doth embrace. So that generally they teach that the veiy 
difference of spiritual condition itself between the servants of 
Christ and others requireth such difference in ceremonies 
between them, although the one be never so far disjoined in 
time or place from the other. 

[6.] But in case the people of God and Belial do chance to 
be neighbours, then as the danger of infection is greater, so 
the same diffeience they say is thereby made more necessary.^ 
In this lespect as the Jews were severed from the heathen, so 
most especially from the heathen nearest them. And in the 
same respect we, which ought to differ howsoever from the 
church of Rome, are now they say by reason of our nearness 
more bound to differ from them in ceremonies than from 
I’lirks. A strange kind of speech unto Christian ears, and 
such as I hope they themselves do acknowledge unadvisedly 
uttered. '' We are not so much to fear infection fiom Turks 
as from papists.’^ What of that? we must remember that 
by conforming rather oui selves in that respect to Turks, 
we should be spreaders of a worse infection into others than 
any we arc likely to draw from papists by our conformity 
** of Biscipl. 134 1 



384 Extreme Contrariety not Right 

With them in ceremonies. If they did hate, as Tmks do, the 
Christians; or as Canaamtes did of old the Jewish religion 
even in gross ; the circumstance of local nearness m them 
unto us might haply enforce in us a duty of greater separation 
from them than from those other mentioned. But forasmuch 
as papists aie so much in Christ nearer unto us than Turks, 
is there any reasonable man, trow you, but will judge it meeter 
that our ceremonies of Christian religion should be popish 
than Turkish or heathenish ? Especially considering that we 
were not brought to dwell amongst them, (as Israel in 
Canaan,) having not been of them. For even a very part of 
them we were And when God did by his good Spirit put it 
into our hearts, first to reform oui selves, (whence grew our 
separation,) and then by all good means to seek also their 
reformation ; had we not only cut off their corruptions but 
also estranged ourselves from them in things indifferent, 
who seeth not how greatly prejudicial this might have been to 
so good a cause, and what occasion it had given them to think 
(to their greater ob duration in evil) that through a fro ward or 
wanton desire of innovation we did unconstrainedly those 
things for which conscience was pretended ? Howsoever 
the case doth stand, as Judah had been rather to choose 
conformity in things indifferent with Israel when they were 
nearest opposites, than with the farthest removed Pagans; 
so we in the like case much rather with papists than with 
Turks. I might add further for more full and complete 
answer, so much concerning the large odds between the case 
of the eldest churches in regard of those heathens and ours 
m respect of the church of Rome, that vei y cavillation itself 
should be satisfied, and have no shift to fly unto, 

VIII. But that no one thing may detain us over long, 
I return to their reasons against our conformity with that 
church. That extreme dissimilitude which they urge upon 
us, is now commended as our best and safest policy for 
establishment of sound leligion. The giouiid of which 
politic position IS that ‘‘evils must be cuied by their con- 
traries f and therefore the cure of the Church infected with 
the poison of Antichristiamty must be done by that which is 
thereunto as contrary as may bc.^ “A medled estate of the 
1 “ Common reason also doth leach that contiaiics are cured by 
their contraiies. Now ('hristxanily and Aniichnstianity, the Gospel 
and Fopciy, be contuuics ; and therefore Antichristiaxnty must be 
cured, not by itselt, but by that which is (as much us may be) contrary 
unto xt ” T. C. 1 . 1. p. 134. [103*] 
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orders of the Gospel and the ceremonies of popery is not 
the best way to banish popery ” ^ 

We are contrariwise of opinion, that he which will perfectly 
lecover a sick and restore a diseased body unto health, must 
not endeavour so much to bring it to a state of simple con- 
trariety, as of fit proportion m contrariety unto those evils 
which are to be cured. He that will take away extreme heat 
by setting the body in extremity of cold, shall undoubtedly 
remove the disease, but together with it the diseased too. 
The first thing therefore in skilful cures is the knowledge of 
the part affected ; the next is of the evil which doth affect it , 
the last IS not only of the kind but also of the measure of 
contrary things whereby to remove it. 

[2 ] They which measure religion by dislike of the church 
of Rome think every man so much the more sound, by how 
much he can make the corruptions thereof to seem more 
large And therefore some there are, namely the Arians in 
reformed churches of Poland, which imagine the canker to 
have eaten so far into the very bones and marrow of the 
church of Rome, as if it had not so much as a sound belief, 
no not concerning God himself, but that the very belief of 
the Trinity were a part of antichristian corruption ; ^ and 
that the wonderful providence of God did bring to pass that 
the bishop of the see of Rome should be famous for his 
triple crown ; a sensible mark whereby the world might 
know him to be that mystical beast spoken of in the Revela- 
tion, to be that great and notorious Antichrist m no one 
respect so much as in this, that he maintaineth the doctrine 
of the Trinity. Wisdom therefore and skill is requisite to 
know, what parts are sound in that church, and what 
corrupted. 

Neither is it to all men apparent which complain of 
unsound parts, with what kind of unsoundness every such 
part is possessed They can say, that m doctrine, in disci- 
pline, in prayeis, in sacraments, the church of Rome hath 
(as it hath indeed) very foul and gross corruptions ; the 
nature whereof notwithstanding becaUvSe they have not for 
the most part exact skill and knowledge to discern, they 
think that amiss many times which is not ; and the salve 
of reformation they mightily call for, but where and what 
the sores are which need it, as they wot full little, so they 
think it not greatly material to search. Such men^s 
^ [T. ('. I 103.] ^ [See book v. c. xlii. 16 1 
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contentment must be wrought by stratagem^ the usual method 
of art is not for them. 

[3.] But with those that profess more than ordinary and 
common knowledge of good from evil, with them that are 
able to put a difference between things naught and things 
indifferent in the church of Rome, we are yet at controversy 
about the manner of removing that which is naught : 
whether it may not be perfectly helped, unless that also 
which is indifferent be cut off with it, so far till no rite or 
ceremony remain which the church of Rome hath, being 
not found in the word of God. If we think this too 
extreme, they reply, that to draw men from great excess, it 
is not amiss though we use them unto somewhat less than 
is competent ; and that a crooked stick is not straightened 
unless It be bent as far on the clean contrary side, that so it 
may settle itself at the length in a middle estate of evenness 
between both. But how can these comparisons stand them 
in any stead ? When they uige us to extreme opposition 
against the church of Rome, do they mean we should be 
drawn unto it only for a time, and afterwards return to a 
mediocrity? or was it the purpose of those reformed 
churches, which utterly abolished all popish ceremonies, to 
come in the end back again to the middle point of evenness 
and moderation ? Then have we conceived amiss of their 
meaning. For we have always thought their opinion to be, 
that utter inconformity with the church of Rome was not 
an extremity whereunto we should be drawn for a time, but 
the very mediocrity itself wheiem they meant we should 
ever continue. Now by these comparisons it seemeth clean 
contrary, that howsoever they have bent themselves at first 
to an extreme contrariety against the Romish church, yet 
therein they will continue no longer than only till such 
time as some more moderate course for establishment of the 
Church may be concluded. 

^ “ If a man would bring a drunken man to sohiiety, the host and 
nearest way is to cairy him as far fiom his excess in dunk as may he ; 
and if a man could not keep a mean, it were belter to fault in pre- 
scribing less than he should drink, than to fault m giving him more 
than he ought. As we see, tt) bring a stick which is ciooked to be 
stiaight, we do not only bow it so far until it come to be straight, hut 
we bend it so far until we make it .so crooked of the other side as it 
was bcfoie of the first side ; to this end, that at the last it may stand 
straight, and as it were m the midway between both the crooks,’’ 
T. C lib. i. p. 152. [103.] 
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[4.] Yea, albeit this were not at the first their intent, yet 
surely now there is great cause to lead them unto it. They 
have seen that experience of the former policy, which may 
cause the authors of it to hang down their heads. When 
Germany had stricken off that which appeared corrupt m 
the doctrine of the church of Rome, but seemed neverthe- 
less in discipline still to retain therewith very great con- 
formity; France by that rule of policy which hath been 
befoie mentioned, took away the popish orders which 
Germany did retain. But process of time hath brought 
more light into the world , whereby men perceiving that they 
of the leligion in France have also retained some orders 
which were before in the church of Rome, and are not 
commanded in the word of God, there hath arisen a sect ^ 
in England, which following still the very selfsame rule of 
policy, seeketh to reform even the French reformation, and 
purge out from thence also dregs of popery. These have 
not taken as yet such root that they are able to establish 
any thing. But if they had, what would spring out of their 
stock, and how far the unquiet wit of man might be carried 
with rules of such policy, God doth know. The trial which 
we have lived to see, may somewhat teach us what posterity 
is to fear. But our Lord of his infinite mercy avert whatso- 
ever evil our swervings on the one hand or on the other 
may threaten unto the state of his Church ! 

IX. That the church of Rome doth hereby take occasion 
to blaspheme, and to say, our religion is not able to stand 
of Itself unless it lean upon the staff of their ceremonies,^ 
is not a matter of so great moment, that it did need to be 
objected, or doth deserve to receive an answer. The name 
of blasphemy in this place, is like the shoe of Hercules on 
a child’s foot.^ If the church of Rome do use any such 
kind of silly exprobration, it is no such ugly thing to the 
ear, that we should think the honour and credit of our 
religion to receive thereby any great wound. They which 
hereof make so perilous a matter do seem to imagine, that 
we have erected of late a frame of some new religion, the 
furniture whereof we should not have borrowed from our 
[The Brownisls, or Banowists 1 

^ “By using of these ceremonies, the Papists take occasion to blas- 
phcniie, saying, that our religion cannot stand by itself, unless it lean 
upon the staff of Iheii ceiemornes.” T. C lib. tii. p 178. [and i 52.] 
[“Hciculis cothurnos aptare infant! ” Sec Quintilian VI. i. 3. 
and El asm. Adag. ChiL lii. Cent. vi. Piov. 67.] 
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enemies, lest they relieving us might afterwards laugh and 
gibe at our poverty , whereas in truth the ceremonies which 
we have taken from such as were before us, are not things 
that belong to this or that sect, but they are the ancient rites 
and customs of the Church of Christ, whereof ourselves 
being a part, we have the selfsame interest in them which 
our fathers before us had, from whom the same are 
descended unto us. Again in case we had been so much 
beholding privately unto them, doth the reputation of one 
church stand by saying unto another, “ I need thee not ^ ” 
If some should be so vam and impotent as to mar a benefit 
with leproachful upbraiding, where at the least they suppose 
themselves to have bestowed some good turn ; yet surely a 
wise body’s part it were not, to put out his fire, because his 
fond and foolish neighbour, from whom he borrowed perad- 
venture wherewith to kindle it, might haply cast him 
therewith in the teeth, saying, “ Were it not for me thou 
wouldst freeze, and not be able to heat thyself.^’ 

[2.] As for that other argument derived from the secret 
affection of papists, with whom our conformity in certain 
ceremonies is said to put them in great hope, that their 
whole religion in time will have re-entrance, and therefore 
none are so clamorous amongst us for the observation of 
these ceremonies, as papists and such as papists suborn to 
speak for them, whereby it clearly appearelh how much they 
rejoice, how much they triumph in these things ; ^ our answer 
hereunto is still the same, that the benefit we have by such 
ceremonies overweigheth even this also. No man which is 
not exceeding partial can well deny, but that there is most 
just cause wherefore we should be offended greatly at the 
church of Rome. Notwithstanding at such times as we are 
to deliberate for ourselves, the freer our minds are from all 
distempered affections, the sounder and better is our judg- 
ment. When we are in a fretting mood at the church of 
Rome, and with that angry disposition enter into any 
cogitation of the orders and rites of our church; taking 
particular survey of them, we are sure to have always one 
eye fixed upon the countenance of our enemies, and accord- 
ing to the blithe or heavy aspect thereof, our other eye 

^ prove the papists’ triumph and joy in these things, I alleged 
further that there are none Which make such clamours for these cer e- 
monies, as the papists and those whom they suborn.” T. C\ lib. iiu p. 

179. 
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sheweth some other suitable token either of dislike or 
approbation towards our own orders For the rule of our 
judgment in such case being only that of Homer, This is 
the thing which our enemies would have ; ” ^ what they seem 
contented with, even for that very cause we reject ; and 
there is nothing but it pleaseth us much the better if we 
espy that it galieth them. Miserable were the state and 
condition of that church, the weighty affairs whereof should 
be ordered by those deliberations wherein such a humour 
as this were predominant. We have most heartily to thank 
God therefore, that they amongst us to whom the first con- 
sultations of causes of this kind fell, were men which aiming 
at another mark, namely the glory of God and the good of 
this his church, took that which they judged thereunto 
necessary, not rejecting any good or convenient thing only 
because the church of Rome might perhaps like it. If we 
have that which is meet and right, although they be glad, 
we are not to envy them this their solace ; we do not think 
It a duty of ours to be in every such thing their tormentors. 

[3.] And whereas it is said that popery for want of this 
utter extirpation hath in some places taken root and flourished 
again, 2 but hath not been able to re-establish itself in any 
place after provision made against it by utter evacuation of 
ail Romish ceremonies : and therefore, as long as we hold 
any thing like unto them, we put them in some more hope 
than if all were taken away : as we deny not but this may be 
true, so being of two evils to choose the less, we hold it 
better that the friends and favourers of the church of Rome 
should be in some kind of hope to have a corrupt religion 
restored, than both we and they conceive just fear, lest 
under colour of rooting out popery, the most effectual means 
to bear up the state of religion be removed, and so a way 
made either for Paganism or for extreme barbarity to enter. 
If desire of weakening the hope of others should turn us 

^ /<6jy yrjd'fjffat npfa/xos II A. [v. 255. J 

" “ Thus they conceiving hope of having the rest of their popciy in 
the end, it causeth them to be more frozen in their wickedness, ike 
hor not the cause hut the occasion also ought to be taken away, ike 
Although let the reader judge, whether they have cause given to ho])e, 
that the tail of popeiy yet remaining, they shall the easiher hale in the 
whole body aftei : considering also tliat Master Bucei noteth, that 
where these things have been left, there popeiy hath retuuied ; hut on 
the other pari, in places which have been cleansed of these diegs, it 
hath not been seen that it hath had any entrance.” T. C, lih. iin p. 
179. Land i. 52.] 
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away from the course we have taken ; how much more the 
care of preventing our own fear ■withhold us from that we 
are urged unto ? Especially seeing that our own fear we 
know, but we are not so certain what hope the rites and 
orders of our church have bred in the hearts of others. 

For it IS no sufficient argument thereof to say, that in 
maintaining and urging these ceremonies none are so 
clamorous as papists and they whom papists suborn ; ^ 
this speech being more hard to justify than the former, and 
so their proof more doubtful than the thing itself which 
they prove. He that were certain that this is true, 
must have marked who they be that speak for ceremonies ; 
he must have noted who amongst them doth speak oftenest, 
or is most earnest , he must have been both acquainted 
thoroughly with the religion of such, and also privy what 
conferences or compacts are passed in secret between them 
and others ; which kinds of notice are not wont to be 
vulgar and common. Yet they which allege this would have 
it taken as a thing that needeth no proof, a thing which all 
men know and see. 

And if so be it were granted them as true, what gain they 
by It ? Sundry of them that be popish are eager m mainten- 
ance of ceremonies. Is it so strange a mattei to find a 
good thing furthered by ill men of a sinister intent and 
purpose, whose forwardness is not therefore a bridle to such 
as favour the same cause with a better and sincerer 
meaning ? They that seek, as they say, the removing of all 
popish orders out of the Church, and reckon the state of 
Bishops in the number of those orders, do (I doubt not) 
presume that the cause which they prosecute is holy. Not- 
withstanding It IS their own ingenuous acknowledgment, 
that even this very cause, wdiich they term so often by an 
excellency, “The Lord’s cause,” is most accept- 

able, unto some which hope for piey and spoil by it, and 
that our age hath store of such, and that such arc the very 
sectaries of Dionysius the famous atheist.” Now if here- 

1 fT. C. 1 53 111 i 8 o ] 

^ Eccles. Disc, fi 94 [p- 127 tianshilcd by T. C. ‘‘Ikec . . . 
oratio de episcoporum poiiipa ct afiluenlia nuniicnda . . . 
nonnullib esl, qui suam causam agi pulaiit, ct jaiupridcju liicredilatem 
jstani spe dcvoiannt, . . . Habcl cniiti tclab iiublia Hiiiltos cjusiiiodi 
mililes, muliob Dionysios, qui Deo togani auroaiii iicnjiie ad aislatoin 
nequo ad hycincm cotumodam, sibi autem ad omnia utilissimain el 
commodissimam fore arbitiautur.” Vide Cic. de Nat. Door. iii. 34. J 
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Upon we should upbraid them with irreligious, as they do us 
with superstitious favourers ; if we should follow them in 
their own kind of pleading, and say, that the most clamorous 
for this pretended reformation are either atheists, or else 
proctors suborned by atheists ; the answer which herein 
they would make unto us, let them apply unto themselves, 
and there an end. For they must not forbid us to presume 
our cause in defence of our church orders to be as good as 
theirs against them, till the contrary be made manifest to the 
world. 

X. In the meanwhile sorry we are that any good and godly 
mind should be grieved ^ with that which is done. But to 
remedy their grief lieth not so much m us as in themselves. 
They do not wish to be made glad with the hurt of the 
Church : and to remove all out of the Church whereat they 
shew themselves to be sorrowful, would be, as we are per- 
suaded, hurtful if not pernicious thereunto. Till they be 
able to persuade the contrary, they must and will I doubt 
not find out some other good means to cheer up themselves. 
Amongst which means the example of Geneva may serve for 
one. Have not they the old popish custom of using god- 
fathers and godmothers m Baptism ? the old popish custom 
of administering the blessed sacrament of the holy Eucharist 
with wafer-cakes ? These things the godly there can digest. 
Wherefore should not the godly here learn to do the like both 
in them and in the rest of the like nature ? Some farther mean 
peradventure it might be to assuage their grief, if so be they 
did consider the revenge they take on them which have been, 
as they interpret it, the workers of their continuance in so 
great grief so long. For if the maintenance of ceremonies be 
a corrosive to such as oppugn them, undoubtedly to such as 
maintain them it can be no great pleasure, when they behold 
how that which they reverence is oppugned. And therefore 
they that judge themselves martyrs when they are grieved, 
should think withal what they are whom they grieve.^ For 

^ T. C. 1 . in p. 180 [and 1. 53.] “ There be numbeis which have 

Antichristiaiuty m such detestation, that they cannot without giicf of 
mind behold them” And allerwaids, “such godly brethren are not 
easily to be grieved, which they seem to be when they aic thus 
martyred m their minds, for ceiemonies which (to apeak the best of 
them) aie impiofilable.” 

^ [Sec a letter of Ai'chdeucon Barfool to Aichbishop Whilgift m 
Strype, Ann. m. i. 350. (is8.jl.) “Truly, my loid, the couloiinable 
ministry is vciy much grieved licrcat. And diveis said plainly, that il 
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we are still to put them in mind that the cause doth make 
no difference ^ for that it must be presumed as good at the 
least on our part as on theirs, till it be in the end decided 
who have stood for truth and who for error. So that till 
then the most effectual medicine and withal the most sound 
to ease their grief, must not be (in our opinion) the taking 
away of those things whereat they are grieved, but the 
altering of that persuasion which they have concerning the 
same. 

[2.] For this we therefore both pray and labour ; the more 
because w^e are also persuaded, that it is but conceit in them 
to think, that those Romish ceremonies w’'hereof we have 
hitherto spoken, are like leprous clothes, infectious unto the 
Church, or like soft and gentle poisons,^ the venom whereof 
being insensibly pernicious, worketh death, and yet is never 
felt working. Thus they say : but because they say it only, 
and the world hath not as yet had so gieat experience of their 
art in curing the diseases of the Church, that the bare 
authority of their word should persuade in a cause so weighty, 
they may not think much if it be required at their hands to 
shew, first, by what means so deadly infection can grow from 
similitude between us and the church of Rome in these things 
indifferent ; secondly, for that it were infinite if the Church 
should provide against every such evil as may come to pass. 
It is not sufficient that they shew possibility of dangerous 
event, unless there appear some likelihood also of the same 
to follow in us, except we prevent it. Nor is this enough, 
unless It be moreover made plain, that there is no good and 

they had thought this would have been the end, they would have joined 
with the other in then lecusancy, lather than have offeied themselves to 
such reproachful speeches, as were given out of them by some of that 
faction Foi they told him, that there was a lettei theie in the countiy 
sent from Mr. Field of London, [a gieat Pmitan,] to the ministeis in 
those parts, lecusants, exhorting them to stand stoutly to the cause j 
affirming the same not to be theirs, but the Loid’s ; boldly assuring, 
that such as had subscribed had made a breach, as he was informed 
Field termed it And iherefoie rashly judging of them, that they 
nevei would do good hcreaftei, and slanderously teuning them by the 
name of branded menm. He assuicd his grace, theic was great grief 
conceived hereat.” In a schedule of complaints fiom Suffolk Arch- 
deaconry, 1586 ‘‘ The communion was received by many sitting, and 

those that conlormed to the Church called Time-serveis.” Whiter, i. 

497.] 

^ Although the corruptions in them strike not straight to the heail, 
yet as gentle poisons they consume by little and little.’" T. C. lib. iii. 
p. 171. 
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sufficient way of prevention, but by evacuating clean, and by 
emptying the Church of every such rite and ceremony, as is 
presently called in question. Till this be done, their good 
affection towards the safety of the Church is acceptable, but 
the -way they pi escribe us to preserve it by must rest in 
suspense. 

[3 ] And lest hereat they take occasion to turn upon us 
the speech of the prophet Jeremy used against Babylon, 
“ Behold we have done our endeavour to cure the diseases 
of Babylon, but she through her wilfulness doth rest un- 
cured ; ^ let them consider into what straits the Church 
might drive itself in being guided by this their counsel. 
Their axiom is, that the sound believing Church of Jesus 
Christ may not be like heretical churches in any of those 
indifferent things, which men make choice of, and do not 
take by prescript appointment of the word of God. In the 
word of God the use of bread is prescribed, as a thing with- 
out which the Eucharist may not be celebrated ; but as for 
the kind of bread it is not denied to be a thing indifferent. 
Being indifferent of itself, we are by this axiom of theirs to 
avoid the use of unleavened bread in that sacrament, because 
such bread the church of Rome being heretical useth. But 
doth not the selfsame axiom bar us even from leavened 
bread also, which the church of the Grecians useth ; the 
opinions whereof are in a number of things the same for 
which we condemn the church of Rome, and in some things 
erroneous where the church of Rome is acknowledged to be 
sound, as namely, in the article about proceeding of the 
Holy Ghost ? And lest here they should say that because 
the Greek church is farther off, and the church of Rome 
nearer, we are in that respect rather to use that which the 
church of Rome useth not : let them imagine a reformed 
church in the city of Venice, where a Greek church and a 
popish both are. And when both these are equally near, 
let them consider what the third shall do. Without either 
leavened or unleavened bread, it can have no sacrament ; 
the word of God doth tie it to neither ; and their axiom doth 
exclude it from both. If this constrain them, as it must, to 
grant that their axiom is not to take any place save in those 
things only where the Church hath larger scope ; it resteth 
that they search out some stronger reason than they have as 
yet alleged ; otherwise they constrain not us to think that 
^ Jer. h, 9. 
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the Church is tied unto any such rule or axiom, no not then 
when she hath the widest field to walk in, and the greatest 
Store of choice. 

XL Against such ceremonies generally as are the same in 
the church of England and of B-ome, we see what hath been 
hitherto alleged. Albeit therefore we do not find the one 
church’s having of such things to be sufficient cause why the 
other should not have them : nevertheless, in case it may be 
proved, that amongst the number of rites and orders coin- 
mon unto both, there are particulars, the use whereof is 
utterly unlawful in regard of some special bad and noisome 
quality ; there is no doubt but we ought to relinquish such 
rites and orders, what freedom soever we have to retain the 
other still. As therefore we have heard their general excep- 
tion against all those things, which being not commanded in 
the word of God, were first received in the church of Rome, 
and from thence have been derived into ours; so it fol- 
loweth that now we proceed unto certain kinds of them, as 
being excepted against not only for that they are m the 
church of Rome, but are besides either Jewish, or abused 
unto idolatry, and so grown scandalous. 

[2.] The church of Rome, they say, being ashamed of the 
simplicity of the gospel, did almost out of all religions teke 
whatsoever had any fair and gorgeous show,^ borrowing in 
that respect from the Jews sundry of their abolished cere- 
monies. Thus by foolish and ridiculous imitation, all their 
massing furniture almost they took from the Law, lest having 
an altar and a priest, they should want vestments for their 
stage; 2 so that whatsoever we have m common with the 
church of Rome, if the same be of this kind we ought to 
remove it. “Constantine the emperor speaking of the 
keeping of the feast of Easter, saith, 'That it is an un- 
woithy thing to have any thing common with that most 
spiteful company of the Jews.’ ^ And a little after he saith, 
'That it is most absurd and against reason, that the Jews 
should vaunt and glory that the Christians could not keep 

1 Eccles. Disc. lol. 98 [m T. C.’b Uansl. p 131, 2.] and T. C\ lib. 
lii. p, 181 “ Many of these popish ceremonies faulty by icason of the 

pomp in them ; where they should be agreeable to the simplicity of tlie 
gospel of Christ crucified ” I l^ccl. Disc. ibid. ) 

^ T. C. hb. 1. p. 132. C103.] FAiseb. de Vit. ^Const. lib, iii. c. 18. 
{M'^ideP Toivw iatrw ijfjup KOivhv {xerh. rov rwv ^ • 

^arr\ yhp ws &>roir<i)raroy, iKelvovs auxfiv dpa 'urapeKThi 

avroov didacricaXlas ravra (pvXdrreip ohK InavoL ] 
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those things without their doctrine.^ And in another place 
it is said after this sort : ‘ It is convenient so to order the 
matter, that -we have nothing common with that nation/^ 
The council of Laodicea, which was afterwards confirmed 
by the sixth general council,^ decreed ‘ that the Christians 
should not take unleavened bread of the Jews, or communi- 
cate with their impiety/ ^ 

[3.] For the easier manifestation of truth in this point, 
two things there are which must be considered ; namely, the 
causes wherefore the Church should decline from Jewish 
ceremonies; and how far it ought so to do One cause 
is that the Jews were the deadliest and spitefullest enemies 
of Christianity that were in the world, and in this respect 
their orders so far forth to be shunned, as we have already 
set down in handling the matter of heathenish ceremonies. 
For no enemies being so venomous against Christ as Jews, 
they were of all other most odious, and by that mean least 
to be used as fit church patterns for imitation. Another 
cause is the solemn abrogation of the Jews' ordinances; 
which ordinances for us to resume, were to check our Lord 
himself which hath disannulled them. But how far this 
second cause doth extend, it is not on all sides fully agreed 
upon. And touching those things whereunto it reachelh 
not, although there be small cause wherefore the church 
should frame itself to the Jews' example in respect of their 
persons which aie most hateful ; yet God himself having 
been the author of their laws, herein they are (notwithstand- 
ing the former consideration) still worthy to be honoured, 
and to be followed above others, as much as the state of 
things will bear. 

[4 ] Jewish ordinances had some things natural, and of 
the perpetuity of those things no man doubteth. That 
which was positive we likewise know to have been by the 
coming of Christ partly necessary not to be kept, and partly 
indifferent to be kept or not. Of the former kind circum- 
cision and sacrifice were. For this point Stephen was 
accused, and the evidence which his accusers brought 

•* Socrat hi) i. c, 9 [ToSro otircos iTravopBovorBai ws 

fX€rk rod tup itarpoKrSvup re ml icvpioKr6p(cp ^Kelpup ^Opovs eh'ai koipSp.] 

^ [Or latlicr by the council called Quinisextuin vid, Labb. C'onc. 
vi. 1x24, 1X^6.] 

Tom. 1. Concib Laod ('an. 38 [i. 1503 od Sei rrap^ rup ^lovdaloop 
&{'vjua Aaju$dpeiPf ^ (coipupeip rats &.a€0€lats adrup»] 
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against him m judgment was, ‘‘This man ceaseth not to 
speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the 
Law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth 
shall destroy this place, and shall change the ordinances 
that Moses gave True it is that this doctrine was 

then taught, which unbelievers condemning for blasphemy 
did therein commit that which they did condemn. The 
Apostles notwithstanding from whom Stephen had received 
it, did not so teach the abrogation, no not of those things 
which were necessarily to cease, but that even the Jews 
being Christian, might for a time continue m them. And 
therefore m Jerusalem the first Christian bishop not cir- 
cumcised was Maik ; and he not bishop till the days of 
Adrian the emperor, after the overthrow of Jerusalem: 
there having been fifteen bishops before him which were all 
of the circumcision.2 

The Christian Jews did think at the first not only them- 
selves but the Christian Gentiles also bound, and that neces- 
sarily, to observe the whole Law. There went forth certain 
of the sect of Pharisees which did believe, and they coming 
unto Antioch, taught that it was necessary for the Gentiles to 
be circumcised, and to keep the law of Moses ® Whereupon 
there grew dissension, Paul and Barnabas disputing against 
them. The determination of the council held at Jerusalem 
concerning this matter was finally this. “ Touching ^ the 
Gentiles which believe, we have written and determined 
that they observe no such thing.'' ^ Their protestation by 
letters is, “ Forasmuch as we have heard that certain which 
departed from us have troubled you with words, and cum- 
bered your minds, saying, Ye must be ciicumcised and 
keep the Law , know that we gave them no such command- 
ment." Paul therefore continued still teaching the Gentiles, 
not only that they were not bound to observe the laws of 
Moses, but that the observation of those laws, which were 
necessarily to be abrogated, was in them altogether unlawful. 
In which point his doctrine was misreported, as though he 

^ Acts vi. 13, 14. 

^ Vide Nicuph. lib iii cap. 25. L’E'jrl Se roi^rois *lo^Sas Treyr^fcat- 
d^waroy otfs ^Qvoiv dXcoo'tP 5 ta 5 ^Xerai MdpKOS" ro<Xovrot 

r&y 'AToa‘r 6 A(ay is rhu etprf/jL^yoy *Ioi 55 a^ iTrlcricoirot itc irtspirofirfs iy 
'l^poGtoXiLfpLOLs yeySvacriy ] et Sulpit. Sever, p. 149. ui edit. ^ Plant. 
[‘‘Turn llierobolymtv non nid ex circumcLsione habebat Kcclesia 
Sacerdotem," p. 364. ed. Horn. 1665.] 

^ Acts XV. Acts XXI. 25. ^ Acts xv. 24. 
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had every where preached this, not only concerning the 
Gentiles, but also touching the Jews. Wherefore coming 
unto James and the rest of the clergy at Jerusalem, they 
told him plainly of it, saying, ‘‘Thou seest, brother, how 
many thousand Jews there are which believe, and they are 
all zealous of the Law. Now they are informed of thee, 
that thou teachest all the Jews which are amongst the 
Gentiles to forsake Moses, and sayest that they ought not 
to circumcise their children, neither to live after the cus- 
toms. ^ And hereupon they gave him counsel to make it 
apparent in the eyes of all men, that those flying reports 
were untrue, and that himself being a Jew kept the Law 
even as they did. 

In some things therefore we see the Apostles did teach, 
that there ought not to be conformity between the Christian 
Jews and Gentiles. How many things this law of incon- 
formity did comprehend, there is no need we should stand 
to examine. This general is true, that the Gentiles were 
not made conformable unto the Jews, in that which was 
necessarily to cease at the coming of Christ. 

[5.] Touching things positive, which might either cease 
or continue as occasion should require, the Apostles 
tendering the zeal of the Jews, thought it necessary to 
bind even the Gentiles for a time to abstain as the Jews 
did, “from things offered unto idols, from blood, from 
strangled.” These decrees were every where delivered 
unto the Gentiles to be straitly observed and kept.^ In the 
other matters, where the Gentiles were free, and the Jews 
in their own opinion still tied, the Apostles’ doctrine unto 
the Jews was, “ condemn not the Gentile ; ” unto the Gentile, 
“ despise not the Jew.”^ The one sort they warned to take 
heed, that scrupulosity did not make them rigorous, in giving 
unadvised sentence against their brethren which were free ; 
the other, that they did not become scandalous, by abusing 
their liberty and freedom to the offence of their weak brethren 
which were scrupulous. From hence therefore two conclu- 
sions there are which may evidently be drawn, the first, 
that whatsoever conformity of positive laws the Apostles 
did bring m between the churches of Jews and Gentiles, 
it was in those things only which might either cease or 
continue a shorter or longer time, as occasion did most 

1 Acts xxi. 20 “ Acts XV. 28, 29. 

Acts xvi. 4. ^ Rom. xiv. 10. 
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require ; the second, that they did not impose upon the 
churches of the Gentiles any part of the Jews’ ordinances 
with bond of necessary and perpetual observation, (as we 
all both by doctrine and practice acknowledge,) but only in 
respect of the conveniency and fitness for the present state 
of the Church as then it stood The words of the council’s 
decree concerning the Gentiles are, “ It seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon you no more burden 
saving only those things of necessity, abstinence from idol- 
offerings, from strangled and blood, and from fornication.”^ 
So that in other things positive which the coming of Christ 
did not necessarily extinguish the Gentiles were left 
altogether free. 

[6.] Neither ought it to seem unreasonable that the 
Gentiles should necessarily be bound and tied to Jewish 
ordinances, so far forth as that decree importeth. For to 
the Jew, who knew that their difference from other nations 
which were aliens and strangers from God, did especially 
consist in this, that God’s people had positive ordinances 
given to them of God himself, it seemed marvellous hard, 
that the Christian Gentiles should be incorporated into the 
same commonwealth with God’s own chosen people, and 
be subject to no part of his statutes, more than only the 
law of nature, which heathens count themselves bound 
unto. It was an opinion constantly received amongst the 
Jews, that God did deliver unto the sons of Noah seven 
precepts : namely, first, to live in some form of regiment 
under public laws ; secondly, to serve and call upon the 
name of God ; thirdly, to shun idolatry ; fourthly, not to 
suffer effusion of blood ; fifthly, to abhor all unclean know- 
ledge in the flesh ; sixthly, to commit no rapine ; seventhly, 
and finally, not to eat of any living creature whereof the 
blood was not first let out.^ If therefoie the Gentiles would 

^ [Acts XV 28 ] 

Lib qui Seder 01 am mscnbitur. [Or ‘‘The World’s Older,” 
being a summary of events and dates from the creation to the war of 
Bar Cochab, supposed to have been wiitten about a.d 130. Wolf, 
Bibl Hebi. 1. 491. cd. 1715 The passage cited is cap. 5 p, 16. cd. 
Meyer. AmsteLud. 1699 “ Fiom the Red sea they joiirneyed unto 

Marah . . Theie were given unto Israel ten precept.s ; ” [Exod. xv. 
23, 25.1 “seven of them, concerning which commandment had been 
given to the Sons of Noah.], 1. [the judgments) : 2. HDIl 

[the malediction of the Name (of God)] : 3. (i^'tore 

usually ITlt JTTlDXf “strange worship,”) “the worship of idols] 
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be exempt from the law of Moses, yet it might seem hard 
they should also cast off even those things positive which 
were observed before Moses, and which were not of the 
same kind with laws that were necessarily to cease. And per- 
adventure hereupon the council saw it expedient to 
determine, that the Gentiles should, according unto the 
third, the seventh, and the fifth, of those precepts, abstain 
from things sacrificed unto idols, from strangled and blood, 
and from fornication The rest the Gentiles did of their 
own accord observe, nature leading them thereto. 

[7.] And did not nature also teach them to abstain from 
fornication ? No doubt it did. Neither can we with reason 
think, that as the former two are positive, so likewise this, 
being meant as the Apostle doth otherwise usually under- 
stand it ^ But very marriage within a number of degrees 
being not only by the law of Moses, but also by the law 
of the sons of Noah (for so they took it) an unlawful dis- 
covery of nakedness ; this discovery of nakedness by 
unlawful marriages such as Moses in the law reckoneth 
up,^ I think it for mine own part more probable to have 
been meant in the words of that canon, than fornication 
according unto the sense of the law of nature. Words 
must be taken according to the matter whereof they are 
uttered. The Apostles command to abstain from blood. 
Construe this meaning according to the law of nature, and 
it will seem that homicide only is forbidden. But construe 
It in reference to the law of the Jews about which the ques- 
tion was, and it shall easily appear to have a clean other 
sense, and in any man’s judgment a truer, when w^e expound 
it of eating and not of shedding blood. So if we speak of 
fornication, he that knoweth no law but only the law of 
nature must needs make thereof a narrower construction, 
than he which measurcth the same by a law, w'^herein 
sundry kinds even of conjugal copulation are prohibited 

4. [the shedding of blood] ; 5. DPll/ [the dis- 

covery of nakedness] : 6 . till [rapine]; 7* ‘’Hn JD ‘IIIK [(partaking of) 
any member of a living creature.] Israel added unto these at that 
lime the Sabbath, and judgments,” (on the difference between 

this and the fust precept see Selden, Dc Jure Nat. et Gent, ap, licb. 
vii 5. p. 809.) “and the honouring of paients.” The whole passage 
is quoted and illustrated by Selden, lib. 1. c. 10 p. 123.] 

^ Tleb. xiii, 4 ; t Cor. v, n ; Gal. v. 19. 

® Lev. xviii. 
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as impure, unclean, unhonest St. Paul himself doth term 
incestuous marriage fornication.^ If any do rather think 
that the Christian Gentiles themselves, through the loose 
and corrupt custom of those times, took simple fornication 
for no sin, and were in that respect offensive unto believing 
Jews, which by the Law had been better taught, our pro- 
posing of another conjecture is unto theirs no prejudice.^ 

[8.] Some things therefore we see there were, wheiein the 
Gentiles were forbidden to be like unto the Jews , some 
things wherein they were commanded not to be unlike. 
Again, some things also there were, wherein no law of God 
did let but that they might be either like or unlike, as 
occasion should require. And unto this purpose Leosaith,^ 
‘‘ Apostolical ordinance (beloved,) knowing that our Lord 
Jesus Christ came not into this world to undo the law, 
hath in such sort distinguished the mysteries of the Old 
Testament, that certain of them it hath chosen out to 
benefit evangelical knowledge withal, and for that purpose 
appointed that those things which before were Jewislr might 
now be Christian customs.” The cause why the Apostles 
did thus conform the Christians as much as might be 
according to the pattern of the Jews, was to rein them in 
by this mean the more, and to make them cleave the better. 

[9 ] The Church of Christ hath had m no one thing so 
many and so contrary occasions of dealing as about Judaism * 
some having thought the whole Jewish Law wicked and 
damnable in itself ; some not condemning it as the former 
sort absolutely, have notwithstanding judged it either sooner 
necessary to be abrogated, or further unlawful to be ob- 
served than truth can bear j some of scrupulous simplicity 
urging perpetual and universal observation of the J^aw of 
Moses necessary, as the Christian Jews at the first in the 
Apostles^ times ; some as heretics, holding the same no 
less even after the contrary determination set down by 

^ X Cor V I. 

2 [Selden m the woik above cited {which is Ihioughoul an elaborate 
commentary on the seven Noachical precepts) appiovcs this construction 
of the woid iroppsla : though he does not think that the council of 
Jeuisalem was leferring to those precepts . lib. vn. c. 12, p. 845. 1 

Leo m Jejun Mens. Sept. Sei. 9. [vii c. i. ‘^Aposjolica insth 
tutio, dilectissiiin, cpiie Dom. jesum Chiistum ad hoc venisse in luum 
nmndum novcnit, ut legem non solveret sod ^ iinpleiet, ita Veteris 
Testamenti docrcla chstinxit, ut quuedam ex eis sicut erant condita 
evangelical eruditioni profutura decerperet, ^ et (luai dudimi luerant 
consuetudinis judaiem ficrent observantim Christianic,”] 
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consent of the Church at Jerusalem ; finally some being 
herein resolute through mere infidelity, and with open 
professed enmity against Christ, as unbelieving Jews. 

To control slanderers of the Law and Prophets, such as 
Marciomtes and Manichees were, the Church in her liturgies 
hath intermingled with readings out of the New Testament 
lessons taken out of the Law and Prophets , whereunto 
Tertullian alluding, saith of the Church of Christ,^ “It 
intermingleth with evangelical and apostolical writings the 
Law and the Prophets ; and from thence it drmketh in that 
faith, which with water it sealeth, clotheth with the Spirit, 
nourisheth with the Eucharist, with martyrdom setteth for- 
ward.^’ They would have wondered in those times to hear, 
that any man being not a favourer of heresy should term 
this by way of disdain, “mangling of the Gospels and 
Epistles.” 

[10.] They which honour the Law as an image of the 
wisdom of God himself, are notwithstanding to know that 
the same had an end in Christ. But what ? Was the Law 
so abolished with Christ, that after his ascension the office 
of Priests became immediately wicked, and the very name 
hateful, as importing the exercise of an ungodly function ? ® 
No, as long as the glory of the Temple continued, and till 
the time of that final desolation was accomplished, the very 
Christian Jews did continue with their sacrifices and other 
parts of legal service. That very Law therefore which our 
Saviour was to abolish, did not so soon become unlawful 
to be obseived as some imagine; nor was it afterwards un- 
lawful isO ftWy that the very name of Altar, of Priest, of 
Sacrifice itself, should be banished out of the world For 
though God do now hate sacrifice, whether it be heathenish 
or Jewish, so that we cannot have the same things which 

1 Teitull. de Priuscnpl. adveis. ItaireU [c. 36. ‘^Uniim Dcum 
novit (/icatorein univcrsilatis, et Christum Jesiim ex Virgine Maria 
Dei Crealons, et carnis re&urrcctionem : legem el prophetas 
cum evangclicih et apostoUci.s litcris miscet, et indc potat iideiu . earn 
a(|ua signal, Sanclo Spiritu vestit, cucharistia pascit, martyrio ex- 
hoilatui.”] 

^ T. C. HI), ni. p. 171. **What an abusing also is il to affirm the 
mangling of the Gospels and Epistles to have been biouglit into the 
Ghui ch by godly and learned men 1 ” 

^ T, C. lib. i. p. 216. ^‘Seeing that the ofllce and function of 
priests was after our Saviour Christ’s ascension naught and ungodly ; 
the name whcicliy they were called, which did (‘xeicise that ungodly 
function, cannot be othciwise taken than in the evil part ” 
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they had but with impiety; yet unless there be some 
greater let than the only evacuation of the Law of Moses, 
the names themselves may (I hope) be retained without 
sin, in respect of that proportion which things established 
by our Saviour have unto them which by him are abrogated. 
And so throughout all the writings of the ancient Fathers 
we see that the words which were do continue; the only 
difference is, that whereas before they had a literal, they 
now have a metaphorical use, and are as so many notes 
of remembrance unto us, that what they did signify m the 
letter is accomplished in the truth. And as no man can 
deprive the Church of this liberty, to use names whereunto 
the Law was accustomed, so neither are we generally for- 
bidden the use of things which the Law hath; though it 
neither command us any paiticular rite, as it did the Jews 
a number, and the weightiest which it did command them 
are unto us in the Gospel prohibited. 

[ii.] Touching such as through simplicity of error did 
urge universal and perpetual observation of the Law of 
Moses at the first, we have spoken already. Against Jewish 
heretics and false apostles teaching afterwards the selfsame, 
St Paul in every epistle commonly either disputeth or giveth 
warning. Jews that were zealous for the Law, but withal 
infidels in respect of Christianity, and to the name of Jesus 
Christ most spiteful enemies, did while they flourished no 
less persecute the Church than heathens. Aftei their estate 
was overthrown, they were not that way so much to be 
feared. Howbeit, because they had their synagogues in 
every famous city almost throughout the world, and by that 
means great opportunity to withdraw from the Christian 
faith, which to do they spared no labour; this gave the 
church occasion to make sundry laws against them. As 
in the council of Laodicea,^ “ The festival presents which 
Jews or heretics use to send must not be received, nor 
holidays solemnized in their company.^’ Again, “ from the 
Jews men ought not to receive their unleavened, nor to 
communicate with their impieties.” Which council was 
afterwards indeed confirmed by the sixth general council 
But what was the true sense or meaning both of the one 

^ Cone. Laocl Can. 37, 38. [“Non oportet a JikIots vel bffirotids 
feriatica, epux* mittuntur accipeie nec cum eis dies agere festos. Non 
oportet a Judaus azyma accipere, aiit communicare impictatibus corum.” 
Cone. Reg. IL n6.J T. C. lib. 1. p. 132. [103.] 
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and the other? Were Chnstians here forbidden to com- 
municate in unleavened bread because the Jews did so 
being enemies of the Church ?i He which attentively shall 
weigh the words will suspect, that they rather forbid com- 
munion with Jews, than imitation of them : much more, if 
with these two decrees be compared a third in the council 
of Constantinople, “ Let no man either of the clergy or laity 
eat the unleavened of the Jews, nor enter into any familiarity 
with them, nor send for them in sickness, nor take physic at 
their hands, nor as much as go into the bath with them If 
any do otherwise being a clergyman, let him be deposed ; if 
being a lay person, let excommunication be his punishment ” 
[12.] If these canons were any argument, that they which 
made them did utterly condemn similitude between the 
Christians and Jews in things indifferent appertaining unto 
religion, either because the Jews were enemies unto the 
Church, or else for that their ceremonies were abrogated ; 
these reasons had been as strong and effectual against their 
keeping the feast of Easter on the same day the Jews kept 
theirs, and not according to the custom of the West church. 
For so they did from the first beginning till Constantine’s 
time. For m these two things the East and West churches 
did interchangeably both confront the Jews and concur with 
them the West church using unleavened bread, as the Jews 
in their passover did, but differing from them in the day 
whereon they kept the feast of Easter; contrariwise the 
East chuich celebrating the feast of Easter on the same day 
with the Jews, but not using the same kind of bread which 
they did Now if so be the East church in using leavened 
bread had done ill,‘^ cither for that the Jews were enemies 
to the Church, or because Jewish ceremonies were abrogated ; 
how should we think but that Victor the bishop of Rome 

^ T. C. lib. ni. p 176. [“What can "be m itself more indifferent 
than these two, forbidden the Chnstians for that they were used of the 
enemies of the Chuich ’ ”| 

“Cone Constantmop vi. cap ix. rwv ijf hparm^ rdy/ixan 

^ Aatichs rh wapk r&v ^lovdalcap &(vfia i(f 6i4rco, ^ roio'^rois irpoaouceioicrOca, 
Koil tarp^las 'rrap* ahrSiv \ai^0av4r<Oj ip 0aAapel(p TrapreX&s rovrois fxv\~ 
Kov4<r$<a. El Bi ns rovro irpa^ai ivixeipoln, ei pCev K^rjpcKhs Ka$ai~ 
pd(TBo), d Bh Ka'Ctchs, &.<popiC4(r$(o xvi 618.J 

[So it stands in the original edition, p. 194. But it is most likely 
an oveisight, the sense requiring “not done ill,” or “done well:” 
which reading has been followed hy all the editors except Mr. Hanbury. 
The correction appears to have been Spenser’s : at least it occuis m the 
reprint of his edition, 1632.] 
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(whom all judicious men do in that behalf disallow) did well 
to be so vehement and fierce in drawing them to the like 
dissimilitude for the feast of Easter?^ Again, if the West 
churches had m either of those tw^o respects affected dissimili- 
tude with the Jews in the feast of Easter, what reason had 
they to draw the Eastern church herein unto them, which 
reason did not enforce them to frame themselves unto it in 
the ceremony of leavened bread ? Difference in rites should 
breed no controversy between one church and another ; but 
if controversy be once bred, it must be ended. The feast 
of Easter being therefore litigious in the days of Constantine, 
who honoured of all other churches most the church of 
Rome, which church was the mother from whose breasts he 
had drawn that food which gave him nourishment to eternal 
life , sith agreement was necessary, and yet impossible unless 
the one part were yielded unto ; his desire was that of the 
two the Eastern church should rather yield. And to this 
end he useth sundry persuasive speeches. 

When Stephen the bishop of Rome going about to shew 
what the Catholic Church should do, had alleged what the 
heretics themselves did, namely, that they received such as 
came unto them, and offered not to baptize them anew ; 
St. Cyprian being of a contrary mind to him about the matter 
at that time in question, which was, “Whether heretics con- 
verted ought to be rebaptized, yea or no ? ” answei-ed the 
allegation of Pope Stephen with exceeding great stomach, 
saying, “ To this degree of wretchedness the church of Cxod 
and Spouse of Christ is now come, that her ways she frameth 
to the example of heretics ; that to celebrate the Sacraments 
which heavenly instruction hath delivered, light itself doth 
borrow from darkness, and Christians do that which 
Antichrists do.” ^ 

Now albeit Constantine have done that to further a better 
cause, which Cyprian did to countenance a worse, namely 
the lebaptization of heretics, and have taken advantage at the 
odiousness of the Jews, as Cyprian of heretics, because the 
Eastern church kept their feast of Easter always the four- 
teenth day of the month, as the Jews did, what day of the 

i 

^ [Kuseb V. 24.] 

Cypr. ad Pomp. cent. Stephan. [Ep. 74. § 2, ^*Ad lioc enim 
maloruaa devolnla cst Ecclesia Dei et sponsa Chnsti, ut hajreticonim 
oxempla sedetur, iit ad cclehiandasacramcntacoelcstis disciphiiffi lux de 
tenehns mutuetur, ct id fadant Christiani, quod Antidirlsli fadiml.”] 
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week soever it fell ; or howsoever Constantine did take 
occasion in the handling of that cause to say, It is unworthy 
to have any thing common with that spiteful nation of the 
Jews ^ shall every motive argument used in such kind 
of conferences be made a rule for others still to conclude 
the like by, concerning all things of like nature, when as 
probable inducements may lead them to the contrary ? Let 
both this and other allegations suitable unto it cease to bark 
any longer idly against that truth, the course and passage 
whereof it is not in them to hinder. 

XII. But the weightiest exception, and of all the most 
worthy to be respected, is against such kind of ceremonies, 
as have been so grossly and shamefully abused in the church 
of Rome, that where they remain they are scandalous, yea, 
they cannot choose but be stumblmgblocks, and grievous 
causes of offence. Concerning this point therefore we are 
first to note, what properly it is to be scandalous or offensive ; 
secondly, what kind of ceremonies are such ; and thirdly, 
when they are necessarily for remedy thereof to be taken 
away, and when not. 

[2.] The common conceit of the vulgar sort is, whenso- 
ever they see any thing which they mislike and are angry at, 
to think that every such thing is scandalous, and that them- 
selves m this case are the men concerning whom our Saviour 
spake m so fearful manner, saying, ‘Whosoever shall scandalize 
or offend any one of these little ones which believe in me ^ 

^ Social. Ecclcsiast. Hist. hb. v. c 22. “ Plerique in Asia minore 

untiquilus 14 die mcnsis, nulla rationc diei Sabbati habila, hoc festum 
obscrvarunt. Quod dum facicbant, cum alas, qui aham rationem in 
eodem fcslo agendo scquebantur, usque eo ncquaquam dissenserunl, 
quoad Victor episcopus Romanus, supra modum uacundia mflammatus, 
omncs in Asia qui ciant recrcrapecTKaLdeKarlTat appcllati excommunica- 
verit. Ob <|uoa factum Ircnaius episcopus Lugduni m Victorem per 
ejiistolain graviter invectus cst.” Euseb. de Vita Constant, lib in. cap. 
xS. “Quid puvstabiliiis, quidvc augustius esse poteiat, quam ut hoc 
feslum, per (piod spcm immoxtahtatis nobis o.stentatam habenius, uno 
mode et latioue apud omncs inlegrc sincerequc observaretur ? Ac 
primum omnium mdignum plane vidcbatur, iit ritum et consiietudmem 
imitantes J lukeorvim (qui, (luomam suas ipsorum manus immani scelerc 
polluerunt, merito, ul scelcstos deed, ccoco ammorum errorc tcnentiu 
irretiti) istud festum .sanctissimum ageiemus. In nostra enim situm cst 
potesLate, ut, illorum more rejccto, verioic ac inagis sincere institiilo 
(quod <iuidcm u.scpie a puma passioius die hactenus rccoluimus) hujus 
festi cclebrationem ad po.sterorum seculorum mcmoriam propagemus. 
Nihil igiLur sit nobis cum Judicorum turba, oiumiim odiosa maximo.” 

Matt, xviii. 6. 
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(that is, as they construe it, whosoever shall anger the 
meanest and simplest artisan which carneth a good mind, 
by not removing out of the Church such rites and ceremonies 
as displease him), “ better he were drowned in the bottom of 
the sea.’' But hard were the case of the Church of Christ, if 
this were to scandalize. Men are scandalized when they 
are moved, led, and provoked unto sin. At good thin gs 
evil men may take occasion to do evil ; and so Christ him- 
self was a rock of offence in Israel,^ they taking occasion at 
his poor estate and at the ignominy of his cross, to think him 
unworthy the name of that great and glorious Messias, whom 
the Prophets describe m such ample and stately terms. But 
that which we therefore term offensive because itinviteth men 
to offend, and by a dumb kind of provocation encourageth, 
moveth, or any way leadeth unto sin, must of necessity be 
acknowledged actively scandalous. 

Now some things are so even by their very essence and 
nature, so that wheresoever they are found they are not 
neither can be without this foice of provocation unto evil ; 
of which kind all examples of sin and wickedness are. Thus 
David was scandalous in that bloody act whereby he caused 
the enemies of God to be blasphemous . - thus the whole 
state of Israel scandalous, when their public disorders 
caused the name of God to be ill-spoken of amongst the 
nations.® It is of this kind that Tertullian meancth : 

Offence or scandal, if I be not deceived (saith he), is, when 
the example not of a good but of an evil thing doth set men 
forward unto sin. Good things can scandalize none save 
only evil minds : ” good things have no scandalizing natiiie 
in them. 

[3.] Yet that which is of its own nature either good or at 
least not evil, may by some accident become scandalous at 
certain times and in certain places and to certain men ; the 
open use thereof nevertheless being otherwise without danger. 
The very nature of some rites and ceremonies therefore is 
scandalous, as it was in a number of those which the Mani- 
chees did use, and is in all such as the law of God doth 
forbid. Some are offensive only through the agreement of 

f I Pet. li. 8. 

^ 2 Sam. xn. 14. 

“ 1 -lom. ii. 24 ; Ezek xxxvi. 20 ; Teitull. lib de Virgin. VeUind. [c. 
3. ^ “Scandalum, nisi iallor, non bonue rci sscd malic exeniplum cst, 
pedilicans ,ad delictum. Bona* res ncminem scandalizant, nisi lualani 
mentem. ”] 
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men to use them unto evil, and not else, as the most of 
those things indifferent which the heathens did to the service 
of their false gods, which another, in heart condemning 
their idolatry, could not do with them in show and token 
of approbation without being guilty of scandal given. 
Ceremonies of this kind are either devised at the first unto 
evil, as Eunomian heretics in dishonour of the blessed 
Trinity brought in the laying on of water but once,^ to 
cross the custom of the church which in baptism did it 
thrice; or else having had a profitable use they are after- 
wards interpreted and wrested to the contrary, as those 
heretics which held the Trinity to be thiee distinct not 
persons but natures, abused the ceremony of three times 
laying on water in baptism unto the strengthening of their 
heresy.^ The element of water is in baptism necessary ; 
once to lay it on or twice is indifferent. For which cause 
Gregory making mention thereof saith,^ “To dive an infant 
either thrice or but once in baptism, can be no way a thing 
reprovable, seeing that both in three times washing the 
Trinity of persons, and in one the Unity of the Godhead 
may be signified,^' So that of these two ceremonies neither 
being hurtful in itself, both may serve unto good purpose ; 
yet one was devised, and the other converted, unto evil. 

[4.] Now whereas m the church of Rome certain cere- 
monies are said to have been shamefully abused unto evil, 
as the ceremony of crossing at baptism, of kneeling at the 
eucharist, of using wafer-cakes, and such like ; the question 

^ [Sozom. vi 26 <()acrl Ttj/eSf irpStroy rovrov Evv6fj.tov ToXpJticrat 
elcrriy'fxraa'daif iv ijll^ icaraBvcrei S'/rireXecy r^v Oetay ^dirTLcny, Ka\ 

7rapaxapcf|ai r^y aTrh rooy ’’Airoo'r^Kcoy eicreri vvy iy iracri ({>vXarrofA.€y7}y 
Trapd^oo'iy.'l 

^ [Concil. Tolct XV. Caix 6, t. v p 1706. Propter vitandum 
schxsumtis scaixdaluxn, vel hoerctici dogmatis usuiii, sxmplam teneamus 
baptismi lueisxoneux ; ne vidcantur apud nos, qixi teitio mergunt, hsere- 
ticorum approbarc asserlionein duin sequuntur et inorern ”] 

^ Epibt. ad Leandrixm IIisp. fhh x ep. 43. “ De trina vero mersioixe 

baptismatis nil rcspondeii verms potest quain ipsi sensistis : quia in una 
fide nihil olHcit ecclesim consuetudo diversa. Nos autem quod tertio 
mcigimus, triduanixi scpulturaj sacramenta sxgnamus, ut dtim tertio infans 
ab aquis cducilur, resurrectio tiiduatu teinpous expuniatur. Quod si 
c|uis lorte ctiam pro sumnue Trinitatis venerationc UiStimet fieri, ncque 
ad hoc aliipiid obsistit, baptizandum semel in a<iuis mergeie : ciiiia dum 
in inbus subsist enliis una substantia est, rcprebensibile esse nullatenus 
potest, infantem in baptismate vcl ter vel scmcl inergerc : (.piando el in 
tribus mersionibus pcisonaium Triintas, ct in una potest divmitalis 
singularitas designan.” II. 532,] 
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is, whether for lemedy of that evil wherein such ceremonies 
have been scandalous, and peihaps may be still unto some 
even amongst ourselves, whom the piesence and sight of 
them may confiini in that former error whereto they served 
in times past, they are of necessity to be removed. Are 
these, or any other ceremonies we have common with the 
church of Rome, scandalous and wicked in their very nature ? 
This no man objecteth. Are any such as have been polluted 
from their very birth, and instituted even at the first unto 
that thing which is evil ^ That which hath been ordained 
impiously at the first, may wear out that impiety m tract of 
time ; and then what doth let but that the use thereof may 
stand without offence? The names of our months and of 
our days we are not ignorant from whence they came, and 
with what dishonour unto God they are said to have been 
devised at the first. ^ What could be spoken against any 
thing more effectual to stir hatred, than that which some- 
time the ancient Fathers in this case speak ? Yet those very 
names are at this day in use throughout Christendom with- 
out hurt or scandal to any. Clear and manifest it is, that 
things devised by heretics, yea, devised of a very heretical 
purpose even against leligion, and at their first devising 
worthy to have been withstood, may m time grow meet to 
be kept ; as that custom, the inventors whereof were the 
Eunomian heretics So that customs once established and 
confirmed by long use, being presently without harm, aie 
not in regard of their coirupt original to be held scandalous. 

[5.] But concerning those our ceiemonies which they 
leckon for most popish, they are not able to avouch, that 
any of them was otherwise instituted than unto good, yea, 
so used at the first. It followelh then that they all are 
such, as having served to good purpose, were afterwards 
converted unto the contrary. And sith it is not so much as 

^ [Euseb Kinis ] Horn, xi de Tascli [p 566 pai. 1. t, v. Bibliolh, 
Pati Colon.] ‘ ‘ Iclololaliice consuetudo m laiiliim homines ocaucavcial, 
lit Solis, Luna.’, Martis alque Meicuui, Jovis, Vcncri.s, Saiiuni, et 
diveisis olcmentoium ac dajmonum appellationil>u.s dies vocitaient, cl 
luci tcnebrarani nomcn iinponercnt.’’ Bcda cle Ration Temp. cap. 4* 
[6.] “ Octavus dies idem pumus csl, ad quem icclitui, mdeque [/. 

coque] rursus hcbdoniada inchoalui [/. scmpci ordiiur.] llis noniina a 
planetis Geniilitas indidit, liabeie sc eredens a Sole spinliun, a Luna 
corpu.s a Marie sanguincm, a Mercuric ingenuun et Imguam, a Jove 
lenipcranliam, a Vencic voluplateni, a Saturno taiditatem.” Lsid. 
llisp. lib. V. Etymol. cap 30 [p. 938, ed Gothofred.] “Dies clicU a 
das, quorum nomma Romani quibusdam sidenbus sacra verunt. ” 
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objected against us, that we retain together with them the 
evil wherewith they have been infected in the church of 
Rome, I would demand who they are whom we scandalize, 
by using harmless things unto that good end for which they 
were first instituted. Amongst ourselves that agree in the 
approbation of this kind of good use, no man will say that 
one of us is offensive and scandalous unto another. As for 
the favourers of the church of Rome, they know how far 
we herein differ and dissent from them ; which thing neither 
we conceal, and they by their public writings also profess 
daily how much it grieveth them ; so that of them there 
will not many rise up against us, as witnesses unto the 
indictment of scandal, whereby we might be condemned 
and cast, as having strengthened them in that evil where- 
with they pollute themselves in the use of the same cere- 
monies. And concerning such as withstand the church of 
England herein, and hate it because it doth not sufficiently 
seem to hate Rome ; they (I hope) are far enough from 
being by this mean drawn to any kind of popish error. 
The multitude therefore of them, unto whom we are 
scandalous through the use of abused ceremonies, is not 
so apparent, that it can justly be said in general of any one sort 
of men or odier, we cause them to offend. If it be so, that 
now or then some few are espied, who, having been ac- 
customed heretofore to the rites and ceremonies of the 
church of Rome, are not so scoured of their former rust as to 
forsake their ancient persuasion which they have had, how- 
soever they flame themselves to outward obedience of laws 
and orders : because such may misconstrue the meaning of 
our ceiemonies, and so take them as though they were in 
eveiy soil the same they have been, shall this be thought a 
reason sufficient whereon to conclude that some law must 
necessarily be made to abolish all such ceremonies ? 

[ 6 .] They answer, that there is no law of God which doth 
bind us to retain them. And St. Pauhs rule is, that in those 
things from which without hurt we may lawfully abstain, we 
should frame the usage of our liberty with regard to the 
weakness and imbecility of our brethren. Wherefore unto 
them which stood upon their own defence saying, All 
things are lawful unto me ; ” he replieth, “ but all things are 
not expedient in regard of others. “All things are 
clean, all meats are lawful , but evil unto that man that eateth 
^ i Cor, vi. 12. 
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offensively. If for thy meat's sake thy brother be grieved, 
thou walkest no longer according to charity. Destroy not 
him with thy meat for whom Christ died. Dissolve not for 
food’s sake the work of God.^ We that are strong must 
bear the imbecility of the impotent, and not please our- 
selves."^ It was a weakness in the Christian Jews, and 
a maim of judgment in them, that they thought the Gentiles 
polluted by the eating of those meats which themselves 
were afraid to touch for fear of transgressing the law of 
Moses ^ yea, hereat their hearts did so much rise, that the 
Apostle had just cause to fear, lest they would rather forsake 
Christianity than endure any fellowship with such as made 
no conscience of that which was unto them abominable. 
And for this cause mention is made of destroying the weak 
by meats, and of dissolving the work of God,^ which was his 
Church, a part of the living stones whereof were believing 
Jews. Now those weak brethren before-mentioned are said 
to be as the Jews were, and our ceremonies which have 
been abused in the church of Rome to be as the scandalous 
meats, from which the Gentiles are exhorted to abstain 
m the presence of Jews, for fear of averting them from 
Christian faith. Therefore, as charity did bind them to 
refrain from that for their brethren’s sake, which other- 
wise was lawful enough for them , so it bmdeth us for 
our brethren’s sake likewise to abolish such ceremonies, 
although we might lawfully else retain them. 

[7.] But between these two cases there aie great odds. 
For neither are our weak brethren as the Jews, nor the cere- 
monies which we use as the meats which the Gentiles 
used. The Jews were known to be generally weak in that 
respect ; whereas contrariwise the imbecility of ours is not 
common unto so many, that we can take any such certain 
notice of them. It is a chance if here and there some 
one be found ; and therefore seeing we may presume men 
commonly otherwise, there is no necessity that our practice 
should frame itself by that which the Apostle doth prescribe 
to the Gentiles. 

Again, their use of meats was not like unto our of cere- 
monies that being a matter of private action in common 
life, where every man was free to older that which himself 
did ; but this a public constitution for the ordering of the 

^ Rom. xiv. 20; xv 20 . | ^ | Rom. xv, r,] 

** Rom. xiv. ; xv. I. 
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Church : and we are not to look that the Church should 
change her public laws and ordinances, made according to 
that which is judged ordinanly and commonly fittest for the 
whole, although it chance that for some particular men the 
same be found inconvenient ; ^ especially when there may 
be other remedy also against the sores of particular in- 
conveniences. In this case therefore where any private 
harm doth grow, we are not to reject instruction, as being an 
unmeet plaister to apply unto it; neither can we say, that 
he which appointeth teachers for physicians in this kind of 
evil, is ‘‘ As if a man would set one to watch a child all day 
long lest he should hurt himself with a knife ; whereas by 
taking away the knife from him, the danger is avoided, and 
the service of the man better employed.’^ ^ For a knife 
may be taken away from a child, without depriving them of 
the benefit thereof which have years and discretion to use it. 
But the ceremonies which children do abuse if we remove 
quite and clean, as it is by some required that we should, 
then are they not taken from children only, but from others 
also , which is as though because children may perhaps hurt 
themselves with knives, we should conclude, that therefore 
the use of knives is to be taken quite and clean even from 
men also. 

[8.] Those particular ceremonies, which they pretend to 
be so scandalous, we shall m the next Book have occasion 
more thoroughly to sift, wliere other things also traduced in 
the public duties of the Church whereunto each of these ap- 
pertaineth, are together with these to be touched, and such 
reasons to be examined as have at any time been brought 
either against the one or the other. In the meanwhile 
against the convenicncy of curing such evils by instruction, 
strange it is that they should object the multitude of other 
necessary matteis, wherein preachers may better bestow 
their time, than in giving men warning not to abuse cere- 
monies . a wonder it is, that they should object this, which 

1 Vide llaimenop. [Ilainicnopiih Prompt uanum Jtuis.] lib i. til. i. 
sect. 28. [Tro(.pa0alvov(ri ykp ot voiioOirai rh ^ rh dh yevSjxePov. p. 
20. ed. Gothofr.J 

^ T. C. HI), ill. p, 17B. LiSf> 1 

T. C. 111). Ill, p. 177. “ It is not so convenient that the minister, 

having so many necessaiy points to bestow his time in, should be driven 
to spend it in giving wainmg of not abusing them, of which {although 
they were used to the best) theie is no profit.” [See also i. 56,^ ap. 
Whilg. Defence, 277. The words arc, ‘‘A coimsell not so convenicut, 
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have so many years together troubled the Church with 
quarrels concerning these things, and are even to this 
very hour so earnest in them, that if they write or speak 
publicly but five words, one of them is lightly about the 
dangerous estate of the church of England in respect of 
abused ceremonies. How much happier had it been foi 
this whole Church, if they which have raised contention 
therein about the abuse of rites and ceremonies, had 
considered in due time that there is indeed store of matters 
fitter and better a great deal for teachers to spend time and 
labour in f It is through their importunate and vehement 
asseverations, more than through any such experience which 
we have had of our own, that we are foiced to think it 
possible for one or other now and then, at leastwise in the 
prime of the reformation of our church, to have stumbled at 
some kind of ceremony: wheiein foiasmuch as we are 
contented to take this upon their credit, and to think it 
may be ; sith also they further pretend the same to be so 
dangerous a snare to their souls that are at any time taken 
therein j they must give our teachers leave for the saving 
of those souls (be they never so few) to intermingle 
sometime with other more necessary things admonition 
concerning these not unnecessary. Wherein they should in 
reason more easily yield this leave, considering that here- 
unto we shall not need to use the hundredth part of that 
time, which themselves think very needful to bestow in 
making most bitter invectives against ceremonies of the 
Church. 

XIII. But to come to the last point of all,* the church 
of England is giievously charged with forgetfulness of her 
duty, which duty had been to frame herself unto the pattern 
of their example that went before her m the work of refor- 
mation. ^ For “as the churches of Christ ought to be most 
unlike the synagogue of Antichrist in their indifferent 
ceremonies ; so they ought to be most like one unto 
another, and for preservation of unity to have as much as 
possible may be all the same ceremonies. And therefore 
St. Paul, to establish this order m the church of Corinth, 

that the ministeis and pastors, which have so many necessiuy points to 
bestow their tune on, and to inform the people c)f, should be driven to 
cut off their time appointed thereto, to teach them not to atmse these 
thin|>s, winch if they use never so well, they can gain nothing. 

^ T. C. lib. i. p, 133. [104. J 
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that they should make their gatherings for the poor upon 
the first day of the sabbath, (which is our Sunday,) allegeth 
this for a reason/ That he had so ordained in other 
churches.’’ Again, “As childien of one father and servants 
of one family, so all churches should not only have one diet 
in that they have one word, but also wear as it were one 
livery in using the same ceremonies.” Thirdly, “ This rule 
did the great council of Nice follow, ^ when it ordained, that 
where certain at the feast of Pentecost did pray kneeling, 
they should pray standing : the reason whereof is added, 
which IS, that one custom ought to be kept throughout all 
churches. It is true that the diversity of ceremonies ought 
not to cause the churches to dissent one with another ; but 
yet it maketh most to the avoiding of dissension, that there 
be amongst them an unity not only in doctrine, but also in 
ceremonies. And therefore our form of service is to be 
amended, not only for that it cometh loo near that of the 
Papists, but also because it is so different from that of the 
reformed chinches.” ^ Being asked ^ to what churches ours 
should conform itself, and why other reformed churches 
should not as well frame themselves to ours ; their answer 
is, “ that if there be any ceremonies which we have better 
than othcis, they ought to frame themselves to us ; if they 
have better than we, then we ought to frame ourselves to 
them ; if the ceiemonics be alike commodious, the latei 
churches should conform themselves to the first, as the 
younger daughter to the elder. Tor as St. Paul in the 
members, where all other things aie equal, noteth it for a 
maik of honour above the rest, that one is called before 
another to the Gospel/’ so is it for the same cause amongst 
the churches. And in this respect he pincheih the Corinths,^* 
that not beingUho first whicli received the Gospel, yet they 
would have their several manners fiom other churches. 
Moreover, where the ceremonies are alike commodious, the 
fewer ought to conform themselves unto the more. Foras- 
much therefore as all the churches ” (so far as they know' 
wFich plead after this manner) of our confession in 

^ X Cor. xvi 1. 

^ Can* 20. Th(i canon of tliat council winch is here cited doth 
provide against kneeling at prayer on Sundays, or for fifty days after 
Easter on any day, anti not at the ftusl of Pentecost only, fii. 202, 226 ; 

’''■■'T'c. lib. i. p. 182. 183. * I By WhilKift, Def. Ii8i.l 

« Rom. xvl 5, 7 * ^ ^ 
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doctrine agree in the abrogation of divers things which we 
retain, our church ought either to shew that they have done 
evil, or else she is found to be in fault that doth not 
conform herself in that, which she cannot deny to be well 
abrogated.” ^ 

[2.] In this axiom, that preservation of peace and unity 
amongst Christian churches should be by all good means 
procured, we join most willingly and gladly with them 
Neither deny we but that to the avoiding of dissension it 
availeth much that there be amongst them an unity as well 
in ceremonies as m doctrine. The only doubt is about the 
manner of their unity ; how far churches are bound to be 
uniform in their ceremonies, and what way they ought to 
take for that purpose. 

[3.] Touching the one, the rule which they have set down 
is, that in ceremonies indifferent, all churches ought to be 
one of them unto another as like as possibly 2 they may be. 
Which possibly we cannot otherwise construe, than that it 
doth require them to be even as like as they may be without 
breaking any positive ordinance of God. For the cere- 
monies whereof we speak, being matter of positive law, they 
are indifferent, if God have neither himself commanded nor 
forbidden them, but left them unto the Church’s discretion. 
So that if as great uniformity be required as is possible in 
these things ; seeing that the law of God forbiddeth not any 
one of them, it followeth that from the greatest unto the 
least they must be in every Christian chuich the same, 
except mere impossibility of so having it be the hindcrance. 
To us this opinion seemeth over extreme and violent : wc 
rather incline to think it a just and reasonable cause for any 
church, the state whereof is free and independent, if in these 
things it differ from other churches, only for tliat it doth not 
judge it so fit and expedient to be framed therein by the 
pattern of their example, as to be otherwise framed than 
they. That of Gregoiy unto Leander is a charitable speech 
and a peaceable , “In iina fide ml officit ecclesiiu sancta) 
consuetudo diversa : ” “ Where the faith of the holy Church 
is one, a difference in customs of the Church doth no harm.” 
That of St. Augustine to Casulanus is somewhat more 
paiticular, and touch etli what kind of cxTcmrinies they arc, 
wherein one church may vary from the example of another 

1 fT C. lii. 183.1 ® fT. C i. i04d 

^ Epist. hi), i. p. 41. Kp. 86. al 36, c. 9. 
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without hurt : ^‘Let the faith of the whole Church, how wide 
soever it have spread itself, be always one, although the unity 
of belief be famous for variety of certain ordinances, where- 
by that which is rightly believed suffereth no kind of let or 
impediment/^ ^ Calvin goeth further, As concerning rites in 
paiticular, let the sentence of Augustine take place, ^ which 
leaveth it free unto all churches to receive each their own 
custom. Yea sometime it profiteth and is expedient that 
there be diiference, lest men should think that religion is 
tied to outward ceremonies. Always provided that there be 
not any emulation, nor that churches delighted with novelty 
affect to have that which others have not/’ ^ 

[4 ] They which grant it true that the diversity of cere- 
monies in this kind ought not to cause dissension in churches, 
must either acknowledge that they grant in affect nothing 
by these words ; or if any thing be granted, there must as 
much be yielded unto, as we affirm against their foimer 
strict assertion. For if churches be urged by way of duty to 
take such ceremonies as they like not of, how can dissen- 
sion be avoided ? Will they say that there ought to be no 
dissension, because such as be uiged ought to like of that 
wheieunto they are urged? If they say this, they say just 
nothing. For how should any church like to be urged of 
duty, by such as have no authority or power over it, unto 
those things which being indifferent it is not of duty bound 
unto them ? Is it then meaning, that theie ought to be no 
dissension, because, that which churches arc not bound 
unto, no man ought by way of duty to urge upon them ; and 
if any man do, he standeth in the sight of both God and 
men most justly blamcable, as a needless disturber of the 
peace of God’s Church, and an author of dissension? In 


' [“Sit c'lgo ana Tides xiniversu\ ubique dilalaltir, KccTesia; , . . 
etianisi ipsa Tdci iinitas cjuihusdam diversis obseivationibus celebratiir, 
(pulms nullo modo <piod in fide vciiim cst impeditur.” t. ii. 77.] 

^ [Kp. 54. t. u, 124,1 

Respon. ad. Med. “ Res)Kmsi<) ad versipellcm (piendani Media- 
toicm, qm pacilieandi specie reclnm Kvangelii cm sum in Clallia abrnni- 
perc ronatus est/’ “ (^)iiantum ad ntus parliculares, vigeat sane 
Augustim sentcnlia ; ut singulis ecclesiis Hlierum sit morem suiuu 
lenere; imiuo uiterdum utile est, nc extends eivnuionus alligetur 
rebgio, alicpiid esse varietaHs: modo absit lemulalio, ucc aid ab alns 
novitate illedi diversum aluiind habere affectent ” Tract. Theol p. 
414, Genev. ic;97. The “ versipellis Mediator” was Gassandcr, who in 
1561 published a trad “ De oTicio pii ac publics tranquillilatis vere 
gmantis viri in hoc rcligionis dissidio.”J 
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saying this, they both condemn their own practice, when 
they press the church of England with so strict a bond of 
duty in these things ; and they overthrow the ground of 
their practice, which is, that there ought to be in all kind 
of ceremonies uniformity, unless impossibility hinder it. 

[5.] For proof whereof it is not enough to allege what St. 
Paul did about the matter of collections, or what noblemen 
do in the liveries of their servants, or what the council of 
Nice did for standing in time of prayer on certain days , 
because though St. Paul did will them of the church of 
Corinth ^ every man to lay up somewhat by him upon the 
Sunday, and to reserve it in store, till himself did come 
thither to send it unto the church of Jerusalem for relief of 
the poor there ; signifying withal, that he had taken the like 
order with the churches of Galatia , yet the reason which he 
yieldeth of this order taken both in the one place and the 
other, sheweth the least part of his meaning to have been 
that whereunto his words are writhed. “Concerning cob 
lection for the saints, (he meaneth them of Jerusalem,) as I 
have given order to the church of Galatia, so likewise do 
ye,^’ saith the Apostle; “that is, in every first of the week 
let each of you lay aside by himself, and reserve according 
to that which God hath blessed him with, that when I come 
collections be not then to make; and that when I am come, 
whom you shall choose, them I may forthwith send away by 
letters to carry your beneficence unto Jerusalem.'^- Out of 
which words to conclude the duty of uniformity throughout 
all churches in all manner of indifferent ceremonies will be 
very hard, and therefore best to give it over. 

[6.] But perhaps they are by so much the more loth to 
forsake this argument, for that it hath, though nothing else, 
yet the name of Scripture, to give it some kind of counten- 
ance more than the next of livciy coats afforded 
For neither is it any man’s duty to clothe all his children or 

T. C. lib i. p. 133. [104.3 “ And therefore Si. Paul, to establislt 
this ordei in the church of Corinth, that they should make theii 
gatherings foi the poor upon the first clay of the Sabbath, (which is our 
Sunday,) allegcth this foi a reason, That he had so ordained in olliei 
churches. ” 

^ I Cor. xvi. X 

•’ T. C. lib. 1 p, 133. [104.3 “Bo that as children of one father, 

and .servants of one inastci, he will have all the clmrches not only have* 
one diet in that they have one word, but also wear as it were one livery 
in using the same ceremonies. 
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all his servants with one weed, nor theirs to clothe themselves 
so, if it were left to their own judgments, as these ceremonies 
are left of God to the judgment oi the Church. And seeing 
churches are rather m this case like divers families than like 
divers servants of one family j because every church, the 
state whereof is independent upon any other, hath authority 
to appoint orders for itself in things mdiiferent : therefore of 
the two we may rather infer, that as one family is not 
abridged of liberty to be clothed in friar's-grey for that 
another doth wear claycolour, so neither are all churches 
bound to the selfsame indifferent ceremonies which it liketh 
sundry to use. 

[7.] As for that canon m the council of Nice, let them 
but read it and weigh it well. The ancient use ol the Church 
throughout all Christendom was for fifty days after Easter, 
(which fifty days were called Pentecost, though most com- 
monly the last day of them which is Whitsunday be so called,) 
in like sort on all the Sundays throughout the whole year 
their manner was to stand at prayer ; whereupon their meet- 
ings unto that purpose on those days had the name of 
Stations given them/ Of which custom Tertullian speaketh 
in this wise ; “ It is not with us thought fit either to fast on 
the Lord’s day, or to pray kneeling. The same immunity 
from fasting and kneeling we keep all the time which is 
between the feasts of Easier and Pentecost.” ^ This being 
therefore an order generally received in the Church j when 
some began to be singular and different from all others, and 
that in a ceremony which was then judged very convenient 
for the whole church even by the whole, those lew excepted 
which brake out of the common pale : the council of Nice 
thought good to enclose them again with the rest, by a law 
made in this sort : Because there are certain which will 
needs kneel at the time of prayer on the Lord’s day, and 
in the fifty days after Easter; the holy synod judging it 
meet that a convenient custom be observed throughout all 
churches, hath decreed that standing we make our prayers 
to the Lord.” ^ Whereby it plainly appeareth that m things 

^ Be Cor, Milit c. 3. [** Die Dominico jejunium nefas dichnus, 

vel de gcniculis adoiare. Kadem immunitate a die pascha: iii 
J^entccosLcn usque gaudcmu.s.”j 

^ T. C. lib* i. p. 133. [104.] “This rule did the great council of 
Nice follow, dtc* Die Dommico et per omnein bentecosten, nec de 
geniculis adorare, et jejuuiuni solvere, De Coro. Militis.” 

^ rij/ 4 s iy rij fcvptaKy ydyv wAfyoyrtr, ml ip ratr rym 
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indifferent, what the whole Church doth think convenient 
for the whole, the same if any part do wilfully violate, it 
may be reformed and inrailed again by that general author- 
ity whereunto each particular is subject ; and that the 
spirit of singularity in a few ought to give place unto public 
judgment : this doth clearly enough appear, but not that all 
Christian churches are bound in every indifferent ceremony 
to be uniform ; because where the whole hath not tied the 
parts unto one and the same thing, they being therein left 
each to their own choice, may either do as others do or else 
otherwise, without any breach of duty at all. 

[8.] Concerning those indifferent things, wherein it hath 
been heretofore thought good that all Christian churches 
should be uniform, the way which they now conceive to 
bring this to pass was then never thought on. For till now 
it hath been judged, that seeing the Law of God doth not 
prescribe all particular ceremonies which the Church of 
Christ may use ; and in so great variety of them as may be 
found out, it is not possible that the law of nature and reason 
should direct all churches unto the same things, each deliber- 
ating by itself what is most convenient ; the way to establish 
the same things indifferent throughout them all must needs 
be the judgment of some judicial authority drawn into one 
only sentence, which may be a rule for every particular to 
follow. And because such authority over all churches is 
too much to be granted unto any one mortal man, there yet 
remaineth that which hath been always followed as the best, 
the safest, the most sincere and reasonable way ; namely, 
the verdict of the whole Church orderly taken, and set down 
in the assembly of some general, council. But to maintain 
that all Christian churches ought for unity's sake to be 
uniform in all ceremonies, and then to teach that the way of 
bringing this to pass must be by mutual imitation, so that 
where we have better ceremonies than others they shall be 
bound to follow us, and we them where theirs are better j 
how should we think it agreeable and consonant unto 
reason? For sith in things of this nature there is such 
variety of particular inducements, whereby one church may 
be led to think that better which another church led by 
other inducements judgeth to be worse : (for example, the 

Xl^vrrjKocrr^s {/rhp rov irdura Tcdffp wapoucicf irapa- 

((>y\drr€<rQai 3 ^ctr&ras l5o|e rjj aytcf. <rvj/6dq> rds kirodiSdpat 

0€<p, Can. 20. apt. Routh, Script. Kcclcs. Opusc. 367. | 
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East church did think it better to keep Easter-day after the 
manner of the Jews, the West church better to do other- 
wise ; the Greek church judgeth it worse to use unleavened 
bread in the Eucharist, the Latin church leavened; one 
church esteemeth it not so good to receive the Eucharist 
sitting as standing, another church not so good standing as 
sitting ; there being on the one side probable motives as 
well as on the other) unless they add somewhat else to 
define more certainly what ceremonies shall stand for best, 
in such sort that all churches in the world shall know them 
to be the best, and so know them that there may not remain 
any question about this point, we are not a whit the nearer 
for that they have hitherto said. 

[9.] They themselves, although resolved in their own 
judgments what ceremonies are best, yet foreseeing that 
such as they are addicted unto be not all so clearly and so 
incomparably best, but others there are or may be at least- 
wise, when all things are well considered, as good, knew 
not which way smoothly to rid their hands of this matter, 
without providing some more certain rule to be followed for 
establishment of uniformity in ceremonies, when there are 
divers kinds of equal goodness ; and therefoi e in this case 
they say, that the later churches and the fewer should con- 
form themselves unto the elder and the more.^ Hereupon 
they conclude, that forasmuch as all the reformed churches 
(so far as they know), which are of our confession in doctrine, 
have agreed already in the abrogation of divers things which 
we retain ; our chuich ought either to shew that they have 
done evil, or else she is found to be in fault for not con- 
forming herself to those churches, in that which she cannot 
deny to be in them well abrogated. For the authority of 
the first churches (and those they account to be the first in 
this cause which were first reformed,) they bring the com- 
parison of younger daughters conforming themselves in 
attire to the example of their elder sisters ; wherein there is 
just as much strength of reason as in the livery-coats before- 
mentioned. St, Paul, tlicy say, noteth it for a mark of special 
honour, that Epaenctus was the first man in all Achaia which 
did embrace the Christian faith after the same sort he 

^ T. (X lil). lii. p. 1S3. “If the ceremonies be alike commodious, 
the latter churches should conform themselves to the first,’* &c. And 
again, “The fewei ought to conform themselves unto the more.’* 

^ Rom. Kvl 5. 



420 Other Reformed Churches 

toucheth it also as a special pre-eminence of Junia and 
Andronicus, that in Christianity they were his ancients 
the Corinthians he pinched with this demand, ‘‘ Hath the 
word of God gone out from you, or hath it lighted on you 
alone ? ” ^ 

But what of all this ? If any man should think that alacrity 
and forwardness in good things doth add nothing unto men's 
commendation, the two former speeches of St Paul might 
lead him to reform his judgment. In like sort, to take down 
the stomach of proud conceited men, that glory as though 
they were able to set all others to school, there can be 
nothing more fit than some such words as the Apostle's third 
sentence doth contain ; wherein he teacheth the church of 
Corinth to know, that there was no such great odds between 
them and the rest of their brethren, that they should think 
themselves to be gold and the rest to be but copper. Pie 
therefore useth speech unto them to this effect “Men 
instructed in the knowledge of Jesus Chiist there both were 
before you, and are besides you in the world ; ye neither 
are the fountain from which first, nor yet the river into 
which alone the word hath flowed.” But although as 
Epsenetus was the first man in all Achaia, so Corinth had 
been the first church in the whole world, that received 
Christ; the Apostle doth not shew that in any kind of 
things indifferent whatsoever this should have made their 
example a law unto all others. Indeed the example of 
sundry churches for approbation of one thing doth sway 
much ; but yet still as having the force of an example only, 
and not of a law. They are effectual to move any church, 
unless some greater thing do hinder ; but they bind none, 
no not though they be many, saving only when they are the 
major part of a general assembly, and then their voices 
being more in number must oversway their judgments who 
are fewer, because in such cases the greater half is the whole. 
But as they stand out single each of them by itself, their 
number can purchase them no such authority, that the rest 
of the churches being fewer should be therefore bound to 
follow them, and to relinquish as good ceremonies as theirs 
for theirs, 

[lo.] Whereas therefore it is concluded out of these so 
weak premises, that the retaining of divers things in the 
church of England, which other reformed churches have 
^ Kom. xvi. 7. ^1 Cor, xiv. 36, 
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cast out, must needs argue that we do not well, unless we 
can shew that they have done ill ; ^ what needed this wrest 
to draw out from us an accusation of foreign churches ? It 
is not proved as yet that if they have done well our duty is 
to follow them, and to forsake our own course because it 
differeth from theirs, although indeed it be as well for us 
every way as theirs for them. And if the proofs alleged for 
confirmation hereof had been sound, yet seeing they lead 
no further than only to shew, that where we can have no 
better ceremonies theirs must be taken ; as they cannot 
with modesty think themselves to have found out absolutely 
the best which the wit of men may devise, so liking their 
own somewhat better than other men^s, even because they 
are their own, they must in equity allow us to be like unto 
them in this affection ; which if they do, they ease us of that 
uncourteous burden, whereby we are charged either to con- 
demn them or else to follow them. They grant we need 
not follow them, if our own ways already be better : and if 
our own be but equal, the law of common indulgence 
alloweth us to think them at the least half a thought the 
better because they are our own ; which we may very well 
do, and never draw any indictment at all against theirs, but 
think commendably even of them also. 

XIV To leave reformed churches therefore and their 
actions for Him to judge of, in whose sight they are as they 
are ; and our desire is that they may even in His sight be 
found such as we ought to endeavour by all means that our 
own may likewise be ; somewhat we are enforced to speak 
by way of simple declaration concerning the proceedings of 
the church of England in these affairs, to the end that men 
whose minds are free from those partial constructions, 
whereby the only name of difference from some other 
churches is thought cause sufficient to condemn ours, may 
the better discern whether that we have done be reasonable, 
yea or no. The church of England being to alter her 
received laws conc^erning such orders, rites, and ceremonies, 
as had been in former times an hindrance unto piety and 
religious service of God, was to enter into consideration 
first, that the change of laws, especially concerning matter 
of religion, must be warily proceeded in. Laws, as all other 

^ T. C, HI). Hi. |). 183, Our church ought cither to shew that tlu‘y 
have done evil, or else she i.s found to be in fault that doth not conform 
herself in that which she cannot deny to be well abiogated.” 
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things human, are many times full of imperfection ; and 
that which is supposed behoveful unto men, proveth often- 
times most pernicious. The wisdom which is learned by 
tract of time, findeth the laws that have been in former ages 
established, needful in later to be abrogated. Besides, that 
which sometime is expedient doth not always so continue : 
and the number of needless laws unabolished doth weaken 
the force of them that are necessary. But true withal it is, 
that alteration though it be from worse to better hath in it 
inconveniences, and those weighty ; unless it be in such 
laws as have been made upon special occasions, which occa- 
sions ceasing, laws of that kind do abrogate themselves. 
But when we abrogate a law as being ill made, the whole 
cause for which it was made still remaining, do we not 
herein revoke our veiy own deed, and upbraid ourselves 
with folly, yea, all that were makers of it with oversight and 
with error? Further, if it be a law which the custom and 
continual practice of many ages or years hath confirmed in 
the minds of men, to alter it must needs be troublesome 
and scandalous. It amazeth them, it causeth them to stand 
in doubt whether any thing be in itself by nature either good 
or evil, and not all things rather such as men at this or that 
time agree to account of them, when they behold even those 
things disproved, disannulled, rejected, which use had made 
in a manner natural. What have we to induce men unto 
the willing obedience and observation of laws, but the weight 
of so many men’s judgment as have with deliberate advice 
assented thereunto ; the weight of that long experience, 
which the world hath had thereof with consent and good 
liking ? So that to change any such law must needs with 
the common sort impair and weaken the force of those 
grounds, whereby all laws are made effectual. 

[2.] Notwithstanding we do not deny alteration of laws 
to be sometimes a thing necessary; as when they arc 
unnatural, or impious, or otherwise hurtful unto the public 
community of men, and against that good for wliich human 
societies were instituted. When the Apostles of our Lord 
and Saviour were ordained to alter the laws of heathenish 
religion received ! throughout the whole world, chosen I 
grant they were (Paul excepted) the rest ignorant, poor, 
simple, unschooled altogether and unlettered men ; howbeit 
extraoidinarily endued with ghostly wisdom from above be- 
fore they ever undertook this enterprise ; yea their authority 
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confirmed by miracle, to the end it might plainly appear 
that they weie the Lord’s ambassadors, unto whose sovereign 
power for all flesh to stoop, for all the kingdoms of the 
earth to yield themselves willingly conformable in whatso- 
ever should be required, it was their duty. In this case 
therefore their oppositions in maintenance of public super- 
stition against apostolic endeavours, as that they might not 
condemn the ways of their ancient predecessors, that they 
must keep rehgioiies tradzfas, the rites which from age to 
age had descended, that the ceremonies of religion had 
been ever accounted by so much holier as elder ; ^ these 
and the like allegations in this case were vain and frivolous. 

Not to stay longer therefore in speech concerning this 
point, we will conclude, that as the change of such laws as 
have been specified is necessary, so the evidence that they 
are such must be great. If we have neither voice from 
heaven that so pronounceth of them ; neither sentence of 
men grounded upon such manifest and clear proof, that they 
in whose hands it is to alter them may likewise infallibly 
even in heart and conscience judge them so : upon necessity 
to urge alteration is to trouble and disturb without 
necessity. As for arbitrary alterations, when laws in them- 
selves not simply bad or unmeet are changed for better and 
moie expedient; if the benefit of that which is newly better 
devised be but small, sitli the custom of easiness to alter 
and change is so evil, no doubt but to bear a tolerable sore 
is better than to venture on a dangerous remedy. 

[3.] Which being generally thought upon as a matter that 
touched nearly their whole enterprise, whereas change was 
notwithstanding concluded necessary, in regaid of the great 
hurt which the Church did receive by a number of things 
then in use, whereupon a great deal of that which had been 
was now to be taken away and removed out of the Church ; 
yet sith there arc divers ways of abrogating things estab- 
lished, they saw it best to cut off presently such things as 
might in that sort be extinguished without danger, leaving 
the rest to be abolished by disusage through tract of time. 
And as this was done for the manner of abiogation : so 

‘ [Mill. lAlk. c. 5. p. 50. ed. Gronov. “ Venembilius el mcUus, 
anlKtilein -veriUilLs nmjonhn exciperc discipHnani : ruligiones Iniditas 
rolcre ; deen, cpies a }mrenlihus ante indmluH es tiiucrc <iuiuu uoKfeie 
faiiiiliariuK, adorare ; ncc de nuniinibus ferre Hciitentiaaa .seal prionbu.s 
credere.” And see before, p. no, iiol. i.j 
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touching the stint or measure thereof, rites and ceremonies 
and other external things of like nature being hurtful unto 
the Church, either in respect of their quality or in regard 
of their number ; in the former there could be no doubt or 
difficulty what should be done, their deliberation in the 
latter was more hard. And therefore inasmuch as they did 
resolve to remove only such things of that kind as the Church 
might best spare, retaining the residue ; their whole counsel 
is in this point utterly condemned, as having either proceeded 
from the blindness of those times, or from negligence, or from 
desire of honour and glory, or from an erroneous opinion 
that such things might be tolerated for a while ; or if it did 
proceed (as they which would seem most favourable are 
content to think it possible) from a purpose, ^ ‘‘ partly the 
easilier to draw papists unto the Gospel^' (by keeping so 
many orders still the same with theirs), ^‘and partly to 
redeem peace thereby, the breach whereof they might fear 
would ensue upon more thorough alteration ; ’’ or howsoever 
it came to pass, the thing they did is judged evil. But such 
is the lot of all that deal in public affairs whether of church 
or commonwealth ; that which men list to surmise of their 
doings, be it good or ill, they must beforehand patiently 
arm their minds to endure. Wherefore to let go private 
surmises, whereby the thing in itself is not made either 
better or worse ; if just and allowable reasons might lead 
them to do as they did, then are these censures all frustrate. 

[4.] Touching ceremonies harmless therefore in them- 
selves, and hurtful only in respect of number : was it amiss 
to decree, that those things which were least needful and 
newliest come should be the first that were taken away, as 
in the abrogating of a number of saints’ days, and of other 
the like customs, it appeareth they did ; till afterwards the 
Form of Common Prayer being perfected, Articles of .sound 
Religion and Discipline agreed upon, Catechisms framed 
for the needful instruction of youth, churches purged of 
things that indeed weie burdensome to the people or to the 
simple offensive and scandalous, all was brought at the 
length unto that wherein now we stand ? Or was it amiss, 
that having this way eased the Church as they thought of 
superfluity, they went not on till they had plucked up even 

^ T. C. lib. ii. p. 29. *‘It mdy well be, tbeir purpose was by that 
temper of popish cciemonie.s with the Gospel, partly the easilier to draw 
the papists to the Gospel, See., partly to redeem peace thereby.” 
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those things also, which had taken a great deal stronger 
and deeper root; those things which to abrogate without 
constraint of manifest harm thereby arising, had been to 
alter unnecessarily (m their judgments) the ancient received 
custom of the whole Chuich, the universal piactice of the 
people of God, and those very decrees of our fathers, which 
were not only set down by agreement of general councils, 
but had accordingly been put in ure and so continued in 
use till that very time present ? 

[5.] True it is, that neither councils nor customs, be they 
never so ancient and so general, can let the Church from 
taking away that thing which is hurtful to be retained. 
Where things have been instituted, which being convenient 
and good at the first, do afterwards in process of time wax 
otherwise; we make no doubt but they may be altered, 
yea, though councils or customs general have received 
them. And therefore it is but a needless kind of opposition 
which they make who thus dispute, “If in those things 
which are not expressed in the Scripture, that is to be 
observed of the Church, which is the custom of the people 
of God and decree of our forefathers ; then how can these 
things at any time be varied, which heretofore have been 
once ordained in such sort?”^ Whereto we say, that 
things so ordained are to be kept, howbeit not necessarily 
any longer, than till there grow some urgent cause to ordain 
the contrary. For there is not any positive law of men, 
whether it be general or particular, leceived by formal 
expicss consent, as in councils, or by secret approbation, as 
in customs it cometh to pass ; but tlxe same may be taken 
away if occasion serve. Even as we all know, that many 
things generally kept heretofore are now in like sort generally 
unkept and abolished every where. 

[6. 1 Notwithstanding till such things be abolished, what 
exception can there be taken against the judgment of St. 
Augustine, who saith, “ That of things harmless, whatsoever 
there is which the whole Church doth obseive throughout 
the world, to argue for any man's immunity from observing 
the same, it were a point of most insolent madness ? " 
And surely odious it must needs have been for one Christian 
church to abolish that which all had received and held for 
the space of many ages, and that without any dcarimciit 
unto religion so manifest and so great, as might in the eyes 
^ T. C. lib. iii. p. 30. ^ Aug. Kpi.sl, n8. (al. 54. r. 5. 1. ii rib. | 
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of unpartial men appear sufficient to clear them from all 
blame of rash and inconsiderate proceeding, if in fervour 
of zeal they had removed such things. Whereas contrari- 
wise, so reasonable moderation herein used hath freed us 
from being deservedly subject unto that bitter kind of 
obloquy, whereby as the church of Rome doth under the 
colour of love towards those things which be harmless, 
maintain extremely most hurtful corruptions , so we per- 
adventure might be upbraided, that under colour of hatred 
towards those things that are corrupt, we are on the other 
side as extreme even against most harmless ordinances 
And as they are obstinate to retain that, which no man of 
any conscience is able well to defend ; so we might be 
reckoned fierce and violent to tear away that, which if oui 
own mouths did condemn, our consciences would storm 
and repine thereat. The Romans having banished Tar- 
quinius the Proud, and taken a solemn oath that they never 
would permit any man more to reign, could not herewith 
content themselves, or think that tyranny was thoroughly 
extinguished, till they had driven one of their consuls to 
depart the city, against whom they found not in the world 
what to object, saving only that his name was Tarquin, and 
that the commonwealth could not seem to have recovered 
perfect freedom, as long as a man of so dangerous a name 
was left remaining,^ For the church of England to have 
done the like in casting out of papal tyranny and super- 
stition; to have shewed greater willingness of accepting 
the very ceremonies of the Turk ^ Christ’s professed enemy, 
than of the most indifferent things which the church of 
Rome approveth ; to have left not so much as the names 
which the church of Rome doth give unto things innocent ; 
to have ejected whatsoever that Church doth make account 
of, be it never so harmless in itself, and of never so ancient 
continuance, witliout any other crime to charge it with, 
than only that it hath been the hap thereof to be used by 
the church of Rome, and not to be commanded in the 
word of God: this kind of proceeding might haply have 
pleased some few men, who having begun such a course 
themselves must needs be glad to see their example followed 

’’ [Liv. ii. 2 . 1 

T. C, HU. 1 p. 131. “ K<vr imlml it weie more safe for uh to 

conform our indifTeicnt ceremonies to the Turks which are far oH*, lluin 
to the papists which are so near,” 
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by us.^ But the Almighty which giveth wisdom and in- 
spireth with right understanding whomsoever it pleaseth 
him, he foreseeing that which man’s wit had never been 
able to reach unto, namely, what tragedies the attempt of 
so extreme alteration would raise in some parts of the 
Christian world, ^ did for the endless good of his Church 
(as we cannot choose but interpret it) use the bridle of his 
provident restraining hand, to stay those eager affections in 
some, and to settle their resolution upon a course more 
calm and moderate : lest as in other most ample and here- 
tofore most flourishing dominions it hath since fallen out, 
so likewise if in ours it had come to pass, that the adverse 
part being enraged, and betaking itself to such practices as 
men are commonly wont to embrace, when they behold 
things brought to desperate extremities, and no hope left to 
see any other end, than only the utter oppression and clean 
extinguishment of one side; by this mean Christendom 
flaming in all parts of greatest importance at once, they all 
had wanted that comfort of mutual relief, whereby they are 
now for the time sustained (and not the least by this our 
church which they so much impeach) till mutual combus- 
tions, bloodsheds, and wastes (because no other inducement 
will serve) may enforce them through very faintness, after 
the experience of so endless miseries, to enter on all sides 
at the length into some such consultation, as may tend to 
the ^ best re-estabhshment of the whole Church of Jesus 
Christ, 'Fo the singular good whereof it cannot but serve 
as a profitable direction to teach men what is most likely to 
prove available, when they shall quietly consider the trial 
that hath been thus long had of both kinds of reformation; 
as well this moderate kind which the church of England 
hath taken, as that other more extreme and rigorous which 
certain churches elsewhere have better liked. In the mean- 
while it may be, that suspense of judgment and exercise of 
charity were safer and seemlier for Christian men, than the 

^ fSamv. dc divers. Ministr. lEvang. Gmd. in Prolog. ‘^Kjectis 
Tarc|uiiniH Roma, Regis nomeu postea non tuleie Romani, (luasi cum 
nomine ejecta esset cpiam oderant tyrannis : <pu taincu postea 
phires^ lyrannidis formas perpessi sunt, cpiam si Regis notnen et 
autliorilatem retinuissenl. ^ Non enim in regia potesiate aut icgis 
nomine ulla inerat tyrannis, .sed in Tarcpiinu). Sic dieo tyranuiiUnu, 
qme Eedesias (Ihristi vastavit, non fuisse in primatu ICpiseopuium cl 
ArchiepLscoporum, sed in iis qui primatu almsi hiuit.’’J 

^ [Erance, Westphalia, Elanders, Scotland. | 
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hot pursuit of these controversies, wherein they that are 
most fervent to dispute be not always the most able to 
determine. But who are on his side, and who against him, 
our Lord in his good time shall reveal. 

[7.] And sith thus far we have proceeded in opening the 
things that have been done, let not the principal doers 
themselves be forgotten. When the ruins of the house of 
God (that house which consisting of religious souls is most 
immediately the precious temple of the Holy Ghost) were 
become, not in his sight alone, but in the eyes of the whole 
world so exceeding great, that very superstition began even 
to feel itself too far grown . the first that with us made way 
to repair the decays thereof by beheading superstition, was 
King Henry the Eighth. The son and successor of which 
famous king as we know was Edward the Saint : in whom 
(for so by the event we may gather) it pleased God righteous 
and just to let England see what a blessing sin and iniquity 
would not suffer it to enjoy. Howbeit that which the wise 
man hath said concerning Enoch (whose days were though 
many in respect of ours, yet scarce as three to nine in 
comparison of theirs with whom he lived) the same to that 
admirable child most woithily may be applied, Though 
he departed this world soon, yet fulfilled he much time.^' ^ 
But what ensued ? That work which the one in such sort 
had begun, and the other so far proceeded in, was in short 
space so overthrown, as if almost it had never been : till 
such time as that God, whose property is to shew his 
mercies then greatest when they are nearest to be utteily 
despaired of, caused in the depth of discomfort and dark- 
ness a most glorious star - to arise, and on her head settled 
the crown, whom himself had kept as a lamb from the 
slaughter of those bloody times ; that the experience of his 
goodness in her own deliverance might cause her merciful 
disposition to take so much the more delight in saving 
others, whom the like necessity should press. What in this 
behalf hath been done towards nations abroad, the parts of 
Christendom most afflicted can best testify. That which 
especially concerneth ourselves, in the present matter we 
treat of, is the state of reformed religion, a thing at her 
coming to the ciown even raised as it wore by miracle from 

'• Sap. iv. 13. 

^ [*‘Thut bright Occidental Star, (^ueen KHmbeth of most happy 
memoiy.” Dedication to King Jame.s by the Tianslators of the Bible. ) 
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the dead ; a thing which we so little hoped to see, that even 
they which beheld it done, scarcely believed their own 
senses at the first beholding. Yet being then brought to 
pass, thus many years it hath continued, standing by no 
other worldly mean but that one only hand which erected 
it ; that hand which as no kind of imminent danger could 
cause at the first to withhold itself, so neither have the 
practices so many so bloody following since been ever able 
to make weary. Nor can we say in this case so justly, that 
Aaron and Hur, the ecclesiastical and civil states, have 
sustained the hand which did lift itself to heaven for them,^ 
as that heaven itself hath by this hand sustained them, no 
aid or help having thereunto been ministered for perform- 
ance of the work of reformation, other than such kind of 
help or aid as the Angel in the Prophet Zachary speaketh 
of, saying, Neither by an army nor strength, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.’^ ^ Which grace and favour 
of divine assistance having not in one thing or two shewed 
itself, nor for some few days or years appeared, but in such 
sort so long continued, our manifold sins and transgressions 
striving to the contrary ; what can we less thereupon con- 
clude, than that God would at leastwise by tract of time 
teach the world, that the thing which he blesseth, defendeth, 
keepeth so strangely, cannot choose but be of him ? Where- 
fore, if any refuse to believe us disputing for the verity of 
religion established, let them behevc God himself thus 
miraculously working for it, and wish life even for ever and 
ever unto that glorious and sacred instrument whereby he 
worketh. 


^ [I{xocl xvii. 12 J Zach iv. 6 . 
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